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Sleaze  takes  its  toll  on  Tories  as  Labour  stretches  lead 
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By  Peter  Riddell 

THE  Tories  have  lost  further  public 
support  In  the  sleaze-dominated 
first  fortnight  of  the  election  cam¬ 
paign.  The  latest  MORI  poll  for  The 
Times  confirms  Labour's  command¬ 
ing  lead  on  the  day  it  launches  its 
manifesto. 

The  poll,  undertaken  on  Tuesday, 
undermines  Tory  hopes  that  the 
party  mighr  have  started  to  narrow 
the  huge  Labour  lead.  Labour  now 
stands  at  55  per  cent,  up  from  SO  per 
cent  in  the  last  poll  a  week  ago.  with 
the  Tories  on  28  per  cent,  down  a 
point  since  before  Easter.  The 


Liberal  Democrats  have  lost  their 
early  campaign  gain  and  fallen 
three  points  to  11  per  cent,  while 
support  for  the  Referendum  Party 
has  dipped.  It  was  put  at  3  per  cent 
before  Easier  and  rounded  up  to  2 
per  cent  this  week. 

But  these  week-to-week  fluctua¬ 
tions  and  the  widening  in  the 
Labour  lead  from  21  to  27  points 
matter  less  than  the  absence  of  any 
sign  of  a  Tory  recovery.  The  party's 
rating  is  the  lowest  since  last 
October.  Ahead  of  its  manifesto 
launch  yesterday,  the  party  was 
mired  in  "sleaze"  allegations 
throughout  the  two  weeks  since  the 


election  was  announced.  By  con¬ 
trast.  Labour  has  enjoyed  a  largely 
trouble-free  campaign  so  far.  and 
even  its  slight  wobble  over  new 
rights  for  trade  unions  was  over¬ 
shadowed  by  Tory  difficulties. 
Labour's  raring  is  back  to  its  high 
level  of  January. 

The  Libera/  Democrat  raring  is 
back  to  its  low  pre-campaign  levels 
as  the  party  has  fought  to  gain 
public  and  media  attention  and  has 
risked  being  squeezed  by  Labour. 

The  MORI  poll  is  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  ICM  poll  in  The 
Guardian  yesterday  which  suggest¬ 
ed  that  Labour  support  was  falling 


and  Tory  support  rising.  The  main 
reason  for  the  contrast  is  thai  ICM 
puts  Labour  ten  points  lower  and 
the  Liberal  Democrats  seven  points 
higher  than  MORI.  Movements 
between  Labour  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  have  accounted  for 
much  of  the  volatility  in  the  polls  in 
recent  weeks.  But  there  have  been 
much  smaller  variations  in  the  Tory 
rating,  which  has  been  two  or  three 
points  either  side  of  30  per  cent  for 
the  past  IS  months. 

Moreover.  Labour’s  big  lead  in 
voting  intentions  is  underpinned  by 
The  big  advantage  which  Tony  Blair 
enjoys  over  John  Major  as  to  who 


would  make  the  most  capable  Prime 
Minister.  Labour  also  enjoys  a  more 
favourable  image  than  the  Tories  on 
being  moderate,  having  the  best 
policies,  and  having  the  best  team  of 
leaders.  This  is  in  contrast  with  the 
1992  election  when  Labour's  poll 
lead  in  the  campaign  was  contra¬ 
dicted  by  Mr  Major’s  consistent 
lead  over  Neil  Kinnock  as  a  leader. 

The  Tory  weakness  in  the  polls  is 
despite  the  strength  of  the  economy 
and  a  recovery’' in  optimism,  the 
"feelgood"  factor,  to  levels  seen 
before  the  Conservatives'  last  three 
victories.  Whereas  Mr  Major  and 
the  Tories  were  given  the  benefit  of 


the  doubt  over  the  recession  five 
years  ago.  they  are  now  not  being 
given  much  thanks  for  the  recovery 
and  the  fail  in  unemployment. 

It  is  too  early  to  translate  these 
poll  figures  into  precise  estimates  of 
numbers  of  seats,  bur  if  Labour 
sustains  a  lead  even  into  double 
figures,  it  will  be  heading  for  a 
landslide  victory. 

MORI  interviewed  UJS  adults  ai 
84  sampling  points  on  a  face-ioface 
basis  on  April  I.  Voting  intention 
figures  exclude  those  who  say  they 
would  not  vote  (6  per  cent),  are 
undecided  {12  per  cent)  or  who 
refused  to  say  i4  per  cent). 


Major  offers 
‘best  place 
in  the  world’ 


By  Phiup  Webster  and  Jill  Sherman 
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JOHN  MAJOR  offered  sup¬ 
port  for  marriage,  the  family, 
the  elderly  and  children  yes¬ 
terday  when  he  unveiled  a 
Conservative  election  manifes¬ 
to  dedicated  to  making  Britain 
“the  best  place  in  the  world  to 
live". 

He  promised  £1 2  billion  tax 
concessions  for  married  cou¬ 
ples  when  either  the  husband 
or  wife  stays  at  home  to  look 
after  children  or  dependent 
relatives. 

And  he  outlined  measures 
to  guarantee  standards  in 
schools,  tackle  crime  and 
dean  up  housing  estates  in  a 
package  aimed  at  making 
“haves  of  the  have-nots,  to 
bring  wealth  and  welfare 
hand-in-hand". 

The  manifesto  was  set 
against  the  backcloth  of  a 
“booming  Britain"  and  with 
the  country  able  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  opportunities  un¬ 
dreamt  of  a  few  years  ago.  the 
next  government  would  inher¬ 
it  a  golden  bequest  Mr  Major 
said. 

The  new  tax  plan  would 
allow  the  spouse  who  stayed  at 
home  to  transfer  their  person¬ 
al  allowance  to  the  one  at 
work,  giving  almost  two  mfl- 
:  kon  families  an  extra  £900  a 
year.  But  it  would  not  apply  to 
'  unmarried  couples  or  one- 
parent  families.  Although 
ft  ere  was  no  attempt  to 
moralise  in  the  manifesto,  Mr 
Major  said:  “We  are  in  favour 
of  marriage  and  we  are  in 
favour  of  the  family." 

.  i  Bur  Mr  Major  was  attacked 
Ijy  Labour  for  making 
encosted  pledges  on  cuts 
Vithout  the  faintest  idea  of 
Stow  to  pay  for  them."  And  the 
.Jgrime  Minister  admitted  that 
-his- promises  were  dependent 
On  the  performance  of  the 
economy.  The  tax  allowances 
<  change  would  “probably" . 
come  in  1998-99. 

“.Other  keynote  proposals 
were  pledges  to  give  thou- 

•  sands  of  carers  looking  after 

•  sick  or  elderly  relatives  a 
■  annual  week's  break,  a  widen¬ 
ing  of  the  assisted  places 
scheme  to  help  more  children 


C  The  Prime  Minister  had 
slipped  yesterday 
into  his  Zen  mode 
of  delivery— we 
call  it  his  Mystic  Meg 
voice  9 

Matthew  Parris,  page  14 

6  The  plan  to  give  non- 
working  spouses 
a  tax  break  has  hidden 
slings  9  ^ 

Anatole  Kaletsky,  page  8 
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from  poorer  families,  fuming 
one  in  five  schools  into  special¬ 
ist  centres  of  excellence  and 
giving  all  schools  more 
indpendenoe  from  local  au¬ 
thorities.  The  manifesto  also 
promises  moves  to  widen 
share  ownership  and  to  priva¬ 
tise  the  London  Underground 
and  the  parcels  arm  of  the  Post 
Office. 

In  addition,  there  were  the 
previously  trailed  schemes  to 
allow  individuals  to  build  up  a 
lifetime  pension  “pot",  a  long¬ 
term  scheme  to  help  the  elder¬ 
ly  to  afford  nursing  care 
without  losing  their  life’s  sav¬ 
ings  and  a  guarantee  of  year- 
by-year  increases  in  health 
service  resources.  Councils 
will  be  required  to  sell  homes 
that  have  been  empty  for  more 
than  a  year  and  the  party 
promises  to  raise  some  £25 
billion  in  private  investment  to 
spruce  up  housing  estates. 

On  law  and  order,  the 
manifesto  returns  to  the  cough 
mandafoiy  sentences  for  re¬ 
peat  offenders  that  were  lost  in 
the  rush  to  get  Michael  How¬ 
ard's  crime  Bill  through  be¬ 
fore  Parliament  was  sus¬ 


pended  two  weeks  ago.  And  it 
promises  speedier  punish¬ 
ment  for  juvenile  offenders,  a 
ban  chi  rape  defendants  ques¬ 
tioning  victims  in  court  and 
new  measures  to  deal  with 
City  fraud. 

Mr  Major’s  tax  proposals 
came  under  swift  attack  from 
Labour,  with  spokesmen 
painting  out  that  ministers 
had  been  unable  to  say  where 
the  £1.2  billion  would  come 
from.  Mr  Major  made  plain 
that  it  would  be  his  top 
priority  ahead  of  getting  the 
basic  race  down  to  2 Op  and 
abolisliing  capital  taxes.  But 
Kenneth  Clarke  was  not  shift¬ 
ing  from  his  priorities  of 
cutting  the  budget  deficit  be¬ 
fore  cutting  taxes. 

Gordon  Brown,  the  Shadow 
Chancellor,  said  that  after  22 
tax  increases  in  the  last  Parlia¬ 
ment.  the  centrepiece  of  Mr 
Major's  manifesto  “appears  to 
be  yet  another  set  of  costly, 
risky,  unfair  tax  changes".  He 
added:  “They’re  at  it  again, 
flagging  up  uncosted  prom¬ 
ises  on  tax  without  the  faintest 
idea  of  how  to  pay  for  them. 
Mr  Major  has  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  and  he  has  not  the 
slightest  clue  as  to  how  it  is 
going  to  be  financed  beyond 
the  vague  generalities." 

The  Liberal  Democrat  lead¬ 
er  Paddy  Ashdown  attacked 
the  manifesto  as  being  a 
document  “for  die  few.  not  the 
many"  described  its  proposals 
as  “another  auction  of  fantasy 
promises,  sometime,  never  rax 
cuts". 

Mr  Major,  however,  de¬ 
fended  his  56-page  document 
You  Can  Only  Be  Sure  with 
the  Conservatives  as  “the 
boldest  and  most  far-reaching 
any  party  has  published  since 
1979". 

Using  Labour's  argument 
that  it  was  time  for  change,  he 
said:  “It  is  time  for  change: 
time  for  a  change  to  the  next 
phase  of  Conservative  pros¬ 
perity  that  will  give  everyone 

—  no  matter  who  they  are. 
where  they  live  —  more  choice 
and  more  control  over  their 

lives." 


Blair  to  unveil 
his  ‘contract 
with  Britain’ 

By  Jill  Sherman  and  Phiup  Webster 


TONY  BLAIR  will  today  un¬ 
veil  a  personal  ten-poinr  con¬ 
tract  with  Britain,  promising 
voters  that  he  will  not  “dazzle 
for  100  days  and  then 
disappoint". 

Launching  a  "bold  but  real¬ 
istic  programme”  for  govern¬ 
ment .  the  Labour  leader  will 
put  at  the  top  of  his  “personal 
bond  of  trust  with  the  people" 
a  promise  to  increase  the 
share  of  national  income  spent 
on  education  and  to  cut  the 
amount  spent  on  welfare  as 
more  people  get  jobs.  Other 
measures  include  promises  to 
help  the  young  employed,  to 
build  strong  families  and 
strong  communities  and  to 
"clean  up  politics". 

Mr  Blair  has  told  close 
colleagues  that  he  will  not 
deserve  a  second  term  if  he 
fails  to  keep  his  manifesto 
promises.  The  document  is  an 
unashamed  attempt  to  claim 
the  one-nation  mantle  from 
the  Tories. 

Aides  said  Mr  Blair  had 
written  the  bulk  of  the  docu¬ 
ment  himself  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  which  he  was 
not  personally  committed. 
“He  would  be  unable  to  face 
the  British  public  if  he  could 
not  achieve  this  in  the  next  five 
years.  If  he  failed  in  this  he 


would  not  expect  to  succeed  in 
future,”  one  aide  said. 

Mr  Blair  will  say  that  the 
16.000-word  document  is  real¬ 
istic  and  “uncompromisingly 
New  Labour".  It  will  reaffirm 
the  party’s  commitment  to  a 
windfall  rax  and  a  pledge  not 
-jto  increase  either  the  top  or 
*  basic  rates  of  income  tax  over 
1  the  next  live  years.  In  addition 
it  will  confirm  Labour’s  aim  to 
introduce  a  lOp  starting  rate  of 
tax.  although  no  timetable  wQl 
be  given. 

Mr  Blair  will  emphasise 
that  it  has  been  a  long  haul  to 
change  his  party  and  its 
policies  in  the  three  years  since 
he  became  leader  and  that  he 
is  not  promising  a  revolution 
but  a  fresh  start. 

“We  have  modernised  the 
Labour  Party.  We  will 
modernise  Britain.  This 
means  knowing  where  we 
want  to  go,  being  clear  head¬ 
ed,  telling  the  rruth.  making 
tough  choices,  insisting  that 
all  parts  of  the  public  sector 
live  within  their  means,  taking 
an  vested  interests,  standing 
up  to  unreasonable  demands 
from  any  quarter,  and  being 
prepared  to  give  a  moral  lead 
where  government  has  re¬ 
sponsibilities  it  should  not 
avoid." 


Flanagan,  the  Conservative's  Chicken  Man:  “It  is  hot  inside  and  hard  to  breathe" 

Chicken:  the  first  interview 

By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 
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'THE  MAIN  POINTS 
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□  A  £12  billion  plan  allowing 
non- working  parent  or  carer 
to  transfer  personal  tax  allow¬ 
ance  to  working  partner. 

□  Standard  income  tax  rate 
to  be  cut  to  20p  in  five  years- 

□  public  given  right  to  sue 
unions  over  excessive  indus¬ 
trial  action. 

□  privatisation  of 

Parcelforee.  London  Under¬ 
ground  and  National  Air 
Traffic  Service. 

□  Basic  Pension  Plus  scheme 
allowing  young  people  to 
build  up  private  pension  plan. 

□  Long-term  care  insurance 
scheme  to  protect  assets 
against  nursing  rare  costs. 

□  Reductions  in  inheritance 


and  capital  gains  tax. 

□  Automatic  life  sentence  for 
those  convicted  of  second 
violent  or  sexual  offence.  Sev¬ 
en-year  sentences  for  repeal 
burglars.  Electronic  tagging 
for  offenders. 

□  Annual  increases  in  health 
service  spending- 

□  Extension  of  selection  in 
schools.  National  education 
targets,  individual  school  per¬ 
formance  targets  and  action 
to  tackle  underperforming 
schools  and  education  au¬ 
thorities.  More  specialist 
schools. 

□  Nationwide  introduction 
of  workfare-style  scheme  to 
help  long-term  unemployed. 


MUSICIAN  Noel  Flanagan, 
clad  as  a  six-foot  yellow 
chicken,  will  take  centre  stage 
today  in  the  Tories’  new 
offensive  against  Tony  Blair. 

Mr  Flanagan.  39.  has  been 
chosen  as  the  man  to  foQow 
the  Labour  leader  around  the 
country  to  try  to  goad  him  into 
agreeing  to  appear  in  a  tele¬ 
vised  debate  with  John 
Major. 

He  agreed  to  the  part  after 
being  approached  by  a  friend 
at  Central  Office  over  the 
weekend.  His  previous  expe¬ 
rience  includes  playing  a  seg¬ 
ment  of  a  caterpillar  at 
primary  school  and  the  front 
part  of  a  Si  Bernard’s  dog  to 
promote  a  hospital  radio 
station. 

The  Tories  jealously  guard¬ 
ed  access  to  their  latest  cam¬ 
paign  weapon,  dreamt  up 
after  Mr  Major  accused  the 
Labour  leader  of  being  “a 
chicken"  by  refusing  to  agree 
to  a  television  debate.  Spin 
doctors  began  practising  their 
dark  arts,  restricting  picture 
access  to  the  chicken  to  a 
favoured  newspaper  as  a 
“prize  exclusive"  in  advance 
of  today’s  photocall.  “We 
must  not  dilute  the  impact  of 
the  official  unveiling.”  a  Tory 
official  said. 


Despite  the  secrecy.  The 
Times  managed  to  track 
down  John  Major's  feathered 
friend  after  he  made  a  private 
morale-boosting  tour  of  Con¬ 
servative  headquarters  yester¬ 
day. 

Mr  Flanagan  said  the  role 
did  present  him  with  some 
ethical  problems.  "I  slope  in 
and  out  of  vegetarianism.  I 
donY  believe  in  the  exploita¬ 
tion  of  animals  and  object  to 
battery  chickens.  1  hope  this 
one  is  free  range.  It  is  hot 
inside  and  hard  to  breathe." 

However,  market  forces 
dictated  his  derision  to  accept 


"We’ll  all  have  chicken' 


the  28-day  assignment.  "I  am 
not  doing  this  because  1  love 
the  Tory  Party  but  because  1 
need  the  money.  A  musirian’s 
life  is  a  precarious  one,”  he 
said. 

He  was  also  surprised  to  be 
described  by  Conservative 
Central  Office  as  a  floating 
voter.  “You  can  only  be  a 
floating  voter  if  you  vote.  And 
2  never  do.  I  have  never  voted 
Conservative  in  my  life.  Nor 
do  1  intend  to.  Nor  am  l  going 
to  vote  Labour.  I  am  nor  going 
to  vote  for  any  of  them."  he 
said. 

Mr  Flanagan  could  not 
discuss  his  salary,  having 
signed  a  confidentiality  clause 
with  Central  Office.  But  Equi¬ 
ty  rates  of  pay  for  similar 
work  at  holiday  camps  would 
pocket  Mr  Flanagan  about 
E50  a  day. 

Alastair  Campbell  Tony 
Blair's  press  secretary,  was 
not  perturbed  by  the  prospect 
of  bring  shadowed  by  Mr 
Flanagan,  who  is  a  karate 
expert  He  sent  accreditation 
forms  to  Central  Office  to 
ensure  he  can  attend  their 
press  conferences.  Mr  Camp¬ 
bell  writes:  “He  will  of  course 
be  entitled  to  ask  questions 
but  this  being  the  Labour 
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Mother  dies  on  ski  trip  while 


BY  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  BRITISH  woman  died  after  she 
fell  200ft  to  her  death  on  a  French 
mountain  as  she  tried  to  rescue  her 
son,  who  had  been  seriously  injured 
in  a  siding  accident 
Anne  Conway,  SO,  was  killed  as  she 
attempted  to  reach  her  24-year-old 
son,  who  ft ad  fallen  and  broken  his 
leg  while  skiing  off-piste  in  die  Alps 
near  the  Swiss-French  border. 
French  police  said  it  appeared  that 
Mrs  Conway,  an  accomplished  skier, 
had  slipped  200ft  down  the  side  of  a 


ravine  after  her  son,  Andrew,  had  got 
into  difficulties 

Her  other  son,  Jonathan,  27,  rang  a 
family  friend  yesterday  to  break  the 
news  to  neighbours  in  the  Northum¬ 
berland  hainlet  of  Whittington,  near 
Hexham,  where  the  family  had  lived 
for  the  past  two  years. 

Mrs  Conway  drove  out  to  Geneva 
over  a  week  ago  in  the  family's 
Mercedes.  She  was  accompanied  by 
her  sons.'who  enjoyed  a  few  days’ 
skiing  on  the  French  side  of  the  Alps, 
in  CMtd.  The  resort  is  only  a  short 
drive  from  the  family^  villa  on  the 


outskirts  of  Geneva.  The  group  was 
joined  last  Thursday  by  Mis  Con¬ 
way’s  husband,  Mike,  58,  managing 
director  of  die  Tyneside  engineering 
firmMrchell  Bearings. 

Although  the  family  had  only  been 
in  the  North  East  for  a  short  tune, 
they  were  much  involved  in  village 
life  and  both  parents  were  committee 
members  at  Matfen  Golf  Club,  a 
short  distance  from  their  home. 

Les  Rainey,  a  friend  of  the  Con¬ 
ways,  said:  “You  couldn't  wish  to 
meet  a  nicer  family.  They  are  wjy 
much  part  of  the  community,  we 


helping  injured  son 

other’s  houses  ai^sjcfalisedtogO^  ^focXed.  i  had  to  break  the  news  to 
er.JtookacaUfromJ^b^  today  and  there  were  a  lot 

morning  teUmg  me  the J?2Lv  it  to  ■  of  very  sad  people  among  them.” 
and  I  have  had  to  go  and  break  «  to  ot  ve^  h-v 


ana  i  iux»t  fc7~  —  - _ .  m 

everyone  else  Our  thoughts  are  all 
with  the  family  at  this fen* 

Dawn  Harrison,  38.  ^ubhous® 
manager  at  the  Matfen  Golf  auk 
said:  “Anne  was  liked  by  everyone. 
The  dub  has  been  going  three  years 
and  she  has  given  me  so  much  help  to 
get  it  off  the  ground.  She  was  always 
helping  to  organise  social  events  and 


The  family  had  moved  id  the  North 
East  from  their  home  in  Leigh,  near 
Tonbridge,  Kent,  when  Mr  Conway 
was  appointed  to  Mkhdls.  Linda 
Gazzant  his  secretary,  said  yester¬ 
day:  “We  are  in  touch  with  the  family 
and  awaiting  further  news  but  obvi¬ 
ously  everyone  here  is  very  upset  by 
whai  has  happened." 


Twin  victims  ‘were 


streets  in  trolley’ 

By  Stewart  Teiwler.  crime  correspondent 


THE  murderer  of  identical 
twin  brothers  wheeled  theft- 
bodies  through  the  streets  in  a 
shopping  trolley  and  dumped 
them  in  a  canal,  the  Old  Bailey 
was  told  yesterday.  Later, 
when  a  friend  mentioned  the 
men,  David  Dillon,  38,  was 
alleged  to  have  said  they  “had 
gone  for  a  long  swim”. 

He  also  told  another  man 
that  he  had  “turned  the  twins 
over"  and  dropped  a  heavy 


cartwheel  onto  the  head  of  one 
of  them.  Mr  Dillon,  an  unem¬ 
ployed  decorator  from  Isling¬ 
ton,  north  London,  denies  the 
murders  of  Christopher  and 
Anthony  Langford,  38.  last 
spring.  The  court  was  told  that 
the  brothers  had  been  bom  in 
the  Bedfordshire  area  but 
arrived  in  London  by  1991  and 
turned  into  “street  people". 

Timothy  Langdale,  QC,  for 
the  prosecution,  said  that  for 


Victims:  Christopher,  left  and  Anthony  Langford 

Boy,  15,  dies  after 
hanging  in  cell 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 
and  Stewart  Tendler 

AN  INQUIRY  has  been 
launched  after  fee  death  yes¬ 
terday  of  a  schoolboy  found 
hanging  in  a  police  cell  only 
hours  after  his  arrest. 

The  boy,  aged  15,  was  found 
unconscious  on  Monday  after 
noon,  suspended  by  a  noose 
made  from  the  waist  cord  of 
his  tracksuit  trousers.  The 
other  end  had  been  attached  to 
the  bars  of  his  cell  at  Hartle¬ 
pool  police  station,  on  Tees- 
side  He  had  been  arrested 
that  day  in  connection  with  a 
burglary. 

Custody  officers  cut  him 
down  and  attempted  resusci¬ 
tation  but  were  unable  to 


revive  him.  He  was  taken  to 
Hartlepool  General  Hospital 
where  he  was  'put  on  an 
artificial  breathing  machine. 

-  It-is— understood  that  die 
boy’s  parents  were  told  yester¬ 
day  that  he  would  not  recover 
and  agreed  for  the  machine  to 
be  disconnected.  A  post¬ 
mortem  examination  was  car¬ 
ried  out  last  night  and  die 
results  were  expected  today. 

The  death  was  referred  to 
die  independent  Police  Com¬ 
plaints  Authority.  Its  inquiry 
will  centre  on  whether  the  boy 
was  properly  checked  by  star 
tion  staff,  whether  he  should 
have  been  seen  by  a  doctor 
and  whether  his  parents  were 
notified  that  he  had  been 
arrested. 


THE  GOLDEN  KEY 
TO  YOUR  NEW  MORTGAGE 

-YOU  COULD  WIN  r' 

£50,000 

Visit  your  local  branch  or  phone  Abbey  National 
Direct  for  details  of  the  prize  draw. 


the  next  five  years,  they  lived 
rough  in  the  Islington  area 
and  much  of  their  lives  in¬ 
volved  drinking,  sometimes 
funded  by  begging.  He  said 
that  there  was  no  motive  for 
the  murders. 

Mr  Dillon,  who  had  a 
council  flat,  was  also  a  heavy 
drinker.  The  twins  would 
sometimes  be  out  with  him  or 
in  the  fiat 

In  February  last  year  Isling¬ 
ton  police  received  an  anony¬ 
mous  note  claiming  that  die 
Langfords  had  been  killed  in 
Mr  Dillon’s  flat  They 
searched  die  flat  but  found  no 
evidence.  They  did  notice  that 
some  redecorating  had  been 
done. 

A  month  later  Christopher 
Langford's  body  was  discov¬ 
ered  floating  in  Regent's  Ca¬ 
nal.  A  pathologist  thought  he 
had  drowned  and  said  that 
fractures  to  the  skull,  ribs  and 
a  leg  were  caused  by  a  falL  But 
the  body  of  his  brother.  Antho¬ 
ny,  then  surfaced  50  yards 
away  in  the  canal,  wrapped  in 


Accused:  David  Dillon,  who  has  denied  the  murder  of  the  twin  brothers 


a  blanket.  He  was  found  to 
have  been  beaten  and  a  new 
post-mortem  examination  on 
Christopher  concluded  that  he 
had  also  been  beaten. 

Mr  Langdale  told  the  jury 
that  after  the  discovery  of  die 
bodies,  a  man  called  Lawrence 
Walsh  went  to  see  police.  He 
told  them  of  a  conversation 
with  Mr  Dillon  in  Februaiy 
before  the  bodies  had  been 
found. 

Mr  Dillon  confided  in  him 


that  he  had  killed  the 
Langfords  and  said  that  he 
kept  the  bodies  in  his  flat  for 
several  days,  although  other 
people  were  there.  The  bodies 
were  then  dumped  in  the 
canal  using  a  trolley. 

A  man  called  Michael 
Henessey  told  police  that  he 
had  met  Mr  Dillon  in  a  cafe 
and  said  that  he  was  fearful  of 
seeing  die  twins  because  of  a 
row  over  drink.  Mr  Dillon 
said  he  did  not  need  to  worry 


about  them  because  they  had 
gone  for  a  “swim". 

Mr  Langdale  told  the  court 
that  it  was  a  remark  of 
considerable  significance.  It 
was  made  before  the  bodies 
surfaced. 

Mr  Langdale  also  told  the 
jury  that  despite  Mr  Dillon's 
intensive  efforts  to  dean  his 
flat  police  found  blood  traces 
which  could  be  linked  to  bis 
victims. 

The  case  continues. 


Spice  Girl  power 
adds  up  to  £50m 


Governor  speaks 
up  for  Darrens 


By  Stephen  Farrell 

THE  Spice  Girls,  unknown  a 
year  ago,  are  now  multi- 
imHieaaires  and  will  sell  their 
ten  millionth  album  within 
the  next  week. 

After  the  launch  of  the 
quintet's  official  book  Girt 
Power  even  their  record  com¬ 
pany,  Virgin,  admitted  that  it 
Has  been  astonished  by  die 
scale  of  their  success.  Spice, 
the  debut  album,  has  sold 
9.7  million  copies  worldwide 
—  25  million  in  Britain — and 
sales  are  running  at  400,000  a 
week. 

They  have  also  sold  14  mil¬ 
lion  singles.  Industry  esti¬ 
mates  last  month  put  their 
earnings  at  more  titan  £2  mil¬ 


lion  each.  Last  night  Virgin 
played  down  suggestions  that 
they  would  be  worth  EH)  mil¬ 
lion  each  by  the  end  of  the 
-year;  but- -Robert- -SandaH.- 
director  of  press  and  media, 
said:  “In  the  end  they  will 
almost  certainly  be  worth 
more  than  that  but  no  one 
can  predict  how  big  they  will 
be,  nor  how  long  it  will  last.” 

As  performers.  Mel  B.  Mel 
C,  Gen,  Victoria  and  Emma 
share  14  to  20  per  cent  of  the 
dealer  price  for  each  record. 
They  are  also  credited  as  joint 
songwriters  —  with  two  song¬ 
writing  teams  and  a  lyricist — 
earning  them  and  their  pub¬ 
lishers  8JS  per  cent  of  the 
wholesale  price.  Pepsi  is 
negotiating  a  sponsorship. 


By  David  Charter 

EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  teacher  who  told  a  union 
■  conferenee-feat-his  school's  - 
Darrens,  Deans  and  Damians 
were  destined  to  fail  was 
rebuked  yesterday  by  his 
chairman  of  governors. 

Nigel  Turner,  a  geography 
teacher,  said  at  the  conference 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Schoolmasters  and  Union  of 
Women  Teachers  on  Tuesday 
that  no  amount  of  money  or 
inspirational  teaching  would 
help  some  uinercity  children 
to  reach  national  norms  of 
achievement 

Leon  Unczur,  chairman  of 
the  governors  at  WUiam 
Crane  Comprehensive  School 


Tories’  Chicken  Man  tactics 


Continued  from  page  1 
Party  he  will  not  be  paid  to  ask 
them.  I  enclose  a  brown 
envelope  in  which  you  can 
return  the  form." 

□  Dressing  up  in  a  chicken 
suit,  or  some  other  pertinent 
fancy  dress,  has  become  the 
Nineties  equivalent  of  heck¬ 
ling  in  American  elections  (Ian 
Brodie  writes  from  Washing¬ 
ton). 

In  1992.  George  Bush  was 
trailed  at  many  campaign 
appearances  by  Chicken  Man, 
or  Chicken  George  as  some 
called  him.  The  purpose  was 
to  attract  widespread  media 
attention  and  to  ruffle  the  then 
President's  feathers  over  his 
reluctance  to  debate  with  his 
rival  for  die  White  House.  Bill 
□inton. 

Organising  someone  to 
dress  rip  as  the  Democrats* 


Chicken  Man  was  the  work  of 
Craig  Livingstone,  the  hefty 
former  bar  bouncer,  whose 
reward  was  to  become  director 
of  White  House  security.  He 
resigned  from  that  post  last 
year  after  it  came  to  light  that 
he  had  improperly  amassed  as 
many  as  900  FBI  files,  many 
relating  to  Republicans.  Mr 
Livingstone  described  his 
work  with  Chicken  Man  as 
"counter-events”. 

The  Democrats  introduced 
anew  mocking  mascot  for  last 
years  election.  Butt  Man, 
dressed  as  a  cigarette,  began 
shadowing  Bob  Dole  after  his 
gaffe  that  tobacco  was  not 
necessarily  addictive. 

Democratic  headquarters, 
claiming  that  Mr  Dole  was  in 
the  pocket  of  the  tobacco 
industry,  sent  out  instructions 
to  local  committees  on  how  to 


make  the  Butt  Man  costume. 
As  a  result,  Mr  Dole  was 
harassed  by  assorted  Butt 
Man  mutations  all  across  the 
country  until  the  joke  wore 
thin. 

In  Wisconsin.  Republicans 
countered  with  Baloney  Man, 
dressed  up  as  a  sausage  and 
with  the  unsubtle  message 
that  Mr  Clinton  and  the 
Democrats  were  talking  just 
that,  baloney.  Baloney  Man 
never  rook  off  nationally. 

The  man  permutations  had 
one  insurmountable  flaw. 
They  could  conceal  a  weapon 
inside  the  suit.  For  this  reason. 
Secret  Service  bodyguards  re¬ 
fused  to  let  them  approach  the 
candidates.  Indeed,  the  issue 
of  security  was  usually  given 
as  a  reason  for  hustling  the 
fancy-dress  intruders  well  out 
of  camera  range. 


in  Nottingham,  said:  “His 
comments  were  not  well 
thought  out  TTiey  are  unfair  to . 
parents,  unfair  to  fellow  staff 
-aod-unfair-to-yDung  people. 
Comments  like  that  actually 
slot  young  people  into  a  hole 
they  do  not  belong  in." 

Mr  Turner  made  his  re¬ 
marks  while  arguing  for  an 
overhaul  of  the  school  inspec¬ 
tion  system.  His  school, 
where  S  per  cent  of  pupils 
achieved  five  GCSEs  at  grades 
A  to  C  is  to  be  inspected  in  two 
weeks. 

Mr  Unczur  said:  “We  are 
coming  close  to  O feted  and  Mr 
Turner  is  a  teacher  who  is 
under  a  tremendous  amount 
of  stress.  I  don’t  think  he  really 
believes  what  he  said." 


Payout  for 
stroke  error 


A  WOMAN  left  partly  para¬ 
lysed  by  an  operation  was 
awarded  £100,000  damages 
by  the  Court  of  Session  at 
Edinburgh  yesterday. 

Eileen  Stewart,  52,  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  suffered  a  stroke  after 
an  anaesthetist  failed  to  carry 
out  basic  steps  to  check  wheth¬ 
er  he  had  penetrated  the 
correct  vein.  The  mistake  hap¬ 
pened  during  an  exploratory 
operation  for  a  duodenal  ulcer 
in  September  1991  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  Royal  Infirmary. 

Mrs  Stewart  sued  Lothian 
Health  Board  alleging  medi¬ 
cal  negligence.  Lore!  Penrose 
ruled  that  the  anaesthetist,  a. 
Dr  Armstrong,  who  no  longer 
works  at  the  hospital,  was 
negligent  Damages  were 
awarded  against  the  board. 


Jailers’  union  talks  of 
prison  ship  ‘mutiny’ 

Prison  officers  threatened  last  night  to  refusefo  work  on  the 
prison  ship  Wearem  a  dispute  over  staffing  levels  and  safety 
measures.  The  move  came  after  leaders  of  the  Prison 
Officers’  Association  visited  the  vessel  moored  in  Portland 
harbour  near  Weymouth,  Dorset 
A  maximum  of  500  low-risk  prisoners  are  to  be  held  on 
board  the  £-L5  million  vessel  which  the  Prison  Service  has 
bought  to  provide  emergency  accommodation  to  deal  with  a 
rapidly  rising  jail  population.  The  service  plans  to  have 
about  120  staff  on  the  ship  and  some  officers  are  being 
offered  removal  packages  of  between  £284)00  and  £30,000  to 
relocate  from  northern  England  to  the  Dorset  coast.  *.  . 

Borders  women  can  ride 

Peace  has  broken  out  between  the  warring  men  and  women 
of  Hawick  following  a  derision  to  lift  the  ban  on  lady  riders 
at  the  town’s  annual  summer  Common  Riding.  The  nine- 
month  battle,  which  divided  the  Bottlers  town,  splitting 
families  and  destroying  friendships,  now  appears  to  be  over 
after  a  compromise  was  announced  yesterday  allowing 
women  to  take  part  in  two  of  the  16  rides,  although  not  in  the 
main  one  on  June  6. 

Plea  over  nurses  rejected 

The  brother  of  Yvonne  Gilford,  the  Australian  nurse 
murdered  in  Saudi  Arabia,  has  dismissed  a  piea  that  he 
waive  the  death  penalty  should  the  British  nurses  accused  of 
killing  her  be  found  guilty.  Salah  al-Hejailan,  their  defence 
lawyer,  had  asked  Frank  Gilford,  of  South  Australia,  to 
reconsider  his  derision  to  let  the  law  take  its  course.  Lucille 
McLauchlan,  from  Dundee,  and  Deborah  Party,  of  Alton, 
Hampshire;  face  public  beheading  if  convicted. 

Old  age  home  inquiry 

Detectives  will  interview  a  woman  aged  70  about  the  death 
of  a  94-year-old  after  a  dispute  at  a  council  old  people’s 
home.  Mary  Hall  suffered  a  fractured  hip  when  pushed  to 
fee  floor  of  fee  television  room  at  fee  Fir  Trees  residential 
home  in  Dukinfiejd,  Greater  Manchester.  She  was  rushed  to 
Tameside  General  Hospital  but  died  later.  Detective 
Superintendent  Bernard  Pasties  said  yesterday:  “We  will 
have  to  interview  staff  and  women  involved  in  the  incident. “ 

Former  comedian  jailed 

The  former  television  comedian  Gerry  Thomas  was  jailed 
for  nine  years  yesterday  for  firearms  offences.  Thomas.  65.  a 
registered  part-time  firearms  dealer,  was  caught  in  a  police 
trap  when  he  agreed  to  sell  shotguns  and  pistols  to  a  crim¬ 
inal.  Gloucester  Crown  Court  heard.  He  admitted  possess¬ 
ing  and  selling  firearms  and  ammunition  illegally.  The 
defence  cited  praise  from  the  boxer  John  Stracey  and  the 
comedian  Stan  Boardman  for  Thomas’s  work  for  charity. 

Inquest  jury  is  warned 

An  inquest  jury  was  warned  feat  it  would  be  breaking  fee  ! 
lawtf  it  tried  to  blame  the  deaths  of  three  ofl  rig  workers  at 
Amec’s  Howdon  yard,  on  fee  Tyne,  on  negligence.  But  the 
coroner  indicated  he  feoughtlegal  proceedings  couldioUow..^ 
The-juxy  ^returned  verdicts  of  accidental  death  on-Shatw— 
McAlindon,  41.  from  Jarrow.  Steve  Wefford,  38,  from 
Whitley  Bay,  and  Ian  Hamilton.  SZ^from  Hebburn. 

Day  of  crime  for  writer  - 

Mamie  Inskip,  a  New  York  crime  writer,  became  a  real-life 
victim  for  fee  first  time  when  a  pickpocket  tried  to  steal  her 
purse  on  the  Underground  and  then  fled  along  the 
electrified  tracks.  The  power  was  cut  as  a  policeman  gave 
chase;  a  youth  was  later  overpowered.  Miss  Inskip  said:  “I 
have  been  firing  in  New  York  for  many  years  and  never 
been  robbed  or  mugged ...  it  was  all  quite  dramatic.’' 

Catherine  Laylle 


Catherine  Laylle  asks  us  to 
make  dear  that,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  her  correctly  reported 
comments  in  an  article  on 
April  1  that  fee  thought  had 


crossed  her  mind,  she  has  no 
intention  of  attempting  to 
reabduct  her  children  from 
Germany,  and  has  always 
conformed  with  fee  law. 
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www.abbeynational.co.uk 


To  find  out  more, 
simply  pop  into 
your  local  branch  or 
phone  Abbey  National 
Direct  on: 

0800100  800 

quoting  reference  A492E/10. 


A  WHOLE  RANGE  OF 
MORTGAGES 

TO  SUIT  YOUR  PERSONAL 
REQUIREMENTS. 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT 
KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  MORTGAGE 
OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 

Urns  are  open  Monday  te  Frida*  8m  t^pm  apd  Saturday  8am  to 
4pn.  To  j*Us  us  in  improriag  out  scrricc  w  nayrerord  or 
monitor  calh,  Secured  loans  Hid  num^ci  enquire  a  charge  on 
the  property  and  in  die  case  of  an  avfcrwmcot  mortgage  u 
endowinrm /Wc  policy  tor  the  mount  of  ibf  adrancc  add  » tharge-' 
o»er  die  policy.  Ail  loan*  subject  to  wtus  ami Valuation  sod  see  not 
amllaUe  te  persons  under  IS  jtirs  of  age.  Won  on  quorariaos  arc. 
miltble  on  request.  Abbey  National  pic.  which  is  regelated  by  tb* 
Ptrwnal  lineament  Authority  only  sells  ft*  own  tile  assurance, 
peuftm  and  unit  mot  products.  Abbey  -Nadootl  and  the  Uattvc&a 
Couple  symbol  are  /redemriv  of  Abbey.  National  pic.  Abbey 
House,  Baker  Street,  London  NW1  6XL.  Untied  Kingdom! 
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Hope  on  display 
at  the  academy 
of  broken  hearts 

Bv  Dalya  Ajlberge.  ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 


HOPE  and  defiance  were  on 
display  yesterday'  at  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Arts.  Would-be 
entrants  in  die  Summer  Show 
were  trying  again  despite 
years  of  rejection, 
i  Geniuses  musr  suffer  for 
their  art  and  nothing,  not  even 
repeated  exclusion  from  the 
world's  largest  open  show,  can 
discourage  the  determined 
artist  from  having  another  go 
at  being  discovered  in  their 
own  lifetime. 

•  On  the  first  day  for  submit¬ 
ting  works  under  glass,  a 
queue  formed  outside  Burling¬ 
ton  House  in  Piccadilly, 
London,  as  about  2,000  items 
were  delivered  with  the  loving 
care  of  a  mother  taking  her 
young  child  to  nursery.  Metre 
upon  merre  of  bubble-wrap 
was  unravelled  in  slow  motion 
to  prevent  prized  creations 
being  damaged,  although  they 
were  then  to  be  stacked  uncer¬ 
emoniously  with  hundreds  of 
other  submissions. 

'  The  artists  insisted  that  they 
came  in  search  of  recognition 
and  exposure,  not  fame.  The 
riiaw  attracts  about  125,000 
visitors.  About  one  in  ten 


applicants  may  make  it  past 
the  selection  committee  drawn 
from  the  RA  Council. 

Yesterday  was  the  sixth 
attempt  for  David  Walter,  a 
self-taught  London  artist  who 
gave  up  a  mathematics  profes¬ 
sorship  in  the  Far  East  ro 
create  delicate  abstracts  using 
computers  fed  with  mathe¬ 
matical  equations.  He  said; 
“It's  like  the  lottery.  You  try 
and  try  again.  It's  a  bit  of 
exdreraent  every  year." 

Olive  Griffiths,  whose  sub¬ 
mission  included  a  portrait  of 
a  reclining  cat  and  Louise 
Smith,  who  entered  a  Somer¬ 
set  meadow,  had  each  tried  “at 
least"  six  times.  Asked  why 
they  keep  returning,  the/  an¬ 
swered  in  unison;  “Hope." 

77iey  vi sir  the  show  each 
year  to  view  the  chosen  few: 
“When  you  see  what  was 
accepted,  you  think,  how  did 
mine  get  thrown  out?"  Ms 
Smith  dismissed  “cotton-wool 
trees”  she  saw  last  time. 
Critics  described  that  show  as 
ranging  from  real  talent  to 
mediocrity  and  worse. 

Some  people  had  travelled 
across  Europe  to  enter.  Antho- 


Many  call,  -but  few  atfe^hosen:  David  Walter  among 
hopefuls  arriving  at  the  Royal  Academy  yesterday 


ny  Gregson  drove  from  his 
home  in  southwest  France  to 
deliver  a  watercolour  of  a  local 
village  and  Christine  de  Rio,  a 
stage  manager,  travelled  from 
Portugal  with  her  Algarve 
landscapes. 

Hoping  to  be  fourth-time 
lucky  with  a  vibrant  still-life, 
Alina  Karska.  from  Green- 
ford,  west  London,  said;  “If 
they  hang  my  picture,  I  will  be 
in  sevenrh  heaven."  Ronald 
Salmond.  from  Harrow,  has 
suffered  rejection  for  ten 
years,  although  he  had  suc¬ 
cess  before  that:  “I  don’t  think 
my  style’s  changed."  he  said, 
unwrapping  his  wood  engrav¬ 
ing  Boat  Repairs,  Topsham. 
He  will  keep  trying. 

First-timers  included  Eliza¬ 
beth  Harris,  an  octogenarian 
who  was  too  ill  to  deliver  a 
sensitive  still-life  herself.  A 
health  visitor  had  been  so 
impressed  by  her  fatenr  that 
he  decided  to  enter  it  for  her. 
He  said:  “She  is  a  very  old 
lady,  wiih  an  attractive  fare 
and  a  young  mind.  TTiis 
makes  her  fed  good." 

Antikka  Buff rey -Powell, 
from  Hereford,  who  took  up 
painting  only  last  October, 
brought  along  a  vibrant  semi¬ 
abstract  image.  She  has  devot¬ 
ed  herself  to  caring  for  the 
terminally  ill  in  hospices  and 
derided  to  enter  in  memory  of 
a  friend  who  died  shortly 
before  exhibiting  at  the  RA. 

Submissions  for  paintings 
and  sculpture  will  begin  later 
this  month.  Lasryear  a  total  of 
11,222  works  were  submitted 
by  professional  and  amateur 
artists.  There  was  space  for 
1331 

Some  of  this  year’s  entrants 
had  a  slightly  downcast  look, 
almost  as  if  they  knew  in 
their  hearts  that  they  would 
be  collecting  their  works 
from  a  back  office  long  before 
the  Summer  Show  opens  on 
June  I. 

But  even  that  would  put 
them  in  good  company.  Since 
the  annual  show  began  in 
1769.  the  names  of  the  rejected 
artists  include  many  who 
managed  to  overcome  the 
disappointment 
Some.  like  Stanley  Spencer 
and  John  Constable,  managed 
to  do  rather  well. 


A  photograph  of  Eric  Clapton  beside  one  of  the  two  Bridget  Riley  paintings  be  is  selling.  The  sale  of  50  works  next  month  could  fetch  £500,000 


Eric  Clapton  to  sell  cream 
of  his  modem  art  collection 


By  Dalya  alberge 

ERIC  CLAPTON,  the  rock  guitarist 
is  selling  50  of  the  works  of  art  that 
have  decorated  his  London  home  for 
the  past  five  years.  A  collection  that 
ranges  from  a  drawing  by  Degas  to 
an  optical  illusion  painting  by  Brid¬ 
get  Riley  is  expected  to  fetch  £500.000. 

Clapton  is  a  regular  buyer  in 
salerooms  and  is  known  to  trust  his 
eye.  rather  than  relying  on  advisers  or 
following  trends.  He  will  continue 
buying  modem  and  contemporary 
art  but  feels  like  a  change. 

Brett  Gorvy,  director  of  contempo¬ 
rary  art  at  Christie's,  which  will  self 
the  collection  on  May  29.  said:  “As 
with  his  music.  Mr  Clapton’s  taste  is 
eclectic  highly  personal  and  strongly 
rooted  in  tradition.  It  has  been  assem¬ 
bled  by  someone  who  has  not  been 
affected  by  the  vagaries  of  fashion." 

The  paintings  include  a  striking 
image  by  Serge  Poliakoff,  a  leading 
French  abstract  painter  of  the  1950s, 
which  is  estimated  to  fetch  £15,000.  A 
1974  abstract  by  Bridget  Riley,  a. 
leading  figure  ’of  the  Optical  Art 


movement  carries  an  estimate  of 
£40,000.  The  modern  Italian  painter 
Sandro  Chia,  a  member  of  the 
transavanguardia  movement  that 
reinterpreted  epic  history  painting,  is 
also  represented. 

Clapton,  who  battled  against  drink 
and  drugs  in  the  1970s.  bought  his 
home  in  Chelsea  last  year  for  just 
under  El  million.  He  refused  to 
comment  on  the  sale  yesterday 
because  he  did  not  want  to  be 
disturbed  in  his  studio,  where  he  is 
recording  an  album  to  be  released 
later  this  year.  Last  September  he 
cancelled  performances  at  the  Albert 
Hall  because  he  was  reportedly 
“having  difficulties"  recording  it 

Pop  stare  have  proved  to  be  some  of 
the  most  active  collectors  of  art  and 
antiques.  Mick  J agger  is  known  to 
have  19th-century  works  in  a  collec¬ 
tion  said  to  be  worth  up  to  £30  million 
and  David  Bowie's  wide  range  of 
passions  indudes  a  collection  of 
British  art  The  singer  Bryan  Ferry,  a 
regular  at  ait  exhibitions,  collects 
20th-century  British  art  Paul 
McCartney  owns  Surrealist  works 


and  Dave  Stewart  collects  Dali. 
Damien  Hirst  and  Gilbert  &  George. 

Madonna  has  a  mania  for  French 
and  Italian  paintings  of  nude  god¬ 
desses.  It  is  said  that  she  likes  to 
admire  them  from  the  comfort  of  her 
white  armchairs.  Her  rooms  also 
overflow  with  antiques. 

The  painter  Frida  Kahlo.  second 
wife  of  the  Mexican  Diego  Rivera,  is 
a  particular  favourite.  Madonna  once 
said  that  if  someone  did  not  like 
Kahlo’s  painting,  "then  1  know  they 
can’t  be  my  friend” 

Elton  John  once  had  a  voracious 
appetite  for  Art  Deco  and  Art  Nou¬ 
veau.  but  he  sold  his  collection  at 
Sotheby’s  in  1988.  part  of  a  £4.8  mil¬ 
lion  sale  that  had  a  huge  influence  on 
the  market  Boxes  of  bizarre  specta¬ 
cles  competed  with  avant-garde  furni¬ 
ture.  He  is  said  to  have  started  again 
immediately  in  different  areas:  Rus¬ 
sian  art  became  a  new-found  love. 

Art  Nouveau  and  Art  Deco  seem  to 
have  a  particularly  draw  for  several 
collectors  who  made  their  names  as 
entertainers,  among  them  the  actress 
Joan  Collins  and  pop  star  Rod 


Sandro  Chia’s  Meditation* 
which  is  also  to  be  sold 

Stewart  One  observer  said  that  what 
epitomised  those  forms  was  stylish¬ 
ness.  “In  die  entertainment  business, 
image  and  stylishness  have  a  value." 
□  Clapton  was  banned  from  driving 
for  14  days  by  magistrates  at 
Guildford,  Surrey,  yesterday  after  he 
admitted  speeding.  Kay  Bacri,  for  the 
prosecution,  said  that  police  caught 
him  driving  his  N-registered  black 
Mercedes  at  an  average  speed  of 
IOImph  on  the  A3  Ripley  bypass  on 
February  J8.  Clapton,  who  had  two 
previous  speeding  offences,  was  fined 
£300  and  his  licence  was  endorsed. 
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Charity  to  close 
after  founder 
milked  its  funds 


By  Emma  Wilkins 


A  CHARITY  for  the  homeless 
is  being  wound  up  after  its 
founder  and  two  other  women 
milked  its  funds.  All  three 
were  given  suspended  prison 
sentences  yesterday  after  a 
court  was  told  that  the  money 
went  on  foreign  holidays  and 
beauty  treatments. 

The  Dove  Word  Ministry,  a 
registered  Christian  charity  in 
High  Wycombe,  Bucking¬ 
hamshire.  was  originally  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  millionaire 
philanthropist  John  Paul  Get¬ 
ty  and  the  Guinness  Trust 
John  Mortimer,  the  play¬ 
wright  and  barrister  who  lives 
near  by,  had  been  a  patron. 

The  founder,  Kim  Gibson. 
50,  a  former  cabaret  singer. 
Ser  daughter.  Faith  Light  and 
a.votumary  worker,  Julie  Phil¬ 
lips,  were  convicted  of  conspir¬ 
acy  to  steal.  Aylesbury  Crown 
Court  was  told  that  Mrs 
Gibson  used  money  raised 
from  donations  to  buy  a 
Ffcrnge  Rover,  two  holidays  to 
EuroDisney  and  a  horse  box. 

judge  John  Slack  decided  to 
suspend  Mrs  Gibson’s  18- 
njonth  sentence  because  of  her 
previous  good  work  for  the 
cfciuity.  Her  daughter  was 
given  a  nine-month  suspend¬ 
ed  sentence  and  Ms  Phillips 
was  given  a  year  suspended. 
'.The  judge  said:  “No  one  can 
tfotibt  that  the  Do”?  Word 
Ministry  started  with  the  best 
eff  intentions  and  much  hard 
work  and  benefited  the 
unfortunates  -  the  alcoholics. 


drug  users  and  homeless  —  in 
High  Wycombe  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area." 

Ai  its  height.  Dove  Word 
had  three  hostels  and  a  day¬ 
care  centre  in  High  Wycombe. 
Police  were  alertea  to  concerns 
about  its  finances  by  the  Rev 
Paul  Nicolson.  who  was  chair¬ 
man.  Yesterday  he  said  it  was 
now  being  wound  up. 

Mrs  Gibson,  a  divorcee,  had 
been  dedicated  to  the  charity 
in  its  early  years,  when  she 
dispensed  soup  to  the  home¬ 
less  from  the  bade  of  an  old 
bus.  Mr  Nicholson  said:  “She 
was  one  of  the  few  people  with 
the  courage  to  go  into  the 
squats  to  help  people." 

Police  said  that  it  would 
never  be  known  how  much 
money  was  taken,  but  that  it 
could  have  been  about 
£20.000. 


Kim  Gibson:  was  given 
a  suspended  sentence 


Mother  tells  how 
solvent  abuse  led 
to  actor’s  suicide 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


A  MOTHER  described  yester¬ 
day  how  solvent  abuse  drove  a 
former  star  of  the  musical 
Oliver!  to  kill  himself.  Kuldip 
Visaria  said  she  had  watched 
addiction  ro  solvents  take  hold 
of  tier  son  Ravi,  13,  over  the 
space  of  four  weeks  and  turn 
him  from  a  bright  and  com¬ 
municative  child  into  someone 
the  family  barely  recognised. 

Ravi  was  found  hanging 
near  his  home  in  Kettering, 
Northamptonshire,  on  Satur¬ 
day.  His  mother  said  yester¬ 
day;  “  He  was  a  wonderful 
boy,  so  bright  and  so  intelli¬ 
gent.  He  was  a  brilliant  actor. 
He  was  very  religious  too.  He 
used  to  meditate  and  read 
religious  books.  We  were  such 
a  dose  family. 

Three  to  four  weeks  ago.  he 
changed  completely.  He  was  a 
different  person.  We  didn’t 
know  him  at  all.  He  would 
come  home  late  at  night,  up  to 
2.30  in  the  morning.  His 
hands  were  dirty  and  his  eyes 
were  glazed. 

"We  couldn't  talk  to  him. 
We  found  out  from  school  that 
he  had  sniffed  lighter  fluid 
with  a  few  of  his  friends  before 
Christmas. 

“We  asked  him  if  he  had 
been  doing  it  again.  He  told  us 
not  to  be  silly  and  said:  IYii 
not  stupid.’ 

“Then  we  started  finding 
lighters  in  his  pockets.  He  said 
he  bought  them  with  his 
dinner  money.  We  cleared  all 
the  solvents  out  of  die  house. 


but  it  didn’t  stop.  We  just 
couldn’t  get  through  to  him. 
He  didn't  want  to  part  of  the 
family  any  more. 

“He  was  such  a  perfect  boy. 
That's  what  makes  it  so  awful. 
We  just  can’t  understand  it 
He  had  so  much  to  live  for." 

Ravi,  a  child  model,  beat  off 
competition  from  hundreds  of 
other  young  hopefuls  to  win  a 
place  in  the  21-strong  child 
cast  of  Oliver!  at  the  London 
Palladium,  where  he  played  a 
workhouse  boy,  doing  four 
shows  a  week  during  a  ten- 
week  run  in  1995. 

Along  with  his  older  sister. 
Ruby,  he  went  to  a  stage 
school  in  Northampton  once  a 
week  before  moving  to  the 
Sylvia  Young  Theatre  School 
in  London.  He  studied  full 
time  at  the  Montagu  School  in 
Kettering. 

Sylvia  Young,  whose  former 
students  include  the  Spice  Girl 
Emma  Bunton.  the  television 
presenter  Dani  Behr  and  the 
actor  Nick  Berry,  said  yester¬ 
day.  “This  is  a  great  shock.  He 
was  a  very  talented  and  intelli¬ 
gent  youngster.  I  would  just 
like  to  extend  our  sympathy  to 
the  family." 

A  spokesman  for  North¬ 
amptonshire  Pblice  said: 
’There  are  no  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances.  a  report  is  being 
prepared  for  the  coroner.  An 
inquest  has  been  opened  and 
adjourned  and  a  full  hearing 
will  be  held  at  a  later 
dare." 
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’  Batman  kills  all  known  germ  ads  -  dead 
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By  robin  Young 
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Con,  Warfare!  Batman  has 
foiled  a  £2  million  plot  by  the  universal 

a  ^SS^agets  thought 
product  had  a  lot  in 

.  Batman;  bo*  are  j? 

ine  the  world  of  insidious  nasties,  i  ney 
toped  to  use  dips  from  the  forthcoming 
Hollywood  blockbuster  Batman  and 

“5^^BC^*enmos, 
-^However,  George  tiooney. 

recept  in  a  long  line  of  actors  dta*n  ® 

represent  the  raped  crusader,  does  not 

far 

Efc  r  •  . 


want  to  be  associated  with  a  Javatoiy 
cleaner.  The  dean-cut  heart-throb,  who 
also  stars  in  the  dinically  correct  hospital 
drama  ER.  reckoned  that  his  image 
would  suffer  if  he  were  associated  with 
sanitary  disinfectant  even  one  that  is 
Britain’s  biggest  household  cleaning 
brand,  so  a  E2  million  television  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  was  dead  in  the  water.  Mr 
Clooney,  who  took  over  the  Batman  role 
from  Val  Kilmer,  who  in  turn  succeeded 
Michael  Keaton,  has  the  final  say  on 

advertising  riMns. 

Warner  Brothers,  the  films  maker, 
was  not  opposed  to  the  advertisements, 
which  would  have  been  screened  soon 


after  the  film's  release  in  Britain  at  the 
end  of  June. 

Simon  Thong.  Domeslos’s  brand  man¬ 
ager,  said  yesterday:  This  was  a  brilliant 
idea  that  made  sense.  Batman  and 
Domestos  are  both  strong,  non-compro¬ 
mising  and  awesome  to  the  forces  of 
evil." 

The  deal  between  Warner  Brothers 
and  Lever  Brothers,  owners  of  the 
Domestos  brand,  was  being  mediated  by 
ihe  marketing  company  Triangle  Com¬ 
munications.  Triangle’s  chairman,  Kevin 
Twirtey.  said:  “1  do  not  think  Warners 
appreciated  the  strength  of  Domestos  in 
ihe  United  Kingdom.” 
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Yovur  first  Self  Assessment  tax  return  will  be 

ARRIVING  ANY  MINUTE 


If  you  usually  receive  a  tax  return,  look  out  for  your  new  style  Self  Assessment  form. 
tfhen  you  have  everything  you  need,  fill  it  in  and  return  it  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  you  need  help  during  office  hours,  contact  your  tax  office  -  the  telephone  number  is 
at  the  top  of  your  tax  return.  Or  in  the  evenings  .  ^ 

and  at  weekends,  call  the  Self  Assessment  Helpline  I  NpiZ  1 

on  0645  000  444  {calls  are  charged  at  local  rates).  I  Hr  KSVeflUe  ) 

*  Sdf  Assessment -a  dearer  fax  system 
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Britain  trails  Mexico 


in  new  health  study 


By  Ian  Murray 


BRITAIN  is  among  die  un- 
healthiest  places  to  live  in 
western  Europe  and  has  also 
fallen  behind  Menas.  Taiwan 
and  Israel,  according  to  a  new 
anaylsis  of  27  countries. 

The  claim  is  made  despite 
the  fact  that  people  born  in 
Britain  today  are  expected  to 
live  about  eight  years  longer 
than  those  born  in  1050.  The 
new  study  uses  12  indicators  of 
public  health  to  judge  each 
nation's  physical  well-being. 


rather  than  relying  solely 
upon  standard  estimates  of 
life  expectancy. 

The  Economist  intelligence 
unit  used  figures  published  by 
international  organisations  to 
examine  how  nations  per¬ 
formed  in  meeting  a  series  of 
crucial  health  factors.  These 
included  immunisation  rates, 
maternal  mortality.  HIV,  in¬ 
fant  mortality,  and  rates  of 
cancer,  heart  disease  and  res¬ 
piratory  disease  per  head  of 
population,  as  well  as  life 
expectancy.  On  the  resulting 


league  table  of  27  nations, 
Sweden  is  the  healthiest  place 
in  the  world  and  has  the  best 
medical  practice. 

Israel  is  die  second  best 
place  to  avoid  being  21.  South 
Africa  is  the  least  healthy 
place,  with  India,  Brazil  and 
Russia  in  the  places  just 
above  it 

Alexandra  Wyke,  editor  of 
Healthcare  International,  a 
new  publication  covering 
medical  care,  said:  “The  idea 
was  to  get  away  from  die  life 
expectancy  figure  in  order  to 


Doctors  call  for  pregnancy 
tests  to  cut  HIV  in  babies 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


BABIES  in  Britain  are  being 
needlessly  infected  with  the 
vims  that  causes  Aids  because 
tests  are  not  routinely  offered 
to  pregnant  women,  research¬ 
ers  have  claimed. 

If  women  are  found  to  be 
infected  by  HTV.  giving  them 
the  drug  AZT  during  preg¬ 
nancy  can  reduce  the  danger 
that  they  wBl  pass  the  virus  to 
their  children.  AZT  reduces 
the  risk  of  transmission  from 
mother  to  baby  from  one  in 
six  to  one  in  20.  In  the  United 
States  and  France  pregnant 
women  are  routinely  offered 
HIV  tests,  but  this  is  not  done 
in  Britain. 

“We  have  a  hopeless  testing 


policy."  Michael  Levin,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  paediatric  medicine 
at  St  Many's  Hospital.  Pad¬ 
dington,  told  New  Scientist. 
He  chaired  a  recent  meeting 
to  discuss  the  issue. 

Statistics  show  that  about 
100  babies  a  year  are  bom  to 
known  HIV-infected  mothers 
in  Britain,  but  many  are  bom 
to  mothers  who  are  infected 
but  are  unaware  of  it 

In  innercify  areas  the  rate 
of  HIV  infection  among 
mothers  has  risen  sharply 
since  1990.  Pregnant  women 
in  London  are  tested  anony¬ 
mously.  to  assess  the  spread 
of  the  infection,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  identify  the 
source  of  samples. 

Sam  Walters,  of  St  Mary’s. 
says  a  policy  of  obliging 


doctors  to  discuss  HIV-testing 
with  pregnant  women  should 
be  considered.  The  highest 
proportion  of  HIV-infected 
mothers  is  among  blade  Afri¬ 
can  immigrants.  They  are  not 
being  targeted  for  testing. 
“We  don't  want  to  be  seen  as 
picking  on  certain  racial 
groups,"  Dr  Wahers  said, 
“bat  they’re  being  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  by  not  getting 
the  advice  and  treatment  they 
need". 

□  Scientists  have  developed  a 
technique  which  allows  a 
diagnosis  of  fetal  meningitis 
strains  within  30  minutes. 
Blood  and  urine  samples  are 
used,  avoiding  the  need  for 
lumbar  punctures.  Trials  of 
the  system  have  started  in 
Britain  and  Ireland. 


give  a  truer  picture.  Under  the 
old  system,  flic  figure  really 
only  showed  the  level  of  care 
which  existed  in  the  past 

“This  will  give  a  true  snap* 
shot  of  die  level  of  care  at 
present" 

The  use  of  the  new  indices, 
she  said,  was  to  disentangle 
die  value  of  medical  practice 
and  technology  from  other 
factors  that  influence  health. 
“The  conclusion  must  be  that 
the  amount  spent  on 
healthcare  and  the  qualify  of 
doctors  and  hospitals  have 
little  to  do  with  the  qualify  of 
medicine.” 

The  tables  also  show  that 
healthcare  in  the  United  States 
appears  to  be  at  a  low  ebb.  It  is 
13th  in  the  league  table,  one 
place  above  Taiwan.  The  mag¬ 
azine  blames  this  on  the 
increasing  numbers  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  who  no  longer  have  any 
medical  insurance  and  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  medical  care. 

The  number  believed  to  be 
uninsured  is  expected  to  esca¬ 
late  to  45  million,  roughly  16 
per  cent  of  the  population,  by 
the  turn  of  the  century. 

The  countries  surveyed,  in 
order  of  healthiest  to  un- 
healthiest,  were:  Sweden.  Isra¬ 
el,  The  Netherlands,  Canada. 
Japan,  Switzerland,  Australia, 
Spain,  France,  Italy.  Ger¬ 
many,  Mexico,  the  United 
States.  Taiwan,  Britain,  Po¬ 
land,  South  Korea,  Singapore, 
Malaysia,  China,  Hungary. 
Argentina,  Turkey.  Russia. 
Brazil,  India  and  South  Africa. 


Sister  Gregory  preparing  for  evening  prayers  at  the  Bar  Convent  in  York,  which  will  soon  be  taking  in  paying  guests 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


Body  and  Mind,  page  20 


TOURISTS  in  York  are  being 
offered  a  new  experience  — 
bed,  breakfast  and  evening 
prayers. 

Nuns  at  the  Bar  Convent, 
within  the  medieval  city  walls 
at  Micklegate  Bar.  hope  they 
can  help  the  works  of  God  by 
offering  accommodation  to 
paying  guests.  "Hie  2D  sisters 
from  the  Institute  of  die 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary  plan  to 
use  the  revenue  for  a  confer¬ 
ence  and  study  centre  based 
on  die  convent's  library. 

Visitors  will  be  free  to  join 
the  order  at  services  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Grade  I  Geor¬ 


Convent  to  offer 


bed  and  vespers 


gian  convent  They  can  also 
request  access  to  the  5,000 
volumes  in  the  library. 

One  of  the  nuns.  Sister 
Gregory,  86,  said:  “We  are 
thrilled  to  bits.  We  are  not  a 
closed  order  and  we  love  to 
bring  people  together  and 
meet  them.  It  will  also  give  us 
a  chance  to  share  the  wonder¬ 
ful  books,  paintings  and  archi¬ 
tecture  we  have  here." 

Richard  Masefield,  busi¬ 
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ness  manager  of  the  trust 
running  the  convent,  said  that 
opening  its  doors  would  help  it 
to  pay  its  way. 

Visitors  will  stay  in  eight 
single  and  seven  twin  rooms 
previously  used  for  people  on 
retreaL  They  have  been  mod¬ 
ernised  with  the  help  of 
£50.000  from  the  philanthro¬ 
pist  John  Paul  Getty  and  a 
similar  sum  from  the  nuns’ 
own  order.  Each  floor  has  a 


McGonagall  takes 
the  rap  from  new 
wave  of  admirers 


By Joe Joseph 


WE  ALWAYS  suspected  rap 
music  was  awful.  Haw  awful? 
So  awful  that  rap  fans  now 
think  William  McGonagall  — 
the  man  who  got  away  with 
calling  himself  a  poet  before 
Scotland  had  a  Trades  De¬ 
scription  Act  —  is  a  genius. 

Rap  performers  are  queue¬ 
ing  to  record  his  poems/ 
American  academics  hail  him 
as  the  world’s  first  rapper. 
After  a  century  of  notoreify  for 
giving  verse  a  bad-  name. 
McGonagall  is  now  being 
feted  as  Snoop  Doggy 
Doggerel. 

Seamus  Cooney,  a  professor 
at  Western  Michigan  Univer¬ 
sity  who  has  studied  bad  poets 
throughout  the  world,  con¬ 
cludes  that  McGonagall  is  the 
best  of  the  worst.  Professor 
Cooney  has  particular  praise 
for  his  “calypso-like  disregard 
for  rhythm". 

At  Chicago’s  North  Park 
University,  the  English  faculty 
thinks  "McGonagall’s  appall¬ 
ing  abuse  of  metre  makes  his 
poems  quite  suitable  as  rap 
lyrics.  Do  not  be  deceived  by  a 
merely  casual  or  cursory  ex¬ 
amination  of  his  poems.  They 
are  far.  far  worse  than  you  can 
imagine.”  Santaphobia  Inc,  an 
American  recording  company, 
has  made  many  Scottish  jaws 
drop  by  releasing  “The  Wil¬ 
liam  McGonagall  Rapping 
Masterclass". 

Unable  to  contain  their  ado¬ 
ration.  McGonagall’s  new  ad¬ 
mirers  have  taken  to  the 
Internet.  McGonagall  net  sites 
have  sprung  up  in  Russia, 


Beautiful  Railway  Bridge  of 
the  SilVry  Toy! 

Alas ,  l  am  very'sorry  Co  say 

That  ninety  lives  have  been 
taken  away 

On  the  last  Sabbath  day  of 
1S79 

Which  will  be  remembered 
for  a  very  long  time. 

•—from 

The  Tay  Bridge  Disaster 


Japan,  Romania.  Canada  and 
the  United: States,  all  devoted 
to  the  poet. 

The  only  people  not 
flabbergasted  by  his  sudden 
popularity  are  members  of  the 
William  Topaz  McGonagall 
Appreciation  Society,  based  in 
a  Dundee  pub  near  where  the 
poet  lived.  Alex  Gouick,  the 
society’s  chairman,  said:  "I 
had  never  considered  him  as  a 
rap  artist  before.  But  if  people 
can  see  that  in  his  work,  it 
proves  that  he  has  a  lot  more 
going  for  him  than  people 
thought.”  • 

McGonagall,  a  weaver  and 
amateur  Shakespearean  ac¬ 
tor,  suddenly  caught  poetry 
the  way  other  people  catch 
measles,  recalling  in  his  mem¬ 
oirs  that  “The  most  startling 
incident  in  tny  life  was  the 
time  I  discovered  myself  to  be 
a  port,  which  was  in  the  year 
1877."  This  was  news  to  the 
Scots.  Worse  was  to  come 
when  he  carried  out  his  threat 
and  began  writing. 

Now  the  elders  of  Dundee 
want  to  establish  a  permanent 
memorial  to  him.  Not  if  Snoop 
Doggy  Dog  gets  there  first 


Scientists  keep  God 
in  their  equation 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


THE  proportion  of  American 
scientists  who  believe  in  God 
has  hardly  altered  in  80  years. 
However,  the  reaction  to  their 
level  of  faith  has  changed. 

A  study  in  1916  caused  a 
scandal  because  it  showed 
that  60  per  cent  were  non¬ 
believers.  The  authors  of  a 
new  study  say  it  will  surprise 
many  for  the  opposite  reason, 
as  it  shows  that  about  -40  per 
cent  still  believe  in  God. 

Edward  Larson,  from  the 
University  of  Georgia,  and 
Larry  Wuham,  from  Mary¬ 
land,  sent  questionnaires  to 
LOGO  scientists  listed  in  the 
1995  edition  of  American  Men 
and  Women  of  Science.  The 
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kitchen  for  self-catering  visi¬ 
tors.  The  modernisation  has 
also  meant  foil  central  healing, 
for  the  nuns  for  the  first  time;  • 
as  well  as  a  much-improved 
supply  of  hot  water. 

Bed  and  breakfast  costs  £17  . 
per  night  per  person;  E25  buys 
a  packed  lunch  and  an  eye-/ 
ning  meal.  The  foil  English 
breakfast  comes  from  the 
nuns’  kitchen,  but  other  food  is 
prepared  in  a  cafe  attached  to 
the  convent's  former  museum. 

The  nuns  will  continue  with 
a  daily  routine  that  first  began 
in  1686.  Looking  after  the 
guests  will  be  left  to  a  house¬ 
keeper,  estate  manager  and 
volunteers. 
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response  showed  39.3  per  cent 
believing  in  a  personal  God. 
against  41.8  per  cent  in  1916. 

Mathematicians  had  the 
highest  rate  of  belief,  at  44.6 
per  cent,  says  a  report  in 
Nature.  Physicists  and  astron¬ 
omers  scored  22.1  per  cent, 
overtaking  biologists  as  the 
group  least  likely  to  believe. 
The  survey  drew  a  .  response 
from  60  per  cent  of  those 
questioned,  against  70  per  cent 
in  1916. 

Belief  in  immortality  has 
declined  from  50.6  per  cent  to 
38  per  cent  Even  the  number 
with  an  “intense"  desire  for 
immortality  has  fallen  from  34 
per  cent  9.9  per  cent 
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Veterans  keep  the 
Falklands  spirit 
alive  15  years  on 


AN  ARRAY  of  faces  from 
what  now  seems  another  age 
rhet  in  London  yesterday  to 
establish  a  veterans'  associ¬ 
ation  for  rite  29300  service¬ 
men  —  and  quite  .a  few 
civilians  —  who  wear  the 
South  Atlantic  Medal  as  proof 
that  They  took  part  in  the 
defence  of  the  Falkland  Is¬ 
lands.  It  was  15  years  ago 
yesterday  that  .  Argentina 
seized  the  islands:  it  took  74 
days  and  255  British  lives  id 
wrest  them  bade. 

•  Some  of  the  faces  have  kept 
the  memory  alive,  none  more 
so  than  the  former  Welsh 
Guardsman  Simon  Weston. 
Yesterday  for  the  first  rime 
since  he  was  rushed  to  a  field 
hospital  with  terrible  bums 
sustained  on  Sir  Galahad,  he 
met  the  naval  surgeon  who 
first  patched  him  up.  Dr  Rick 
Joily.  who  commanded  rite 
Ajax  Bay  field  hospital,  has 
become  chairman  of  the  newly 
formed  South  Atlantic  Medal 
Association.  “This  is  the  first 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

rime  I  have  met  Simon  stand¬ 
ing  up  ”  he  said  yesterday  at 
the  association's  inaugural 
meeting  at  the  Falklands  Gov¬ 
ernment's  London  office. 

Dr  Jolly  said  that  the  associ¬ 
ation  had  been  formed 
because  many  servicemen  in 
the  task  fora  were  now  retir¬ 
ing  and  might  lose  contact 
with  their  comrades.  Many 
who  took  part,  especially  na¬ 
val  personnel,  never  saw  the 
islands  they  were  rescuing, 
being  stuck  on  support  ships 
far  out  at  sea.  “The  prime 
purpose  of  this  association  is 
comradeship,  but  I  hope,  in 
the  future,  that  members  will 
travel  to  the  Falklands  to  meet 
the  population  they  rescued." 
Dr  Jolly  said. 

The  association  was  largely 
the  brainchild  of  Denzil 
Connick.  a  lance-corporal  in 
the  3rd  Battalion.  Parachme 
Regiment,  who  lost  a  leg  in  the 
battle  for  Mount  Longdon. 
“This  is  about  comradeship, 
which  remains  very  strons 


among  those  who  fought  in 
rite  South  Atlantic.  The  Falk¬ 
lands  war  was  unique:  it  was 
not  long,  but  it  was  very 
vicious."  Mr  Connick  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Connick  has  never  been 
back  to  the  Falldands,  but  he 
has  visited  Argentina  and 
shaken  hands  with  his  former 
enemies,  including  the  soldier 
of  the  Argentine  7th  Infantry 
Regiment  who  shot  his  leg  off. 
"I  have  no  bitterness  towards 

them:  we  were  fellow-suffer¬ 
ers.  But  it  is  sad  that  the 
Argentinian  Government  does 
not  look  after  its  war  veterans 
properly.  Many  of  them  are  in 
extreme  poverty,  reduced  to 
selling  matches  on  street 
comers." 

What  would  veterans  think 
now  if  the  British  Government 
Took  a  softer  line?  "1  still  get 
suspicious  when  London  has 
very  pally  talks  with  Buenos 
Aires  over  the  mineral  rights 
of  the  islands."  Mr  Connick 
said.  "!t  would  be  politically 


ANTHONY  UPTON 


Dr  Rick  Jolly  with  Simon  Weston  yesterday.  They  last  met  in  an  emergency  medical  station  15  years  ago 


TaoUsh  of  any  British  govern¬ 
ment  to  lose  interest  in  the 
Falklands.  not  only  because  of 
the  wishes  of  the  islanders,  but 
because  of  the  sacrifice  and  the 
commitment  we  made  in  f‘81 
The  Inst  lives  must  not  he 
wasted." 

Sir  Rex  Hunt  the  governor 
at  the  time  of  (he  invasion. 


who  has  hung  up  his  plumed 
hat  and  lives  in  retirement  in 
Berkshire,  said  he  believed  the 
war  had  changed  die  Falk¬ 
lands  immeasurably  for  rhe 
better.  "They  are  comparative¬ 
ly  prosperous  now,  thanks  to 
licensing  the  fishing  grounds, 
and  anything  they  do  now 
they  do  with  their  own  money. 


Their  only  call  on  the  British 
taxpayer  is  for  the  defence 
force  we  keep  there." 

Two  of  die  most  famous 
names  from  the  conflict  are 
unconnected  with  the  new 
association,  but  will  meet  at  a 
commemoration  next  Tues¬ 
day.  Baroness  Thatcher  and 
the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  a 


naval  helicopter  pilot,  wifi 
attend  a  dinner  on  board  the 
P&O  liner  Canberra .  which 
was  commandeered  as  a  troop 
transport  in  19S2. 

□  Holders  of  the  South  At¬ 
lantic  Medal  who  wish  to  join 
the  association  should  write  to 
PO  Bax  S2.  Blackwood. 
Gwent ,  SP2  O'l'E. 


Ayckbourn  theatre  wins  reprieve 


A  LIFELINE  has  been  thrown 
to  the  playwright  Sir  Alan 
Ayckbourn  to  save  the 
£5.2  million  theatre  he  opened 
in  Scarborough  a  year  ago. 

North  Yorkshire  councillors 
voted  yesterday  to  reverse  a 
decision  taken  last  month  to 
cut  all  financial  support  for 
theatres  in  the  county.  The 
decision  had  jeopardised  other 
grants  for  the  Stephen  Joseph 
Theatre  and  threatened  its 
closure  when  its  existing  funds 
run  out  later  this  year. 

Councillors  agreed  to  give 
up  to  half  of  rite  £80.000  the 
county  had  promised.  The 
change  of  heart  should  mean 
that  EI75.000  of  lottery  fund¬ 
ing  from  the  Arts  Council 
should  now  also  be  released. 

A  spokesman  for  Sir  Alan 
said:  “This  decision  to  give  us 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

a  grant  does  make  our  future 
much  more  secure,  bur  we  are 
not  100  per  cent  safe  yet.  We 
will  still  have  a  shortfall  of 
around  £40.000  by  the  end  of 
the  season  and  we  must  now 
look  at  ways  of  making  that 
up.  It  will  be  tough,  but  we 
think  we  can  do  it.  Either  we 
will  have  to  raise  It  elsewhere 
or  we  shah  have  to  make  cuts." 

Sir  Alan,  who  shows  all  his 
productions  first  at  Scarbor¬ 
ough’  where  he  began  his 
drama  career,  told  councillors 
two  weeks  ago  that  their  fund¬ 
ing  cut  would  destroy  the  the¬ 
atre.  There  would  not  be 
enough  cash  in  the  bank  to 
continue  beyond  this  summer 
and  the  theatre,  which  the 
county  council  had  praised, 
would  dose  indefinitely  only 
18  months  after  its  opening 


last  spring,  he  said.  He  has 
fought  a  running  battle  for  six 
months  with  local  politicians 
over  their  financial  support. 

Despite  public  acclaim  at 
the  arrival  of  a  theatre  as  good 
as  many  in  the  West  End. 
there  was  a  great  deal  of 
muttering  about  the  cost  to 
local  taxpayers.  At  the  turn  of 
the  year  he  was  only  just  able 
to  head  off  district  councillors 
in  Scarborough  who  wanted 
to  cut  their  E5Q.000  annual 
commitment  ro  the  theatre  in 
favour  of  more  basic  public 
services.  At  the  time  he  told 
them:  “This  theatre  is  the  kiss 
of  life  for  this  town.  We 
generate  ten  rimes  more  in 
revenue  for  the  town  than  we 
asked  for." 

North  Yorkshire  has  told 
the  theatre,  however,  that  it 


Ayckbourn:  he  had  said 
cut  would  close  theatre 


should  not  expect  financial 
support  next  year  and  that  this 
year's  grant  will  be  paid  only 
on  production  of  an  acceptable 
business  plan. 


Leading  article,  page  23 


Fight  on  the  beaches  over 
‘shantytown’  holiday  huts 


HOSTILITIES  have  flared 
between  holidaymakers  who 
like  to  spend  summer  days 
looking  out  at  (he  sea  from  a 
rented  beach  hut.  and  seaside 
residents  who  have  to  spend 
all  year  looking  at  the  huts. 

The  feelings  of  local  people 
surfaced  in  Felixstowe.  Suf¬ 
folk,  after  vandals  set  fire  to 
three  huts  and  the  charred 
remains  were  left  on  the  , 
beach.  When  the  local  paper 
described  them  as  “cherished 
and  treasured"  objects,  the 
public's  response  was  not 
exactly  unanimous  in 
agreement 

Ray  Braybrook.  whose  sea¬ 
front  home  overlooks  a  site 


By  Ian  Murray 

for  some  of  the  town's  1,000 
huts,  wrote  to  complain  that 
they  were  not  treasured  or 
cherished  by  anyone  living 
within  30  miles  of  the  resort, 
and  added:  “I  don’t  condone 
the  mindless  vandalism  and 
destruction  of  these  blots  on 
the  landscape,  but  I  do  think 
they  should  be  relocated  to 
some  South  American  shanty¬ 
town  where  they  wouldn't 
look  out  of  place.” 

Yesterday  Mr  Braybrook 
said  that  he  had  since  re¬ 
ceived  backing  from  many 
residents  who  were  tired  of 
this  “total  eyesore  which  is 
nothing  more  than  converted 
garden  sheds  painted  some 


ghastly  colour'’.  However, 
Valerie  Donovan,  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  Felixstowe's  lei¬ 
sure  amenities,  said  thar 
many  of  the  huts  were  handed 
down  from  generation  to  gen¬ 
eration  and  that  the 
paintwork  was  restricted  to 
die  regulation  colours  of 
primrose  yellow,  sky  blue, 
pink.  grey,  cream  or  dark 
green. 

Jim  Butters.  chairman  of 
the  now-defunct  Beach  Hut 
Owners'  Association,  said: 
"Hut  owners  provide  a  fair 
old  revenue  in  rent  and 
spending  in  local  shops.  1  pay 
E2S9  a  year  for  a  barren  bit  of 
land," 


Prize  pet 
owners 
‘trailed’ 
by  dog 
snatchers 

By  Richard  Duce 

A  GANG  of  dog  smugglers 
was  thought  last  night  to  be 
behind  the  disappearance  of 
four  prizewi/ming  pomerians 
taken  from  a  car. 

Police  believe  that  the  own¬ 
ers,  Helen  Turnbull.  58,  ami 
her  husband.  David,  66,  could 
have  been  followed  by  the 
thieves  after  they  left  the  UK 
Toy  Dog  show  in  Stafford  last 
weekend.  On  the  drive  home 
to  Dunfermline  the  couple 
stopped  far  a  pub  meal  near 
Wigan.  When  they  returned  to 
the  car,  the  dogs  had  gone. 

A  Lancashire  police  spokes¬ 
man  said:  "This  looks  like  the 
work  of  professional  thieves. 
We  are  working  on  the  as¬ 
sumption  that  the  Turnbulls 
were  followed  up  the  M6." 
Ports  have  been  alerted  over 
the  theft,  as  ir  is  feared  that  the 
dogs  might  be  smuggled 
abroad  for  sale. 

The  dogs  are  like  small 
chows  and  weigh  about  4ib 
each.  The  owners  say  that 
each  dog  could  be  worth  as 
much  as  £10.000.  They  are 
offering  a  E2.000  reward  for 
their  safe  return. 

Mrs  Turnbull,  who  has 
bred  pomeranians  for  15 
years,  said:  “They  are  such 
friendly  creatures.  We  are 
beside  ourselves  with  worry. 
We  have  been  been  inundated 
with  messages  of  support 
from  dog  breeders  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the 
country." 

She  added:  “My  husband 
has  canoer  and  is  not  a  well 
man.  He  was  not  going  to 
come  to  the  show  in  Stafford, 
but  he  persuaded  me  to  let  him 
come.  It  was  the  first  time  he 
had  been  out  since  November, 
and  this  has  made  him 
worse." 

A  spokesman  for  the  Kennel 
Club  said  yesterday  that  it  was 
unlikely  that  the  thieves  would 
be  able  to  make  huge  profits 
from  their  crime.  Without 
paperwork  proving  the  pedi¬ 
gree  of  the  animals,  it  was 
unlikely  that  they  would  fetch 
more  than  £200  each,  even  if 
they  were  sold  abroad. 
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Wildlife  commandos  strike  at  army  of  rats 
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By  Shtrlev  English 


TAX:  THE  TRUTH 

Exclusive  survey 
of  the  parties' 
track  records  on 
the  pound  in  your 
pocket  in 

Weekend  Money 


A  TEAM  of  mountaineers  has 
invaded  a  tiny  Scottish  island 
to  poison  the  entire  population 
of  rats  dial  swarm  over  one  of 
Europe’s  most  important  sea¬ 
bird  colonies.  They  scaled 
350ft  cliffs,  braving  gales  and 
driving  rain,  to  leave  grain 
poisoned  with  warfarin  at 
nests,  burrows  and  rat  runs 
near  remote  ledges  and  deep 
gullies  on  the  coast 

The  abundance  of  eggs  and 
newly  hatched  chicks  on 
Honda  Island,  one  mile  off  the 
northwest  coast  of  Scotland, 
provides  easy  prey  for  the 
hundreds  of  brown  rats  that 
infest  the  heathery  isle  in 
Slimmer  and  which  can  grow 
to  the  size  of  a  small  dog.  The 
only  human  habitant  is  a 
wildlife  ranger  who  lives  there 
far  half  the  year. 

More  than  100,000  birds, 
including  puffins,  guillemots, 
razorbills  and  rare  arctic 
skuas,  gather  every  April  to 
breed  on  the  lb-mile  wide 
island.  The  Scottish  Wildlife 
Trust,  which  has  managed 
Handa  as  a  nature  reserve 
and  site  of  special  scientific 
interest  since  1991.  has  _  in 
recent  years  recorded  a  decline 
in  breeding  among  its  14 
seabird  species  that  give 
Handa  its  reputation. 

The  rats  are  blamed  for 


driving  puffins  off  the  island 
to  nest  on  the  rat-free  Great 
Stack  near  by.  Rare  black  guil¬ 
lemots,  which  once  nested  in 
crevices  and  under  boulders 
near  the  foot  of  the  immense 
red  cliffs  in  the  island's  north¬ 
west,  have  disappeared. 

The  vermin  originated  in 
Asia  and  ousted  the  smaller 
black  rat  when  they  arrived  in 
Britain  centuries  a^o  to  occu¬ 
py  the  sewers.  It  is  thought 
they  colonised  Handa  more 
than  130  years  ago,  coming 
ashore  from  a  shipwreck  or  in 
a  bag  of  grain.  The  only  other 
mammals  on  the  island  are 
oners,  shrews  and  voles. 

There  are  no  predators  to 
check  the  number  of  rats, 
which  can  increase  sixfold 
during  summer.  The  trust 
aims  to  eradicate  them  fay 
laying  poison  at  the  end  of 
winter,  when  they  are  at  their 


hungriest  Two  tonnes  of 
warfarin,  an  anti-coagulant 
that  thins  the  blood,  was  laid 
last  week  in  only  the  second 
such  exercise  carried  out  in 
Scotland. 

Bernard  Zonfrillo.  an  orni¬ 
thologist  from  Glasgow  Univ¬ 
ersity  overseeing  the  project, 
pioneered  the  eradication  of 
rats  on  AiLsa  Craig  in  the  Firth 
of  Clyde  in  1993.  using  poison. 
Julie  Stoneman,  the  trusts 
ranger  on  Handa,  said  the 
bait  posed  no  threat  to  resi¬ 
dent  seabirds,  which  lived  off 
fish  and  sandeeis.Therewas  a 
small  risk  of  secondary  poi¬ 
soning  to  passing  birds  of 
prey,  such  as  buzzards,  that 
ate  carrion,  although  this  did 
not  occur  on  Aisla  Craig.* 

Ms  Stoneman.  2S,  part  of 
the  nine-strong  team  that  laid 
the  poison,  said  the  rats  were 
“just  taking  over.  Generally 
when  they  eat  the  poison  they 
fed  very  ill  and  go  under¬ 
ground  to  die,  so  the  threat  to 
birds  of  prey  is  slight  The 
benefits,  however,  will  be 
great  This  is  a  very  important 
step  which  will  allow  Handa 
to  flourish." 

She  lives  in -a  spartan  hut 
without  electricity  or  gas  on 
the  island’s  gander  south  side, 
next  to  sandy  beaches  that 
slope  up  to  heather  moorland 
and  on  to  the  guano-splashed 
cliffs  of  the  northwest  Her 
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The  puffin  is  one  of  Handa  Island’s  14  types  of  seabirds  threatened  by  rats  that  can  grow  to  the  size  of  a  small  dog 


only  link  with  the  mainland  is 
by  shortwave  radio  to  Scourie, 
a  small  town  seven  miles 
down  the  coast. 

As  well  as  managing  the 
reserve,  she  welcomes  the 
5,000  visitors  who  arrive  each 
year  to  sample  the  smells  and 
sounds  by  the  cliffs  and  to 
experience  being  dive-bombed 


by  araic  skuas  who  patrol  the 
moorland  interior. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  rat 
poisoning  project,  supported 
by  the  RSPB  which  ran 
Handa  until  1991.  will  encour¬ 
age  the  bird  population  to 
expand  and  attract  new  spe¬ 
cies,  such  as  the  black  guille¬ 
mot  and  burrowing  birds  like 
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the  storm  petrel  and  manx 
sheerwater. 

The  island  will  be  checked 
for  surviving  rats  for  up  to  two 
years.  If  any  are  found  the 
exercise  will  be  repeated-  Any 
corpses  discovered  above 
ground  will  be  removed. 

”  Until  the  potato  blight  of 
1S4S.  Handa  supported  12 


crofting  families  who  exploit¬ 
ed  the  seabirds  for  food  and 
feathers,  which  they  sold  br 
bartered  for  wool  on  the 
mainland.  The  60  residents,- 
whose  ruined  crofts  ding  to 
the  island’s  slopes,  had  a 
“queeh”,  Handa’s  oldest  wid¬ 
ow,  and  a  “parliament”,  a 
council  of  men  who  met  daily. 


Save  the  vole  -  by 
buying  a  white  cat 
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By  Nick  Nuttall.  environment  correspondent 


A  FALL  in  the  population  of 
barn  owls,  stoats  and  weasels 
may  be  linked  with  a  rise  in 
that  of  domestic  and  feral  cats, 
researchers  said  yesterday. 

They  believe  that  cats, 
which  have  replaced  dogs  as 
Britain's  most  popular  pet, 
could  be  taking  large  num¬ 
bers  of  voles,  shrews  and 
mice,  on  which  many  wild 
animals  live. 

Michael  Woods,  of  the 
Mammal  Sodety,  said:  “We 
know  there  is  a  food  shortage 
for  barn  owls.  This  will  be 
partly  habitat-related,  but 
there  could  be  other  reasons, 
and  cats  may  be  one  of  them. 
In  terms  of  mammals,  like 
stoats,  we  also  seem  to  be 
seeing  fewer.”  • 

A  previous,  unpublished 
study  by  the  sodety  in  1990,  in 
which  35  owners  Were  asked 
to  record  thekflls  of  their  cate, 
found  that  even  well-fed  pets 
appeared  to  be  significant 
killers  of  wildlife. 

“Urban  cats  killed  garden 
birds  such  as  starlings,  black¬ 
birds  and  thrushes.  If  they 
took  mammals  they  were  the 
occasional  bat  and  frog.  In 
rural  areas,  it  was  sparrows 
and  wrens,”  said  Mr  Woods. 

He  added  that  the  aim  of 
the  new  survey,  in  which  it  is 
hoped  to  involve  more  volun¬ 
teers,  was  to  get  a  dearer  pic¬ 
ture  of  which  animals  cats 
killed,  and  how  many.  It  is 
hoped  to  match  cat  popular 


dons  with  declining  local 
papulations  of  birds  and 
mammals.  The  findings  could 
be  used  to  recommend  action 
to  redress  the  balance,  such  as 
choosing  a  less  predatory  type 
of  cat 

The  society’s  preliminary 
study  found  that  white  cats 
were  the  least  aggressive  and 
the  least  successful  hunters.1. 
The  report  found  that  imj 
trophies  were  brought  home 
by- white  cats. 

The  Siamese  was,  in  con¬ 
trast  die  Arnold  Schwarze¬ 
negger  of  die  cat  world,  Mr 
Woods  said.  “The  Siamese 
will  go  for  anything.”  The 
amount  they  are  fed  by  their 
owners  makes  no  difference; 
An  average  Siamese  brings 
home  74  birds  and  mammals 
over  seven  months,  according 
to  die  report  Black  cats  were 
the, next  best  hunters,1  with  57 
victims. 

Cats  aged  over  three  were 
far  less .  successful  hunters 
than  younger  ones.  On  aver¬ 
age,  a  cat  eats  only  40  per  cent 
of  wbat  it  catches;  most  of  the 
hunting  is  for  recreation. 

Whether  cats  really  do  dam¬ 
age  bird  and  mammal  popu¬ 
lations  remains  to  be  seen. 
The  Royal  Sodety  for  tire 
Protection  of  Birds  believes 
that  local  populations  of  birds 
can  be  affected  by  cat  num¬ 
bers.  but  that  factors  such  as 
traffic  and  pollution  have 
much  more  impact 
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Middle-class  mice 


are  15%  brighter 


PAMPERED  mice  grow  big¬ 
ger  brains,  three  American 
scientists  have  discovered 
(Nigel  Hawkes  writes).  Larger 
cages,  tasty  snacks  and  com¬ 
fortable  bedding  give  mice  a  15 
per  cent  brain  gam  in  the  part 
that  deals  with  learning  and 
memory. 

When  tested  on  a  maze, 
those  mice  showed  a  small  but 
significant  advantage  aver 
their  cousins  raised  in  more 
spartan  surroundings.  The 
finding,  though  it  may  not  be 
applicable  to  human  babies, 
seems  certain  to  revive  the 
debate  about  whether  nature 
or  nurture  has  greater  influ¬ 
ence  over  development. 

A  team  led  by  Dr  Gerd 


Kempermann,  of  the  Salk  Ins¬ 
titute  in  La  Jolla,  California, 
separated  24  female  mice  into 
two  groups  when  they  were  21 
days  old.  Half  of  them  were 
kept  in  standard  laboratory 
conditions,  four  to  a  cage,  and 
with  as  much  food  and  water 
as  they  wanted,  for  40  days. 

The  other  12  spent  the  time 
in  a  luxury  activity  centre  and 
were  fed  treats;  in  addition  to 
the  standard  food,  the  team 
reports  in  Nature.  Tests  four 
weeks  later  showed  that  those 
mice  had  at  least  15  per  cent 
more  cells  in  a  part  of  the 
hippocampus  —  which  is  in¬ 
volved  in  emotional  behav¬ 
iour,  learning  and  motivation 
—  called  the  dentate  gyrus.  *’ 
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*  The  Conservative  Manifesto  in  full 
-  see  pullout  in  section  2 

■  Anatole  Kaietsky  on  Hie  Tories1  tax 
wheeze  -  page  8 
■The  Times/Mori  poll  —  page  12 


^...the  Prime  Minister  had  slipped 
into  his  Zen  mode  of  delivery 
-  we  call  it  his  Mystic  Meg  voice-* 


i 

^Why  have  the  people  of  Tootinj 
been  chosen  to  hear  Vanessa 
Redgrave’s  political  message?* 


Heseltine  hawks  the  big  issues 


WITH  a  Single  bound,  Mich¬ 
ael  Heseltine  leapt  from  his 
helicopter  yesterday,  hot  from 
the  manifesto  launch,  to  bring 
the  good  Tory  ridings  to  Chel¬ 
tenham.  The  key  words  were 
power  and  excitement. 

The  famous  mane  stream¬ 
ing  and  suntan  eclipsing  the 
paler  faces  of  the  Cotswolds. 
the  Tories’  answer  to  Hale 
Bopp  pumped  hands  and 
preached  as  he  cut  a  swath 
through  shops  and  streets. 
“Britain  is  booming,  Irs  the 
most  exciting  time  that  1  can 
remember,"  he  declared  out¬ 
side  the  Safeways  supermar¬ 
ket  at  Up  Harherley.  just 
outside  Cheltenham.  He  re¬ 
peated  himself  all  the  way  to 
Worcester,  where  he  came  to 
deploy  his  charms  on  Worces¬ 
ter  Woman,  the  other  half  of 
Essex  Man:  the  affections  of 
the  swing-voting  lady  are  di¬ 
agnosed  by  pollsters  as  the  key 
to  electoral  salvation. 

“The  mood  is  changing the 
Deputy  Prime  Minister  ham¬ 
mered  away.  “1  can  see  h  in 
the  full  shopping  baskets.  I 
can  hear  it  in  the  cash  regis¬ 
ters.  The  people  are  getting 
more  power."  he  told  the 
Safeways  crowd,  after  a  lasa¬ 
gne  lunch  with  the  manager 
and  a  test-run  on  the  high-tech 
self-service  checkout  system. 

Not  everyone  was  convinced 
by  all  the  buzz.  “It’s  not 
exciting.  We’re  not  getting 
more  power."  insisted  Claire 
Taylor.  67.  “My  grandson  got 
a  2-1  at  university  and  now 
he’s  packing  cigarettes." 
“Well,  the  international  econo¬ 
mists  all  said  Britain  was 
booming.”  said  Hezza.  turn¬ 
ing  back  to  project  more 
excitement  at  passers-by. 

Cheltenham.  .  its  gentle 
Georgian  avenues,  splashed 
with  the  yellows  and  greens  of 
Spring,  is  a  key  target  jar  the 
Tories  since  Nigel  Jones  of  the 
Liberal  Democrats  snatched 
die  seat  from  them  in  1992. 


Charles  Bremner 
on  tour  with  the 
Tory  party's  top 
salesman 


amid  a  dispute  over  the  Con¬ 
servative’s  choice  of  a  black 
candidate.  This  time  round, 
the  Tories  are  taking  no  such 
chance.  They  are  fielding  John 
Tbdman.  a  local  lawyer  and 
council  member,  who  was 
basking  yesterday  in  his  dose 
of  Hezza  energy  as  he  shep¬ 
herded  him  our  of  what  he 
described  as  his  battle-bus:  a 
blue  Range  Rover. 

Not  for  Mr  Todman  any  of 
that  abrasive  self-assertion 
picked  up  from  the  American 
campaign  trail.  Steering  Mr 
H  and  his  gaggle  of  Middle 
England  Tories  along  Chel¬ 
tenham's  decorous  Prome¬ 
nade.  Mr  Todman  displayed 
an  English  self-effacement  in 
the  best  Hugh.  Grant  manner. 
Accosting  a  voter,  he 
apologised  for  the  intrusion:  “I 


am  only  the  Conserv¬ 
ative  candidate.  Nothing  too 
vital ..." 

While  Hezza  was  proving 
himself  vital  enough  for  two. 
recent  heart  attack  notwith¬ 
standing.  as  he  greeted  child¬ 
ren  and  dished  out  good-io- 
see»you*s  it  was  clear  that  his 
attractions  had  made  a  greater 
impact  than  his  name. 
"There’s  that  sexy  one  from 
the  telly.’'  said  a  rhirtyswme- 
thing  admirer.  “Wouldn’t 
mind  a  bit  of  slea2e  with  him. 
But  what’s  his  name?" 

’Thai's  Ashdown  —  you 
know,  the  Lib  Dem.”  said  her 
friend. 

The  Deputy  PM  was  well 
enough  known  to  the  man 
selling  The  Big  Issue,  outside 
Cheltenham's  shopping  mall. 
“Support  the  homeless  —  un¬ 
like  the  Conservative  Party, 
who  couldn’t  give  a  toss,"  he 
shouted  as  Mr  Heseltine  hove 
into  view.  The  politician 
obliged,  forking  out  £1.60  for 
two  issues  and  waiting  for  his 
change.  "The  big  issue  is  who 
governs  Britain."  he  beamed. 

Mr  Heseltine’s  concern  di¬ 
luted  the  bravado  of  Simon 
Savage,  the  2l-year-old  maga¬ 
zine  seller,  producing  a  flush 
that  reached  to  the  third  ring 
on  his  left  ear.  “Oh  well  — 
they're  all  as  bad  as  each 
other,  these  politicians,”  he 
said. 

A  quick  trip  up  the  M25  and 
Mr  Heseltine  was  doing  battle 
to  keep  a  Tory  sear.  Though 
Labour  has  never  won 
Worcester,  boundary  changes 
mean  it  would  take  only  a  3 
percent  swing  to  hand  rhe  seat 
to  Tony  Blair's  man.  Hecklers 
were  out  in  force  but  provided 
nothing  that  Hezz3  could  not 
handle.  Bob  Short,  67.  a 
pensioner,  asked  him  if  he 
could  live  on  £70  a  week.  Mr 
Hesehine  declined  to  answer. 

On  the  town’s .  female 
symbol.  Mr  Heseltine  ’  was 
brief:  “Worcester  Woman 
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Mr  Heseltine  conducting  his  counteroffensive  in  a  Cheltenham  supermarket:  “I  can  see  a  changing  mood  in  full  shopping  baskets" 


doesn't  exist.  We  are  sure  that 
we  can  persuade  Worcester 
woman.  Worcester  man, 
Worcester  young  person  and 
Worcester  pensioner  of  the 
danger  of  new  Labour,  and 
that  you  can  only  be  sure  with 
the  Conservatives."  Then  it 
was  back  to  the  helicopter  and 
home. 

□  Additional  reporting  by 
Joanna  Bale 


Bullish  Prescott  goes  through 
his  paces  at  cattle  market 
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Ben  Macintyre 
sees  Labour’s 
prize  campaigner 
perform 

TWO  weeks  into  his  10,000- 
mfle  cToss-country  drive  for 
votes.  John  Prescott  rode  into 
the  Staffordshire  town  of 
Uttoxeter  yesterday  to  round 
up  support  among  farmers 
attending  the  weekly  cattle 

market  „  . 

:.  i  To  milk  the  bovme  allusion, 
labour's  deputy  leader  may 
be  seen  either  as  die  lone  bull 
sent  "ahead  to  lead  the  way 
trough  the  electoral  praine, 
or  according  to  some,  as  a 
prized  but  unpredictable  bull¬ 
ock  who  has  been  removed  to 
dirtaflt  paddocks  to  stop  bun 
churning  up  the  best  pasture. 

This  has  been  a  long  trek, 
even  for  a  campaigns  *™r 
Prescott's  prime  pedigree,  and 
as  he  emerged  from  the  bus 
on  Uttoxeter  High  Street  to 
Restrains  of  Things  Can 
Only  Get  Better,  he  was 
plainly  pawing  die  ground 
and  ready  to  charge  if  ottered 
ijtredrag- 

:  When  asked  to  comment  on 
reports  that  he  has  been 
promised  the  title  of  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  in  the  event  of 
a:  Labour  vitfoty.  he  rolled  his 
eyes  and  snorted  dangerous- 
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Mr  Prescott  at  Uttoxeter  market  His  earthy  comments  went  down  well  with  farmers 


ly.  “I  don’t  comment  on  that 
sort  of  nonsense.  I'm  deputy 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party 
and  1  just  get  on  with  the  job 
of  winning  the  election.  That’s 
all  there  is  to  iL" 

When  photographers  tried 
to  prod  him  into  the  packed 
auction  room,  he  tossed  his 
head.  “I’m  not  going  in  there 
because  the  farmers  don't  like 
the  Bashes  going  off  when 
they're  bidding."  His  han¬ 
dlers,  arms  flapping,  tried  to 
head  him  back  inside,  and 
were  painfully  gored  with 
some  sharp  and  earthy  exple¬ 
tives.  drawing  appreciative 
glances  from  the  local  farm¬ 
ing  folk,  who  like  a  beast  with 
spirit 

But  after  half  an  hour 
chewing  the  cud  with  the 
market  folk.  Mr  Prescott’s 
usual  good  humour  was 
renewed.  The  Labour  deputy’ 
leader,  clad  in  wiruraJ  pin¬ 
stripe.  even  allowed  himself  to 
be  hoisted  onto  a  wall  to  be 
photographed  trying  to  pal  a 
rather  startled  Friesian. 

The  strain  of  his  dash 
around  65  key  sears  in  six 
weeks,  from  Falmouth  to  In¬ 


verness.  may  be  beginning  to 
tell,  but  Mr  Prescott  is  bom  to 
this  kind  of  heavy  work.  A 
market  is  the  perfect  foil  for 
his  brand  of  off-dre-cuffery. 
No  sale  item  is  insignificant  to 
the  campaign,  even  if  ihe 
links  require  some  energetic 
lateral  thinking. 

At  the  sweet  stall:  “Got  any 
gob-stopper»?  Give  ’em  to 
John  Major." 

At  the  fish  stall:  “l  like 
smoked  haddock.  We  used  to 
have  a  lot  more  fish  in  1979." 

To  a  man  frying  chips:  "1 
used  lo  be  a  waiter  for  five 
years." 

To  a  small  boy  with  a 
plastic  gun:  “Gor  blimey  |the 
Fust  time  1  can  recollect  hear¬ 
ing  someone  use  this  expres¬ 
sion!  —  give  it  to  John  Major. 
He’s  cry  in’  in  ihe  corner,  no 
one’s  listening  lo  him.  Give 
1m  the  gun." 

Mad  cows  were  the  main 
theme  of  Ihe  day.  At  the  height 
of  the  BSE  furore.  Uttoxeter 
cattle  market  the  largest  in 
the  region,  was  all  but  desert¬ 
ed.  Burtoq  constituency  is  No 
46  on  the  Labour  target  list, 
requiring  a  35  per  cent  swing 


to  unseal  the  Conservative, 
Ivan  Lawrence.  The  constitu¬ 
ency  carries  heavy  symbol¬ 
ism,  since  the  last  time  Labour 
won  here  was  in  1945. 

Anger  over  damage  to  the 
beef  industry  may  be  the 
critical  factor  in  the  local  race. 
“We’ve  got  to  restore  confi¬ 
dence  after  this  Government's 
record."  Mr  Presrolt  reas¬ 
sured  his  listeners  at  every 
turn. 

Some  farmers  at  yesterday's 
market  were  so  angry  that 
they  appeared  unsure  whom 
to  blame.  Mr  Prescott  was 
accosted  by  an  irate,  red-faced 
farmer  with  extravagant  side- 
whiskers.  “Why  haven’t  you 
got  rid  of  ail  the  bloody 
foreign  beeff*  he  shouted,  and 
clumped  off. 

"He  thinks  we're  already  in 
power."  said  Mr  Prescott 

Thoroughly  mollified  by 
his  brief  romp  in  the  heart  of 
the  West  Midlands  country¬ 
side.  a  docile  and  beaming 
Mr  Prescott  eventually  trotted 
up  the  ramp  into  his  bus,  to 
continue  Ihe  electoral  bidding 
in  die  next  market  and  the 
next  town. 
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Tories’  tax  wheeze  has 
several  hidden  stings 

_ _  from  yesterdays  propos 

-  i '  -  Kd  cmaller  than  tnC  fl 


IN  principle,  it  is  hard  to 

object  to  John  Major's  idea  ot 

offering  some  tax  rebates  to 
people  who  stay  at  home  to 
look  after  children  and  elderly 
dependants.  _  .  . 

At  present  Britain  is  one  of 
the  only  advanced  industrial 
countries  that  applies  essen¬ 
tially  the  same  tax  system  to 
married  couples  as  to  individ- 

.  -.i _ i.  Twnnnci- 


The  privileges  John  Major  is 
hoping  will  appeal  to 
married  voters  bear  a  close 
resemblance  to  the  ones  he 
took  away  as  Chancellot, 
writes  Anatole  Kaletsky 


from  yesterday’s  proposal  win 
be  smaller  than  the  number 
who  may  feel  disappointed  at 

having  been  left  out. 

Furthermore,  since  it  is 

typically  the  richer  Conserva¬ 
tive-voting  families  can 

afford  for  the  woman  not  to  go 
out  to  work  at  all.  it  is  not  dear 

that  this  plan  is  as  well 
targeted  as  it  first  appears, 
-  -  —  a  social  or  an 


riallv  the  same  rax  system /u  — m 

rafri^tWPlfen^Yre?Ponsi-  quer.  married  couples  were  privileges  th^  have  lost  m  die  point  of  view. 

uals  without  farm  y  allowed  to  oool  their  personal  past  seven  years.  This  leads  to  the  third  and 

bUities  and  dependants.  In  a^towedto  pom  second  drawback  of  Mr  oI 

SfSir*  sgiSrS 

It  was  also  Mr  Major  who,  the  at  *  '  -*“*  *"  ei"m,v  thal 

as  Chancellor,  began  the  tong  simDlv  be  able  to 

freeze  on  the  £1.720  married  all  will  simply  De  m 


families  and  individuals. 
Married  couples  are  allowed 
to  choose  whichever  schedule 
requires  them  to  pay  less  tax. 

But,  like  many  ingenious 
wheezes  to  bribe  voters  with 
their  own  money,  yesterday’s 
plan  to  give  non-working 
spouses  a  tax  break  worth 
£900  annually  comes  with 
several  hidden  stings. 

The  most  obvious  pobhcal 
problem  is  the  awkward  reali¬ 
ty  that  ft  was  John  Major 
himself  who  presided  over  the 
removal  of  the  tax  privileges 
he  now  wants  to  dangle  in 
front  of  married  voters.  Until 
April  1990.  when  Mr  Major 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 


ireczc  uii  ui«  - - 

couples’  allowance  —  the  one 


responsiouracs  A^c-i 

the  tax  system  after  April  1990 
As  a  result  of  these  reforms 
undertaken  under  Mr  Major, 
a  working  couple  with  earn¬ 
ings  of  £30,000  a  year  now 
pays  roughly  £1.500  less  ui 
taxes  than  a  family  where  only 
one  spouse  brings  in  the  same 

-  _ _ _ cfnvs  flt 


ail  win  _ 

transfer  to  her  working  hus¬ 
band  her  E4.045  personal  al¬ 
lowance  —  and  thereby  save 
the  family  23  per  cent  of  this 

sum  in  tax -it  is  still  unclear 

what  will  happen  to  a  woman 
who  earns  less  than  E4.045. 
And  for  families  m  which  both 
spouses  are  earning  more 
than  £4,045  annually.  Mr 
Major’s  changes  will  have  no 
.  -  70  rv»r  cent 


one  spouse  brings  in  the  same  since  70  per  cent 

Income  while  the  other  stays  at  wiffchOd- 

^ieiday,  amioun= 

of  people  Who  will  benefit 


hedged  about  is  simply  that 
anymore  generous  treatment 
would  have  been  too  expen¬ 
sive.  _ 

When  Gordon  Brown 
claimed  yesterday  that  the 
introduction  of  transferable 
tax  allowances  for  married 
couples  would  cost  £3.4  billion 
a  year  while  the  re¬ 
instatement  of  job}*  ®*sess- 
ment  would  cost  £52  billion, 
he  was  quoting  Treasury  sta¬ 
tistics.  The  difference  between 
Mr  Brown’s  figures  and  the 

E12  billion  cited  in  fte  ^  not 

SJStaKiSS  realistic' to  imagine  that  Brit- 


Hl!w!!!!nu!dngarii' manifesto  message  across  yesterday 
John  Major,  Brian  Mawhinney  an  mnsfbnn  the  ideal,  stripe,  would  be  aj 


couples  who  will  not  benefit 
from  Mr  Major’s  plan. 

But  even  the  cost  of  £12  bil¬ 
lion  annually  would  make  a 
significant  dent  in  the  Budget 
pushing  off  into  the  blue  yon¬ 
der  the  day  when  the  Tons 
other  tax  “aspirations"  can  be 

_ J  it  ie  cimnlu  HOt 


ain's  “booming  economy"  will 
generate  enough  revenue  to 
IS  for  both  thl  marriage  tax 

benefit  and  the  further  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  standard  rate  ot 
income  tax  also  promised 
yesterday  by  Mr  Major. 

The  economy  may  be  fairly 
robust  at  present  bur  there  is 
no  prospect  of  if  accelerating 
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sufficiently  to  transform  the 
Treasury’s  finanaal  prospects 

_  and  if  the  economy  did 
accelerate,  taxes  would  have  to 
be  raised,  rather  than  lowered, 
if  the  Tories  were  serious 
about  the  promise  to  keep 
inflation  under  control. 

In  reality,  therefore,  the  next 
government  whatever  its  po  - 


ideal  stripe,  would  be  able  to 
nay  for  dramatic  tax  cuts  only 
by  equally  dramatic  reduty 
tions  in  public  spending.  Al-  -, 
tematively,  the  Government  : 
could  simply  cut  some  taxes  by., 
raising  others  -  precisely  die  , 
course  Mr  Major  hasjol-, 
lowed,  with  less  than  san sfac- 
torv  political  results. 


Major’s  deal 
with  Clarke 
made  pledge 

possible 

By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


JOHN  MAJOR  had  to  break 
down  long-standing  Treasury 
resistance  and  re-order  his 
priorities  on  tax  to  secure  the 
inclusion  in  the  manifesto  ot 
his  eye-catching  plan  to  help 
families. 

The  proposals  to  give 
EI2  billion  of  tax  breaks  for 
married  couples  with  children 
or  dependent  relatives  —  al¬ 
lowing  the  non-working  wife 
or  husband  to  transfer  their 


that  there  was  no  specific  - 
provision  within  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  forward  plans  for  the 
£U  billion  allowances  trans¬ 
fer  plan,  which  could  add 
about  E17.50  a  week  to  the 
incomes  of  almost  two  million 

families.  ' 

At  a  series  of  briefings  after 

the  manifesto  announcement, 
ministers  made  dear  that  the 
money  would  come  eventually 

^  afaumkr  nit*,  in 


luwrcj  - - 
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partner  —  J1®*  Joi ng  -f[sca\  drag",  the  phenomenon 


1I1IU  U»v  •***-“*- - - 

only  as  a  result  of  a  dassic 
behind-the-scenes  compro¬ 
mise  between  Kenneth  Clarke, 
the  Chancellor,  and  the  Prime 

Minister.  . 

Some  time  ago  Mr  Major 
ordered  his  policy  unit  to  come 
up  with  manifesto  ideas  to 
help  families.  But  plans  for  the 
full  transferability  of  allow¬ 
ances  for  all  married  couples 
were  turned  down  by  the 
Chancellor  as  recently  as  1995 
on  the  ground  that  it  would 
cost  in  the  region  of  £3.5  bil¬ 
lion.  Mr  Major’s  policy  advis¬ 
ers  then  came  up  with  the  idea 
of  restricting  the  relief  to 
couples  with  children  or  de¬ 
pendent  relatives  at  home. 

The  targeted  nature  of  the 
plan,  the  much-reduced  cost 
and  Mr  Major’s  readiness  to 
downgrade  his  hopes  of  abol¬ 
ishing  capital  gains  and  inher¬ 
itance  taxes  went  most  of  the 
way  to  convincing  Mr  Clarke. 
The  party's  desperate  need  for 
radical  and  popular  measures 
to  present  to  the  electorate  was 
the  clincher,  even  though 
some  Treasury  sources  found 
it  hard  yesterday  to  display 
much  enthusiasm  for  the  plan. 

The  Tories  went  to  consider¬ 
able  lengths  to  show  how  their 
extra  spending  plans  outlined 
in  the  manifesto,  including  the 
basic  pension-plus  scheme, 
the  "respite"  programme  for 
mrere,  and  the  help  for 
schools  to  become  specialist  — 
would  be  more  than  compen¬ 
sated  for  by  new  savings,  the 
biggest  from  the  plan  to  sell  off 
licences  from  the  new  genera¬ 
tion  of  mobile  phones. 

But  ministers  had  to  admit 


higher  tax  brackets. 

Mr  Major  said  that  the  new 
plan  would  be  introduced  as 
soon  as  it  was  affordable  — 
emphasising  that  it  would 
"probably"  be  in  the  second 
year  of  the  new  Parliament 

At  the  same  time  he  honour¬ 
ed  his  deal  with  Mr  Clarke 
and  allowed  his  previous  aspi-: 


The  Conservative  Party 
manifesto  appears  in  full 
today  in  Section  2.  The 
Labour  Party  manifesto 
will  appear  in  full 
tomorrow. 


ration  to  abolish  capital  gains 

and  inheritance  taxes  to  take  a 

back  seat  The  manifesto  says 
merely  that  the  Tones  will 
continue  to  reduce  the  burden , 
of  capital  gains  tax  and  inheri¬ 
tance  tax  “as  it  is  prudentto  do 
so".  Mr  Major  told  yesterday’s 
press  conference  he  had  not 
given  up  hope  of  abolishing- •• 
them  but  it  was  unlikely  that, 
this  would  be  possible  in  the. 
next  Parliament  • 

Reducing  the  basic  rate  ot . 
income  tax  to  20p  —  although 
for  the  first  time  the  Tones 
have  set  a  five-year  timescale  : 
on  the  objective  —  will  also 
have  to  take  second  place  to 
the  allowances  plan. 

It  was  clear  yesterday  that 
Treasury  ministers  remain 
uncomfortable  about- the  tax- 
allowances  plan.  In  truth,  no_ 
Chancellor  likes  being  told 
what  is  going  to  be  in  ms 
Budget  of  two  years’  time. 


Risk  takers  offered 
a  cash  inducement 


!  i^.,;  ‘re;-..  • 


By  Christine  Buckley 
INDUSTRIAL  CO  ((RESPONDENT 

SMALL  businesses  would  get 
a  tax  boost  under  a  Tory 
government  from  manifesto 
plans  to  cut  their  corporation 
tax  and  business  rates. 

The  schemes  to  reward 
“Britain's  risk  takers”  is  an 
effort  to  woo  the  five  million 
small  businesses  that  have 
constantly  complained  that 
the  tax  system  discriminates 
against  them- 

The  lower  rate  of  corpora¬ 
tion  tax  would  fall  from  a 
basic  rate  of  23p  to  20p  in  line 
with  personal  taxation.  The 
move  maintains  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  keep  the  two  rates  the 
same.  Business  rates  would 
also  be  cut.  At  present  small 
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companies  in  England  pay ; 
£14  billion  in  annual  business 
rates,  at  43 2p  in  the  pound  cm 
the  rateable  value  of  meiir 
properties.  It  is  now  possible 
that  the  first  stage  of  rmeable 
value,  maybe  up  to  £250,000, 
will  be  ignored  for  a  sm*“  - 
business,  and  that  variable- 
levels  of  rates  will  be  intro¬ 
duced. 

But  the  manifesto  contains 
no  boost  for  the  self-employed. 
Stephen  Alambritis,  spokes^; 
man  for  the  "Federation  ot  ' 
Small  Businesses,  said:  Al¬ 
though  we  welcome  the  moves 
on  the  business  rate,  ft  ^ 
unfair  that  the  self-employ™ 
must  pay  tax  at  up  ®  40  per¬ 
cent  while  small  businesses 
may  be  able  to  pay  at  20  per 
cent." 
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Slick  design  creates  picture  of  political  correctness 

»4  DTV  manrf*cinr  _ _ ,  ri  n  ■ .  - .  —  *- 


PARTY  manifestos  are  sel¬ 
dom  works  of  art  It  is  true 
ihat  the  1983  Tory  manifesto 
was  written  by  a  novelist, 
Ferdinand  Mount,  and  some 
since  then  have  had  passages 
w&kh  now  read  like  fiction. 
b&  the  prose  in  yesterday's 
document  will  not  win  any 
prices.  The  pictures,  however, 
break  new  ground. 

They  certainly  hint  at 
themes  which  are  not  always 
folly .  developed  in  the  text 
Tae  ,  pictures  send  out  a 
mixed  message  0f  political 
correctness  and  Euroscepti- 
afiav-and  they  even  have  a 
certain  charm. 

Previous  manifestos  have 
been  monochrome  but  this 
onetooksTike  a  multination¬ 
al's  annual  report  perhaps 
appropriately,  given  the  em 

phases  oh  the  Government's 
record.  The  56  pages  are 
studded  '  with  graphs  and 
-fringed  with  photographs. 

The  work  has  been  kept 
within  the  Tory  family.  Al¬ 
though  no  credit  is  given  in 
the  text  a  Central  Office 
source  confirmed  that  the 
choice  of  pictures  was  (eft  to 
Smfthfidd  Design,  a  subsid¬ 
iary  of  Lowe  Bell,  whose 
chairman  Tim  Beil  is  one  of 
the  Tories'  main  media  advis¬ 
ers.  Smithfieid  declined  to 


Michael  Gove  detects  a  sub-text  in  the  colourful  montages  of  glossy  photographs 


comment  on  its  choice  of 
shots,  citing  client  confiden¬ 
tiality. 

The  pages  were  scrutinised 
before  publication  by  the 
party  chairman,  Brian  Ma- 
whinney.  and  the  Welsh  and 
Scottish  Secretaries,  William 


Manifesto 
omits  one 
tiny  detail: 
how  to  win 
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ANY  election  manifesto  has 
to  pass  three  rests  —  does  it 
address  Ae  real  problems 
faring  Britain,  are  its  prom¬ 
ises  affordable  and  is  it 
politically  credible?  Labour 
in  1983  failed  ail  three  with 
Ae  infamous  “longest  sui¬ 
cide  note  in  history".  The 
Tories  yesterday  passed 
one-and-a-half,  or  perhaps 
two,  out  of  three.  Their, 
manifesto  offered  a  plausi¬ 
ble  plan  for  a  further  term 
in  government,  but  Ae  par¬ 
ty  still  lacks  a  con  vindng  re- 
election  strategy. 

The  Major  Government 
has  a  solid  economic  record 
on  growA,  inflation  and 
unemployment  after  earlier 
serious  mistakes.  Britain  is 
now  in  a  strong  competitive 
position  which  could  be  put 
at  risk  by  measures  which 
add  to  business  costs.  But 
Ae  Tories’  record  on  public 
spending  and  tax  is  less 
impressive  A  an  their  rheto¬ 
ric.  They  can  claim  to  have 
produced  tower  spending 
and  tax  shares  than  most  of 
our  competitors,  but  cuts  in 
income  tax  have  involved 
increases  in  oAer  taxes. 

Moreover,  the  manifesto 
proposals  are  not  quite  as 
fiscally  responsible  as  Ae 
Tory'  high  command  was 
pretending  yesterday.  The 
Treasury  and  Downing 
Street  compromised  over 
Ae  long-term  reform  of 
pensions  (which  would  cost 
very’  little  in  Ae  next  parlia¬ 
ment 1.  over  Ae  transfer  of 
personal  allowances  be¬ 
tween  married  couples  and 
over  Ae  phasing  out  of 
capital  taxes.  Ministers 
sounded  a  little  ragged  yes¬ 
terday  when  explaining 
how  Ae  cost  of  Ae  transfer 
of  allowances  would  be 
financed.  It 
is  always 
right  to  be  ry. 
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6  The  weakness  of 
the  manifesto  is 
political.  The  pro¬ 
posals  are  aimed  at 
Middle  England, 
at  rallying  the 
traditional  Tory 
supporters.  There 
is  tittle  to  appeal  to 
waver ers  and  those 
who  have  switched 
to  Tony  Blair  5 


z 
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schools  sounds  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  halfway  house:  The 
Tories’  proposals  cm  pen¬ 
sion  reform  address  the 
crucial  long-term  issue  of 
Ae  affordability  of  Ae  wel¬ 
fare  state,  whatever  doubts 
there  may  be  about  Ae 
medium-term  costs. 

The  weakness  of  Ae  man¬ 
ifesto  is  political.  The  pro¬ 
posals  are  aimed  at  Middle 
England — at  rallying  tradi¬ 
tional  Tory  supporters  via 
Ae  tax,  education  and  law- 
and-crrder  themes.  The  pro¬ 
posals  for  breaking  up  Ae 
remaining  bastions  of  local 
authority  housing  may  help 
Ae  have-nots  but  Ae  main 
focus  of  Ae  manifesto  is  on 
Ae  haves,  both  existing  and 
aspiring.  There  is  little  to 
appeal  to  waverers  and 
Aase  who  have  switched 
behind  Tony  Blair. 

John  Major  was  yester¬ 
day  at  his  most  convincing 
as  chief  executive  of  HMG 
pic,  Ae  safe  and  experi¬ 
enced  manager.  But  he  is 
also  leader  of  the  Tory  party 
and  Aat  is  a  far  less 
attractive  animal.  The 
strengths  of 
Ae  Govem- 
.  r  ment  are 

ikness  of  befog  un- 
ifestO  is  dermined  by 
Ae  weak- 

Tne  pro-  nesses  of  Ae 
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■  for  Ae  mati¬ 
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past  three  years.  .  .  Jtheir  dKtiOT 


(My  a  W-eyed  opti. 

rmst  would  believe  Aat  it  is 
passible  to  change  allow¬ 
ances,  cut  Ae  basic  ra£f.{° 
20  per  cent,  keep  public 
spending  less  than  40  per 
cent  of  national  income  by 
Ae  end  .of  the  next  parlia¬ 
ment  and,  at  the  same  time, 
vimraliy  eliminate  public 
borrowing  by  2000. 

The  Tories  are  serious 
about  reforming  public  ser¬ 
vices  and  extending  choice 
and  improving  standards  m 
education  —  even  if  Ae  idea 

of  locally  maintained 
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preach  in  their  election 
addresses.  Will  Aeir  com¬ 
ments  be  disowned? 

TTie  manifesto  never  real¬ 
ly  tackles  Ae  political  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  any  party 
should  remain  in  power  lor 
so  tong.  The  Tories  seem 
neither  to  understand  nor 
have  an  answer  for  the 
^time  for  a  change"  mood. 
That  has  been  far  more 
powerful,  so  far.  Aan  all  Ae 
arguments  about  competi¬ 
tiveness.  For  once,  taxes  and 
Ae  economy  may  nor  be 
enough. 


Hague  and  Michael  Forsyth. 
The  cover  bears  a  handsome 
snap  of  Ae  Prime  Minister, 
all  tooAy  grin  and  Austin 
Reed,  but  unfortunately  ac¬ 
companying  Mr  Major’s 
foreword  is  a  mugshot  that 
looks  like  a  still  from  his  son’s 


camcorder.  The  presentation 
picks  up  inside. 

Each  of  the  five  chapters, 
from  “The  Enterprise  Centre 
of  Europe"  to  “A  Confident, 
United  and  Sovereign  Na¬ 
tion".  begins  with  a  full-page 
montage  of  snaps  which  cre¬ 


ate  an  effect  similar  to  that  of 
a  stained-glass  window  in  a 
modem  caAedraL 
OAer  chapters  are  "World 
Class  Health  and  Public  Ser¬ 
vice",  “Opportunity  and 
Ownership  for  Individuals 
and  Fa m flies"  and  “A  Safe 


and  Civil  Society".  The  Prune 
Minister  claimed  at  Ae  mani¬ 
festo  launch  that  the  Tories 
were  an  inclusive  party  and 
Ae  pictures  are  suitably  PC 
as  well  as  high-tech.  In  Ae 
frontispiece  to  Ae  Enterprise 
section,  a  black  woman  in  a 


white  lab  coat  processes  data 
in  one  comer,  a  rig  stands 
proudly  in  NorA  Sea  waters 
in  another  and  at  the  centre, 
between  a  super-Sky  dish 
and  Ae  City  by  night,  a  stem 
woman  in  a  bob  lectures  two 
male  executives.  Central  Of¬ 


fice  said  that  Ae  shots  were 
not  posed  by  adore  —  "Oh 
no.  A  eyYe  all  real  people, 
action  shots,"  said  one 
source. 

The  inclusive  Acme  per¬ 
meates  Ae  United  Nation 
picture  page.  Scottish  pride  is 
assuaged  wiA  a  shot 
of  Edinburgh  Castie  and 
Ae  Scott  Monument  from 
Princes  Street.  The  Welsh  gel 
a  view  of  Conwy  Castie  and, 
in  a  nod  to  Ulster’s  Unionists, 
a  postcard  shot  of  the  Giant's 
Causeway  in  Co  Antrim  is 
slipped  in  at  the  bottom. 

The  English  are  given  a 
glimpse  of  some  green  and 
pleasant  land.  WiA  every 
nationality  nodded  to  in  a 
visual  echo  of  Ae  eve  of  hattle 
scene  from  Shakespeare’s 
Henry  V.  we  are  left  in  little 
doubt  who  Ae  real  enemy  is 
from  Ae  giant  picture  at  the 
centre:  “It’s  a  Eurofighter," 
explained  one  Central  Office 
staffer. 

Ta/italismgly  tucked  into  a 
comer  of  the  page  is  a 
fragment  of  a  musical  score 
overlaid  by  a  CD.  Central 
Office  declined  to  reveal  what 
the  tune  was:  “ft’s  meant  to 
symbolise  our  commitment 
to  Ae  arts  —  but  one  thing 
you  can  be  sure  of.  it  isn’t  the 
European  anthem." 
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■  >free  home  installation  &  set-up 


WHEN  YOU  BUY  THE  NEW  AST  7311 


AST  PI 33  MULTIMEDIA  PC 

.  Intel  133MHz  Pentium  Processor  -  16Mb  EDO  RAM 
12Gb  Hard  Disk  Dnve  •  8  speed  CD  ROM  •  256k  Pipeline  Burs  Cache 
•  16  Bit  Soundcard  &  Stsreo  Speakera  «ooa«mn 


£300 
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>  AMAZING  COMPAQ  QUALITY 
AT  AN  UNBEATABLE  COMPACT  PRICE 


A ...  >. 


Intel  120MHz  Pentium  Processor 
•  16Mb  (exp.  to  46Mb)  RAM 

•  1.08  Gb  Hard  Disk  Drive 

•  10.4“  STN  (SVGA]  Colour  Screen 

•  1Mb  Video  DRAM 

•  LED  status  panel 

•  Two  PCMCIA  type  II  Slots  or  one  Type  III 

•  Advanced  Power  Management 

•  NIMH  battery  and  AC  adapter 
Windows  *95  and  CompuServe  pre-installed 

MODEL  COMPAOMUADA  1130 

WAS  £1299 


‘  "1-  £  *. , 


Colour  Portable 


«f53^  tUT\ 


£200 


PAY  NOTHING  FOR  6  MONTHS 


COMPAQ 

THE  WORLD’S  NO.1  PC  MANUFACTURER 


£1099 


>  ALL  THE  LATEST  GAMES,  BUSINESS,  & 
EDUCATIONAL  SOFTWARE  TITLES 


>T0P  BRAND 
PRINTERS 


HEWLETT  PACKARD  DESKJET 

-  Colour  InkJet  Printer  witfi  ‘ptroto-tmagi/ig-  tot  vtvid 
cotoure  «nd  hue  btack  *  while  -  Fart  Ngti  quafty 
pmBng.  up  to  sppm  black  and  up  to  1.7 ppm  colour 
MOOH-HPesac 

rewunwo  MBHRfN 


NCi-UDE  S 

MPEG  VIDEO  PLAYBACK 

tor  brfiiant  video  playback  and  games  graphics 

LAB  TEC  SPEAKERS 

superb  audio  quality  sound  system 

SPAT1AUSER  3D  SURROUND  SOUND 

for  realistic  sound  on  games  &  video 
E450+SOFTWARE  PACKAGE 
Extensive  aH  round  bundle  inducBng  encyclopedia, 
games  &  home  finance 


PAY  NOTHING  UNTIL  JAN  [98 

£999 


Installation  and  system  overview  in  your  own 
home  by  fully  trained  computer  professionals. 

Ask  n  stare  fur  U  detafe. 


>  BUY  NOW  PAY  JAN  '98  ON 
SELECTED  MULTIMEDIA  PCs 


AST  P200  MINI  TOWER 

•  Intel  200MHz  Processor  •  32Mb  EDO  RAM 
.  3.0Gb  Hard  Disk  Drive  -  8  speed  CD  ROM  Drive  ■  16-0 it  Soundcard,  subwoofer  &  stereo 
Speakers  •  MPEG  playback  *  Fast  2£L8  modem  •  Extensive  CTfiCT  Softw^e  bundle  plus  games 
and  reference  titles  mods.  *sr  nos 


d®.. 


30 

graphics 

PAY  NOTHING  UNTIL  JAN  598| 
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FEATURED  PATRIOT  MULTIMEDIA  PCs  INCLUDE 
8  SPEED  CD  ROM,  16  BIT  SOUNDCARD  &  SPEAKERS 


•  AMD  100MHz 
Processor. 

•8Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  1Gb  Hard  Disk  Drive 

•  256K  Pipeline  Cache 

•  1Over  £350  of  top 
quality  software 
MODEL  Patriot  PIOO 
WAS  £899 

PAY  JANUARY  1998 


£799 


•  Intel  200MHz  Pentium 
Processor 

•32Mb  EDO  RAM 

•2.0Gb  Hard  Disk  Drive 

•  256K  Pipeline  Cache 

•  Lotus  Smartsurte 

•  MS  Windows  '95 
MODEL  Patriot  P2Q0 
WAS  £1689 

PAY  JANUARY  1998 


£139! 


m  ...  . . 

IBM  SIMPLY  SPEAKING 

Turns  your  spoken  word  into  notes,  paper  and 
amaB  through  voice  recognition. 

Designed  for  Windows  IB 


Windows  *95  CD  upgrade. 
Excellent  package  for  fine 
professional  illustrator. 


Expolsive  spite  and  traws 
based  on  (he  hit  movies. 

Three  complete  games  in  one. 


A  must  for  all  sports  fans  and 
keyboard  soccer  stars.  Features 
comentary  from  John  Matson. 


150,000  premium  images. 

The  largest  selection  of  cflp  art, 

photos,  torts,  sounds,  web 


Automatic  virus 
protection  tor 
the  home  PC. 


Organises  more  of  your 
personal  and  business 
finances. 

FREE  QufctfK  ’97  worth  £19JM 


THEME  HOSPITAL 

It’s  ail  about  ills,  pins  and  paying  the  bite! 
The  most  contagious  game  since 
Theme  Park. 


MICROSOFT  OFFICE  ’97 

SMALL  BUSINESS  EDITION  UPGRADE 
Organise,  promote  and  grew  your  own 
business.  Indudes  MS  Word  '97,  MS  Excel  *97, 

MS  Pubfcher  '97,  NEW  MS  Outkx*  ’97, 
AutoRouts  Express  -  Great  Britain,  Smal  Business 
financial  Manager  ’97,  Internet  Explorer. 


Logitech  Wtngman 
Extreme  Digital  Joystick. 

4  Way  switching  hat  for  a 
total  360  degree  view  and 
more  realism  m 

£49*9 


,-V  --J* 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER 

Ntw*  FREE  Microsoft  Greetings  Workshop  worth  £29.99  with  these  Software  Titles. 


MICROSOFT  MICROSOFT 


VLO 

ob/eubope 


>  THE  BEST  SERVICE,  INSTALLATION  AND  BACK-UP  AVAILABLE 


4Mb  72pin  non  party  memory 
moditfe.  Huge  range  available 

£29” 

SAVE  £301 

Easy  one  step  backup  and 

5  minute  installation 

£139J9 

WAS  C16S&9 

J3yte 


J3yte 


J3yte 


EXCLUSIVE  SERVICE  SOLUTION 

3  Years  On-Site 
Hardware  maintenance  including 
parts  and  labour 

1  YEAR 
FREEPHONE 

24  hour  global 
software  support 


5imi 
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59  STORES  NATIONWIDE 
CALL  FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE 


FOR  ONLY 

£299 

HAS 


ASK  INSTORE 

f3RfilLL0n;il£ 


Every  Byte  Superstore  has  a  dedicated 
business  centre  to  assist  with  aH 
your  business  needs  from 
new  equipment  to 
installation  of  a  local 


ASK  INSTORE 

FOB  FULL  DETIIIS 


Typtd  cre<R  example:  Patoot  Pi  33  MuWmetla  PC.  No  deposit,  pay  nothing  ftx  9  mtrtB.  Cash  Prtce  £899 
Inc.  VAT.  Than  titter  sente  In  Mr  wtth  no  tteraa  by  January  1998  OR,  pay  mMraum  motttly.insMinentsaf 
E3&  Total  amount  payatte  £1247.82  APR  27.8%.  variants  (when  pdd  by  Oka*  DeW).  finance  otter 
araflaMe  lo  most  adolts.  Subject  to  status.  Written  quotations  availaWe  on  reqeest 


The  Computer  Superstore 


0990  22  55  99 

HULL  NOW  OPEN  TEL:  01432  215  662 


SUPERSTORES  AT  5 

CROYDON  •  EDINBURGH  ■  GATESHEAD  ' 
LONDON  CITY  -  MERRY  HILL  •  HULL 
MILTON  KEYNES  •  NOTTINGHAM 
SHEFFIELD  ■  SLOUGH  -  SOUHULL  j 
STOKE  ON  TRENT  •  WATFORD  :  i 


STORES 

OFFICE 


MORE 


AYLESBURY  Tat  01296  388388 
BANBURY  Taft  01295275777 
BASOIOSTOKC TW:  01256 478777 
BSD  FORD  Td:  01234  3S223S 
BLACKPOOL  W:  01853  408444 
BRADFORD  Jet  01274  741686 
BRISTOL  Td- 0117  S65 1666 
CAMBSUDOE  Tot:  01223  363336 
CHELMSFORD  Id:  01245  252772 


COMPUTER 


STORES 


COVENTRY  Tat  01203  597868 
DERBY  Ttt  01332201777 
DOOLEY  Td:  01364  236444 
EPSON  Tab  01372  726572 
EASIER  Td:  01392 428000 
GLASGOW  Td:  0141  552  6005 
GLOUCESTER  TfaL  01452  413S5S 
HARLOW  Td:  01278  428842 
USDS  Td:  0113  242  6666 


LEICESTER  Tat  0116  2S3  8111 
UNCOLR  Td:  01522  57S222 
LIVERPOOL  Tat  0151  260  2666 

LONDON - 

rnEwlala  Td:  0181  2004886 
Park  Rawd.Td:  0181 838 1666 
Southwark  Td:  01716350666 
TMtenhan  Tet  0181  4S306G6 
Waatun  A*  W:  0181  992  3666 
LUTON  Id:  01662485333 


MANCHESTER  fet  0161 8394666 
WBTONKEVHES  let  01908  077977 
NEWBURY  Td:  01635  56866G 
NORTHAMPTON  Tat  01604  2S3321 
HOmRGHAM  ftfc  0115  958  8666 
OUtFORP  Td;  01868  241666 
PETERBOROUGH  Tat  01739  319666 
PORTSMOUTH  Td:  01705  662222 
PRESTON  Td:  01772  200077 
READING  let.  01734  560777 


SHEFFIELD  TW:  0114  279  6686  .  - 
SLOUCH  Tafc  01753  579558  ■ 
SOUHULL  Tat  0121  733  6900 
SOUTHAMPTON  Td  01703  23T132 
SWANSEA  TU  01792  773666 
SWINDON  W.  01793  696111 . 
WARRMQTON  W  01925  240400-. 
WIGAN  Tat  01942  498444 
YORK  Tat  01904  656444  . 

BYTE  DIRECT  Td:  0121  766  5559 
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ELECTION  97  11 


Gillian  Bowditch  and  Shirley  English  report  on  the  first  ‘tartan  edition’  of  the  Conservative  manifesto 

Forsyth  offers  more  choice 
and  prosperity  for  less  tax 


MICHAEL  FORSYTH,  the 
Scottish  Secretary,  launched 
the  first  separate  Scottish  Con¬ 
servative  manifesto  yesterday, 
denying  that  it  had  come  18 
years  too  late  to  stem  the 
<$pjre  for  a  devolved  Scottish 
gariiamenT. 

■  Forsyth  said  that  the 

Eto.  Fighting  for  Scot- 
partded  choice  for  the 
people;  increased  the 
ffaper  of  the  individual  and 
preserved  Scotland’s  identity 
wjjhin  the  Union.  The  thrust 


-THE  manifesto  pledges 
■.^spending  of  £478  million  on 
i^taw  and  order  in  Scotland 
Srqftad  year  —  an  additional 
;iE2 0  million  —  with  500 
ignore  police  officers  on  the 
;1fwaL 

The  Tories  aim  to  intro- 
J  dace  closed-circuit  tele 
vision  into  every  Scottish 
_town  during  the  next  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  Scotland  Against 
thugs  group  would  see  a 


of  our  policy  ts  to  reduce  the 
amount  taken  by  the  State 
from  people’s  pockets."  he 
said. 

Many  of  the  policies  are 
fundamentally  the  same  as 
those  already  promoted  by  the 
Tories,  but  the  52-page  Scot¬ 
tish  manifesto  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  rewritten  for  a  Scottish 
audience. 

Harriet  Harman.  Labour's 

doubling  of  its  funding  to 
£1.4  miQion.,  and  funding 
for  Vidim  Support  Scot¬ 
land  would  also  increase. 
Laws  would  be  introduced 
by  which  drug-dealers  who 
live  in  public  or  private 
rented  accommodation 
could  be  evicted. 

All  Scottish  police  forces 
would  have  to  set  up 
schemes  for  witness  protec¬ 
tion  and  counselling.  States 
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Alex  Salmond  launching  the  SNP  campaign  yesterday 


We’re  stronger  than 
ever,  says  Salmond 


PCs  INCLUDE 
3D  A  SPEAKER: 


By  Magnus  Linklater 


>a  km  ***  .  51' 

IK-  Pe-.:  --  ffi 

>  * •  24S 

-  B 

4 


'JA** 

E«  SIR® 

-  '<aECY 


THE  Scottish  National  PSuty 
launched  its  general  election 
campaign  yesterday  by  accus¬ 
ing  the  Tories  of  being  hostile 
to  Scotiand,  and  Labour  of 
bang  unsound  on  devolution. 
AMor  &e  liberal  Democrats, : 
they  would  be  squeezed  out 
when  it  came  to  the  final  vote, 
Alex  Satanand.  the  SNP  lead- 
er.'^aid. 

Mr  Salmond  argued  that 
both  Labour  and  Tories  now 
represented  only  Middle  Eng¬ 


land.  The  SNP  have  our 
strongest,  most  sustained  level 
of  support  ever  in  advance  of  a 
general  election."  he  said.  "We 
are-  better  organised,  better 
financed,  and  more  solidly 
trised  than  ever  before,  and 
our'  freedom  message  will 
prosper  between  now  and 
polling  day." 

'■Labour’s  pretence  of  being 


firm  an  devolution  was  under¬ 
mined  by  having-  failed  to 
deliver  it  in  previous  years. 
The  SNP  was.  the  only  party 
r  with  a  clear-cut  polity.  "While 
the  Westminster  agenda  sinks 
-  in  *Ksea  of  ..sleaze,  -and  the 
electorate  find  it  increasingly 
hard  to  tell  the  difference 
between  new  Labour  and  the 
Tories,  independence  emerges 
as  the  only  big  idea  in  die 
Scottish  election,  which  a 
growing  number  of  Scots  are 
attracted  to." 

Mr  Salmond  pointed  to  the 
latest  opinion  poll,  in  The 
Herald  yesterday,  showing 
that  the  SNP  had  regained  six 
points  it  had  lost  the  previous 
week.  It  now  stands  at  26  per 
cent,  compared  with  Labour  at 
53  per  cent  According  to  the 
poll,  the  Tories  had  slumped 
to  12  per  cent  after  further 
revelations  of  sleaze.  How¬ 
ever,  a  poll  in  The  Scotsman 
showed  the  Tories  regaining 
ground  at  22  per  cent 
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social  security  spokeswoman, 
who  was  visiting  Scotland 
yesterday,  attacked  the  Scot¬ 
tish  manifesto  as  “desperate 
and  dishonest  and  danger¬ 
ous".  She  said:  The  Tories 
claim  their  manifesto  stands 
for  families.  But  the  Tories’ 
manifesto  will  fly  in  the  face  of 
family  values.  As  every  Scot¬ 
tish  family  knows,  you  should 
fell  the  truth  and  you  should 


meats  made  to  police  by 
witnesses  on  audiotape  or 
videotape  would  be  admis¬ 
sible  in  court  as  evidence,  to 

prevent  intimidation  of 
witnesses. 

There  would  be  legisla¬ 
tion  to  speed  up  the  court 
process,  particularly  for  mi* 
nor  criminal  cases.  Any 
lawyer  who  deliberately 
wasted  court  time  would  be 
liable  to  a  line. 


keep  your  promises  and  the 
Tories  are  doing  neither." 

Alex  Salmond,  leader  of  the 
Scottish  National  Party,  said 
that  the  Tory  manifesto 
amounted  to  "tying  a  tartan 
ribbon  around  a  package  of 
anti-Scottish  policies". 

The  manifesto  commits  the 
Tories  to  fighting  the  "tartan 
tax"  that  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  might  introduce  to  fund 
a  Scottish  parliament.  Mr 
Forsyth  said  that  such  a  tax 
would  destroy  Scottish  jobs, 
reduce  pay  packets  and  under¬ 
mine  Scotland’s  financial  ser¬ 
vices  industry. 

The  manifesto  pledges  to 
double  Scottish  living  stan¬ 
dards  in  the  next  2S  years, 
increase  home  ownership 
from  60  per  cent  to  70  per  cent 
in  the  next  five  years  and 
increase  spending  on  health  in 
real  terms  annually  for  the 
next  five  years. 

In  health,  prescribing  by 
nurses  would  be  introduced, 
voluntary  hospices  would  be 
adopted  and  one-stop  clinics 
and  “telemedicine"  would  be 
expanded  ru  allow  patients  in 


Michael  Forsyth  presenting  the  manifesto  in  Edinburgh  yesterday 


outlying  areas  specialist  care 
via  video  links  with  hospitals. 

The  Scottish  manifesto  also 
highlights  proposals  to  help 
rural  areas,  in  particular  en¬ 
couraging  greater  access  to  the 
one  million  acres  of  woodland 
owned  by  the  Forestry  Com¬ 
mission,  and  maintaining  tax 
and  rating  relief  for  farms.  Ir 


emphasises  the  Tory  party’s 
support  for  “traditional  coun¬ 
try  pursuits". 

Under  the  heading  "union¬ 
ism  and  patriotism",  the  man¬ 
ifesto  pledges  enhanced  roles 
for  the  Scottish  Grand  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Scottish  Eco¬ 
nomic  Council.  There  is, 
unusually  for  a  manifesto,  a 


page  attacking  Labour  and 
Liberal  Democrat  plans  to 
create  a  Scottish  parliament, 
which  it  daims  would  reduce 
Scotland’s  influence  at  West¬ 
minster  and  in  Europe  and 
create  tensions  with  local 
authorities. 

Magnus  linklater.  page  22 


A  FIFTH  Tory  Govern¬ 
ment  would  raise  stan¬ 
dards  in  Scotland’s 
schools  and  reward  excel¬ 
lence,  Raymond  Robert- 
son,  the  Scottish  Edu¬ 
cation  Minuter,  said. 

Each  school  would  be 
given  a  set  of  standards, 
based  on  its  past  perfor¬ 
mance  and  reflecting  its 
individual  characteristics 
and  location.  The  stan¬ 
dards  would  be  reviewed 
annually  and  increased 
cadi  year.  Failing  schools 
would  be  examined  by  the 
schools  inspectorate. 

Schools  would  be  in¬ 
vited  to  be  assessed  for  a 
quality  mark  in  several 
areas,  including  teaching, 
attendance  rates,  uni¬ 
form.  access  to  musical 
tuition,  sports,  out-of- 
school  trips  and  extra¬ 
curricular  activities.  A 
cash  reward  for  quality 
would  go  directly  to  the 
school. 

The  assistcd-places 
scheme  would  be  expand¬ 
ed  to  create  a  Scottish 
scholarship  scheme,  al¬ 
lowing  talented  pupils 
from  less  privileged  back¬ 
grounds  to  develop  their 
skills  at  specialist  inde¬ 
pendent  schools. 
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DO  YOU  SEE 
THE  TRILLION  DOLLAR 

MARKET? 


How  far-sighted  are  you?  Enough  to  see  the 
year  2000? 

By  that  time,  people's  desire  to  communicate 
with  each  other  and  do  business  electronically,  will 
have  created  the  predicted  trillion  dollar  market 
People’s  thirst  for  information  (for  their 
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businesses,  for  their  children,  for  themselves), 
when  they  want  it  and  how  they  want  it,  is  a  thirst 
that  only  a  communications  company  with  true 
global  reach  can  satisfy. 

A  company  that  is  flexible,  that  understands 
and  anticipates  customer  needs. 


CONCERT 


A  company  that  can  customise  the  response 
to  the  problem. 

Hence,  the  proposed  merger  of  BT  and  MCI. 
Hence  the  creation  of  Concert  pic 

Hence  a  company  which  faces  potential  growth 
unlike  anything  we  have  ever  seen. 


CONCERT  ana  inr 
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Tories  fail  on  all  counts 
in  bid  to  overhaul  Blair 

Peter  Riddell  says  Major  has  more  to  worry  about  than  a  27-point  gap 
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CONSERVATIVE  AND  LABOUR: 
HOW  THE  PARTIES  COMPARE 


QHere  is  a  list  of  things  both  favourable  and  unfavourable 
that  have  been  said  about  various  political  parties.  Every  time 
you  come  to  a  statement  that  fits  your  ideas  or  impressions  of  the 
(party)  just  tell  me  the  letter  next  to  it 


Blunketfc  gave  praise 

Food  chain 
‘making 
managers’ 

DAVID  BLUNKETT  yes¬ 
terday  courted  controver¬ 
sy  by  apparently  endors¬ 
ing  pay  and  conditions  in 
McDonald's  restaurants. 
Part-time  staff  start  at 
£3.15  an  hoar,  well  below 
the  TUC-set  minimum  Of 
£4.20.  The  Shadow  Educa¬ 
tion  Secretary  was  visiting 
the  McDonald's  “univer¬ 
sity''  in  Oxford  Road. 
Manchester,  where  man¬ 
agement  skills  are  taught 
Asked  if  he  was  embar¬ 
rassed  to  endorse  a  com¬ 
pany  paying  such  levels, 
Mr  Blunketl  said  they 
were  wed  above  the  “slave 
wages'"  paid  by  some  com¬ 
panies  that  forced  work¬ 
ers  to  claim  inwork 
benefits.  Labour  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  minimum 
wage,  but  Tony  Blair  has 
refused  to  set  a  figure. 
Speculation  suggests  that 
the  figure  will  be  about 
£3.75  an  hour. 


JOHN  MAJOR  and  the  Con¬ 
servatives  are  worse  placed  on 
virtually  every  measure  of 
leader  and  party  image  than 
they  were  during  the  1992 
election,  according  to  the  latest 
MORI  poll  for  The  Times. 

The  poll,  conducted  on 
Tuesday,  confirms  the 
strength  of  Labour’s  position 
both  on  voting  intentions  and 
on  underlying  questions  of 
leader  and  party  image.  The 
latter  provides  an  important 
cross-check  on  the  former. 

five  years  ago,  Mr  Major 
was  well  ahead  of  Neil 
Kinnock  on  the  question  of 
who  would  make  the  most 
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capable  Prime  Minister,  while 
the  Tories  were  then  seen  as 
less  divided,  more  moderate, 
more  professional,  and  as 
having  a  better  team  of  leaders 

than  Labour.  That  should 
have  cast  doubt  on  the  figures 
putting  Labour  clearly  in  the 
lead  during  the  campaign. 

However,  this  time  the  pub¬ 
lics  views  on  party  and  leader 
image  reinforce,  rather  than 
challenge,  the  findings  on 
voting  intentions.  Labour  not 
only  has  a  huge  lead  over  the 
Tories —on  55  percent  against 
28  —  but  it  is  also  well  ahead 
on  those  image  measures.  For 
instance.  Mr  Blair  leads  Mr 
Major  by  46  to  22  per  cent  on 
who  would  be  the  most  capa¬ 
ble  Prime  Minister. 

Labour  has  also  moved 
ahead  of  the  Tories  on  issues 
of  party  division,  ha  wig  sensir 
ble  policies,  being  professional 
in  its  approach,  being  moder¬ 
ate.  having  a  good  team  of 
leaders  and  keeping  ins  prom¬ 
ises.  Labour  is  now  seen  as 
having  the  best  team  of  lead¬ 
ers  to  deal  with  the  country's 
problems  by  40  per  cent, 
against  20  per  cent  for  the 
Tories.  By  a  similar  two-to-one 
margin,  people  believe  that 
Labour  has  the  best  policies 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Some  37  per  cent  think 
Labour  is  the  most  clear  and 
united  about  what  its  policies 
should  be,  against  13  per  cent 
for  the  Tories.  A  quarter  of  the 
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public  say  Labour  is  ahead  on 
all  three  measures,  while  only 
S  per  cent  put  the  Tories  ahead 
on  all  three. 

The  latest  findings  contrast 
with  those  in  the  ICM  poll  in 
The  Guardian  yesterday 
which  put  Labour  on  46  per 
cent  against  32  for  the  Tories. 
The  difference  is  partly 
because  ICM  adjusts  the  fig¬ 
ures  to  take  account  of  voters' 
reluctance  to  admit  their  in¬ 
tentions.  On  a  comparable 
unadjusted  basis,  ICM  would 
give  Labour  45  per  cent,  the 
Tories  31  per  cent  and  the 
Liberal  Democrats  IS.  The  big 
difference  is  not  so  much  the 
Tory  vote  share,  as  the  Labour 
and  Liberal  Democrat  ratings 
—  MORI  has  the  latter  on  11 
per  cent  —  where  ICM  is  out  of 
line  with  most  other  polls. 

The  MORI  survey  confirms 
the  strength  of  support  for 
Labour.  Nearly  threequartets 
of  Labour  supporters  say  they 
back  the  party  very  or  fairly 


strongly,  compared  with 
three-fifths  for  both  the  Tories 
and  the  Liberal  Democrats. 

Overall,  71  per  cent  of  those 
naming  a  party  say  they  have 
definitely  derided  which  way 
to  vote,  including  78  per  cent  of 
Labour  supporters  and  62  per 
cent  of  Tories.  A  quarter  of  the 
public  say  they  may  change 
their  mind  —  of  whom  a 
quarter  may  switch  from  Lab¬ 
our  to  the  Tories  and  a  third 
from  Toy  to  Labour.  Nearly  a 
third  of  those  who  have  desert¬ 
ed  the  Tories  since  1992  say 
they  may  change  their  mind, 
as  may  a  quarter  of  those  who 
have  turned  away  from  Lab¬ 
our.  Waverers  are  more  likely 
to  switch  between  the  main 
parties  than  to  back  the 
Liberal  Democrats. 

The  determination  to  vote 
varies  sharply  according  to 
age.  Just  55  per  cent  of  lS-to-24- 
year-olds  say  they  are  certain 
or  very  likely  to  vote,  com¬ 
pared  with  85  per  cent  of  those 
over  55.  Some  84  per  cent  of 
professional  and  managerial 
people  are  sure  or  very  likely 
to  vote,  compared  with  71  per 
cent  of  unskilled  workers. 
MORI  interviewed  1,118 
adults  at  84  sampling  points 
on  a  face-to^ace  basis  on 
April  /.  Voting  intention  fig¬ 
ures  exclude  those  who  say 
they  would  not  vote  (6  per 
cent),  are  undecided  (12  per 
cent),  or  who  refused  to  say  (4 
percent ). 
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■April  1 1997  ‘ 
Mar  18-20 1992 


Out  of  touch  with 
ordinary  people 

Divided 

Wilf  promise, 

anything  to  win  votes 

Understands  the 
problems  facing  Britain 

Has  sensible  policies 

Professional  in 
its  approach 

Moderate 

Represents  all 
classes 

Extreme 

Has  a  good 
team  of  leaders 

Too  dominated 
by  its  leader 

Looks  after  the  interests 
of  people  like  us 

Concerned  about  the  people 
in  real  need  in  Britain 

Keeps  its  promises 


Base:  1,118  British  Adults  aged  18+ 


CONSERVATTVE 


■**  ... 
±*-  -r; 


Currys 


cellnet 


Mobiles 

2  EASY  WAYS 

TO  BUY 


Affficx 


PHONES 
SAVE  :  HALF  PRICE 


Ashdown  shuns 
spotlight  to  work 
on  hospital  ward 


SAI5HO 


tm  ntantotr  iidW. 
UckMZSI. 


PVJCE  ATTACK 

fziaYiwmm — “h 


AritofaUto  Grew  and  Kl  (  |7( 


INCLUDING  FREE 
CALLS  FOR  LIFE 


PHILIPS 

'fizz*  Mobile  Phone 

■  Up  to  75  minutes  talktimeWS  hours 
standby  time. 

■  B9  name  and  number  memory. 

■  Call  timer  facility. 

■  Keypad  lock  to  prevent  accidental 
dialling. 

■  PIN  number  security. 

■  Supports  caller  display  -  see  who's 
calling  you  before  you  answer. 


FREE  ACCESSORIES 


CASEVbcall  GP142  Usually  f  19.99 

PHUJPS  FEZ  Battery  Usually  £49.99 

POWER  CORD  Vbcall  GPS42  Usually  £19.99 


•  It 


TWtphoM 

■  Last  number  rtdW. 

■  12  numb**  memory. 


l K  1 .  .’.--I  lk  L-.-1 


f  14.99 


CORDLESS  PHONES 
SAVE  f.30 

^■T  ?*tC£  ATTACK 

vtissra 


PHILIPS 

Mgtari  Contes  Miami 

■  Raccplton  »  good  «  a 
wired  phone. 

■  Up  to  IQ  horn 
continuous  nHaknef 
*0  hour,  standby  dm*. 

Model  TD9571  uecr. 
wwernuo. 


BTcohBm* -Medium 
■  titoeM  UtVtf  iMMen 


CURRYS  PRICE 

f  149.99 


BT  ConSecs  Phone  Mddi  Hgitaf 
Answer  Madam  MMM 

FJyifigttol  answer  HE§§g 

mactilm  -  no  nmd  MHBgl , 

lor  tapes.  BMHHJ 

Modal  FREESTYLE  1100. 


I  {8499 

EL _ 

I 

■  croniwx 

lf129-» 


ANSWER  MACHINES 
SAVE  £5 


PADDY  ASHDOWN  spent 
two  hours  working  on  a 
hospital  ward  earlier  this 
week  in  the  first  of  several 
media-free  trips  he  hopes  to 
make  during  the  election,  cam¬ 
paign  (Polly  Newton  writes). 

In  a  manoeuvre  reminiscent 
of  the  occasional  “seem"  visit 
to  the  sick  and  needy  by 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
Liberal  Democrat  leader 
helped  staff  serve  meals  and 
hot  drinks  to  patients  at  Guy’s 
Hospital  in  southeast  London 
on  Tuesday  afternoon.  His 
office  tipped  off  only  two 
camera  crews  about  his 
whereabouts.  They  were  wait¬ 
ing  for  him  when  he  emerged, 
although  they  were  not  invited 
to  film  him  on  the  ward. 

Mr  Ashdown’s  desire  to 
exclude  reporters  did  not  last 
He  dropped  in  a  casual  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  visit  during  the 
Liberal  Democrats'  regular 
election  campaign  press  con¬ 
ference  yesterday,  and  was 
happy  to  expand  on  it  after¬ 
wards.  He  said:  “It  gave  me  a 
rea]  chance  to  talk  to  doctors 
and  nurses.  It  certainly  in¬ 
forms  my  view  of  the  condition 
of  our  country  today." 

The  nursing  auxiliary  to 
whom  Mr  Ashdown  was  as¬ 
signed  declined  to  comment 
yesterday.  But  a  hospital 
spokeswoman  said  staff  had 
been  pleasantly  surprised  that 
Mr  Ashdown  wanted  to  visit 
without  photographers  and 
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cameramen  in  tow.  "In  the 
run-up  to  the  election,  we 
expected  that  people  would 
want  to  come  and  visit  Un¬ 
usually,  what  Paddy  Ashdown 
wanted  to  do  was  to  stay  for  a 
few  hours  and  help  out  on  the 
wards.” 

Mr  Ashdown  said  he  be¬ 
came  fed-up  during:  the  last 
election  campaign  with  meet¬ 
ing  people  around  the  country 
only  briefly  to  confer  what  he 
described  as  “the  Westminster 
blessing."  An  aide  to  Mr 
Ashdown  said  visits  like  the 
one  to  Guy's  would  be  fitted  in 
where  possible,  perhaps  to  a 
police  station  or  a  school. 

In  1992,  Mr  Ashdown  wrote 
a  book.  Beyond  Westminster, 
in  which  he  documented  his 
travels  around  the  country 
meeting  people. 

Giving  details  of  the  Liberal 
Democrats’  plans  for  the 
NHS,  Mr  Ashdown  said  the 
party  would  plough  an  extra 
£550  million  into  the  health 
service  each  year.  Its  proposed 
increase  of  5p  on  20  cigarettes 
would  raise  £200  million  for 
extra  staff — enough  to  employ 
10,000  more  nurses  or  5,000 
more  doctors. 

The  party  would  raise 
£350  million  a  year  by  extend¬ 
ing  the  levying  of  national 
insurance  contributions.  The 
extra  revenue  would  be  used 
to  cut  waiting  lists  to  a 
maximum  of  six  months  with¬ 
in  three  years. 
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Tooting  is  popular  front 
for  launch  of  new  party 


ADMAN  SHEBBATT 


By  Joe  Joseph 

FILLING  the  political  vacuum 
left  by  the  demise  of  Luwies 
for  Labour,  the  Marxist  ac¬ 
tress  Vanessa  Redgrave  and 
her  younger  brother.  Conn. 
■  yesterday  unveiled  Britain’s 
newest  political  party,  the 
Charter  for  Basic  Rights.  They 
are  hoping  to  strike  a  chord 
with  voters  across  the  whole 
political  spectrum. 

Like  the  Redgraves,  J an 
Koene  —  the  party’s  sole 
-  candidate,  who  is  fighting  the 
south  London  seat  of  Tooting 
—  opposes  “the  laws  of  a  police 
state".  So  do  the  ever-angry 
playwrights  Harold  Pinter 
and  Edward  Bond,  who  are 
backing,  the  petite  new  party 
•  and  Mr  Koene,  an  Equity 
member  who  is  getting  a 
chance  to  play  in  real  life  the 
role  Robert  Lindsay  played  in 
the  sitcom  Citizen  Smith,  in 
which  he  campaigned  for  the 
Tooting  Popular  Front. 

“We  object.’;  the  theatre 
lecturer  and  director  said  in 
his  campaign  HQ  in  Tooting, 
"specifically  io  the  Criminal 
Justice  Act,  the  new  police  Act, 
the  Crime  Sentences  Act  that 
has  just  gone  through.  And  the 
Asylum  Bill.  We  feel  that  they 


CHARTER  FOR  BASIC  RIGHTS 


Conn  and  Vanessa  Redgrave:  lending  their  support 
to  the  party  but  unlikely  to  be  campaigning  actively 


undermine  basic  human 
rights.  Also,  the  Tories  have 
introduced  so  many  anti- 
union  acts,  and  —  as  far  as  we 
can  tell  —  the  Labour  Party 
wonY  repeal  any  of  them.” 

In  addition,  the  Charter  for 
Basic  Rights  calls  for  troops  to 
be  pulled  out  of  Northern 
Ireland  and  for  the  release  of 
all  political  prisoners,  with 
immediate  unconditional  all- 


Labour  policy  on 
hunting  ‘would 
mean  job  losses’ 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  countryside  correspondent 


PEOPLE  working  in  country 
sports  yesterday  warned  the 
Labour  Party  that  a  ban  on 
hunting  would  put  thousands 
of  jobs  at  risk  and  incur  the 
lasting  ecunity  of  rural  voters. 

'  The'  Union  of  Country 
Sports  "Workers,  launched  yes- 
-  terday  to  protect  an  estimated 
!  150.000  jobs  ,  finked  to' field 
-sports.-  said  it  wanted  talks 
with  the  leaders  of  the  main 
political  parties  before  the 
f  election.  It  describes  itself  as  a 
.  trade  association  rather  than  a 
.conventional  union. 

’  *  Labour  Is  committed. .  if 
elected,  to  providing  piarlla- 


_'mentary  ‘rime  for  a  Bill  to 
.outlaw!  hunting  with  dogs, 
;  should  that  be  the  wish  of  MPs 
‘  .'as  expressed  in  a  free  vote.  It 
J  aiso  plans  to  ban  hunting 
~  immediately  on  land  owned 
by  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
'  and  the  Forestry  Commission. 

John  Fretwell.  huntsman 
"  with  the  Srowe  Beagles  in 
.  Buckinghamshire,  and  chair- 
‘  Vman.of  the  new  body,  said  that 
all  who  earned  a  living  from 
hunting,  coursing,  shooting 
.and  fishing  were  facing  a 
grave  threat.  “The  immediate 
'  target  may  be  hunting,  but  it 
!;  will  only  be  a  matter  of  time 
j  before  the  anti-field  sports 
'■  campaigners  move  on  to 


shooting  and  fishing.  Any 
political  party  thar  bans  coun¬ 
try  sports  will  be  knee-deep  in 
dishonour,  knowing  they  have 
made  thousands  of  good 
people  homeless  and  jobless.” 

He  said  that  country-sports 
lovers  also  had  doubts  that 
they  could  continue  to  rely  on 
the.  Tories.  Thousands  of 
gamekeepers,  grooms,  ghil- 
lies.  huntsmen,  stalkers,  for¬ 
esters,  saddlers,  farriers,  feed 
merchants,  hoteliers  and 
shopkeepers  faced  threats  to 
their  jobs,  he  said. 

Most  of  those  working  in 
country  sporty  were  poorly 
paid,  and  many  lived  in  tied 
cottages  or  other  accommoda¬ 
tion  That  would  be  taken  away 
along  with  their  jobs- 

Elfiot  Morley,  the  Labour 
spokesman  on  rural  affairs, 
said:  “1  welcome  the  fact  that 
workers  in  a  low-paid  indus¬ 
try  are  getting  together,  but 
they  should  be  concentrating 
on  improving  their  pay  and 
.conditions.  Only  7  per  cent  of 
horses  are  involved  in  hunting 
and  the  labour  Party  has  no 
plans  whatever  to  ban  game- 
shooting  or  fishing.” 

Jack  Cunningham,  the 
Shadow  Heritage  Secretary 
and  a  keen  fisherman,  said  it 
was  not  Labour  policy  to  ban 
hunting  with  hounds,  but  to 
allow  MPs  a  free  vote  on  an 
issue’  that  had  arisen  under 
Tory  and  Labour  governments. 


Dishing  the  dirt  can 
3  have  winning  effect 

By  Nigel  Hatvkes,  science  editor 

^NEGATIVE  campaigning  affairs.  The  volunteers,  divid- 
works,  American  researchers  ed  into  groups,  were  also 
—have  shown.  However  much  shown  attempts  by  Boorman 
we  disparage  rnudsfmging,  to  defend  himself,  through 
-  some  of  the  mud  sticks  and  it  videos,  pamphlets,  or  news- 
influences  votes:  ;  paper  advertisements  Some 

An  experimenttobe  report-  group  saw  the  rebuttals  be- 
~ed  later  this  week  at  the  fore  they  had  sewi  the  ongcnal 
'  American  Acaddny  of  Adver-  charges,  some  after,  while  one 
‘tisinfi  conference  A.  St  Louis,  group  were  no!  shown  any 
Missouri,  showshow  effective  rebuttal  They  were  then 

Carried  out  by  two  asked  how  they  would  vote. 
l^Xer^om  theUriver-  The  negative  ommcmri 

s itv  of  Georgia,  the  test  in-  had  a  devastating  effect  on 
■**  cnmoaien.  New 


-.it'-. 


Solved  339  volunteers  who 
weretaM  about  a  amgnsao- 
nal  race  between  a  Pat  Mi¬ 
chaels  and  a  John  Boorman. 
Although  both  candidates 
were  imaginary,  the  volun¬ 
teers  were  not  told  UBS- 
■■  Each  volunteer  watched  a 
30-second  commercial  m 
which  Michaels  attacked 
Boorman,  accusing  him  ol 

falsely  claiming  to  **\a 
oatn  veteran,  of  consistently 
voting  for  tax  increases,  and 
^ _ interest  in  local 


affairs.  The  volunteers,  divid¬ 
ed  into  groups,  were  also 
shown  attempts  by  Boorman 
to  defend  himself,  through 
videos,  pamphlets,  or  news¬ 
paper  advertisements.  Some 
groups  saw  the  rebuttals  be¬ 
fore  they  had  seen  the  original 
charges,  some  after,  while  one 
group  were  not  shown  any 
rebuttal  They  were  then 
asked  how  they  would  vote. 

The  negative  commercial 
had  a  devastating  effect  on 
Boorman’s  campaign.  New 
Scientist  reports.  About  two 
thirds  of  the  volunteers  said 
they  would  not  vote  for  him. 
Even  among  those  shown  the 
rebuttals  before  they  had 
heard  the  charges.  Boorman 
was  not  able  to  secure  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  vote  at 
best 

Dr  Tinkham  says  that  the 
study  u illustrates  that  attack¬ 
ing  messages  are  inherently 
stronger  than  defensive  mes¬ 
sages"  and  that  the  effect  lasts. 
While  the  effect  of  Boorman’s 
defence  strategy  faded  quick¬ 
ly,  memory  of  the  ongrnaJ 
rtiatges  against  him  persisted. 
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party  Talks  on  ihe  future  of 
Ulster. 

But  why  have  the  people  of 
Tooting,  who  ar  the  last  elec¬ 
tion  rerumed  Labour’s  Tom 
Cox  with  a  majority  of  -4.107. 
been  chosen  to  hear  the 
Redgraves’  message?  “Tooting 
is  the  constituency  where  I 
lived  for  a  long  time  before 
moving  to  Merton.”  Mr  Koene 
said.  "Gorin  still  lives  there. 


Also  irs  a  good  mixed  popula¬ 
tion,  in  both  class  and  nation¬ 
ality  terms.  We  have  a  strong 
Asian  community,  a  strong 
Polish  community.  A  strong 
Irish  community  as  well.” 

So  will  the  party's  official 
launch  on  April  9  in  Westmin¬ 
ster  be  a  celebrity  affair? 
Probably  not.  "Vanessa  is  on 
stage  in  New  York  at  the 
moment.  Conn  is  trying  to  be 
as  active  as  he  can  be.  but  he's 
also  very  busy,  performing  at 
the  Barbican  and  rehearsing 
during  the  day  at  the  Nat¬ 
ional.  Mr  Pinter  and  Mr  Bond 
are  busy  in  their  own  right,  so 
I  don’t  expect  to  see  them  out 
on  the  streets." 

Quite  like  the  lonely.  J  ’ 
thumper  WJIie  smith  after 
all,  then?  Have  voters  been 
ribbing  him  on  the  hustings? 
"1  quite  expert,”  he  says, 
resigned  to  his  fate,  "the 
comparison  to  surface  some¬ 
where  as  the  campaign 
progress.” 

Mr  Koene,  AS.  is  a  member 
of  the  Marxist  Party,  but  he 
says  his  new  party  is  open  lu 
everyone:  “People  who  are 
members  of  the  Marxist  Party’ 
or  Lahour  Party'  are  free  to 
join.  I  doubt  that  the  Conser¬ 
vatives  would  want  to  join.” 
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Jan  Koene,  who  is  standing  for  the  Charter  for  Basic  Rights  party  in  Tooting 


Portillo  goes 
on  the  attack 

Michad  PortiBo,  the  De¬ 
fence  Secretary,  visiting 
troops  in  Poitadown,  Co 
Annagh,  said  that  the 
tuning  of  remarks  by  Mo 
Mowlam,  the  Shadow 
Northern  Ireland  Secre¬ 
tary.  who  suggested  that 
republicans  could  join 
talks  in  June  if  die  IRA 
declared  a  ceasefire  now, 
was  wrong. 

Launch  ban 

Foreign  media  were 
barred  from  the  Conser¬ 
vative  manifesto  launch 
because  there  was  not 
enough  room  in  the  Cen¬ 
tra]  Office  press  room. 
European  reporters  had 

to  watch  the  laundi  on 
television  monitors  from  a 
room  near  by. 

Waite  says  no 

Terry  Waite;  the  former 
Beirut  hostage,  has  ruled 
himself  out  as  the  search 
continues  for  an  anti- 
slcaze  candidate  to  stand 
against  Neil  Hamilton  in 
Tattoo.  He  said  that  be 
bad  been  sounded  out,  but 
there  was  no  chance  of  bis 
standing. 
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Our  policy  is  to  bring  you  the  lowest  prices 
on  your  pet's  food  -  and  that’s  guaranteed. 

PETsMART  PRICE  GUARANTEE  -  If  In  the  last  seven  days 
you  have  bought  any  product  excluding  livestock,  from 
PETsMART  and  can  prove  you  could  have  bought  it 
cheaper  from  a  local  competitor,  we  guarantee  to  refund 
DOODLE  THE  DIFFERENCE.  Simply  show  us  a  receipt 
showing  date  and  purchase  price. 
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OPENING  HOURS 

ENGLAND  &  WALES  ^ 

8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Saturday 
10.30am  to  4.30pm  Sunday 

SCOTLAND  S  NORTHERN  IRELAND  ttt*. 

8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Saturday  Pf  IWI 

9am  to  6pm  Sunday 

All  prices  consct  at  time  oi  going  to  press.  All  ofieis  ate  subject  io  stock  availability'. 


Starter  Kits  for  every  pet 

Perfect  for  those  new  to  pet  ownership. 

|  Available  for  a  wide  variety  of  animals, 
r  each  kit  contains  everything  you  need  for 
a  happy,  healthy  pet  and  saves  you  money 
over  buying  everything  individually. 


Where  pets  are  family'  ^ 
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0990 114499 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE 
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The  leader  who  doesn’t  relish  coming  to  a  full  stop 


MATTHEW 

PARRIS 


AT  THE  launch  of  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Party's  manifesto  yesterday, 
the  press  were  issued,  a  few 
minutes  in  advance,  with  John 
Major’s  text  As  he  turned  to  page 
6,  so  did  1.  This  dealt  with  the 
funding  of  personal  pensions.  The 
last  sentence  read:  “It  is  a  long 
term  policy  but  governments 
should  think,  long  term.  And  we 
are." 

“Major  won't  say  that,"  I 
thought  He  simply  will  not  deliver 
short,  punchy  sentences.  He  has  no 
problem  with  them  intellectually — 
they  escape  his  eye  when  he 
canters  through  the  draft  of  his 
speeches  —  but  when  it  comes  to 
saying  them  out  loud  in  front  of  an 


audience.  Major  always  shies  at 
the  fence. 

So  I  followed  the  text  carefully  as 
he  ploughed  on.  Looking  a  good 
deal  less  fed-up  than  on  Tuesday, 
when  he  had  angrily  fielded  sleaze 
questions,  the  Prime  Minister  had 
slipped  yesterday  in  his  Zen  mode 
of  delivery  —  we  call  it  his  Mystic 
.  Meg  voice. 

"It  is  a  longterm  policy,”  he 
began,  “but  governments  should 
think  long  term."  So  far  so  good.  In 
company  {no  doubt)  with  his 
speediwriter,  I  willed  him  to  say: 
“And  we  are." 

It  came  looming  out  of  his  text  at 
him.  He  shied.  “And  this  Govern¬ 
ment  is  thinking  long  term,”  he 


said.  He  managed  not  to  add  “ . . . 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  the 
foreseeable  future:" 

1  flunk  the  problem  is  emotional 
rather  than  stylistic.  Mr  Major  is 
the  very  opposite  of  a  burner  of 
bridges.  As  a  learner  driver  he 
probably  had  an  emotional  block 
about  entering  cul-de-sacs.  As  he  is 
by  nature  one  of  life's  balancers,  a 
reconciler,  a  seeker  of  consensus, 
this  Prime  Minister  does  not  like 
bald  statements.  They  commit 
people  to  things:  they  naQ  colours 
to  masts;  they  put  you  out  on  a 
limb. 

Besides,  past  experience  must 
have  reinforced  his  staccato- 
phobia.  “I  want  to  put  Britain  at 


the  very  heart  of  Europe"  has 
caused  such  pain,  since  it  was 
uttered.  In  retrospect  saying  “the 
very  heart"  was  a  blunder.  “Some¬ 
where  not  a  million  miles  from  the 
kidneys"  would  perhaps  have  been 
safer. 

But  maybe  the  unequivocal  has 
always  set  his  teeth  on  edge.  Short 
sentences  whisper  “Danger!”  from 
every  page.  “Norma.  I  love  you" 
must  have  been  hard,  as  must 
“Will  you  marry  me?"  Perhaps 
“Will  you  marry  me,  when  time 
allows?"  slipped  oat 

The  tragedy  is  that  reaching  for 
fuzz-words  as  a  toddler  readies  lor 
a  dummy,  Major  can  stumble  into 
formulations  that  end  up  by  hurt¬ 


ing  him  more.  His  use  of  "consid¬ 
erably”  has  invited  considerable 
mockery-  and,  within  e'en  the 
most  boneless  prose  the  pharisees 
of  Fleet  Street  can  find  bits  of 
gristle  to  isolate  from  the  context  of 
his  speeches  and  throw  back  at 
him  later. 

So  it  was  unsettling,  after  his 
speech,  ro  see  the  PM  cornered  by 
a  journalist  who  asked  why  the 
promised  transferable  tax  allow¬ 
ances  are  to  be  transferable  only 
between  “caring"  partners  who  are 
married.  Yon  could  sense  Major's 
discomfort  as  the  obvious  response 
wrestled,  in  his  mind,  with  his 
reluctance  to  say  it  There  was  no 
way  out 


"We  are  in  favour  of  marriage," 
he  said,  miserably.  Sleaze-seeking 
antennae  aquiver,  200  journalists 
sucked  their  teeth.  No  Caring 
Concubine  or  Kindly  Catamite 
Allowance,  then? 

...  But  I  forgot  to  give  you  die 
end  of  his  speech,  whose  title  was 
“The  Best  Place  in  die  World  to 
live"  and  whose  final  sentence 
read:  “Our  goal  must  be  to  make 
Britain  the  best  place  in  die  world 
to  live."  The  Prime  Minister  read 
this  as  drafted;  after  which  the  text 
read  “ENDS". 

Major  looked  awkwardly  about 
"...  and  this  is  what  we  intend  to 
achieve,”  he  said.  When  time 
allows: 


Major  accuses  Humphiys 
of  taking  sleazy  way  out 


TODAY  INTERVIEW 


Major  Interview  with 

Humphry8  lasted  18  mtnutas 

Humphry®  asked  14  questions 
(not  counting  Interruptions)  of 
which  six  were  about  slash) 


IF  THERE  is  anything  worse 
than  getting  out  of  bed  on  the 
wrong  side,  it  is  gening  out  of 
bed  on  any  side  only  to  find 
John  Humphrys  waiting  for 
you  downstairs  with  a  micro¬ 
phone.  The  prospect  is  enough 
to  make  even  the  equitable 
John  Major  sound  ratty. 

And  ratty  is  what  Mr  Major 
sounded  after  five  minutes  of 
his  first  big  set-piece  radio 
interview  of  the  campaign,  on 
Radio  4's  Today  programme 
yesterday.  Mr  Major  is  clearly 
fed  up  with  being  asked  about 
sleaze,  a  word  which  has 
achieved  remarkable1  promi¬ 
nence  considering  that,  as  a 
noun,  it  does  not  actually  exist 

Humphiys  had  introduced 
Today  at  6.30am  but  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  airwaves 
shortly  before  Sam  to  be 
driven  from  Broadcasting 
House  to  Downing  Street 
This  was  for  the  famed  slot 
known  as  “ten  past  eight", 
when  most  of  Today’s  heavy¬ 
weight  political  interviews  are 
conducted.  “Ten  past  eight"  is 
no  longer  merely  a  time  of 


The  Conservatives  feared 
John  Major  would  be 
* mugged ’  on  Radio  4’s  Today 
programme  yesterday . 
Peter  Barnard  listened 


day;  the  phrase  has  become 
imbued  with  venom  to  the 
point  where  it  may  soon  be 
covered  by  incitement  legis¬ 
lation. 

“It's  ten  past  eight  and  I'm 
in  Downing  Street  with  die 
Prime  Minister."  Humphrys 
announced.  Thai  is  what  most 
Today  listeners  heard.  Listen¬ 
ers  in  Conservative  Central 
Office,  where  the  Today  pro¬ 
gramme  is  detested .  heard: 1 
“It’s  ten  past  eight  and  I’m 
prowling  along  Downing 
Street  waiting  to  mug  the 
Prime  Minister." 

Central  Office  need  not  have 
worried.  Indeed  1  could  not 
help  feeling  that  the  interview, 
in  terms  of  who  won  and  who 
lost  ended  at  8.15,  even  though 


it  was  to  last  another  12 
minutes.  It  was  at  8.15  that 
Major  said  the  following: 
“You  have  hijacked  half  of  this 
interview  already  on  a  matter 
[sleaze]  that  is  largely  irrele¬ 
vant  to  the  future  of  this 
country . . .  most  of  the  people 
in  this  country  want  to  talk 
about  the  real  issues." 

Well  yes,  he  would  say  that 
But  on  the  other  hand  there  is 
a  growing  feeling  our  in  the 
highways  and  byways  that  we 
cannot  possibly  elect  or  sack  a 
government  on  the  basis  of 
who  took  used  tenners  from 
whom  in  brown  paper  bags. 
Some  might  suggest  that  more 
worrying  than  a  few  MPs 
allegedly  on  the  take  is  the  feet 
that  most  electors  have  as¬ 


sumed  for  years  that  most 
MPs  are  on  the  take,  unfair  as 
that  conclusion  is. 

The  first  four  questions,  out 
of  a  total  of  14.  dealt  with 
allegations  of  sleaze,  even 
though  Mr  Major  repeatedly 
suggested  that  the  discussion 
move  on.  There  were  35  com¬ 
plaints  from  listeners  that 
Humphrys  had  asked  too 
many  questions  about  sleaze. 

A  BBC  spokesman  said  that 
the  level  of  complaints  after 
the  interview  was  significant 
but  by  no  means  surprising. 
He  said  that  the  two  and  a  half 
million  listeners  who  regular¬ 
ly  tune  in  at  “ten  past  eight" 
were  more  prone  to  complain 
than  listeners  to  almost  any 
other  programme. 

Humphiys  was  unrepen¬ 
tant  later.  “Some  callers  said 
they  thought  that  Mr  Major 
had  been  too  hard  on  me,"  he 
said. 

Humphrys  is  a  past  master 
of  the  political  interview  but 
yesterday  one  felt  he  missed  a 
beat  chose  the  wrong  strate¬ 
gy.  He  began  with  sleaze. 


After  2ft 
minutes . 
Major  asked : 
to  move  on  ■ 
Vfrom  ateaza  ■ 


Humphrys : 
:1  continues 


After  6ft  '1 
minutes 
,  Major  refused 
:  to  talk  further 
about  sI&hzb 
l  and  moved 
;  the  Interview 
:  on  to  tax  and 
the  economy 


'  y  * 


John  Humphiys’s  questions  about  sleaze  led  to  35  complaints.  Mr  Major  said  he  had  hijacked  the  interview 


which  is  old  hat,  on  the  very 
day  that  the  election  campaign 
acquired  some  muscle  with 
the  launch  of  the  Tory  mani¬ 
festo.  And  starting  with  sleaze 
proved  to  be  a  hostage  to 
fortune,  for  a  perfect  opportu¬ 
nity  to  raise  the  matter  came 
later,  when  Mr  Major  talked 
about  the  plan  to  improve  the 
tax  position  of  married  cou¬ 
ples.  Humphrys  wanted  Mr 
Major  to  say  that  this  plan 
was  all  about  family  values. 


but  the  Prime  Minister  was 
not  falling  into  that  trap.  He 
clearly  smelt  a  rat,  for  family 
values  and  dallying  Tories 
have  too  often  sat  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  same  question. 

So  Mr  Major  launched  a 
pre-emptive  strike.  Offered  the 
term  family  values  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  tax,  he  snapped: 
“That  isn't  what  I  said  ...  of 
course  it  will  help  strengthen 
the  family,  but  it's  a  practical 
tax  change  to  help  people." 


The  response  was  effective, 
as  were  most  of  Mr  Major's 
responses  yesterday.  But  he 
may  have  lost  a  vote  in 
Cambridge.  Humphrys  re¬ 
ported  that  Diana  Jackson,  a 
Cambridge  solicitor,  had 
called  to  say  that  the  married 
couples'  tax  plan  was  a  U-tum 
after  the  Tories*  reduction  of 
the  married  couple’s  allow¬ 
ance  eight  years  ago.  “I  don't 
mind  what  she  thinks,"  Mr 
Major  said.  Ms  Jackson,  a 


HALF  PRICE  SALE 


It’s  plain  to  see  why 
Shaker  Cream  is  simply 


I  don't  think  £17 SO  a  week  is  going  to  make 
people  rush  out  and  hear  wedding  bells. 
Kenneth  Clarke,  on  the  World  at  One 


WITH 


SALE 


prices 


EXTRA  10%  OFF 


EXTENDED  MUST  END  SATURDAY 


more  affordable 
this  Spring 


If  the  Tory  education  manifesto  is  an 
example  of  Mr  Majors  passion.  I  feel  sorry 
for  Norma. 

Nigel  de  Gruchy,  teachers’  leader,  at  their 
Bournemouth  conference 


Most  people  in  Britain  will  be  more 
interested  in  an  apology  for  the  last 
manifesto  than  the  promises  in  this  one. 
Paddy  Ashdown,  at  his  morning  press 

conference 


Got  any  gob-stoppers?  Give  'em  to  John 
Major. 

John  Prescott,  at  a  sweet  stall  in  Uttoxeter 


To  cater  fc r  every  appetite,  all  cabinets  in  50  Kitchen  and  Bedroom 
ranges  are  reduced  m  price,  most  by  5CC :. 

JJ  IL-JL 


If  there’s  an  anti-sleaze  candidate  in  this 
country,  it's  me. 

John  Major,  on  the  Today  programme 


Why  should  we  buy  another  set  of  election 
manifesto  tax  promises"  from  a  Prime 
Minister  that  cannot  be  trusted  on  tax? 
Gordon  Brown,  at  Labour's  morning  press 

conference 


I  suspect  it’s  yet  another  promise  which  is 
undeliverable.  I  put  it.in  the  locker  marked 
fantasy  promises’. 

Paddy  Ashdown,  at  the  conference,  on  the 
Tory  tax  promises 


Our  goal  must  be  for  Britain  to  be  the  best 
place  in  the  world  to  live. 

John  Major,  in  the  Tory  manifesto 


I  have  never  met  anybody  who  won  a 
negotiation  by  being  outside  the  door!  and 
that's  what  this  Government  are  doing. 
Margaret  Beckett,  on  the  Tories’  Euro¬ 
policy 


With  the  Tories'  record  on  tax  you  wouldn’t 
believe  them  whether  you  are  middle-class, 
working-class  or  whatever  other  class. 

John  Prescott;  in  Vttoxcter 


I  was  fed  up  at  the  last  election  with  rattling 
around  the  country  conferring  the  Westmin¬ 
ster  blessing  on  some  unsuspecting  lathe 
operator  in  the  West  Midlands. 

Paddy  Ashdown,  explaining  why  he  was 
meeting  people  away  from  die  media 


IT'S  EASY  TO  MOVE  YOUR  MORTGAGE. 


NO  ARRANGEMENT  FEE 
3%  DISCOUNT  IN  FIRST  YEAR 
NO  VALUATION  FEE 
NO  LEGAL  FEES 


MOVE  TO  WOOLWICH  DIRECT. 


4.29%  (4.4%  a™) 


It's  easy  to  move  your  mortgage  to  Woolwich  Direct.  Wherever 
you  are,  at  home  or  at  work,  just  pick  up  the  phone  and  we'll 
give  you  a  quote  instantly  for  our  Fee  Saver  Plus  Mortgage. 
There's  a  real  saving  compared  with  our  standard  variable  rate 
mortgage.  So  why  not  spend  a  few  minutes  finding  out  more 
about  this  excellent  deal?  Call  us  now  quoting  ref:  TV34. 


* 


working  mother  whose  hus¬ 
band  stays  home  to  look  after 
their  children,  later  told  The 
Times  that  she  was  taken - 
aback  by  the  tone  of  the  Prime  < 
Minister's  response.  “He  said 
he  did  not  care  what  1  thought,- 
I  thought  he  was  very  rude,"  • 
she  said. 

He  may  well  decide  that  a  • 
points  victory  over  Humphrys 
at  the  expense  of  a  vote  in:' 
Cambridge  was  not  a  bad: 
morning*  work. 
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OVERSEAS  NEWS  15 


nch  put  looted 

rt  on  show  to 

find  Jewish  owners 


THE  Ftend  Government  an¬ 
nounced  yes  rrday  that  almost 
1,000  worfcjjf .an  looted  from 


if 


Jews  du 
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e  Nazi  occupa- 
in  the  possession 
urns  are  to  go 
hope  that  they 
ted  to  the  owners' 

ference  held  at 
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From  Susan  Bell  in  Paris 

ment  to  provide  an  inventory 
of  stolen  Jewish  property  as 
European  governments  face 
growing  demands  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  treasures  looted  by  the 
Nazis.  The  Gaullists  have 
publicly  declared  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  expose  the  truth  about 
an  era  which  for  more  than 
half  a  century  has  been 
shrouded  in  shame. 

M  Douste-BIazy  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  decision  to  hold 
die  exhibitions  had  been  made 
“out  of  concern  for  openness". 
However,  he  appeared  anx- 


ies  of  the  original 
paintings  by 
bert  Gleizes  and. 
Foujita,  which 
ted  by  the  Nazis 
were  now  in  the 
of  the  Centre  Pom- 
d  already  been 
Douste-BIazy  said 
adding  that  the 
ould  be  returned 
htful  owners  "after 
possible  delay", 
has  been  moum- 
French  Govem- 


Douste-BIazy:  defended 
record  of  museums 


ies  sue  for  $7bn 


New  Yo  u  Jewish  advocates, 
seeking  >  pressure  European 
underwi  ters  to  honour  lomj^- 
overlook  d  life  insurance  pol¬ 
icies  ol  Hitter’s  Holocaust 
victims,  ave  filed  a  $7  billion 
(£4.4  bi  ion)  lawsuit  in  the 
United  ales. 

The  a  ion  is  being  brought 
by  nim  elderly  New  York 
Jews.  I  some  cases,  it  is 
alleged,  ooney  due  to  victims’ 
families  vas  given  to  German 
officers  Juentin  Letts  writes). 

The  !  rapanies  named. in 
the  ad  m  are  from  Italy, 
Austria  ’ranee  and  Germany 
and.  ao  rding  Co  lawyers  for 
the  pla  itifis.  have  financial 
interest  In  New  York,  where 
the  law:  lit  was  tiled.  In  early 
response  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  say  they  are  not 
answer  He  to  the  claims  ow¬ 
ing  Co  <  vnersftip  changes  of 
wartimt  edicts. 

Edwad  Vagan,  an  Airier F_. 


can  Tawjer  involvedin  brings'  '  reputations 


ing  the  case,  said  that  life 
insurance  was  a  popular  in¬ 
vestment  in  prewar  Europe 
among  Jews.  After  Hitler’s 
rise  to  power,  however,  many 
policy-holders  lost  their 
money  and  their  families  did 
not  receive  payments  when 
they  should  have  done. 

To  reinforce  their  claims, 
the  nine  relations  of  Holo¬ 
caust  victims  have  produced 
yellowing  policy  documents. 
Their  stories,  as  with  an  too 
many  Manhattan  Jews,  re¬ 
sound  with  the  names  of  Nazi 
concentration  camps  and 
snatched  memories. 

For  the  insurance  com¬ 
panies,  meanwhile,  the  choice 
may  be  between  paying  a 
settlement  figure  to  get  the 
argument  to  go  away  or,  by 
adhering  to  the  perhaps  stria 
interpretations  of  assessor- 
speak,,  to  endure  long-run¬ 
ning  damage  to  their 


ious  to  defend  France's  state 
museums. 

"I  wish  to  prove  that  the 
reality  is  more  complex  than 
the  rumour  according  to 
which  French  museums  ‘re¬ 
ceived  stolen  goods',  real  ‘trea¬ 
sures'.  pillaged  from  Jewish 
families  by  ihe  Nazis," he  said. 

Tlie  word  “looted"  was  often 
used  incorrectly,  he  added, 
noring  that  recent  research 
carried  dut  by  a  team  of 

museum  conservationists  at 
the  Musee  d  Or. say  on  more 
than  300  works  showed  that 
the  majority  had  not  been 
stolen  but  had  been  legally 
acquired  on  the  Pirns  an 
market  during  the  Occupa¬ 
tion,  either  by  private  collec¬ 
tors  or  German  museums. 

However,  this  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  between  1940  and 
1944,  as  more  than  74.000  of 
France's  prewar  Jewish  popu¬ 
lation  of  300,000  were  depon¬ 
ed  and  murdered  in  Nazi 
death  camps,  their  posses¬ 
sions  were  systematically 
plundered  by  the  Nazis  and 
the  Vichy  French  col¬ 
laborators. 

Vichy  officials  are  known  to 
have  seized  ar  least  21,000 
works  of  art  from  203  private 
collections  under  laws  passed 
on  July  22,  1941.  Among  the 
1,903  artworks  stolen  from 
Jewish  families  and  held  “pro¬ 
visionally"  in  French  muse¬ 
ums  are  paintings  by  Monet, 
Renoir.  Sisley.  Gauguin  and 
Cburbet. 

Those  works  which  are  not 
included  in  next  week's  exhibi¬ 
tion.  often  because  they  are  in 
regional  museums,  are  listed 
in  the  400-page  catalogue. 

Finding  the  owners  of  the 
“orphaned"  artworks  will  not 
be  an  easy  task.  Most  perished 
during  the  war  and  any  sur¬ 
viving  relatives  are  often  un¬ 
aware  of  their  inheritance. 

Yesterday  M  Douste-BIazy 
emphasised  that  French  muse¬ 
ums  “were  never  opposed  to 
restoring  works"  to  their  origi¬ 
nal  owners.  However.  Jewish 
organisations  have  criticised 
the  French  state  museum  au¬ 
thorities  for  not  having  active¬ 
ly  sought  the  artworks’ 
rightful  owners;  many  will  no 
doubt  view  the  exhibition, 
although  a  step  forward,  as 
_  being  shamefully  overdue. 


A  tax  policeman  guards  illegal 
alcohol  dealers  after  a  raid  on  their 
warehouse  in  the  outskirts  of  Mos¬ 
cow.  Such  successes,  and  the  queue 
of  people  who  waited  to  tile  income 
declarations  by  April  1,  show  that  Ihe 
Government  is-  making  headway  in 


Moscow  targets  its  tax  dodgers 


its  campaign  to  turn  Russia  into  a 
nation  of  taxpayers.  However,  it 
collected  only  59  per  cent  of  the  taxes 
it  expected  in  the  first  quarter,  and 


may  have  to  cut  spending  further. 
Segodnya,  the  daily  newspaper,  re¬ 
ported  yesterday.  Last  month  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin  reshuffled  his  Govern¬ 


ment  to  revive  an  economy  that  has 
been  shrinking  for  six  years,  but  it 
has  yet  to  launch  any  initiatives. 
Last  year  revenues  were  lower  than 
envisaged  because  of  the  worse-than- 
expected  economic  performance  and 
the  widespread  tax  evasion.  (AP) 


US  gun  lobby 
in  global  fight 

Washington:  The  National 
Rifle  Association,  the  power¬ 
ful  American  gun  lobby,  is 
launching  a  global  campaign 
to  discourage  other  countries 
from  tightening  gun  controls 
(Bronwen  Maddox  writes). 

Members  are  concerned 
that  laws  in  other  countries 
will  constrain  gun  owners 
and  traders  in  America.  Tan¬ 
ya  Mrtaksa.  the  NRA's  new 
campaign  leader,  said  in  the 
association's  magazine  that 
"when  guns  are  being  confis¬ 
cated  In  Australia  and  Brit* 
ain  —  nations  which  once 
shared  a  tradition  of  gun 
ownership  —  NRA  members 
must  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder". 

The  association  has  formed 
a  pact  with  manufacturers 
and  gun  groups  from  11 
countries  to  oppose  new 
international  rules. 


Russia  and  Belarus  dilute  pari 


From  Robin  Lodge  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  Yeltsin  has 
signed  a  Treaty  of  union  with 
Bela  ro  s,  providi  ng  a  basis  for 
closer  economic,  political  and 
military  ties  but  maintaining 
the  neighbours’  sovereignty 
and  separate  courses  of 
development. 

The  document  was  a  much 
watered-down  version  of  the 
grandiose  plan  proposed  last 
weekend  by  President  Luka¬ 
shenko  Df  Belarus,  who  hoped 
to  rebuild  the  Soviet  era  ties 
between  his  country  and  Rus¬ 
sia.  including  a  programme  of 
economic  development,  a  sin¬ 
gle  currency  and  political  pow¬ 
er-sharing. 

That  scheme  had  been 
roundly  condemned  by  liberal 
politicians  in  Russia,  who 
want  no  association  with  Mr 
Lukashenko’s  dictatorial  re¬ 
gime,  as  well  as  by  economists 


and  the  leaders  of  other  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  republics.  They 
regard  Mr  Lukashenko's 
ideas  on  reintegration  as  unre¬ 
alistic.  as  well  as  a  threat  to 
their  recently  gained  inde¬ 
pendence. 

One  of  the  most  outspoken 
critics  of  the  proposed  union 
was  Leonid  Kuchma,  the  Pres¬ 
ident  of  Llkraine,  who 
described  it  as  nonsense.  "If 
there  is  unification,  it  will  be 
completely  mechanical,  bec¬ 
ause  the  speeds  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  Russia  and  Belarus 
are  completely  different,  as  are 
the  leaderships,"  he  told 
Interfax  news  agency. 

Despite  the  pomp  of.  the 
Kremlin  signing  ceremony, 
there  was  little  substance  to 
the  eventual  agreement,  with 
much  of  the  detail  transferred 
to  a  separate  charter  •which' 


will  undergo  public  debate 
and  revision  before  coming 
into  force.  Mr  Yeltsin  was  at 
pains  to  emphasise  that  the 
treaty  stopped  well  short  of  a 
merger  between  the  two 
countries. 

“The  union  does  not  create  a 
single  state,"  he  said.  “Each 
side  keeps  its  sovereignty.  At 
the  same  time,  it  takes  our 
integration  on  to  a  qualitative¬ 
ly  new  stage."  He  also  said 
that  a  single  currency,  while 
desirable  as  a  long-term  goal, 
was 

Under 

countries  are  to  set  up  a 
supreme  council,  to  be  chaired 
by  each  President  on  a  two- 
year  rotating  basis.  It  will 
include  the  two  Prime  Minis¬ 
ters  and  parliamentary  Speak¬ 
ers.  Its  powers  remain 
unclear.  Its  designated  pur- 


many  years  away, 
nder  the  agreement,  the 


pose  is  tu  outline  joint  policies, 
in  order  to  co-ordinate  activi¬ 
ties  in  foreign  relations,  the 
economy  and  the  military-  But 
it  appears  that  the  Supreme 
Council  will  not  he  able  to 
overrule  existing  laws  in  either 
country,  while  agreements 
with  a  third  country  would 
remain  inviolable. 

Mr  Lukashenko,  who  spent 
the  morning  with  Mr  Yeltsin 
wrangling  over  the  final  de¬ 
tails  before  the  signing,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  trying  to  put  the 
best  face  on  what  fell  far  short 
of  his  ambitions. 

The  integration  plan  caused 
protests  in  the  Belarussian 
capital.  Minsk,  from  national¬ 
ists  who  feel  Mr  Lukashenko 
is  seDing  their  independence. 
Yesterday  some  members  of  a 
4.000-strong  march  against 
the  treaty  clashed  with  police. 
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fora 
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If  you  currently  go  shopping 
with  one  or  more  store  cards, 
you'd  be  better  off  trading 
them  in  for  a  Barclaycard.  Up 
to  £150  better  off.  We’ll  take 
on  an  outstanding  balance  of 
up  to  £$,000  on  your  current 
store  -  and  credit  -  cards  and 
cut  your  bill  by  5%.  Instantly. 
Check  our  current  22.3%  APR 
against  your  store  card's - 
we’re  sure  you’ll  be  impressed. 

What's  more,  you  can 
use  It  at  more  than  n  million 
outlets  worldwide! 
Trading  in  your  store  cards 
couldn't  be  easier,  just  send 
for  an  application  form  and 
full  written  details  or  call 
free  on  0800  49  29  29  and 
quote  586CXX. 


Complete  the  coupon  or  call  free  any  time  on 

0800  49  29  29 


I  WOllId  like  to  reduce  Send  to;  Barclaycard  FREEPOST,  B5  4-335*  Bristol,  BSi  3YX. 

,  Title _ _ Surname _ First  Names 

my  credit  card  bill;  Address  _  _ 


Btoci  CAPITALS  PLEASE 


please  send  me  full - — — 

written  details  and  an  Telephone _ 


Postcode _ 


S86CXX 


..  ,  y-  t  If  in  the  ne*t  12  months  the  charges  on  your  account  are  less  than  your  refund  we  may  require  repayment, 

application  torm*  Bur-days  BanL  PIC  Registered  in  London,  England  Reg  No  ioi6it-7.  Registered  Office:  54  Lombard  Street,  London  EC3P  jAH. 
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THE  MEDIOn 
P133  MULTIMEDIA  I 

Designed  for  the  home  or  office,  this  is  a  state 
-the -art  high-performance  multimedia  PC  sys 
Packed  with  features  normally  only  found  in  n 
more  expensive  systems. 

Plus  an  after  sales  back-up  service  that  is  sea 
to-none. 


-  . ' 


THE  COMPUTER 
DEAL  OF 
THE  YEAR 


ALDI 

MEDION  P133 

INTEL  PENTIUM  PI  33  PROCESSOR 
16Mb  RAM 

(EXPANDABLE  TO  123Mb) 

1.2Gb  HARD  DISK  DRIVE 

6  FREE  EXPANSION  SLOTS 

PIPELINE  BURST  CACHE  256Kb 

WINDOWS  95  KEYBOARD 
AND  MICROSOFT  COMPATIBLE 
SERIAL  MOUSE  AND  PAD 

15"  SVGA  DIGITAL  FLAT  SCREEN 
COLOUR  MONITOR 

16-BIT  STEREO  SOUNDCARD  WITH 
2  SPEAKERS 

S-SPEED  CD-ROM  DRIVE 

ALbT  PRICE  ^ 

£849.oo 


INE'  PBtflUM  PI  33  PROCESSOR 


T6Mb  RAM  ">/•' 
.  /  pCPANDABLETOI^ttjJ  ;  . 


;  '  i.^HARDb^D»YE- 


5Fi^^ANSJON&OTS  ■. 


r-  ••  WPEUNE BURST  CAOfE  256Kb 


WINDOWS  '95  KEYBOARD  '  =' 
ANP  MICROSOFT  COM^AhBlE 
•.  SERIAL  MOUSE  AND  PAD 


■ .  .14*  SVG ACGlOUR  MONITOR 


J  6-BfrVJBRA  CHIP  WITH  2  SPEAKERS 


.  8-SPEED  <3>ROM«UVE  • 


ARGOS  PRICE* 

£1,149.oo 


The  Medion's  Advanced  features  include: 


YOU  SAVE 


Intel  Pentium  PI  33  processor 
(MMX  Upgradeable) 

1 6Mb  RAM  (expandable  to  1 28Mb) 
1 .2Gb  hard  disk  drive 
8-speed  CD-ROM  drive 
1 5"  SVGA  Digital  flat  screen 
colour  monitor 


INCLUDES  4 
SOFTWARE  TITLES 


Fully  loaded  with  Microsoft  ! 
Windows  '95  and 

mmm 

Microsoft  Works  .  f 

Free  on  CD-ROM,  Hutchinson  ./ 
Encyclopedia  and  Rayman  gape 
1 2  months  Warranty  includes  telephone 
helpline  and  in  home  call-outiervice 


FREE  12  MONTHS  WAR 

•  Free  telephone  Wp£ne  manned  by  computer 

•  Free  in  home  cafl-oul  service.  ,  . 

•  b  rfie  unfiWy  wen!  of  the  engineer  bei-ig  unable  i  fix  your 
computer  we  will  replace  it  free  of  charge. 
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ALDI 


CASH  ONLY  NO  CHEQUES  OR  CREDIT  CARDS 


TOP  QUALITY  AT  INCREDIBLY  LOW  PRICES 


Prices  correct  at  time  of  going  to  press.  'Olivetti  Xana  P133  £1,149.00,  Argos,  Leicester,  price  checked  03.03.97 


0g9*  ALDI  STCRE  LINE 

nr  0990  m  202 
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Clinton  aides  ensnared 
in  Whitewater  scandal 


LAURENT  REBOURS/AP 


Riom  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 


;  TWO  of  F  es 
>  most  tnj<  ed 
(j  snagged  b  s-ti 
J  scandal  '  yes 
*  strongly  d  jpu 
»  that  “hush  me 
¥  paid. 

5  The  Whie  L 
J  that  the  ai 
i  “Mack”  AcC 
I  White  Hot  seel 


sidenr  Clinton’s 
d  aides  were 
the  Whitewater 
fsterday  amid 
uted  allegations 
wney"  had  been 


:  House  disclosed 
aides.  Thomas 
cClarty,  former 
!  chief  of  staff,  and 


*  his  successor.  Erskme  Bowies, 


*  -March  •. 
t  .guilty  to 
Si  Decant* 


fj  3CJ-S 
j-.'g*;  giigchor- 
-o>j?ie'v:ce 


t  had  sough  \  help  from  business 

\  friends  u  line  up  lucrative 

*  work' for  Vebster  HubbeTi,  a 
l  close  frieid  of  the  Clintons 
l  who  resi  ned  under  fire  as 

*  Associate  Attorney-General. 

Between  his  resignation  in 
March  J  994  and  pleading 
.guilty  to  fraud  the  following 
j  Deconbe  —  for  which  he 
served  IS  months  in  prison  — 
Mr  Hub  >ell  was  paid  some 
■$500,000  (£300,000)  by  nearly 
a  dozen  firms,  among  them 
big  Dem  tcratic  contributors. 

Kenneh  Starr,  the  White- 
water  pi  isecutor,  was  widely 
reported  to  be  focusing  on 
these  re  ainers  to  determine 
whether  hey  were  paid  to  buy 
J  silence  c  rer  incriminating  evi- 
?  dence  a  rout  the  Clintons  in 


j  Doubts  on 
I  sei  motive 
{  in  death 
h  of  starlet 

?  From  Tom  Rhodes 
s  IN  BOULDER,  COLORADO 


t  FOR  the  moment  the  media 
;  pack  has  dwindled  outside 
j  ?  the  redbrick  T udorsiyie  rnan- 
l  l  sion  m  Boulder  in  the  base- 
l  ment  of  which  the  body,  of 
£  JonBenet  Ramsey,  six.  was 
;  discovered  on  Boxing  Dayv 
{  Distracted  by  the  nearby 
i  (rial  of  Timothy  McVeigh,  the 
chief  suspect  in  the  Oklahoma 
t  City  bombing,  and  the  sui- 
'■  ride  of  39  cult  members  in 

*  California,  America’s  focus 
i  has  shifted  briefly  finwn  the 
c  gruesome  death  of  a  beauty 
J“  pageant  starlet 

>  However,  experts  yes  terday 
l  offered  a  new  theory  on  her. 
f,  death.  Dr  Richard  Krugman. 
I'a  Deifver  expert' ’in  child 
j  abuse,  ‘said  the  post-mortem 
‘t  report  suggested  that 
-■  JonBenet  had  suffered  a  biu- 
t  tal  physical  attack,  but  she 
'  was  probably  not  sexually 
;  assaulted  as  was  believed. 

^  His  assertions  will  bring 
\  little  solace  to  the  Boulder 
'  police  force  which,  nearly  100 
£  t  days  into  its  inquiry,  stiQ 
J  appears  to  have  no  significant 
leads.  Dr  Krugman’s  theories 
are  likely  to  cause  even  great- 
t  er  speculation  about  Jon- 
j  Benet's  parents,  whose  antics 
f.  have  caused  widespread  pub- 
$  lie  suspicion. 

Initial  reports  that  semen 

*  was  found  on  the  gill’s  body 
;  are  now  discounted  and  Dr 

J  Wilbur  Richie,  a  local  coroner 
■'  who  has  also  read  parts  of  the 
»  report,  said  he  had  reached  a 
ri  similar  conclusion  to.  Dr 
J  Krugman,  "IVe  read  it  three 
r:  times,  and  to  me  ...  it  in  no 
\  way  suggests  sexual  assault-”- 
3  JonBenet,  her  brother 
a  Burke,  ten.  and  their  parents 
<  John,  53.  and  Patricia.  40, 

;  were  the  only  people  known 
i  to.  have  been  in  the  bouse  pn 
-  Christmas  night  and  a  report 
?  this  week  said  there,  were  po 
t  tracks  m  the  snow  outside  the 
£  *  next  morning-  However,  ftei- 
■  \  ther  John  Ramsey,  a  mfllton- 
?  jure  computer  executive,  jbor 
|  Patricia,  a  former  Miss  West 
|  Virginia,  have  been  named  as 

*  potential  suspects.  L 

‘  They  have  declined  to  ferve 
j  the  standard  taped  statement 
i  to  police  that  would  require 
i  them  to  be  interviewed  fcpa- 
\  rase ly.  After  weeks  of  mde- 
I  riskm  over  whether /they 
l  would  independently  °'^rye 
i  DNA  tests  at  a  Maryland  lat>- 
\  oratory,  the  coupte  jlwye 


the  Whitewater  affair.  Mr 
Hubbeli  had  worked  closely 
with  Hillary  Clinton  on 
Whitewater  matters  and  was 
the  custodian  of  relevant  docu¬ 
ments  that  went  missing  for 
months. 

Mr  Hubbeli  has  denied  that 
the  retainers  affected  his  level 
of  co-operation,  but  has  de¬ 
clined  to  say  what  he  did  for 
the  various  employers. 

A  report  yesterday  in  The 
Wall  Street  Journal  said  that. 


Hubbeli:  “a  conspiracy 
or  is  it  Arkansas?” 


Prodi  tells 
of  risks 
in  Albania 

Rome:  Italy's  parliament  yes¬ 
terday  considered  the  hazard¬ 
ous  prospect  of  an  Italian-led 
peacekeeping  operation  in  Al¬ 
bania  after  Tirana  asked  Ro¬ 
mano  Prodi,  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  go  ahead  with  the 
proposed  military  interven¬ 
tion  (John  Philliips  writes). 

The  military  mission  will 
“not  be  without  risks  and 
difficulties,  both  organisation¬ 
ally  and  technically,”  Signor 
Prodi  told  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  after  a  lightning  visit 
to  Albania  to  meet  govern¬ 
ment  officials.  . 

Hong  Kong 
rights  plea 

Hong  Kong:  Democracy  ac¬ 
tivists  have  petitioned  China’s 
National  People’s  Congress 
not  to  repeal  the  city’s  human 
rights  laws  (Jonathan  MJrsky 
writes).  Members  of  the  Hong 
Kong  Alliance  for  Human 
Rights  marched  to  the  office 
of  Elsie  Leung,  the  Secretary 
of  Justice-designate  in  the 
future  government  and  hand¬ 
ed  her  a  petition  with  9,000 
signatures. 

Letter,  page  23 

Journalist 
kills  himself 

New  York:  Only  days  after 
being  recalled  from  Washing¬ 
ton  because  a  co-worker  dis¬ 
covered  his  plans  to  defect, 
Chinese  journalist  Wei  Guoqi- 
ang  committed  suicide  in 

Beijing,  The  New  York  Times 
reported.  Mr  Wei,  47.  was  the 
Washington  bureau  chief  of 
the  New  China  News  Agency 
and  a  well-known  figure  in  the 
American  capital.  (Reuter) 

School  lunch 
hepatitis  alert 

Los  Angeles:  Strawberries 
possibly  contaminated  with 
hepatitis  A  were  given  to  9,000 
people  for  lunch  in  18  Los 
Angles  schools.  Californian 
officials  were  alerted  when  an 
outbreak  in.  Michigan  was 
traced  to  the  same  lot  of  frozen 
fruit  The  disease  has  a  four- 
week  incubation  period.  (AFP) 


?  oratory,  the  couple  i  raw  - - - 

a  declined.  However,  thj| wait-  . 

I  MEiS i  s  Taxing  ordeal 


[  S  results  of  forensic  science  tests 
I  *  uhtfl  later  this  monjl 
|  j  possibly  jeopardised  later 

I'ffc  j  validity  of  die  DNAejidenct 

t  On  Friday,  the  Mmseys 
|  *  relieved  their  expensrve 

r  c  media  consultant j?ffus i  ttu- 

f.  ties,  referring  all  quejwns  ro 
a  taciturn  local  law  MuJi 
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Lima:  Tax  officials  do  not 
share  worldwide  sympathy  for 
hostages  held  in  die  Japanese 
Embassy  residence  for  105 
days.  The  .50  ftrruvians  wiD 
have  only  an  extra  month  to 
file  their  returns.  (Reuter) 


COMPREHENSIVE 

INSURANCE  FROM 

£148 


Schemes  for  SAAB's 

,  National  Quoteline  on 

,45  123111 

Charged  at  Local  Rate 
*3  on  tfta  Internet 

ouse  Hammond 

,  250  Br.itch«s  Nationwide _ 


if  Mr  Hubbell’s  old  friends  did 
come  to  his  aid  to  ensure  his 
silence,  the  Administration 
could  be  embroiled  in  a  cover- 
up  scandal  the  like  of  which 
had  nor  been  seen  since 
Watergate. 

The  disclosures  pushed  the 
Hubbeli  issue  to  a  new  level 
and  mice  again  brought  the 
controversy  to  Mrs  Clinton's 
door,  the  newspaper  said. 

Mr  Hubbeli  knew  the  Clin¬ 
tons  for  2D  years  in  Arkansas 
where  he  had  been  Mayor  of 
Little  Rock,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
State  Supreme  Court,  a  law 
planner  with  Mrs  Clinton  and 
.  a  frequent  golfing  companion 
of  Mr  Clinton. 

When  Mr  Hubbeli  resigned 
from  government,  Mr  Mc- 
Clarty.  a  boyhood  friend  of  the 
President,  icld  Mrs  Clinton 
that  he  would  try  to  help. 
According  to  Mr  McClarty, 
she  acknowledged  the  com¬ 
ment  and  perhaps  thanked 
him.  without  saying  much 
more.  Mrs  Clinton  has  no 
recollection  of  the  conversa¬ 
tion.  officials  said. 

Mr  McClarty  had  only  a 
hazy  memory  of  discussing 


Mr  Hubbell’s  plight  with  Mr 
Clinton.  Mr  McCarty  did 
persuade  wealthy  friends  to 
employ  Mr  HubbeU,  but  Mr 
Bowles  had  not  been 
successful. 

One  payment  to  Mr 
Hubbeli  of  great  interest  to  the 
Whitewater  investigators  is 
$100,000  from  an  affiliate  of 
Lippo  Croup,  the  Asian  con¬ 
glomerate  already  being  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  Justice 
Department  for  its  fund¬ 
raising  for  the  Democrats. 
James  Riady,  whose  family 
controls  Lippo.  made  several 
visits  to  the  White  House 
before  hiring  Mr  Hubbeli  a 
week,  later. 

Mr  Hubbeli  has  said  little 
since  leaving  prison,  but  he 
did  spum  the  idea  of  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  win  his  silence  in  an 
interview  with  a  newspaper  in 
Arkansas  —  a  state  often 
regarded  by  other  Americans 
os  backward  and  hillbilly. 

He  said:  “You  know  how  it 
is.  You  piece  together  this  and 
tiiat,  you  make  this  grand 
conspiracy.  But  is  it  some 
gran,d  conspiracy  or  is  ir 
Arkansas?" 
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About  300  striking  Paris  medical  students  and  doctors  block  the  Champs  Elys£es 


French 
doctors 
protest 
over  cuts 

From  Susan  Bell 

IN  PARIS 

HUNDREDS  of  white*x*ted 
junior  doctors  staged  a  sit-in 
in  front  of  the  Elysee  Palace 
yesterday  before  blocking  the 
Champs  Eiysees  and  the  Place 
de  la  Concorde.  Others  cut 
major  railway  lines  as  they 
intensified  a  threeweek-old 
strike  against  health  spending 
cuts  (writes  Susan  Bell). 

The  strike,  which  has 
spread  to  23  of  26  teaching 
hospitals,  has  fumed  into  a 
test  of  the  efforts  by  Alain 
Juppe,  the  Prime  Minister,  to 
cut  France’s  welfare  deficit  so 
it  can  qualify  for  the  European 
Union’s  single  currency  in 
1999. 

Junior  doctors  across  the 
country,  angry  at  an  “inflexi¬ 
ble”  Government  that  is  deaf 
to  their  demands,  joined  their 
Parisian  colleagues.  In  Mar¬ 
seilles,  800  staged  a  sir-in  on 
railway  lines.  Similar  protests 
took  place  in  ten  major  cities, 
delaying  trains  in  Bordeaux. 
Lyons,  UUe  and  Montpellier. 

Demonsttators  occupied  so¬ 
cial  security  offices  in  Angers 
and  Nice. 
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TIRlNfc... 


...BUT  NOT 


WITH 


JAL’S 


NEW  SEAT” 


It's  no  wonder  frequent  travellers  on 


business  prefer  to  fly  with  Japan 


Airlines.  On  board  our  new  Executive 


Class  Seasons,  our  Skyluxe  seat 


makes  comfort  the  No.t  priority. 


ft  has  a  mufti-positional  headrest  for 


full  support.  A  lumbar  and  leg  support 


for  posture. 


And  to  rest  your  eye,  the  cabin's 


interior  decor  changes  with  the 
seasons.  Even  Seasons'  changing 
menu  appreciates  European  and 


Japanese  tastes 


from  1st  April  to  30th  June, 


miles  for  frequent  flyers  between 


Europe  and  Japan  to  celebrate  our 


JMB  unification. 


For  more  details  contact  your  travel 


agent  or  call  JAL  on  0345  747  700  to 


enjoy  comfort  all' the  way. 


Japan  Airlines 


A  BETTER  APPROACH  TO  BUSINESS 


Bombers  ambush  Israeli  army  bus 


Attack  marks 
.  a ‘serious 
escalation’ 
after  13  days 
of  protests 

from  Christopher  Walker 

IN  JERUSALEM 

PALESTINIANS  with  a  petrol 
bomb  ambushed  a  military 
bus  ferrying  Israeli  soldiers  to 
guard  Jewish  settlements  yes¬ 
terday,  sending  the  blazing 
vehicle  plunging  oft  the  road 
and  injuring  12  soldiers  and 
the  driver. 

The  Israeli  Array  imposed  a 
strict  curfew  on  the  nearby  ref¬ 
ugee  camp  of  Jalazoun,  12 
nuks  north' of  Jerusalem  in 
the  occupied  West  Bank,  after 
the  two  attackers  fled  there. 
They  described  the  attack,  the 
worst  against  die  army  since 
clashes  erupted  13  days  ago.  as 
“a  very  serious  escalation". 

The  stricken  bus  rolled  20 
yards  down  an  embankment 
after  the  petrol  bomb  smashed 
through  the  windscreen,  caus¬ 
ing  the  driver  to  lose  control  as 
flames  licked  through  his  cab. 
Smoke  was  still  rising  from 
the  wreckage  an  hour  later 
after  the  wounded  had  been 
taken  to  hospitals.  Their  inju¬ 
ries  were  described  as  "light  to 
moderate". 

Elsewhere  in  Israeli-occu¬ 
pied  Arab  areas,  clashes 
continued  between  Israeli 
troops  and  stone-throwing 
youths  protesting  at  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  new  settlement  at  Har 
Homa  in  annexed  east  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  Near  Nablus,  Israeli 
tanks  were  deployed  in  an 
ominous  show  of  strength 
designed  to  deter  more  than 
1,000  angry  Palestinians  from 
attending  the  funeral  of  a 
plainclothes  Palestinian  po¬ 
liceman,  20.  who  was  shot 
dead  by  Israelis  in  rioting  on 
Tuesday. 

The  bus  ambush,  in  broad 
daylight  at  about  1.40pm, 
raised  new  quotums  about 
how  long  such  a  level  of 
violence  can  be  contained. 
Israeli  commanders  have  re¬ 
peatedly  threatened  to  unleash 
“Operation  Molten  Steel",  a 
force  of  tanks,  attack  helicop¬ 
ters  and  snipers  based  near 
every  main  Palestinian  town, 
if  weapons  were  used  against 
Israeli  troops. 
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One  of  the  12  soldiers  hurt  in  yesterday's  bus  attack  is  rescued  from  the  overturned  vehicle,  below,  near  Jalazoun  Palestinian  refugee  camp 


Escalation  of  the  conflict, 
which  many  Palestinians  are 
calling  a  new  intifada,  came 
hours  after  the  announcement 
that  Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the 
Israeli  Prime  Minister,  was 
going  to  Washington  on 
Monday. 

In  an  apparent  attempt  to 
display  a  new  determination 
to  clamp  dawn  on  Islamic 
extremists  responsible  for 
three  suicide  bombs  in  recent 
days  —  two  on  Tuesday  in 
Gaza  both  failed  to  kill  or 
injure  a  single  Israeli  —  the 
Palestinian  security  forces  yes¬ 
terday  detained  30  people. 
Most  of  them  were  connected 
with  Islamic  Jihad,  the  group 
behind  Tuesday’s  double 
attack. 

Israeli  officials  doubled  the 
effectiveness  of  the  round-up. 
at  least  13  of  the  detainees 
having  been  set  free  only, 
hours  later. 

Senior  Palestinian  sou  roes 
argue  that  Israel  has  itself 
ban  ineffective  against  sui¬ 


cide  bombers  and  that  any  big 
crackdown  on  Islamic  extrem¬ 
ists  from  Hamas,  the  Islamic 
Resistance  Movement  and  Is¬ 
lamic  Jihad  could  spark  a  civil 
war  in  the  Palestinian-con¬ 
trolled  areas. 

Green  mourning  tents  were 
set  up  yesterday  outside  the 
two  homes  of  the  bombers 
who  bungled  their  missions  to 
kill  Israeli  schoolchildren  on 
Tuesday,  a  lack  of  military 
success  doing  little  to  detract 
from  their  new  roles  as  heroic 
martyrs. 

Anwar  Shadrawi,  20,  a  sci¬ 
ence  student,  and  Abdallah 
Madhoun,  19.  who  was  still 
studying  at  high  school  were 
both  from  the  Jabatiya  refu¬ 
gee  camp  north  of  Gaza  City— 
a  noted  hotbed  of  Islamic 
fundamentalism.  Relatives 
said  that  both  men  left  their 
homes  before  dawn  on  Tues¬ 
day  after  prayers. 

Leading  article  and 
-  .‘  Letters,  page  23 


Netanyahu  wants  Clinton  to  back  round  of ‘final  status’  talks 


From  Bronwen  Maddox 

IN  WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT  CLINTON  is  consid¬ 
ering  supporting  an  Israeli  proposal 
to  start  a  new  round  of  Israefi- 
Palestinian  peace  talks  to  tackle 
directly  the  most  contentious  issues, 
in  an  attempt  to  halt  the  deteriorat¬ 
ing  relations  between  both  sides. 

Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister,  who  is  due  to  visit 
Washington  on  Monday,  is  hoping 
that  Mr  Clinton  will  endorse  his 
suggestion  of  scrapping  the  present 
“interim"  negotiations  and  move 


directly  to '“final  status"  talks  with 
the  Palestinians.  However.  Adminis¬ 
tration  officials,  concerned  about  the 
risks  of  the  move,  say  that  the  United 
States  may  instead  back  the  opposite 
strategy,  a  “cooling-off”  period  dur¬ 
ing  which  both  tides  could  make 
clear  what  they  wanted  from  a 
further  round  of  talks. 

Mr  Netanyahu’s  visit  comes  as 
violence  in  the  Middle  East  is 
spreading,  bringing  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess  to  the  point  of  collapse.  Mr 
Clinton,  who  has  received  a  proces¬ 
sion  of  Middle  Eastern  leaders  in 
Washington  in  the  past  six  weeks. 


pledged  on  Tuesday  “personally  to 
do  anything  I  can"  to  save  tire  peace 
process.  However,  his  talks  with 
King  Hussein  of  Jordan  in  Washing¬ 
ton  this  week,  in  which  the  King 
urged  the  United  States  to  take 
stronger  action  to  stave  off  an 
“approaching  crisis”,  appear  to  have 
yielded  no  new  ideas  on  how  to 
advance  the  process. 

In  the  past  month,  Palestinian- 
Isradi  relations  have  deteriorated 
sharply  as  a  result  of '  Israel's 
decision  to  start  building  houses  in 
east  Jerusalem.  Although  the  United 
States  agrees  with  Arab  leaders  that 


the  Israeli  move  was  designed  to  pre¬ 
empt  the  planned  talks  over  the 
future  of  Jerusalem,  Washington  has 
twice  vetoed  a  United  Nations 
Security  Council  resolution  con--1 
demning  the  move.  Arab  leaders  are 
not  now  hopeful  that  Mr  Clinton  will 
exert  as  much  pressure  on  Israel  as 
the  Bush  Administration  did  when  it 
blocked  American  aid  and  loan 
guarantees. 

The  United  States  has  been  press¬ 
ing  Israel  to  adopt  a  coalition 
“government  of  national  unity"  and 
to  move  soon  to  talks  with  Yassir 
Arafat  the  Palestinian  leader,  about 


the  future  of  Jerusalem.  It  has  also 
urged  Israel  to  promise  to  limit  new 
settlements. 

It  has  been  six  months  since  Mr 
Clinton  intervened  directly  in  the 
process  when  he  called  a  summit  of 
Mr  Netanyahu,  Mr  Arafat  and  King 
Hussein.  State  department  officials 
feel  that  the  frequent  trips  made  to 
the  Middle  East  by  Warren  Christo¬ 
pher,  the  former  Secretary  of  State, 
diminished  their  influence:  They 
want  Madeleine  Albright,  appointed 
as  Mr  Christopher's  successor,  to 
make  visits  only  when  there  is  a 
chance  of  a  breakthrough. 


Playground 
gunman  to 
be  shot  and 
‘crucified’ 

Sanaa:  A  Yemeni  appeal  court 
ruled  yesterday  that  Muham¬ 
mad  Ahmad  Misleh  al- 
Nazari,  48,  should  be  executed 
by  firing  squad  and  that  his 
body  should  be  nailed  on  a 
cross  for  three  days  near  two 
schools  here  where  he  shot 
dead  four  children  and  two 
teachers. 

The  ruling,  which  upheld  a 
death  sentence  passed  on 
Monday,  a  day  after  the 
attack,  received  applause  and 
cheers  of  “long  live  justice" 
from  hundreds  of  people, 
some  relatives  of  the  victims. 

Misleh  opened  fire  with  an 
assault  rifle  on  hundreds  of 
children  lined  up  in  the  yards 
of  the  adjacent  schools  before 
morning  classes.  Eleven  child¬ 
ren  were  injured,  four  of  them 
seriously. 

He  claimed  he  was  trying  to 
avenge  the  alleged  rape  of  his 
daughter  and  the  kidnappings 
of  his  daughter  and  son. 

The  crime  sparked  calls  in 
Yemeni  newspapers  for  a  gov¬ 
ernment  campaign  to  rid  the 
impoverished  country  of  ille¬ 
gally  held  guns,  which  are 
estimated  by  officials  to 
amount  to  around  50  million 
weapons.  (Reuter) 


Mercenary  leader  denies 
bribing  Papua  politicians 


From  Noel  Pascoe  in  port  Moresby 


THE  Papua  New  Guinea 
Government  has  paid  a  com¬ 
pany  supplying  mercenaries 
only  half  of  its  £22  million  fee 
for  tiie  suppression  of  an 
island  uprising,  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  inquiry  investigating 
the  contract  was  told 
yesterday. 

During  the  hearing  Tim 
Spicer,  a  former  British  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  now  an  execu¬ 
tive  of  Sandline  International, 
denied  that  there  had  been  any 
kickbacks  to  benefit  Papua 
New  Guinea  leaders. 

“The  Government  has  paid 
E150JXX)  on  a  consultancy  fee, 
and  the  first  instalment  of  £10 
million  under  the  contract  has 
been  paid,"  he  said.  “The  final 
payment  (of  £10  million]  due 
under  the  contract  has  not 
bean  paid  pending  the  out¬ 
come  of  this  inquiry." 

Marshall  Cook,  the  Austra¬ 
lian  QC  representing  Sir  Ju¬ 
lius  Chan,  the  former  Prime 
Minister,  said  that  the  con¬ 
tract  was  funded  firstly  by  a 
temporary  overdraft  cm  the 
state's  bank  account,  to  be 
recouped  by  accelerated  pay¬ 
ments  of  dividends  and  taxes 
payable  by  state  trading 
corporations. 

"It  was  estimated  at  the  time 


that  approximately  75  million 
kina  (£22  million)  would  come 
into  the  treasury  by  the  end  of 
May  1997  to  cover  that  tempo¬ 
rary  overdraft,"  he  said.  Nor¬ 
mally,  dividends  and  taxes 
from  state  corporations  were 
payable  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  the  Sand  line  contract  “ac¬ 
celerated  the  proportion  of 
payments  before  the  final  divi¬ 
dends  were  declared”. 

Opposition  MPs  have  al¬ 
leged  that  the  £10  million  first 
instalment  was  paid  from 
funds  raised  last  year  fay  the 
float  of  government  holdings 
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Spicer 
‘has  iw 


not  yet  been  paid’ 


in  resources  projects  through 
Orogen  Minerals  Ltd,  alleged¬ 
ly  filtered  through  a  company 
foiown  as  Roadco  which  is 
associated  with  a  state-owned 
company. 

Ian  Molloy.  counsel  assist¬ 
ing  the  commission,  ques¬ 
tioned  Mr  Spicer  about  his 
role  in  the  contract  negotia¬ 
tions.  The  Sandline  chief  re¬ 
jected  claims  that  people 
involved  in  facilitating  the 
deal  had  wanted  bribes  and 
“kickbacks”. 

He  answered  “no"  when 
asked  if  anyone  had  suggested 
that  “what  was  paid  to 
Sandline  should  benefit 
them".  He  also  denied  that  his 
company  had  paid  bribes  or 
secret  commissions  to  any 
politican  or  public  official  to 
recure  the  contract, 

Colonel  Spicer  told  the  in- 
quiiy  that  Sandline  was  paid 
the  first  instalment  through  an 
electronic  transfer  toa  bank  in 
Hong  Kong  four  hours  after 
the  contract  was  signed.  He 
said  he  had  received  an  equiv¬ 
alent  Roadco  cheque  on  Janu¬ 
ary  24  as  “security"  that  the 
contract  was  about  to  be 
signed.  He  was  to  hold  the 
cheque  and  not  present  it  for 
payment 
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.  By  Quentin  Letts  . 

ANIMAL  liberationists  who  set  free 
hundreds  of  trank  from  a  Canadian  fur 
form  achieved  the  opposite  of  then- 
desired  goaL  Many  of  die  mink  died  of 
exposure,  while  others  were  run  over  or 
scratched  each  other  to  death. 

The  anti-fur  activists,  apparently  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  extreme  Animal  Liberation 
Front  —  recognised  as  a  terrorist  group 


by  the  FBI  —  struck  at  Ebert’s  Fur  Farm 
in  southwest  Ontario  during  the  Easter 
weekend.  The  raiders  opened  cages  and 
cut  holes  in  die  farm’s  perimeter  fence 
before  encouraging  the  valuable  mink  to 
flee. 

However,  the  “rescue"  coincided  with 
a  spring  storm  in'  southern  Canada. 
More  than  100  of  the  mink  were  reported 
to  have  died  from  exposure;  having  been 
reared  as  farm  animals  they  apparently 


had  no  idea  how  to  look  after  themselves 
in  the  wild.  Usually  mink  hibernate. 

Many  other  creatures  wandered  on  to 
the  country  roads  only  to  be  run  over  by 
traffic  Still  more  engaged  in  deadly 
mmk-on-tnink  combat 

Three  women  and  two  men  have  been 
arrested  arid  charged  with  breaking; 
entering  and  mischief  The  damage  to  the 
form,  owned  by  BUI  McLellan,  was  put  at 
$500,000  (£305,000), 
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War  fears  eclipse  peace  hopes 


Demonstrators  in  the  Gaza  Strip’s  Jabaliya  refugee  ca 
AbeaUa  Madhoun.  a  suicide  bomber  who  blew  rumst 

Kennedy  magazine 
article  outrages 
widow  of  Rabin 

From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  york 


ip  wave  photographs  of 
up  in  Gaza  on  Tuesday 


EVEN  before  yesterday's  at¬ 
tack  on  an  Israeli  bus  near  the 
JaJazoun  refugee  camp  there 
was  an  ominously  wide  con¬ 
sensus  that  the  Middle  East 
was  faring  its  most  serious 
and  dangerous  crisis  since  the 
1991  Gulf  War. 

President  Mubarak  of 
Egypt,  normally  one  of  the 
more  moderate  voices  in  the 
Arab  League,  went  further; 
“Since  1977,  the  peace  process 
has  not  degenerated  to  such  a 
Jew.  level.  The  situation  is  very 
dangerous,  and  1  am  very 
worried  about  what  will  hap¬ 
pen."  The  fact  that  his  re¬ 
marks  were  made  to  a  visiting 
Israeli  journalist  and  splashed 
in  Maariv,  the  Tel  Aviv  daily 
newspaper,  was  a  sign  that 
things  nave  not  readied  that 
point  unlike  1977,  when  Presi¬ 
dent  Sadat  made  his  coura¬ 
geous  flight  to  Jerusalem,  a 
structure  of  peace  is  in  place. 

The  question  being  asked  by 
both  Israeli  and  Arab  leaders 
is  whether  —  with  every  day 
bringing  more  appalling  vio¬ 
lence,  more  bombs  and  mure 
activity  from  the  Israeli  bull¬ 
dozers  on  the  east  Jerusalem 
hillside  of  Har  Homa  —  it  will 
soon  collapse  completely. 

The  answer  will  nor  be 
known  until  Monday  when 
Binyamin  Netanyahu.  Israel’s 
right-wing  Prime  Minister, 
visits  President  Clinton  in  the 
White  House.  With  Russia, 
the  joint  sponsor  of  the  1991 
Madrid  peace  conference,  fac¬ 
ing  its  own  problems,  the  sole 
chance  of  rescuing  the  peace 
process  lies  with  Washington, 
international  telephone  lines 
have  been  buzzing  in  advance, 
but  there  are  mixed  feelings 
about  whether  Mr  Clinton  has 


As  Binyamin  Netanyahu's 
meeting  with  President  Clinton 
nears,  Christopher  Walker 
examines  the  tensions  building 
up  in  the  Middle  East 


the  ability  fa  pull  off  a  diplo¬ 
matic  triumph  to  rival  his 
achievement  last  September 
when  he  brought  together  Mr 
Netanyahu  and  Yassir  Arafat, 
the  Palestinian  leader,  and 
began  the  slow  path  to  a  deal 
on  Hebron. 

Although  the  violence  is  not 
yet  as  bad  as  in  September, 
when  nearly  SO  people  were 
killed  and  1,500  were  injured, 
the  framework  of  peace  is 
more  fundamentally  strained. 
Trust  has  evaporated  on  both 
sides.  The  implications  of  the 
latest  crisis  hare  spread  fur¬ 
ther  around  the  Arab  world. 
Syria  has  succeeded  in  cajol¬ 
ing  the  Arab  League  to  isolate 
the  Jewish  State  in  a  way 
many  thought  was  forgotten. 


Even  Jordan.  Israel's  most 
friendly  neighbour,  has  halted 
talks  on  constructing  a  joint 
airport. 

Gloomy  prognostications 
about  Mr  Clinton'S  chances  of 
restoring  the  momentum  of 
peace  are  based  on  a  number 
of  factors,  notably  the  polar¬ 
isation  of  views  between  the 
key  players  and  the  realisation 
that  Arab  faith  in  Wash¬ 
ington’s  rale  as  an  “honest 
broker"  has  been  shattered  by 
last  month's  United  Nations 
vetoes  on  two  resolutions  con¬ 
demning  the  Har  Homa 
settlement. 

“It  will  take  a  major  Ameri¬ 
can  initiative,  and  it  is  hard  to 
visualise  that  h  will  be  effect¬ 
ive,"  said  Gerald  Steinberg,  a 


Mubarak:  “Situation 
is  very  dangerous" 


Netanyahu:  determined 
to  keep  up  settlements 


political  scientist  at  Bar-Ilan 
University  near  Tel  Aviv.  "I  do 
not  see  Netanyahu  returning 
to  negotiations  unless  there  is 
an  explicit  series  of  statements 
from  Arafat  condemning  ter¬ 
ror  without  hesitation — some¬ 
thing  he  has  never  done." 

Mr  Netanyahu,  whose  do¬ 
mestic  political  position  has 

been  strengthened  by  his  det¬ 
ermination  to  send  the  bull¬ 
dozers  to  Har  Homa,  made 
clear  to  me  in  an  interview 
this  week  thar  there  was  no 
way  that  he  would  halt  die 
building  work,  or  that  he 
would  talk  peace  rather  than 
security  with  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organisation  until 
he  was  convinced  that  it  was 
cracking  down  on  Hamas,  the 
Islamic  Resistance  Move¬ 
ment.  and  Islamic  Jihad. 

Yesterday  his  instinct  was 
supported  by  a  poll  that 
showed  52  per  cent  of  Israel's 
Jewish  population  hacked  con¬ 
tinuing  with  the  Har  Homa 
project.  “To  call  it  a  ‘set¬ 
tlement’  is  a  nonsense,"  Mr 
Netanyahu  said.  “It  is  a 
housing  development  and 
matched  by  developments  for 
Palestinians  in  other  parts  of 
Jerusalem." 

He  insists  that  until  Mr 
Arafat  provides  a  secure  envi¬ 
ronment  by  ending  the  new 
wave  of  terror,  it  is  impossible 
to  hold  peace  talks.  Mr  Arafat 
insists  rhat  security  and  polit¬ 
ical  talks  must  be  held  in 
tandem.  He  is  also  demanding 
a  halt  to  all  further  Israeli 
settlement  building,  a  condi¬ 
tion  commentators  say  Mr 
Netanyahu  could  never  sell  to 
his  coalition. 

While  Arabs  and  Israelis 
can  argue  ad  infinitum  about 


LEAH  RABIN,  the  widow  of 
Yitzhak  Rabin,  the  former 
Israeli  Prime  Minister,  has 
attacked  the  morals  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  Jnr  for  publishing  a 
magazine  article  by  the  moth¬ 
er  of  her  husband’s  assassin. 

Mis  Rabin,  who  is  on  a  visit 
to  the  United  States,  took 
issue  with  Mr  Kennedy  for 
allowing  Geula  Amir  to  write 
for  his  political  monthly, 
George.  Mrs  Amir,  whose 
son.  Yigal,  murdered  Mr  Ra¬ 
bin  in  1995,  used  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  defend  her  son. 

Noting  that  Mr  Kennedy’s 
father.  President  Kennedy, 
was  also  assassinated,  Mrs 
Rabin  asked:  "How.  of  all 
people,  could  he  do  such  a 
thing?  Perhaps  he  needed  a 
sensational  piece  to  sell  his 
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Mrs  Rabin:  e: 
“higher  mon 


lected  a 
stand" 


paper."  She  accused  the  mag¬ 
azine  publisher  of  giving  Mrs 
Amir  a  platform  she  did  not 
deserve. 

In  her  article  Mrs  Amir 
speculated  that  Israel’s  sec¬ 
urity  forces  had  wind  of  the 
Rabin  assassination  but  did 
not  prevent  it  in  the  early 
stages,  hoping  to  take  credit 
for  a  dramatic  rescue  of  the 
Prime  Minister. 

George,  an  often  dreary 
publication,  needs  all  the  con¬ 
troversy  it  can  get.  but  Mrs 
Rabin's  outburst  —  which 
coincides  with  her  efforts  to 
publicise  her  book  —  was  an 
embarrassment  for  Mr  Ken¬ 
nedy.  Mrs  Rabin  is  held  in 
high  regard  in  the  United 
Slates. 

"I  would  expect  John  Ken¬ 
nedy,  who  tost  his  lather  to  an 
assassin’s  bullet  when  he  was 
a  mere  child  and  grew  up  in 
the  shadow  of  that  horrible 
tragedy,  to  adopt  a  higher 
moral  stand."  she  said. 

A  member  of  staff  at  the 
magazine  said  Mrs  Amir’s 
article  was  not  intended  as 
“an  objective  examination  of 
the  events  surrounding  Mr 
Rabin’s  assassination". 

□  Gaza:  Yassir  Arafat  the 
Palestinian  leader,  said  Paki¬ 
stani  authorities  had  detained 
suspects  who  were  plotting  to 
kill  him  during  a  visit  to 
Islamabad  last  month  for  an 
emergency  meeting  of  the 
Islamic  Conference  Organis¬ 
ation,  according  to  a  report  by 
the  official  Palestinian  news 
agency.  Wafa,  (Reuter) 
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the  virtues  and  otherwise  of 
Har  Homa,  a  barren  hillside 
that  is  one  of  the  odder  causes 
of  war  in  a  region  never  short 
of  them,  both  sides  are  agreed 
that  Jerusalem  —  an  issue  that 
should  not  have  been  negotiat¬ 
ed  until  1999  —  is  now  on  the 
table.  "The  battle  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem  has  begun."  said  Avigdor 
Kahlahani,  the  Israeli  Sec¬ 
urity  Minister. 

The  raison  d’etre  of  Oslo 
was  that  mutual  mist  would 
have  beat  built  up  in  the 
interim  enabling  really  sticky 
issues  to  be  resolved  more 
easily.  Other  areas  outstand¬ 
ing  include  the  fate  of  the  144 
Jewish  settlements  sitting  on 
occupied  land.  "The  trouble  is 
that  Netanyahu  had  to  choose 
between  keeping  his  coalition 
together,  or  proceeding  with 

the  spirit  of  the  Oslo  accord," 
said  one  European  diplomat. 
“He  has  chosen  for  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  do  the  former,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  say  that  he 
will  not  change  again  under 
sufficient  American  pressure." 

Those  determined  to  see 
hope  through  the  teargas 
clouds  tilling  the  West  Bank 
predict  that  Mr  Netanyahu 
may  soon  spike  his  extreme 
right  wing  by  bringing  rhe 
Labour  Opposition  into  a  nat¬ 
ional  unity  government. 

Even  should  that  happen. 
feu.1  expect  him  to  withdraw 
from  his  core  beliefs,  which 
many  Arabs  are  convinced 
will  trigger  war.  “I  want  to 
clarify  that  we  will  not  retreat 
to  the  1967  borders,  we  are 
against  a  Palestinian  state  and 
we  actively  oppose  the  division 
of  Jerusalem."  he  fold  deputies 
this  week.  “I  recommend  the 
abandoning  of  false  dreams." 
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The  lesson  of  baby  Jessica 


Da 


Polly  Carnegie,  a  30- 
year-old  music  teach' 
er.  is  justifiably 
proud  of  her  61b  Moz 
daughter,  Jessica  Helen,  who 
was  bom  on  Easter  Monday. 
Jessica  might  easily  have  been 
aborted  at  the  twelfth  week  of 
Rally's  pregnancy,  when  it  was 
confirmed  that  the  lump  she 
had  found  in  her  breast  was  a 
cancer.  As  it  is,  Jessica  had  an 
uneventful  delivery,  is  in  excel¬ 
lent  health,  and  is  already  a 
delight  to  her  family. 

Polly  comes  from  a  medical 
family;  her  mother  teaches 
nursing  at  tbe  University  of 
East  Anglia  and  her  father-in- 
law  is  a  retired  GP 

—  so  the  concept  of  ” ~ 

making  risk-ben e-  To 

fit  analyses  cannot 
have  been  entirely  (JeC 

strange  to  ter. 

Even  so,  she  and  hoc 

her  husband  John  i 

were  devastated  ^ 

when  they  were  ini- 
tially  given  an  al-  ,—n+l 

ternative  to  iilUU 

consider.  Either 
the  baby  would  SCl 

have  to  be  aborted  _____ 

so  that  Rally  could 
have  radiotherapy  as  well  as 
surgery,  or  the  pregnancy 
would  be  allowed  to  continue 
with  no  chemotherapy  —  a 
choice  which  would  ensure  die 
baby's  survival,  but  only  by 
sacrificing  the  best  chance  for 
the  mother. 

Pcily  was  at  the  time  attend¬ 
ing  the  West  Suffolk  Hospital, 
in  Buxy  St  Edmunds,  where 
she  and  her  family  received 
every  support  and  guidance. 
Surgery  for  the  removal  of  the 
breast,  and  dissection  of  the 
glands  in  her  armpit  showed 
that  the  tumour  had  spread 
into  three  of  die  17  glands 
examined. 

The  consultants  at  Bury  St 
Edmunds  suggested  that  Polly 
should  obtain  a  second  opin¬ 
ion  about  the  best  way  to 
proceed,  and  she  and  her 
husband  elected  to  consult 
Professor  Michael  Baum,  who 
had  just  moved  from  die  Royal 


‘Polly’s 
decision 
has  done 
other 
mothers  a 
service’ 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford  on 

cancer 
treatment  in 
pregnancy; 
pollution  danger 
in  the  garden; 
treating  the 
baby  blues 

Marsden  to  University  Coll¬ 
ege  and  the  Middlesex  Hospi¬ 
tal,  in  London.  It  was 
suggested  that  there  was  a 
third  option  —  Polly  could 
have  chemotherapy  once  the 
baby  was  completely  formed. 

Twice  a  month  from  the 
twentieth  week  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  she  travelled  to  London 
to  receive  the  standard  chemo¬ 
therapy.  an  injection  of  cyclo¬ 
phosphamide.  methotrexate 
and  5-fluouradl  —  die  well- 
known  mixture  known  as 
CMF.  She  suffered  few  side- 
effects,  other  than  tiredness. 

The  evidence  is  that  this 
regime,  given  once  the  foetal 
organs  and  sys- 
terns  are  formed,  is 
[y’S  safe  for  die  child. 

_  Dr  Leonard  Price, 

lion  ^  London  Clin¬ 

ic,  who  is  a  great 
lOTI  P  advocate  of  chemo- 

therapy  in  appro- 
c,r  priate  cases,  said: 

“Polly  has  done  a 
arc  a  Srea*  service  by 

>'ia  a  publicising  her 

■  ,  treatment  There  is 

ICc  a  misapprehen- 

_____  sion.  common  even 

among  some  doc¬ 
tors,  that  because  the  foetus  is 
a  dividing-cell  system,  chemo¬ 
therapy  in  later  pregnancy 
will  damage  it  There  is  no 
evidence  for  this," 

About  20  cases  such  as 
Polly's  have  been  treated  at  the 
Marsden  during  the  past  ten 
years  in  a  similar  way.  How¬ 
ever,  radiotherapy  —  which 
would  often  be  given  to  a 
woman  with  a  cancer  of  this 
sort  —  is  not  appropriate 
during  pregnancy  because  of 
the  possibility  of  damage  to 
die  IQ  of  the  child.  There  may 
also  be  other  side-effects.  Now 
that  the  child  is  delivered, 
radiotherapy  presumably  re¬ 
mains  an  option  in  Polly’s 
case. 

It  is  the  aim  of  all  doctors  to 
diagnose  breast  cancer  early. 
Diagnosis  is  not  made  easier 
by  the  number  of  women  who 
have  benign  mammary  dis¬ 
ease,  usually  manifest  by  nod¬ 
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Polly  Carnegie  with  daughter  Jessica:  under  earlier  medical  regimes  the  baby  might  not  have  been  bom 


ular  breast  changes,  some¬ 
times  with  cystic  changes. 
Mammography  has  helped 
enormously  in  the  diagnosis  of 
malignant  disease  in  these 
cases;  before  it  became  avail¬ 
able,  a  cancerous  growth 
could  easily  be  lost  among  the 
surrounding  lumps  and 
bumps,  and  hidden  rather  as 


tern’s  eggs  are  when  laid  on  a 
pebbly  beach. 

Patients  with  nodular,  or 
cystic  breasts,  should  have 
mammograms  more  frequent¬ 
ly  than  their  contemporaries, 
and  if  indicated  their  cysts 
should  be  aspirated. 

Twenty-five  per  cent  of  all 
women  have  severely  nodular 


breasts  and  7  per  cent  have 
cysts  present. 

Women  with  breast  cysts 
have  a  small  increase  in  the 
chance  of  developing  cancer. 
Research  has  suggested  that 
this  is  not  because  the  cyst  is 
pre-malignant,  but  because 
the  same  conditions  which 
caused  die  cyst  might  later 


produce  a  cancer.  A  recent 
report  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  from  Italy  has  shown 
that  tbe  chemical  composition 
of  the  cysts  has  an  important 
predictive  value.  The  increase 
risk  of  breast  cancer  is  concen¬ 
trated  in  women  in  whom  a 
proportion  of  potassium  to 
sodium  is  high. 
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Time  to  put 
smoky  mowers 
out  to  grass 


You  don't  have  to  see 
daffodils  in  the  gardens 
to  know  that  winter  is 
ov  en  the  noise  of  lawnmowers 
is  as  much  a  harbinger  of 
spring  as  any  flowering  cherry 
tree. 

In  tonight's  Channel  4  pro¬ 
gramme  Mod  About  Ma¬ 
chines.  a  man  whose  hobby  is 
collecting  lawnmowers  wfll 
have  his  eccentric  interest 
exposed  to  the  world.  Having 
34  lawnmowers  may  seem  a 
harmless  enough  enthusiasm, 
no  more  reprehensible  than 
collecting  military  prints.  But 
unlike  the  prints,  lawnmowers 
pollute  tiie  atmosphere  as 
effectively  as  they  shatter  the 
silence  of  the  countryside. 

At  a  recent  lecture  given  to 
city  planners  and  doctors  in 
London,  an  expert  _____ 

on  clean  air  said 
that  a  mower  emits  0 

as  much  in  the  way 
of  airborne  pollut- 
ants  as  30  average 
family  cars. 

Air  pollution.  11 

whether  from  pet-  rvr\11i 

rol  or  diesel  en-  Puu 

gines  can, 

according  to  the 
National  Asthma 
Campaign,  trigger 
an  attack  in  many  _______ 

susceptible  pa¬ 
tients,  although  there  is  no 
evidence  to  prove  that  it  actu¬ 
ally  causes  the  problem  in 
someone  who  does  not  already 
have  asthma. 

Research  in  Birmingham 
has  revealed  that  the  closer 
children  live  to  a  main  road, 
tiie  more  likely  they  are  to 
suffer  from  chest  troubles. 

Airways  of  those  with  asth¬ 
ma  are  particularly  sensitive. 
Engines  —  whether  diesel  or 
petrol  and  whether  large  as  in 
a  bus  or  small  as  in  a  mower — 
release  nitrogen  dioxide  into 
the  atmosphere.  Nitrogen  di¬ 
oxide  irritates  tiie  asthmatic's 
vulnerable  airways  and  also 
has  the  power  to  make  them 
more  sensitive  to  other  aller¬ 
gens  such  as  household  mites, 
pollens  or  flecks  of  skin  from 
the  coat  of  the  family  dog. 
Nitrogen  dioxide  also  renders 
asthmatic  patients  more  likely 
to  catch  viral  infections.  Half 
of  all  the  United  Kingdom's 
emissions  of  nitrogen  dioxide 
are  accounted  for  by  the 
exhaust  from  vehicles. 

Nitrogen  dioxide  is  only  one 
of  many  pollutants  produced 
by  engines.  All  of  them  spew 
out  little  pieces  of  dust  and 
dirt,  known  as  particulate 
matter,  which  are  small 
enough  to  be  inhaled  into  the 


‘Mowers 
emit  as 
much 
pollution 
as  30 
cars' 


deepest  parts  of  tiie  Jungs.  The 
particulate  matter  combines 
with  sulphur  dioxide;  another 
pollutant,  to  form  a  highly 
irritanr  substance  which  is 
harmful  to  any  patient  who 
has  chest  troubles. 

Statistics  published  in  1993 
horn  six  American  cities 
showed  that  there  is  a  dose 
association  between  mortality 
and  the  concentration  of  par¬ 
ticulates  in  the  atmosphere. 

Nitrous  dioxide  and  sulphur 
dioxide  particulates  are  only 
some  of  the  pollutants  emitted 
by  cars,  buses,  and 
lawnmowers.  Carbon  monox¬ 
ide  and  volatile  organic  com¬ 
pounds,  hydrocarbons  such  as 
benzine,  butadeine  and  meth¬ 
ane  are  also  produced.  About 
two  thirds  of  these  hydrocar- 
_______  bans  in  the  atmo¬ 

sphere  come  from 
Wei'S  die  exhaust  ,  of  en¬ 

gines,  and  a  third 
f  oc  from  the  evapora- 

Lct5  tion  of  tiie  fuel 

Exhaust  fumes  also 
lv'li  contribute  to  the 

[firm  concentration  of 

1L1UI1  ozone  at  ground 

leveL  Ozone  is  an 
-jLJ  oxidising  agent 

,  which  at  high  lev- 

:S  els  causes  perraa- 

_____  nent  damage  to 

vulnerable  air¬ 
ways,  and  at  lower  levds 
increases,  their  sensitivity  to 
antigens  which  cause  asthma. 

There  is  nothing  more  pleas¬ 
ing  to  the  eye  than  a  well-cut 
(awn.  Bur  these  delights  could 
be  gained  without  polluting 
the  atmosphere  if  mower  en¬ 
gines  and  those  driving 
chainsaws  or  weed  trimmers 
were  fitted  wife  appropriate 
catalysers.  Environmentally 
friendly  ones  are  available  and 
are  manufactured  by  a  com¬ 
pany  called  Husqvama. 

On  a  grander  scale,  automo¬ 
tive  emission  systems  are 
readily  available  which  reduce 
exhaust  emissions  in  cars  by 
95  per  rent  Others  are  in  trials 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  reduce 
them  by  nearly  100  per  cent 
By  using  the  appropriate  con¬ 
verter.  it  is  now  possible  to 
reduce  exhaust  from  diesel 
buses  and  lorries  by  more 
than  60  per  cent,  and  theft- 
nauseous  black  smoke  by  90 
per  cent.  These  converters  also 
increase  fuel  efficiency  by 
more  than  7  per  cent. 

The  tragedy  is  that,  as  yet 
the  British  Government’s  pro¬ 
posals  which  would  make 
I  awnmowing  or  motorway 
driving  less  destructive  to 
people  with  chest  complaints 
are  very  weak. 


Beware  the  barman  with  a  flame-thrower 


IN  SOME  rather  pretentious 
bars  if  s  still  not  unusual  to 
see  drinks,  such  as  sambuca, 
being  served  alight,  with  a 
blue  flame,  like  that  on  a 
Christmas  pudding,  licking 
around  the  top  of  tiie  glass. 
Attractive  as  the  custom  may 
be,  tbe  drinker  always  has  die 
sneaking  fear  that  the  alcohol 
is  being  wasted  by  being 
burnt  off,  but  few  people 
realise  that  it  can  also  repre- 


NEARLY  one  woman  in  seven 
has  a  moderate  degree  of  post¬ 
natal  depression  after  child¬ 
bearing.  The  standard  treat¬ 
ment  is  an  antidepressant 
coupled  with  tender,  loving 
care  from  the  doctor  and 
health  visitor.  A  trial  pub¬ 
lished  in  The  Lancet  last  year 
showed  that  oestrogen  supple¬ 
ments  helped;  an  earlier  one 
demonstrated  that  increased 
support  from  specially  trained 
health  visitors  was  effective. 

A  survey  by  Professor  Louis 
Appleby,  with  his  team  from 


sent  a  health  hazard.  The 
journal  The  American  Sur¬ 
geon  has  reported  on  three 
cases  in  which  the  action  of 
the  kindly  waiter  when  he 
topped  up  the  glass  converted 
die  bottle  he  was  holding  into 
a  flame-thrower. 

The  flame-thrower,  natu¬ 
rally  enough,  was  pointing  in 
the  direction  of  his  customer 
and,  in  all  three  cases,  the 
burns  suffered  by  people  who 


In  the  pink 
after  the  post¬ 
natal  blues 

Manchester,  has  been  report¬ 
ed  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal.  The  researchers  com¬ 
pared  Prozac  fluoxetine  (an 
antidepressant)  with  cognitive 
behavioural  therapy  m  die 
treatment  of  nan-psychotic 
post-natal  depression. 

Beth  treatments  were  effect- 


had  been  hoping  to  enjoy  a 
quiet  evening  were  severe. 
The  bunts  are  likely  to  be 
particularly  cruel  as  they  will 
probably  involve  the  face  and 
hands. 

The  Americans,  always  in¬ 
ventive,  have  designed  a 
gauze  protector  which  can  be 
fitted  to  tiie  bottle  so  that 
pouring  a  generous  portion 
will  not  turn  the  (tinner  table 
into  the  replica  of  a  war  zone. 


ive,  but  no  advantage  was 
obtained  by  using  them  simul¬ 
taneously .  In  many  cases  there 
is  a  great  improvement  in 
mood  within  a  week. 

The  conclusion  was  that  the 
preferred  treatment  might  be 
for  the  mother  to  have  one 
cognitive  behaviourial  treat¬ 
ment  session  followed  by  the 
fluoxetine;  and  no  further 
counselling.  For  those  who 
have  a  strong  dislike  of  pills, 
six  sessions  of  therapy  is  as 
likely  to  be  effective  as  the  anti¬ 
depressants. 


Tim  Henman:  famously  dedicated  to  the  game 


Debris  in  the 
elbow  joint 

TIM.  HENMAN  has  had  ar¬ 
throscopic  surgery  to  remove  debris 
from  his  elbow.  It  is  reported 
that  the  operation  has  been  a 
success,  and  it  is  expected  that 
he  will  be  playing  within  six  weeks. 

Henman  is  famously 
dedicated  to  the  game  and  has 
already  risen  above  other  more 
serious  physical  problems  such  as 
osteochondritis,  to  reach  his 
present  place  on  the  world  stage, 
but  this  is  a  severe  setback. 

Hoovering  up  the  bits  and 
pieces,  which  accumulate  in  a 
damaged  joint,  is  becoming  a 
well  known  use  for  arthroscopic 
surgery  but  the  most  important 
question  is  always  why  they 
gathered  in  the  joint  in  the  first 
place.  The  obvious  second  question 
is  that  if  the  conditions  within 
the  joint  had  been  favourable  to  tbe 
accumulation  of  debris  in  the 
past,  what  treatment  was  going  to 
be  introduced  which  could 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  trouble 
in  the  future. 
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In  their  search  for  catwalk  cachet,  fashion  designers 
are  plundering  the  aristocracy  to  find  the  right 
breed  of  supermodel.  Grace  Bradberry  reports 
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The  fashion  world’s  ar¬ 
dour  for  aristocratic 
models  shows  no 
signs  jof  fading.  Afri- 
tude  is  what  designers  are 
after,  and  they  have  decided 
that  it  is  most  reliably  to  be 
found  in  the  pages  of  Debrett's 
Peerage. 

The  big  four  are  Stella 
Tennant,  granddaughter  of 
the  Duchess  of  Devonshire 
and  hence  a  Milford;  iris 
Palmer,  daughter  of  Sir  Mark 
Palmer,  the  gypsy  baronet, 
and  Lady  Catherine  Palmer, 
the  younger  sister  of  Lord 
Gen  cornier;.  Honor  Fraser, 
the  sister  of  Lord  Lovat,  head 
of  the  Fraser  dan;  and,  lower 
down  the  modelling  hierar¬ 
chy.  a  newcomer,  Jasmine 
Guinness,  great-granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Diana  Mosley,  nee 
Mitford. 

What  these  girls  get  up  to  is 
the  talk  of  the  modelling 
world,  just  as  gossip  about 
Naomi,  Kate  and  Helena 
dominated  the  early  part  of  the 
decade.  Only  this  week  Honor 
Fraser  had  the  fashion  crowd 
dashing  for  their  mobiles 
when  it  was  announced  that 
she  had  left  Storm,  the  agency 
that  helped  to  propel  her  to 
stardom,  and  signed  with 
Select,  which  represents  Stella 
Tennant 

On  Tuesday,  Storm  issued  a 
statement  with  the  tantalising 
line;  “Directors  felt  a  rime  for 
change  had  arrived  that  would 
be  mutually  beneficial  to  both 
parties."  One  suspects  that 
there  must  have  been  unpleas¬ 
antness  for  Storm  to  view  the 
departure  of  a  high-earning 
model  as  “beneficial".  Select  is 
saying  little,  and  Honor  is  in 
Japan,  shooting  an  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  for  Comme  des 
Garcons.  Industry  insiders, 
however,  say  that  Honor  had 
become  increasingly  unhappy 
at  being  pigeon-holed  as  a 
demure  English  rose  (as  op¬ 
posed,  presumably,  to  a  more 
spiky  Scottish  thistle).  The 
really  big-money  contracts  — 
Chanel.  Armani,  Jil  Sander  — 
were  going  to  pricklier  girls 
such  as  Stella. 

Honor  has  a  steely  determ¬ 
ination  to  make  money.  When 
her  father  died  m  1994.  her 
brother  inherited  a  cottage  on 
the  Inverness-shire  estate  and 
a  E7  million  debt  Honor  is 
aware  that  the  name  Fraser 
has  cachet  but  little  cash 
attached  and  has  declared: 
"Pm  in  modelling  because  l 
want  to  make  lots  of  money." 

What  Honor  knows,  and 
what  Jasmine  is  discovering, 
is  that  if  is  not  enough  to  be 
tall,  aristocratic  and  striking. 
You  have  to  have  your  own ' 
market  niche.  Honor.  Stella 
and  Iris  are  only  alike  in 
pedigree.  Each  has  a  very 
different  style  both  in  front  of, 
and  away  from,  the  camera. 

On  tire  catwalk.  Honor’s 


haughty  look  and  horse-like 
leg  movements  infuriate  on¬ 
lookers.  But  off  it,  she  is  all 
self-effacing  charm,  an  expert 
networker  with  a  weather  eye 
oruhe  next  job.  Stella  Tennant, 
the  most  successful  of  all,  was 
a  punk  princess  with  a  nose 
ring  when  she  was  first  “dis¬ 
covered"  by  Isabella  Blow,  the 
eccentric  and  well-connected 
vo§ue  stylist.  Cold  and  unde¬ 
monstrative  on  the  catwalk, 
her  reputation  off  it  is  as 
something  of  an  inverted  snob. 

The  last  of  the  triumvirate. 
Ins  Palmer,  exudes  moneyed 
bohemianism  —  not  to  men¬ 
tion  a  very  bolshie  catwalk 
attitude.  She  has  a  tendency  to 
beat  shoots  as  a  bit  of  lark, 
and  one  sty)  is!  recalls  her 
arriving  two  hours  late.  Lf  any 
of  them  gives  the  impression 
of  being  a  wild  child,  ir  is  Iris. 

Jasmine's  “attitude"  is  as  yet 
undefined.  At  castings  she  not 


Th2  more 
disdain 
these  girls 
show  the 
higher 
their  value 
will  go’ 


only  eschews  aristocratic  hau¬ 
teur,  but  also  the  more  wide¬ 
spread  modelling  froideur . 
chatting  away  with  little  ap¬ 
parent  awareness  of  the  fash¬ 
ion  world’s  convention  that 
models  should  say  little  and 
remain  aloof. 

She  could  be  seen  at  the  last 
Chanel  ready-to-wear  show  — 
her  first  in  Paris  —  a  few  paces 
behind  Stella  Tennant,  but 
though  both  have  the  big 
Mitford  eyes,  the  similarity 
ends  there.  Until  Philip 
Treacy's  London  show  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  they  had  not  even  met. 
“We’re  second  cousins  twice 
removed  or  something  very 
obscure."  says  Jasmine. 


U"  photographers  heckled 
from  the  bade.  Still  less  can 
one  picture  Jasmine's  great¬ 
grandmother.  Diana,  the  most 
beautiful  of  the  Mitford  sisters 
—  and  arguably  the  most 
controversial  —  submitting 
herself  to  the  gaze  of  the 
fashion  horde.  The  third 
daughter  of  the  eccentric  Bar¬ 
on  Redesdale,  she  was 
described  by  James  Lees- 
Milne.  a  family  friend,  as  The 
most  divine  adolescent  —  a 
goddess,  more  immaculate, 
more  celestial  than  Botticelli’s 
Venus". 


A! 
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[hey  have  not  become 
bosom  friends  —  the 
modelling  world  has 
a  strict  hierarchy  and 
Jasmine,  who  signed  to  Mod¬ 
els  1  last  August  is  still 
making  her  way  through  the 
fbothills- 

Nevertheless.  20-year-old 
Jasmine's  arrival  amounts  to  a 
trend  among  Mitfords  —  and 
a  curious  one  at  that  when 
one  considers  that  Jessica, 
Diana,  Debo  et  al  were  fam¬ 
ously  outspoken.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  Nancy  Mitford, 
say.  gliding  down  the  catwalk 
in  a  pair,  of  big  knickers, 
uttering  not  a  word  as  "Non- 


t  the  age  of  18.  she 
married  Bryan 
Guinness,  laler  Lord 
Moyne,  for  whom 
she  bore  two  sans,  Jonathan 
and  Desmond  (Jasmine’s 
grandfather,  and  the  founder 
of  the  Irish  Georgian  Society). 

But  though  as  a  couple  they 
had  huge  social  glamour  — 
enhanced  still  further  when 
their  friend  Evelyn  Waugh 
dedicated  his  first  novel.  Vile 
Bodies,  to  them  —  Diana 
found  Bryan  dull.  In  1932.  she 
fell  in  love  with  Sir  Oswald 
Mosley,  then  married,  and  to 
the  horror  of  her  family,  she 
left  her  husband  for  Sir  Os¬ 
wald.  marrying  him  in  Berlin 
in  1936  in  a  ceremony  attended 
by  Hitler.  (Cimmje,  Oswald's 
wife,  had  died  in  1933.) 

Oswald  and  Diana  were 
interned  during  the  war.  Sir 
Oswald  died  in  1980.  and  Lady 
Mosley  lives  in  Orsay,  outside 
Paris,  effectively  as  an  exile. 
She  is  still  reviled  in  some 
quarters,  not  least  because  she 
will  keep  insisting  that  Hitler 
was  an  interesting  man  to 
know. 

Succeeding  generations 
have  been  less  controversial, 
but  their  private  lives  have 
followed  a  similarly  bumpy 
path.  Her  late  grandmother. 
Marie-Gabrielle  von  Urach  of 
Wurttemberg,  was  divorced 
from  her  grandfather  in  1981, 
and  her  own  parents.  Uz 
Casey  and  Patrick  Guinness, 
are  also  divorced.  Jasmine 
grew  up  at  Leix!  ip  Castle,  the 
home  of  her  grandfather  Des¬ 
mond. 

There  is  a  tendency  among 
bright  young  things  with  fam¬ 
ous  names  to  try  to  distance 
themselves  from  the  family 
legacy.  Either  they  insist  that  it 
has  not  given  them  a  leg  up.  or 
they  try  to  dissociate  them¬ 
selves  from  elements  of  the 
family’s  past.  Even  SteDa 
Tennant,  who  is  generally 
proud  to  be  a  Mitford.  has 
occasionally  felt  obliged  to 
disdain  the  snobbisme  of  her 
great-aunt  Nancy's  novels. 

Jasmine  is  unusual  in  that 
she  seems  to  embrace  the 
legacy.  In  Paris  she  stayed 
with  her  aunt  Charlotte  Mos¬ 
ley,  editor  of  the  recent  edition 
of  letters  between  Evelyn 


Poise  and  pedigree:  Jasmine  Guinness,  the  newcomer  on  the  catwalk,  and.  bottom  right.  Honor  Fraser,  who  has  just  signed  with  Select 


Waugh  and  Nancy  Mitford. 
Jasmine  would  also  rather 
spend  time  with  her  aunt  and 
unde  than  visit  model  haunts 
in  the  evening:  “They’re  very 
kind,  and  I'm  usually  just  too 
tired  io  go  out." 

A  more  general  ennui  app¬ 
ears  to  be  built  into  Jasmine’s 
character.  Asked  by  Hello! 
magazine  whether  she  might 
not  be  simply  a  wild  child 
dabbling  in  fashion,  she  re¬ 
plied  wearily;  “Listen,  com¬ 
pared  to  my  family,  I’m 


straight  What  could  I  do  to 
rebel?  They've  done  every¬ 
thing." 

It  is  not  surprising  then  that 
she  has  found  a  kindred  spirit 
in  a  sdon  of  the  rock  aristocra¬ 
cy.  Jesse  James  Wood,  son  of 
Ronnie  Wood  of  the  Rolling 
Stones,  and  also  a  musician. 
When  Jasmine  is  in  London, 
they  share  a  house  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  wallowing  in  prema¬ 
ture  domestic  bliss. 

There  is  a  lot  to  live  up  to  — 
and  to  live  down.  Jasmine, 


however,  seems  sanguine 
about  her  great-grandmoth¬ 
er's  invidious  reputation  and 
expresses  nothing  but  admira¬ 
tion:  “She’s  very  interesting,  a 
real  character  —  so  elegant 
always  immaculate.  She’s  a 
real  inspiration  to  me.  She’s 
an  amazingly  dressed  woman, 
very  stylish,  and  still  veiy 
beautiful." 

From  her  parents,  she  inher¬ 
ited  a  certain  bohemian  style; 
■They  weren't  so  much  glam¬ 
orous  as  very  cool." 


But  she  is  in  London  less 
and  less  as  her  career  begins  to 
take  off.  She  first  modelled  at 
the  age  of  ten.  when  her  unde 
Perry  Ogden  photographed 
her  for  a  Laura  Ashley  adver¬ 
tising  campaign.  Then,  in 
1994,  during  her  final  year  as  a 
boarder  at  St  Columba's  Coll¬ 
ege,  Dublin,  she  signed  to 
Eddie  Shanahan’s  agency  in 
Ireland.  There  followed  a  one- 
year  stint  at  Winchester  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Art,  but  she  left, 
homesick  for  Ireland.  Soon 


afterwards  she  signed  to  Mod¬ 
els  1. 

Is  is  unlikely  she  will  cause  a 
grand  scandale  in  the  way  her 
great-grandmother  did.  These 
days  it  is  harder  to  shock,  and 
she  will  be  flogging  her  social 
pedigree  and  inherited  beauty 
—  the  equivalent  of  the  family 
silver  —  in  a  highly  competi¬ 
tive  marketplace. 

If  her  fellow  Debrett  girls 
are  anything  to  go  by.  the 
more  disdain  she  displays,  the 
higher  her  value  will  rise. 


Carving  a  career  out  of  murder,  betrayal  and  adulteiy 


On  a  Thursday  afternoon,  Susan 
Isaacs  and  her  husband.  Elkan 
Abramowrtz.  a  high-profile  Man¬ 
hattan  lawyer,  are  preparing  to  be  actors 
in  a  murder  mystery  weekend  a  few 
hours  from  their  Long  Island  home.  In 
the  drama,  which  other  guests  will 
attempt  to  solve,  she  will  don  an  old 
mackintosh  to  play  an  FBI  agent-  He  is 
about  lo  comb  the  house  for  beads  and  a 
peace-symbol  T-shirt  to  play  a  radical  left- 
wing  lawyer. 

Both  hasten  to  say  that  the  weekend  is 
just  a  bit  of  fun  with  friends  in  a  beautiful 
retreat  in  the  hills.  But  for  Isaacs, 
deception  and  mysteiy  are  also  the 
subject  of  her  daily  life.  She  has  made  her 
name  as  one  of  America’s  most  popular 
novelists  through  her  insight  into  betray¬ 
al  adultery,  and  the  torsions  under  the 
surface  of  apparently  happy  families. 

Her  seventh  novel  Lily  White,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Britain  today  and  soon  to  be 
made  into  a  film,  is  a  detective  story.  like 
many  of  her  previous  books.  But  in 
contrast  to  writers  who  simply  spin  an 
elaborate  puzzle,  she  makes  murder  a 
believable  part  of  ordinary  lives. 

The  heroine.  Lee  White,  a  criminal 
lawyer,  is  battling  to  defend  a  man  who 
tricks  women  out  of  tbefr  savings  by 
promising  marriage,  and  who  is  accused 
of  murdering  his  latest  victim.  That  story 
is  interleaved  with  the  taleof  Lee’s  escape 
from-  her  lower  middfcdass,  Jewish 
family  into  the  apparent  haven  of 
marriage  to  a  handsome,  chandmg  son 
of  old-money  EstobfislmenL  She  un¬ 
covers  the  truth  about  her  client  at  the 


Susan  Isaacs’s  first  book  had  all  the  luck  a  debut  novel  could  have,  from  being  chosen  by  Book 
of  the  Month  Club  to  a  film  deal  within  days  of  publication.  Interview  by  Bronwen  Maddox 


same  time  as  the  reality  of  her  marriage 
and  family  is  thrust  upon  her. 

The  tale  is  threaded  with  the  satirical 
observation,  particularly  of  women’s 
small  deceptions,  that  has  made  Isaacs's 
reputation.  “From  the  waist  down,  she 
was  heavy,  bell-bottomed.  like  an  acces¬ 
sory  made  for  a  boat,  weighted  not  to  tip 
over  in  rough  weather.  Thus  shaped,  she 
had  wrapped  a  giant  chiffon  scarf  around 
the  waist  of  her  bathing  suit,  but  a 
random  breeze  had  uncovered  a  hefty  hip 
and  a  huge,  dimpled  thigh." 

But  although  Isaacs  credits  Lee  with 
her  own  ability  to  see  through  such  ruses, 
her  moral  is  that  common  sense  and  self- 
knowledge  do  not  guarantee  a  happy  life. 
People  take  for  granted  the  bonds  of 
famSy.  marriage;  children  and  work  al 
their  peril. 

As  they  take  for  granted  social  status. 
One  of  die  themes  is  the  bewilderment  of 
Anglo-Saxon  Protestants  as  they  are 
eclipsed  by  more  vigorous  ethnic  groups, 
their  mansions  crumbling  as  the  trust 
funds  dwindle.  She  observes:  “Lee,  who 
bad  been  raised  to  revere  the  upperdass 
god  of  genlee)  shabbiness,  could  not  stop 
herself  from  noting  that  there  was  a 
profound  difference  between  a  thread¬ 
bare  Chippendale  settee  and  a  toilet 
dripping  brown  water  on  to  a  rust  stain 
that  had  eaten  through  the  tile  floor." 
Above  all.  though,  her  tale  is  about  the 
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Susan  Isaacs  makes  murder  a  believable  part  of  otherwise  ordinary  lives 


betrayal  felt  by  women  who  grew  up 
expecting  their  lives  to  model  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  their  parents  and  who  find  that 
their  dream  of  a  Fifties-style  marriage  to 
one  partner,  forever,  is  an  illusion. 

“In  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  there 
has  been  a  revolution  in  women's  lives, 
and  part  of  the  price  of  freedom  is  pain, 
not  getting  what  you  want  or  expect"  she 
says.  “It  means  not  putting  up  with  a 
miserable  marriage,  with  things  that 


restrict  you  emotionally,  but  it  may  also 
mean  giving  up  the  old  idea  of  true  love." 

British  publishers  have  tended  to 
market  her  in  the  romantic  novel  catego¬ 
ry.  “Like  a  cerebral  Judith  Krantz."  she 
says.  But  her  themes  —  and  the  detail  of 
her  observations  —  have  more  la  com¬ 
mon  with  Joanna  Trollope:  women 
stepping  aside  from  the  certainties  and 
claustrophobia  of  family  life,  in  return  for 
a  freer  but  unpredictable  future. 


Her  perceptiveness  in  handling  these 
subjects  does  not  spring  from  a  precari¬ 
ous  personal  life.  Now  53,  she  has  been 
married  for  28  years.  “Watching  men  my 
age  go  off  with  women  in  their  twenties 
or  thirties,  or  even  forties,  you’d  be  a  fool 
not  to  ask  ’can  this  happen  to  meV  But  the 
truth  is  we  have  a  lovely  marriage.  He 
has  never  not  interested  me.  He  is 
intelligent,  be  doesn't  accept  the  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom,  he  is  analytical,  kind, 
funny.  I  realty  lucked  out." 

Abramowitz  has  represented 
Woody  Allen  in  his  battle  with 
Mia  Farrow,  and  echoes  of  that 
warfare  flicker  through  the  book.  Isaacs 
says:  “I  certainly  did  not  do  it  conscious¬ 
ly.  but  life  intrudes.  The  pain  of  losing  a 
child  is  so  overwhelming." 

She  will  not  discuss  how  much  she 
earns,  saying  only:  “U’s  very  nice  for  a 
lawyer’s  wife."  Their  pillared,  red-brick 
house  is  in  Port  Washington,  one  of  the 
more  comfortable  towns  within  commut¬ 
ing  range  of  Manhattan;  they  also  have  a 
small  house  on  Long  Island. 

But  Isaacs  seems  surprised  at  the 
reliability  of  her  domestic  pleasures.  She 
admits  to  a  fear  that  it  will  be  taken  away, 
and  says  her  feeling  of  being  an  outsider, 
“always  expecting  to  be  thrown  out",  is 
behind  her  desire  to  write  fiction. 

Isaacs  did  not  set  out  to  be  a  writer.  "1 


wasn’t  one  of  those  exquisitely  sensitive 
children  who  kept  a  journal  and  recorded 
every  thought.  My  only  thought  for  the 
future  was  hopefully  one  day  someone 
would  want  to  marry  me.  But  actually  in 
college  no  one  did,  so  1  had  to  get  a  job." 

The  job.  which  she  loved  immediately, 
was  at  Seventeen  magazine.  After  her 
marriage,  she  experimented  with  speech¬ 
writing  for  local  Democrats.  But  it  was 
not  until  her  mid-thirties,  when  her 
children  were  three  and  six  that  she 
finally  embarked  on  her  first  noveL  after 
a  year  of  seizing  any  domestic  diversion 
to  avoid  the  task.  “I  decorated 
lampshades,  made  puff  pastry;  no  matter 
what  we  had,  if  had  to  be en'eroute.” 

As  she  puts  it  “ Compromising  Posit¬ 
ions  had  all  the  luck  a  first  novel  could 
have."  It  was  chosen  by  Book  of  the 
Month  Club,  leading  within  days  to  a 
film  deal;  each  of  the  following  books  has 
also  been  a  bestseller  in  the  United  States. 

For  her  next  novel  she  is  departing 
from  the  detective  format.  “I  want  to 
show  two  really  fine  Americans,  as  good 
as  this  country  can  turn  out.  and  try  to 
describe  what  sets  us  apart  from  other 
countries."  she  says. 

Those  are  grand  themes,  but  in  a  sense. 
Isaacs  has  already  found  one  answer 
optimism  in  the  face  of  uncertainly.  Once 
you  break  the  pattern  you  expected  your 
life  to  follow  “you  may  not  live  happily 
ever  after",  she  says.  But  by  accepting 
something  different  she  argues,  “you  can 
still  live  contentedly  ever  after". 

•  lily  White,  by  Susan  Isaacs,  published  by 
Michael  Joseph  at  E  15.99  today 
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POP  INTO  HOMEBASE  FOR  SOHE  TOOLS  AND  YOU 
COULD  END  UP  WITH  A  COUPLE  OF  SCREWDRIVERS. 

At  Homebase  you’ll  get  a  scratch  card  that  could  win  you 
one  of  five  Concorde  flights  to  New  York. 
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WITH  OVER  10,000  PRIZES  TO  BE  WOH,  YOU  COULD  GET  MORE  THAH  YOU  BARGAINED  FOR. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  APRIL  3  1997: 


Why  Scots 


Tories  won’t 
conform 


Magnus  Linklater  says  the 
party  is  in  open  rebellion 


John  Major  ventures  north 
today  to  find  as  strange  an 
elect  oral  landscape  as  we 
have  seen  since  1979.  Nothing 
in  Scotland  is  quite  as  it  should 
be,  and  the  opinion  polls 
reflect  the  general  bewilder¬ 
ment:  one,  published  yester¬ 
day  in  the  Herald ,  shows  the 
Tories,  mired  in  sleaze,  plung¬ 
ing  to  one  of  their  lowest 
ratings  ever  —  12  per  cent.  The 
other,  in  The  Scotsman,  has 
them  unaffected  by  the  mud- 
sltnging.  and  even  regaining 
lost  ground  —  up  to  22  per 
cent  Both  cannot  be  right,  and 
though  one  explanation  is  that 
rhe  latter  has  been  adjusted  to 
take  account  of  anti-Tory  bias, 
while  the  former  is  notoriously 
volatile,  there  is  evidence  of 
severe  election-strain. 

Here  is  the  anomaly:  Scot¬ 
tish  Labour,  once  the  most 
robustly  independent  of  all  the 
party’s  fiefdoms,  is  now  im¬ 
maculately  disciplined,  firmly 
controlled  from  headquarters, 
politically  correct  in  organis¬ 
ation  and  policy.  The  Scottish 
Conservative  Party,  once  the 
creature  of  Central  Office,  is  in 
a  state  of  rebellion.  Having 
engineered  the  resignation  of 
its  chairman.  Sir  Michael 
Hirst,  a  group  of  its  more 
intransigent  members  has 
shown  ns  muscle,  and  could 

yet  wreak  more  _ 

havoc.  These  disaf¬ 
fected  Tories  want  a  Run 

larger  say  in  their  « 

own  affairs,  more  01 1 

autonomy,  more 
power  —  a  bit  like  XCVCJ 

Scotland  itself  Stil 

Mr  Major  would 
be  well  advised  to  ther 

find  out  what  is  __ 

going  on.  Last  time  ~ 
the  Tories  in  Scotland  were  so 
clearly  at  loggerheads,  in  1990, 
the  present  Secretary  of  State. 
Michael  Forsyth,  a  convinced 
Thatcherite,  was  forced  to 
stand  down  as  party  chair¬ 
man.  Those  events  presaged 
the  demise  of  Margaret 
Thatcher  herselt  Some  of  the 
ferocity  of  that  extraordinary 
period,  when  die  then  Scottish 
Secretary  Malcolm  Rifkind. 
representing  the  centre  of  the 
party,  found  himself  being 
undermined  by  the  right-wing 
Forsyth  camp,  can  be  seen  in 
the  present  stirrings.  Tilings 
are  different  in  scale  this  time 
around,  but  equally  hazard¬ 
ous.  Then,  ir  was  the  Tory 
grassroots  organisation  that 
turned  en  masse  against  a 
chairman  they  regarded  as  too 
radical.  This  time,  it  is  a  small 
but  dangerous  minority  that 
has  rebelled  against  the  hier¬ 
archy.  Sir  Michael  stood  for 
the  status  qua  the  hold-steady 
tendency  which  believes  in 
playing  safe.  He  owed  his 
appointment  to  John  Major, 
and  his  loyalty  earned  him  a 
knighthood.  But  it  was  that 
loyalty  and  that  ambition 
which  made  him  so  greatly 
disliked.-  his  opponents  were 
steamrollered,  dissent  was  dis¬ 
couraged.  Bruised  egos  make 
lingering  enemies  —  which  is 
why  Mr  Major  should  listen  to 
the  rumblings. 

The  party  in  Scotland,  like 
the  party  as  a  whole,  needs  to 
move  forward,  to  develop  new 
ideas  if  it  is  to  survive.  Michael 
Forsyth  knows  that.  Ir  was  his 
suggestion  that  an  entirely 
separate  Scottish  manifesto 
should  be  launched  yesterday, 
the  first  time  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  have  done  so  in  18  years. 


Rumours 
of  more 
revelations 
still  dog 
the  Tories 


The  struggling  parties 
are  the  Nationalists  and 
the  Liberal  Democrats. 
For  all  of  its  bravada  the  SNP 
desperately  needs  a  big  break 
if  it  is  to  advance  much  beyond 
its  present  standing.  And  the 
Liberal  Democrats,  who  tradi¬ 
tionally  punch  above  their 
weight  in  Scotland  when  it 
comes  to  representation  at 
Westminster,  really  do  look 
squeezed  this  time  around. 

All  eyes,  however,  are  still 
an  the  Scottish  Tories.  Hu¬ 
mours  of  further  revelations 
continue  to  dog  them,  and 
there  may  be  more  sleaze  to 
come.  But  more  important 
than  the  gossip  and  innuendo 
will  be  how  the  party  handles 
itself  over  the  next  three 
weeks.  All  is  not  yet  lost.  If  it 
can  demonstrate  the  strength 
of  purpose  it  needs  to  confront 
its  own  dissidents,  unite 
around  a  strongly  Scottish 
agenda,  and  home  in  on  the 
weaknesses  of  its  opponents 
rather  titan  its  own,  then  it 
may  find  that  22  per  cent  is 
nearer  the  mark  than  12. 


Mayhem 


*  Little  Jack  Horner  ^ 

Was  trapped  in  a  comer 
lj|F  Eating  Election  Re,-  -4 
^J§jf  Be  put  in  his  thumb,  J 


He  realises  that  unless  they 
can  promote  themselves  vigor¬ 
ously  as  a  Scottish  party 
rather  than  just  a  branch  of 
tiie  UK  organisation,  their 
stock  will  continue  to  fail  — 
hence  some  of  his  more  rom¬ 
antic  ideas,  such  as  returning 
the  Stone  of  Destiny  to  Scot¬ 
land  and  citing  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Arbroath  in  support  of 
the  Tory  cause. 

None  of  that  will  amount  to 
much,  however,  if  the  rebels 
continue  their  destructive 
campaign.  It  woufd  be  ironic  if 
Mr  Forsyth  himself  were 
knocked  off  course  by  a  splin¬ 
ter  group  within  his  own 
party.  Once  it  was  he  who 
constituted  the  splinter. 

Mr  Major  will  have  the 
chance  to  catch  up  on  all  this 
when  he  arrives  in  the  Dum¬ 
fries  constituency  today.  The 
candidate  there,  Struan  Ste¬ 
venson,  was  once  a  convinced 
devolutionisL  As  such  he  was 
always  on  the  fringes  of  the 
party,  until  a  late  conversion 
to  Unionism  won  him  the 
Dumfries  nomination  in  suc¬ 
cession  to  Sir  Hector  Monro. 
The  message  is  dean  to  make 
progress  in  the  parly,  you  need 
to  conform.  But  Scotland  is  not 
a  conforming  kind  of  place, 
and  it  is  precisely  this  kind 
of  inflexibility  that  has  lost 

_  the  Tories  support 

They  should  be  con- 
)Urs  fi dent  enough  to  tol¬ 

erate  debate  instead 
3re  of  insisting  that  only 

the  yes-men  will 
3ons  find  favour, 

log  Labour,  which 

6  unveils  its  own 

tries  manifesto  today,  is 

not  immune  to  simi- 
'  lar  charges.  So  far. 
by  contrast  with  the  Tories,  it 
has  had  an  easy  ride,  and  its 
standing  in  both  polls  demon¬ 
strates  the  strength  of  its 
position.  At  53  per  cent  in  one 
and  47  in  die  other,  it  can 
afford  to  gloat  quietly.  But  it 
too  will  need  to  watch  its  bade 
after  some  fairly  ruthless  pow¬ 
er-play  from  the  new  Labour 
faction  which  stitched  up  the 
recent  elections  to  its  party 
executive  in  Scotland,  ensur¬ 
ing  that  the  Blair  tendency 
now  dominates  the  organis¬ 
ation.  There  are  some  bruises 
here  as  well,  which  could  spell 
trouble  later. 


|p  Andmd  “What  a  goodboym  I 
lljlll?  (  Rut  he  was  Still  Stuck  ^ 

jPHfe  in  &  comer.) 


Is  it  Major’s  manifesto? 


If  it  is  expected  to  win  the  general 
election.  I  do  not  think  the  Con¬ 
servative  manifesto  will  suc¬ 
ceed.  As  I  read  it,  I  tried  to  put 
myself  into  the  mind  of  a  floating 
voter  who  was  thinking  of  switching 
to  new  Labour.  Would  such  a  voter  be 
likely  to  be  persuaded  by  this  mani¬ 
festo  to  return  to  voting  Conserva¬ 
tive?  I  did  find  some  persuasive 
themes,  but  on  the  whole  I  felt  that  an 
intention  to  vote  Labour  would  not  be 
changed.  What  this  manifesto  will  do 
is  reinforce  any  intention  to  vote 
Conservative  that  already  exists.  For 
the  30  per  cent  of  the  electorate  who 
were  already  pretty  certain  to  vote 
Conservative,  it  mil  be  a  largely 
reassuring  document  Its  title  says 
“You  can  only  be  sure  with  the 
Conservatives"  If  you  already  are  a 
Conservative,  that  must  be  true, 
though  it  does  remind  one  of  Stanley 
Baldwin’s  1929  election  slogan  of 
“Safety  First";  in  1929  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  lost 

The  worst  sections  are  those  on 
Europe  and  the  constitution,  as  one 
might  have  feared.  Hie  Conserva¬ 
tives  have  stuck  loyally  to  their  wet 
compromise  an  the  single  currency. 
“We  believe  it  is  in  our  national 
Interest  to  keep  our  options  open  to 
take  a  derision  on  a  single  currency 
Mien  all  the  facts  are  before  us.  If  a 
single  currency  is  created,  without 
sustainable  convergence,  a  British 
Conservative  Government  will  not  be 
part  of  it  If,  during  the  course  of  the 
next  Parliament  a  Conservative  Par¬ 
ty  were  to  conclude  that  it  was  in  our 
national  interest  to  join  a  single 
currency,  we  have  given  a  guarantee 
that  no  such  decision  would  be 
implemented  unless  the  British 
people  gave  their  express  approval  in 
a  referendum-'’  Thar  is  indeed  “let¬ 
ting  ‘I  dare  not’  wait  upon  T  would’, 
like  the  poor  cat  in  the  adage".  On 
Europe  this  is  a  poor  cat  of  a 
manifesto. 

The  constitutional  section  is  even 
worse  when  it  comes  ro  the  section  on 
Parliament  There  the  manifesto 
moves  from  mere  indecision  to  the 
assertion  of  falsehood.  “Parliament— 
alongside  the  Crown  and  the  legal 
system  •—  is  one  of  the  three  key 
institutions  that  uphold  our  constitu¬ 
tion.  The  supremacy  of  ffarliament  is 
fundamental  to  our  democracy,  and 
the  guarantee  of  our  freedoms.  The 
last  17  years  have  seen  many  changes 
to  strengthen  Parliament  and  make  it 
more  effective . . The  last  17  years. 


Kenneth  Clarke  has  influenced  the  text 
for  the  worse,  but  the  Prime  Minister’s 
placatory  tones  can  also  be  heard 


and  particularly  the  last  five,  have 
seen  a  massive  transfer  of  power 
from  Parliement  to  the  European 
Union;  the  single  currency,  which  the 
manifesto  suggests  could  be  “in  our 
national  interest . . .  when  all  the  facts 
are  before  us”  would  take  monetary 
policy,  exchange  policy,  and  a  large 
part  of  budgetary  policy  away  from 
Government 

If  tiie  Conservatives  believe  that 
"the  supremacy  of  Parliament  is 
fundamental  to  democracy,  and  the 
guarantee  of  our  freedoms,"  they 
should  not  have  signed  or  enacted  the 
Treaty  of  Maastricht  and  they 

should  not  continue  _ 

to  keep  open  the  sin-  _ 

gle  currency  ques-  W/7^1 

tion.  It  iss  true  that  LI/  7 Li 

Labour  policy  is 

somewhat  worse,  ly  /)/)(* 

and  that  Liberal  JLY£CJ~ 

Democrat  policy  is 

Worse  even  than  — 

that  of  Labour,  but 

there  will  be  honest  old-fashioned, 

democratic  Conservatives  who,  if 

they  reach  page  49.  will  be  so 

sickened  by  the  hypocrisy  of  that 

paragraph  that  they  will  be  tempted 

to  go  and  vote  for  die  Referendum 

Party. 

These  are  the  worst  depths  of  the 
manifesto.  The  rest  of  it  contains 
nothing  half  so  offensive  and  a  great 
deal  that  most  people  would  regard 
as  reasonable  and  desirable.  The 
economic  section  leans  over,-  as 
Conservative  manifestos  used  to  do 
in  the  1950s,  in  the  direction  of  tax 
cuts  which  will  affect  the  largest 
possible  number  of  voters.  The 
standard  rate  of  income  tax  will  be 
brought  down,  if  possible,  to  20p; 
the  marginal  rate  will  not  be  simi¬ 
larly  reduced,  though  it  will  not  actu¬ 
ally  be  raised  above  40p.  There  will, 
by  the  end  of  the  next  Parliament,  be 
a  lot  of  people  who  have  risen  into 
the  fop  bracker  for  tax.  The  bottom 
layers  of  40p  taxpayers  are  not 
particularly  rich,  and  the  Conser¬ 
vatives  do  not  propose  any  benefit 
for  them. 

The  pledge  that  “we  will  continue 


to  reduce  the  burden  of  capital  gains 
tax  and  inheritance  tax  as  it  is 
prudent  to  do  so"  is  also  minimalist 
in  character.  One  does  not  have  to 
believe  in  Reaganomics  to  see  that  a 
40  per  cent  capital  gains  tax,  tiie 
highest  in  tiie  world,  is  well  above 
the  level  which  would  produce  the 
most  revenue  The  Conservatives 
profess  to  be  the  party  of  small  busi¬ 
ness.  of  property-owning  democracy 
and  of  wider  shareownership.  yet  the 
rate  of  capital  gains  tax  is  higher 
than  it  was  when  they  came  to  office 
in  1979. 

What  one  does  see  in  this  mani- 
'  _  festo  is  the  gravita¬ 

tional  pull  of  a 
'  „  .  .  powerful  political 

drUf  planet  This  planet 
I  '' v  is  anti-Thatcherite 

|  A fTfr  both  on  Europe  and 
vJX/yj^  on  economic  policy. 

UU  It  is  not  really  a 

•  .  —  Conservative  planet 

at  all.  It  shares  with 
the  Labour  Party  the  underlying 
assumption  that  taxes  can  effectively 
be  used  to  reduce  inequalities  of 
income,  and  that  the  single  currency 
is  either  desirable  in  itself  or  might 
at  least  be  a  price  worth  paying.  No 
one  doubts  the  name  of  this  big 
planet  the  Jupiter  of  tiie  Tory  sky  is 
Kenneth  Clarke. 


There  is,  however,  a  quieter 
and  less  threatening  voice 
which  has  also  influenced 
the  manifesto,  and  might 
have  done  better  to  dominate  it.  That 
is  the  voice  of  John  Major  himself. 
Sometimes  one  suddenly  finds  one¬ 
self  wanning  to  the  Prime  Minister,  1 
can  well  understand  why  old  and 
loyal  Tories  love  him.  Who  but  he 
would  publish  a  manifesto  with  this 
quirky  pledge  in  bold  italic  sanserif 
type:  “We  will  require  all  government 
agencies  to  apply  for  charter-marks”? 

Yet  running  through  the  manifesto 
there  is  a  coherent  John  Major  policy. 
I  have  no  doubt  he  believes  in  it.  On 
each  of  the  key  issues  of  social  policy, 
he  wants  to  move  towards  what  the 
manifesto  calls  “greater  self-gover- 


DRUNKEN  students  are  the  talk 
of  Oxford  Town  Hall,  where  the 
election  office  is  briefing  its  staff  on 
how  to  keep  the  mayhem  of  May 
Day  celebrations  away  from  the 
polling  booths. 

For  most  Oxford  residents  under 
the  age  of  25,  May  i  is  a  day  of 
drunken  debauchery.  Pubs  open 
before  it  is  light  and  a  good  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  town  has  been  up  all 
night  toasting  the  beginning  of 
summer. 

Never  before  has  a  general  elec¬ 
tion  been  called  on  May  1  precisely, 
and  unfortunately -for  the  election 
office,  polling  booths  will  open  at 
7am  —  just  as  the  students  reach 
their  zenith. 

“We  almost  wrote  to  John  Major 
begging  him  not  to  hold  the  elec¬ 
tion  on  May  1,"  says  Roy  Boyland. 
Oxford's  elections  officer.  “Presid¬ 
ing  officers  have  been  made  aware 
of  the  potential  problems  of  high 
jinks.  They  have  been  told  that  if  a 
person  should  appear  not  to  be  in  a 
fit  srate.  he  should  be  refused  a 
ballot  paper." 

One  flashpoint  is  likely  to  be  the 
polling  booth  for  Oxford  Central, 
which  stands,  unhappily,  next  to 
The  Bear  pub  —  one  of  the  city’s 
most  popular  institutions.  Another 
will  be  tiie  St  Clement's  ward 


booth,  just  a  few  yards  from 
Magdalen  Bridge.  In  Oxford,  the 
May  dawn  breaks  to  the  melliflu¬ 
ous  sound  of  Magdalen  College 
choir  on  top  of  tiie  tower,  and  is 
followed  by  a  riot  of  students 
jumping  off  the  bridge  into  the 
murky  Cherwell. 


DIARY 


b rations,  while  at  the  same  time 
offering  consolation  to  those  la¬ 
menting  the  disappearance  of  the 
dry’s  other  millennium  dock,  the 
Gthutron.  This  was  a  lii-tech  device 
which  counted  the  seconds  until 
the  year  2000  at  the  Pompidou 
Centre,  before  it  was  removed 
and  put  in  storage  recently  while 
the  crumbling  museum  undergoes 
renovation. 


about  plans  to  build  a  set  for 
rhe  soap-opera  Emmerdale  on  the 
Harewood  estate,  former! v  the 


•  Larry  Adler,  the  83-year-old  har¬ 
monica  player,  suffered  a  setback 
on  his  present  tour  of  Australia 


when  he  unpacked  his  hags  on 
arrival  and  discovered  he  had  left 
his  harmonicas  behind  in  Eng¬ 
land.  After  a  frantic  phone  call , 
the  instruments  were  sent  super- 
express,  and  reached  him  just 
before  he  set  foot  on  stage.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  the  old  boy  did  not  forget 
his  heart  pills. 


Steer  dear 


Clocking  off 


Young  Oxford  voter 


FROM  next  weekend,  Parisians 
will  be  only  too  aware  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  millennium.  On  Sat¬ 
urday  at  midnight,  exactly  i.000 
days  before  2000  begins,  a  giant  il¬ 
luminated  dock,  adorning  the  Eif¬ 
fel  Tower  will  be  switched  on  by 
the  Mayor,  Jean  Tiberi. 

The  installation  is  100ft  across 
and  35ft  high,  weighs  50  tons  and 
took  9,000  man-hours  to  construct. 
It  will  count  dowii  the  days  until 
the  mother  of  all  new  year  ede- 


WHILE  Labour  Party  managers 
borrow  flashy  sports  cars  from 
nightclub  owners  to  ferry  around 
their  high  command.  Lord  Cran- 
bome.  the  whisky-smooth  Conser¬ 
vative  patriarch,  is  providing  some 
more  old-fashioned  transport  for 
needy  Tories. 

Yesterday,  Edward  Vaizey  — 
Ken  Clarke  loofcaiike  and  Tory 
candidate  for  Bristol  East  —  hit¬ 
ched  along  to  Cranbome  Chase, 
where  he  took  delivery  of  an  admi¬ 
rably  high  Tory  old  land  Rover. 


Harewood  estate,  formerly  the 
property  of  Lord  Harewood,  the 
Queen’s  first  cousin,  and  now 
owned  by  his  son.  David  Lascelles. 

“We  are  baffled  by  these  ru¬ 
mours,"  says  a  gobsmacked  Las- 
celles.  “We  are  not  building  a 
bypass  or  a  new  runway  —  we 
plant  trees  at  Harewood,  we  don’t 
destroy  them,  Harewood  works 
hard  to  protect  the  English  coun¬ 
tryside,  and  money  from  Emmer¬ 
dale  will  fund  further  conser¬ 
vation."  In  short  come  in  nut- 


raunchers,  you’re  barking  up  the 
wrong  tree. 


•  Yesterday  out  on  the  stump. 
David  Blunkett.  Labour's  educa¬ 
tion  spokesman,  visited  a  Mc¬ 
Donald's  burger  training  camp  in 
Manchester,  where  cameramen 
asked  him  to  allow  his  guide-dog 
Lucy  to  gobble  a  Big  Mac  "Lucy  is 
on  a  strict  vegetarian  diet  —  twice 
aday—  and  a  very  healthy  one 
too,"  he  replied,  quickly  evading  a 
John  Cummer  fiasco.  " Perhaps 
McDonald's  should  open  a  new 
line  for  dogs." 


JLdfcaH 


And  stinker 


Eco  trip 


GREEN  DRAGON,  a  group  of  40 
eco-activists  all  called  Potato  (who 
changed  their  names  to  evade  the 
bailiffs),  are  planning  to  invade  the 
grounds  of  Harewood  in  Leeds. 
These  ideological  cousins  of  the 
unwashed  Swampy  are  whining 


“//we  lose,  its  about  haves 
and  have-nots :  those  who 
have  seats  in  the  Lords  and 
those  who  havener 


DOWN  at  the  Fulton  Fishmarket 
in  New  York  these  days,  the  mood 
is  blacker  than  a  shark's  eyeball, 
after  a  spate  of  sackings  due  to  al¬ 
leged  infiltration  by  organised 
crime.  An  unfortunate  time,  then, 
for  the  crew  of  tiie  BBC's  Everyman 
.  to  start  filming. 

When  the  presenter,  Anne  Mac¬ 
Gregor,  arrived  she  was  hit  full 
in  the  face'  by  a  sea  bass,  dead 
and  beginning  to  smell  “It  came  as 
quite  a  shock,”  says  Miss 
MacGregor.  “It  was  probably  an 
expression  of  the  anger  the  sacked 
men's  remaining  colleagues  felt" 
Probably. 
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summer 

Quentin  Letts  on 


the  herald  of  a 


season’s  sport 


nance".  He  wants  “all  schools  to  take 
full  responsibility  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  own  affairs";  his  vision 
□F  the  National  Health  Service  “is 
one  in  which  hospitals  and  family 
doctors  gain  greater  power  to  run 
their  own  affairs";  he  wants  the 
young  to  build  themselves  better 
pensions;  he  wants  to  “shift  power 
and  wealth  back  to  working  families 
and  away  from  the  State" 

These  proposed  transfers  of  power 
from  the  State  to  the  individual  or 
the  local  provider  seem  to  be  the 
heart  of  the  manifesto,  and  they  are 
no  doubt  the  heart  of  John  Major’s 
personal  political  philosophy.  If  he 
had  called  the  manifesto  "Give  power 
back  to  the  people",  he  would  have 
made  the  point  dearer,  but  it  is  dear 
enough.  The  Labour  Party  is  in 
favour  of  some  devolution  of  power, 
in  Scotland,  Wales  and  local  govern¬ 
ment.  but  it  is  opposed  to  indepen¬ 
dent  school  management  to 
fondholding  GPs,  to  big  cuts  in 
family  taxation,  and,  so  far  as  one  can 
make  out  to  Peter  ULley’s  admirable 
pension  proposals  as  well. 

Both  major  parties  daira  to  want  to 
transfer  power  from  the  State;  both 
see  themselves  as  anti-centrist  But 
the  Conservative  manifesto  goes 
much  further  towards  Die  individual, 
and  the  local,  and  Labour  tends  to 
transfer  power  inside  what  are  still 
very  big  administrative  structures. 
Those  who  believe  that  "small  is 
beautiful"  will  be  attracted  by  John 
Major's  social  polities.  There  is  even 
a  pledge  to  gave  “more  power  to  I 
parish  councils".  1 

This  has  been  a  strange  adminis-  1 
tration,  sometimes  too  limited  in  its 
ideas,  sometimes  recovering  from  un¬ 
forced  errors.  Perhaps  one  can  make 
one  judgment  of  this  manifesto. 
Leaving  aside  Europe  —  and  I  do  not 
really  believe  John  Major  would  take 
Britain  into  the  single  currency  in  the 
next  Parliament  —  this  is  a  wholly 
unthreatening  document  If  rhe  Con¬ 
servatives  were  to  be  re-elected,  they 
would  be  committed  to  a  certain  kind 
of  jog-trot  good  government  inspired 
by  John  Major’s  respect  for  individ¬ 
ual  decision-making,  which  the  Brit¬ 
ish  would  probably  appreciate  if  they 
came  to  experience  it.  If  1  were  to 
decide  the  awards,  I  would  be  happy 
to  give  the  manifesto  at  least  65 
ch arte rm arks,  if  only  I  knew  what 
they  were.  It  leaves  the  somewhat 
melancholy  feeling  that  we  could  do  a 
lot  worse,  and  that  we  probably  shall. 


To  each  race  belongs  its  own  sure  > 
sign  of  spring.  Roughly  around .. 
this  time  of  year  the  eskimo  wifi- 
emerge  from  hibernation,  take  a 
squint  at  the  watery  sun.  and  realise, 
that  the  igloo  has  begun  to  melt.  In  the 
African  veld,  tiie  ruddy-faced  pioneer 
lifts  a  licked  finger  to  the  easterly  trade 
wind  and  discerns  that  heck,  man.  the ' 
savanna  scrubs  are  sproutin',  while  in 
distant  Ecuador  the  Oriented  humid:’ 
fry  starts  to  rise,  a  jaguar  yawns,  sweet 
song  birds  hasten  north. 

In  England,  summer’s  approach  is. 
signalled  by  a  flash  of  yellow  in  the 
long  grasses.  This  is  not  the  long-, 
necked  rise  of  the  daffodil,  nor  the’ 
glimpse  of  a  scouting  bumble  bee,  evo*-’ 
cative  though  his  buzzing  can  be. 
Spring's  yellow  vest  is  worn,  instead, 
by  Wisden,  the  cricketers'  almanack. - 
and  herald  of  a  season's  sport.  The . 
1997  edition,  with  its  trademark  yellow 
cover,  is  published  today,  and  wifi  bel 
greeted  across  the  country  as  proof 
that  winter  has  passed. 

It  is  so  much  more  than  thedry  pub^ 
lication  of  a  book  of  facts  and  figures.  -■ 
When  you  first  open  a  new  hardback- 
Wisden,  there  is  that  soft  creak  of  the 
spine  which  matches  the  sound  of  ani>: 
ient  cricket  boots  under  the  turn  of  an 
eager  heel  in  the  April  nets.  It  is,  fun- 
therm  ore.  the  creak  that  will  be  heard 
from  numerous  knees  when  the  more., 
advanced  members  of  the  village  XI,' 
with  a  tug  on  their  flannels  and  a  rub 
of  leathery  palms,  crouch  down  for  the 
first  time  in  the  slips  on  the  opening 
day  of  the  season. 

A  familiar  whiff  borne  by  the  Easter 
breeze?  Ahhh.  linseed  oil,  used  to  sea¬ 
son  the  willow  of  the  bar.  The  rituals  of . 
preparation  for  cricket  open  slowly, 
like  petals  on  a  hesitant  tulip.  First 
comes  the  rumble  of  the  lawnmower 
on  the  square,  with  certain  regional 
variations.  ( Wisden  reports  that  at  a 
leading  cricket  ground  in  Ethiopia  the 
outfield  is  trimmed  by  a  groundsman 
with  a  sickle,  who  takes  away  the 
grass  clippings  in  a  sack  to  feed  to  his 
donkey.)  Cutting  complete,  there  fol¬ 
lows  the  squeak  of  the  lime-whitener.: 
barrow,  which  marks  out  the  wicket,' 
accompanied  by  the  muttered  groans 
of  the  ground-staff  as  they  bend  to. 
measure  tiie  popping  crease.  Then  h  is. 
the  crunch  of  studs  on  pavilion  floors, 
the  sleigh-bellish  tinkle  as  fumbling . 
fingers  jingle  pad  straps,  and  the 
hollow  clacking  of  a  ball  being 
bounced  up  and  down  on  the  driving 
spot  of  a  trusty  Gunn  &  Moore.  ^ 


From  Cumberland  to  Cornwall  , 
there  will  be  salaams  as  team;  ■ 
mates  espy  each  other  for  the. 
first  time  since  September  and  sympa¬ 
thetic  laughter  as  the  stretching  paw- 
ers  of  club  colours  are  tested  on  windy 
"two-sweater  days"  at  country 
grounds.  At  Hutton  Cranswick.  York- ' 
shire.  Purdey  the  golden  retriever  will” 
be  back  on  duty,  running  after  well- 
thwacked  balls.  Last  season  he  found. - 
50  lost  balls,  and  was  quite  properly 
made  a  dub  vice-president  of  the  clutL 
These  are  not  just  preparations  for: 
the  great  contest  England  is  limber- 
ing  up  for  her  summer  months,  with 
their  promise  of  Pimm’s-flavoured  af¬ 
ternoons  in  dappled  shade.  If  you  are 
not  sated  by  the  prospect  of  the  Satur¬ 
day  of  rhe  Lord'S  Test  (Australia  this 
year!)  or  the  glories  of  watching  Glou¬ 
cestershire  at  Cheltenham's  festive 
College  Ground  —  Flowers  Ale  and 
thick-wedge  cheese  and  Marmite. 
sandwiches  for  tea  —  then  savour  the 
calendar  of  alternatives:  horsey  Hick- 
stead  in  late  May,  with  its  braying 
girls  and  spanking-tight  jodhpurs.  Or' 
for  a  different  class  of  trouser,  the' 
musty  corduroys  at  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  Summer  Exhibition.  Or  savour  die 
gay  ribbons  of  the  Henley  Royal 
Regatta  at  the  prow  of  July,  or  jolly, 
Cowes  Week,  with  its  gusts  of  ginny 
ze*$L  It  all  stretches  before  us,  with  the 
Braemar  Highland  Games  in  Septem¬ 
ber  so  far  away  that  the  caber  seems 
no  bigger  than  a  toothpick. 

For  the  ex-pat,  these  can  be  difficult 
days.  From  New  York,  for  instance,  I 
write  in  rhe  spirit  of  the  Dickensian  ur¬ 
chin  pressing  his  nose  against  the 
sweet-shop  window,  looking  in  with- 
longing.  We  hear  that  you  have  had 
warm  weather,  that  the  deckchairs:, 
have  fawn  de-cobwebbed  and  that  the 
wild  garlic  is  coming.  One  tries  to  ex¬ 
plain  these  delights  to  the  foreign 
mind,  but  one  fails.  The  pleasures  of 
wasps  in  your  cider,  of  cold  cofiatiorl ! 
lunchtimes  and  Branston  Pickle  baps: 
are  tougher  to  translate  than  the  battle- 
scenes  in  Herodotus.  The  snap-quick' 
mind  of  the  New  Yorker  struggles  to 
comprehend  the  attraction  of  More-, 
cambe  Bay  sand  between  the  toes  and- 
Harrogate  toffee-shop  small  talk  or  a.' 
wet  June  day  under  tiie  garden  fere' 
marquee. 

Wisden  recalls  the  struggle  faced  by"' 
Philip  Halden,  the  British  business¬ 
man  kidnapped  in  Colombia  who  was 
held  in  the  jungle  by  guerrillas  for. 
eight  months  and  tried  to  teach  his 
captors  the  noble  game.  Doughtily  he,, 
wielded  a  machete  to  carve  a  bat  and , 
wooden  balls.  He  introduced  th^, 
desperadoes  to  the  concept  of  the! 
googly.  the  despair  of  the  no-ball,  thd; 
ecstasy  of  the  lofted  six.  They  tried,  he;' 
tried,  how  they  all  tried.  But  when,  by : 
chance,  the  home-made  bat  snapped' 
one  day,  the  hostage-takers  had  to 
confess  to  their,  captive  dial,  sorry, 
sefior,  they  preferred  soccer.  The-, 
heroic  Halden  was  nor  encouraged  to- 
carve  another  dub. 

Rejoice,  for  cricket  is  tack,  and  the . 
English  summer  has  arrived.  Bur' 
keep  it  to  yourselves.  No  one  else  wifi.1 
understand. 


■if  «■: 


fy.- 


Till  ! 


. 

Si*---. 

hAi  i*-: 


jES*V  ' 
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Major  s  manifesto 

A  cautious  but  coherent  package  from  the  Tories 


iPpn 


i,  '■  With  a  picture  of  John  Major  on  the  cower 
"M  and  another  on  the  first  page,  the  Conser- 
vative  manifesto  published  yesterday  is  an 
embodiment  of  the  Prime  Minister's  person- 
and  approach.  It  presents  a  more 
■\*\  coherent  package  of  ideas  than  its  1992 
.^r  counterpart  and  its  watchword  is  caution.  If 
Jr,-  the  Conservatives  are  re-elected,  voters  can 
^  expect  a  leisurely  next  five  years  with  few 
J truly  radical  policies  and  a  modest  amount 
tt  .^  of  legislation. 

■'  i  Much  of  the  manifesto  is  taken  up  with 
what  the  Tories  will  not  do  and  with  what 
they  have  already  done.  Keen  to  run  on  his 
■  record,  Mr  Major  wastes  no  opportunities  to 
....  remind  readers  of  what  his  administration 

^ ..  has  achieved  so  far.  In  the  style  of  Baldwin's 

. ?  1929  “ Safety  First"  campaign,  the  Prime 

i.  ;  >  Minister  asks  voters  to  elect  him  more  on  the 

•  -fa.  ’  basis  of  the  past  than  the  future.  In  1929 
Labour  beat  the  Tories,  and  Baldwin’s  party 
“*  lost  159  seats. 

"  \  themes  of  this  year’s  manifesto  are 

good  ones.  There  is  a  welcome,  if  belated, 
conversion  to  the  cause  of  supporting  the 
: •  ly  family  through  the  tax  system.  Transferable 
allowances  for  husbands  or  wives  who  stay 
„  at  home  to  care  for  a  child  or  relative  are  a 
;•  good  way  of  recognising  the  huge  amount  of 
unpaid  work  done  within  the  family,  often  at 
some  saving  to  the  State. 

The  emphasis  on  independence  rather 
than  dependence  —  through  policies  on 
pensions,  long-term  care  and  savings  — 
helps  to  address  the  problem  of  increasing 
insecurity  brought  by  global  competition 
and  fast-changing  technology.  If  voters 
cannot  trust  employers  to  give  them  a  job  for 
life  or  future  governments  to  honour  the 
pension  promises  of  their  predecessors,  their 
best  hope  is  for  the  State  to  make  it  easier  for 
them  to  provide  for  themselves. 

.  On  Europe,  the  manifesto  is  still  equivo¬ 
cal.  The  language  has  been  hardened  to 


make  the  position  look  harder,  but  the 
Ranges  are  cosmetic.  A  promise  not  to 
include  legislation  on  a  single  currency  in 
the  first  Queen’s  Speech,  for  instance,  does 
not  necessarily  preclude  a  new  government 
joining  EMU  in  the  first  wave.  But  it  is 
encouraging  to  see  that  the  Tories  would 
acuvely  try  to  prevent  other  countries  going 
ahead  in  1999  if  the  convergence  criteria  had 
not  been  safely  met. 

Neither  here  nor  in  any  other  area  apart 
from  the  constitution  have  the  Conservatives 
created  much  dear  blue  water.  Transferabil¬ 
ity  of  tax  allowances  is  a  polity  that  Labour 
could  just  as  easily  have  proposed.  Hie 
aspiration  to  reduce  the  basic  rate  of  income 
tax  to  20p  can  be  set  beside  Labour's  aim  of  a 
10p  starting  rate.  Indeed,  many  of  the  new 
policies  here  have  been  suggested  by 
Labour,  such  as  targets  for  school  stan¬ 
dards.  speedier  criminal  justice  for  juveniles 
and  an  independent  food  safety  body. 

The  Conservatives  are  also  vulnerable  to 
the  criticisms  that  they  make  so  often  of 
Labour’s  plans.  Where  is  the  money  going  to 
come  from?  It  is  unrealistic  to  suppose  that 
Mr  Major’s  tax-cutting  aspirations  will  be 
paid  for  from  economic  growth.  More  likely 
is  that,  as  in  the  past,  he  will  raise  taxes 
elsewhere  in  order  to  finance  cuts  in  the 
basic  rate:  or  that  he  will  have  to  reduce 
public  spending  further.  If  he  intends  to  do 
the  latter,  he  owes  it  to  voters  to  spell  out 
which  areas  will  be  hit  by  lower  spending 
and  what  the  effects  on  services  will  be. 

For  those  of  the  electorate  who  have  been 
impressed  by  the  past  five  years  of  Conser¬ 
vative  rule,  this  manifesto  will  provide 
reassurance:  they  are  likely  to  see  more  of 
the  same.  But  Mr  Major  has  barely  begun  to 
persuade  those  who  believe  that  it  is  time  for 
a  change.  To  judge  by  our  MORI  poU  today, 
those  who  need  persuading  are  still  well  in 
the  ascendant 


WASHINGTON  RENDEZVOUS 

Clinton  can  be  the  catalyst  for  renewed  dialogue 


Once  again,  the  road  to  peace  in  the  Middle 
East  runs  through  Washington.  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  will  meet  President  Clinton 
there  on  Monday.  King  Hussein  held  talks 
at  the  White  House  earlier  this  week.  Yassir 
Arafat  has  also  been  a  recent  visitor. 

It  is  the  swiftly  scheduled  arrangement 
between  Mr  Clinton  and  Mr  Netanyahu 
that  has  captured  most  attention.  Some 
observers  suggest  it  might  lead  to  a  new 
American  initiative.  Others  believe  that  the 
President  will  take  this  opportunity  to  force 
concessions  out  of  a  reluctant  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  Neither  suggestion  is  very  practical 
nor  esperiaUy  desirable. 

Mr  Clinton’s  personal  commitment  to  the 
region  is  beyond  doubt.  During  his  first 
term  it  was  the  sole  foreign  polity  issue  with 
which  he  was  consistently  absorbed.  That 
interest  has  intensified  since  his  reflection. 
His  Administration  has  been  intimately 
involved  in  the  detail  of  Israeli-Palestinian 
deliberations.  American  investment  in  the 
peace  process  is  such  that  if  would  be  a 
diplomatic  disaster  for  the  President  if  the 
whole  structure  collapsed.  That  telling  truth 
explains  Mr  Clinton’s  enthusiasm  for  fur¬ 
ther  discussions  with  Mr  Netanyahu  despite 
scant  evidence  that  he  can  produce  substan¬ 
tial  results. 

Whatever  the  advance  publicity,  Mon¬ 
day’s  meeting  is  unlikely  to  be  acrimonious. 
The  President  has  an  instinctive  sympathy 
for  Israel  and  knows  that  Congress  will 
disown  him  if  he  singles  out  Mr  Netanyahu 
for  criticism.  Furthermore,  he  cannot  contest 
the  Rime  Minister’s  assertion  that  terror¬ 
ism  must  be  disowned  as  a  political 
instrument.  Nor  can  Mr  Clinton  insist  that 
Israel  cease  its  construction  of  the  Har 
Homa  settlement  as  there  is  no  chance  of  the 
Prime  Minister  capitulating.  Reasoned 


persuasion  rather  than  public  rebukes  will 
maximise  what  American  influence  exists. 

In  the  very  short  term.  Mr  Clinton  must 
use  the  power  of  his  office  to  succeed  where 
in  his  Easter  endeavour,  Dennis  Ross,  the 
State  Department’s  troubleshooter,  could 
not  Little  progress  should  be  expected  until 
Mr  Netanyahu  and  Mr  Arafat  resume  direct 
negotiations.  The  United  States  can  press 
them  both  to  abandon  preconditions  and 
return  to  business.  It  can  also  remind  all 
sides  that  symbolic  gestures  cany  signifi¬ 
cant  weight  The  Americans  also  have  the 
standing  to  sponsor  a  summit  between  Mr 
Netanyahu  and  King  Hussein. 

Hie  wider  and  more  perplexing  issue  is 
what  the  parties  should  talk  about  Mr 
Netanyahu  has  proposed  a  dramatic 
“escape  forward".  This  would  pre-empt  the 
existing  Oslo  formula  by  abandoning  the 
planned  intermediate  phases  and  open  a 
dialogue  on  the  final  package  between  Israel 
and  the  Palestinian  National  Authority. 
American  officials  are  excited  but  also 
concerned  about  the  concept  On  the  one 
hand,  it  is  the  son  of  bold  step  that  would 
allow  recent  disagreements  to  be  side¬ 
stepped  and  could  radically  change  the 
entire  atmosphere.  On  the  other,  it  is  not 
clear  how  matters  could  be  rescued  if  those 
talks  ended  in  failure. 

American  caution  is  understandable.  Yet 
the  present  Oslo  timetable  is  so  fragile  and 
uncertain  that  it  may  prove  impossible  to 
follow.  The  realistic  alternative  to  an  escape 
forward  is  a  cooling-off  period  not  a  swift 
return  to  the  preceding  format  Mr  Clinton 
should  now  encourage  Mr  Netanyahu  to 
outline  the  broad  shape  of  his  initial 
proposals  if  Mr  Arafat  and  King  Hussein 
accepted  his  invitation.  That  alone  would 
justify  their  rendezvous  in  Washington. 


THE  LOO’S  THE  THING 

Unless  the  playwright  can  protect  his  future  fame 


Councillors  in  North  Yorkshire  have  voted 
.  for  a  last-minute  reprieve  for  the  Stephen 
Joseph  Theatre  in  Scarborough,  the  lone 
.  outpost  of  the  performing  arts  in  one  of 

•  Britain’s  bluffest  seaside  resorts.  By  inviting 
tfie  theatre  to  apply  for  a  £40,000  grant  the 

'  cbundJ  has  made  available  the  minimum 
needed  so  that  the  theatre  can  qualify  for  a 
>  lottery  capital  enhancement  grant  of 
£175,000;  without  the  combined  sums,  it 
would  have  been  forced  to  close,  a  hunuli- 
V  afiori  for  the  theatre  that  was  expensively 
converted  from  a  cinema  and  opened  with 
.  A  civic  pomp  only  a  year  ago. 

J  Cksure  would  have  had  national  reper¬ 
cussions.  For  this  provincial  flagship  of 

•  culture  owes  its 

tourist  attraction  to  ^  Alan^dvbourn. 
■■  Britain’s  most  successful  piaywn^itwho 

has  never  forgotten  the  cradle  of  hts  dr^ 

“Sd?d,e^S^eydnn| 

to  Scarborough  the  London  cnws.  t te  bun 
and  the  cash  that  is  sorely  nwfed  to  re 

tfiedwindlingt«e.pts^hoMaytnaX«a. 
Sir  Alan  has  sunk  some  £416;00tt  of  h^no 
inconsiderable,  fortune  into  the  *ea«  ° 

which  he  is  now  a  dtre^or.  and 
eamsten  times  the  size  of  the  town's  £50.000 

■  "SmT****-  is  not  wholly 
ehflSs&tic  I  bout  the  entetpnse^uB  H 

Sn^ySvSeirmmtey  and  have 


down-to-earth  notions  of  civic  comfort.  The 
council  believes  its  money  would  be  better 
spent  on  retaining  22  public  lavatories, 
insisting  that  voters  would  take  a  more 
practical  interpretation  than  actors  of  Ham¬ 
let’s  much  thanks  for  this  relief. 

Sir  Alan  is  outraged  at  such  philistinism. 
He  could,  however,  provide  a  simple 
denouement  to  the  long-running  drama  of 
the  theatre’s  finances:  he  could  pay  the 
difference  himself.  For  playwrights  as 
prolific,  and  professional,  as  Sir  Alan  a  life 
on  the  stage  proves  very  lucrative.  If  he  were 
to  endow  his  theatre  in  the  round  with  a  little 
more  of  his  own  good  fortune,  the  budgetary 
whodunnit  which  may  otherwise  return  like 
The  Mousetrap  season  after  season,  would 
quickly  reach  the  end  of  its  run. 

Artists  have  often  had  to  pay  a  high  price 
for  public  honour,  especially  if  that  honour 
is  bestowed  on  them  by  themselves.  Authors 
pay  to  have  their  oeuvres  privately  printed. 
Amateur  conductors  have  hired  the  entire 
Albert  Hall  to  demonstrate  their  prowess 
with  the  baton.  Actors,  it  is  true,  may  achieve 
such  a  reputation  that  their  workplaces  are 
named  in  their  honour  the  Yvonne  Amaud 
in  Guildford,  Ashcroft  in  Croydon  and  the 
Gielgud  in  the  West  End.  But  the  Saatehis, 
Guggenheims  and  Menuhins  who  found  art 
galleries  and  music  schools  usually  stump 
up  a  whacking  sum.  Sir  Alan  has  suffered  A 
Chorus  of  Disapproval  over  his  theatre;  he 
could,  perhaps,  contribute  more  than  A 
Word  from  Our  Sponsor. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

t  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 

Investigating  and  judging  the  moral  conduct  of  MPs  Future  of  the  last 

Front  Sir  Edward  du  Cann  publicly  dismissed"  (report.  March  7).  guardians  of  the  nation's  moral  wel-  3-lTWOrthy  CoiTlCt 


Front  Sir  Edward  du  Cann 

Sir,  Amid  die  intense  publicity  given 
to  allegations  against  Messrs  Tim 
Smith,  Net!  Hamilton  and  others 
{MPs  for  a  few  days  more)  1  fed  that 
three  points  need  to  be  taken  into 
account. 

1.  Following  the  original  cash-for- 
questions  affair  the  Prime  Minister 
established  the  Nolan  committee. 
This  to  turn  led  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Parliamentary  Commissioner  for 
Standards.  Thus  the  machinery  exists 
for  investigating  alleged  corruption  in 
Parliament,  and  the  Prime  Minister 
deserves  credit  for  this. 

2.  Some  of  the  evidence  Sir  Gordon 
Downey  has  received  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  —  a  dear  contempt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  His  conclusions,  if  he  has 
reached  them,  are  unknown.  How¬ 
ever,  having  worked  with  Sir  Gordon 
for  some  years,  when  I  was  chairman 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Coniminee 
(1074-70)  and  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Commission  (I9S4-87),  t  have  nu  doubt 
that  Jiis  inquiry  will  have  been  thor¬ 
ough  and  accurate.  The  public  can 
safely  rely  upon  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standards  and  Privileges  (to  be 
made  up  of  senior  MPs  in  the  new 
Parliament)  to  do  its  duty  —  whether 
its  majority  is  Labour  or  Conser¬ 
vative. 

If  any  newly  elected  MP  is  judged  to 
have  behaved  improfterly  he  can  be 
promptly  disciplined,  even  expelled. 
Enough  evidence  has  so  far  been  pub¬ 
lished  to  show  this  as  probability. 
Meantime,  any  parliamentary  candi¬ 
date  who  does  not  give  adequate 
weight  to  this  probability  will  deserve 
extra  opprobrium  if  he  is  elected  and 
then  disciplined. 

3.  The  authorities  should  consider 
promptly  whether  criminal  action 
should  be  taken  against  the  offeror  of 
bribes  to  MPs.  through  which  he 
sought  to  influence  the  parliamentary 
process.  In  one  case,  that  of  Mr  Smith, 
both  the  recipient  and  the  payer  have 
admitted  their  actions.  Thus  there  is 
surely  enough  prima  facie  evidence 
for  action  to  be  taken. 

Mr  Mohamed  A I  Fayed  has  already 
wasted  parliamentary  time  and  tax¬ 
payers’  money  by  making  a  mon¬ 
strous  allegation  against  the  Home 
Secretary  which  Sir  Gordon  has  stat¬ 
ed  should  be  "authoritatively  and 


Controlling  the  car 

From  Mr  Harley  Sherlock 

Sir,  Graham  Searjeanr  complains  of 
an  anti-motorist  political  consensus 
(“Traffic  consensus  hurtles  along  the 
road  to  nowhere".  Business.  March 
27).  But  for  three  decades  now  the  only 
discernible  consensus  appears  to  have 
been  a  tacit  agreement  that  allows 
motorists  to  drive  where  3nd  when 
they  like,  regardless  of  the  impact  on 
our  health  (atmospheric  pollution), 
our  quality  of  life  (deteriorating  envir¬ 
onment)  and  our  economic  wellbeing 
(the  cost  of  road  congestion). 

The  policy  of  successive  govern¬ 
ments  has  been  to  leave  traffic  to  con¬ 
trol  itself  by  its  own  congestion.  It 
must  be  to  the  interests  of  everyone  — 
including  motorists  —  that  this  be 
brought  to  an  end. 

John  Gummer,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment,  made  a  move  to 
do  so  in  1994  when,  in  his  planning 
policy  guidance  note  on  transport,  he 
called  on  local  authorities  to  reduce 
the  need  to  travel  by  encouraging  dev¬ 
elopments  such  as  superstores  closer 
to  where  people  live.  The  new  Road 
Traffic  Reduction  Act  is  another  step 
in  the  right  direction. 

Moves  like  these  are  designed  to  im¬ 
prove  everyone’s  life,  but  they  are  of¬ 
ten  condemned  as  being  anti-car. 
Such  condemnation  surely  implies 
that  the  car  has  no  place  to  a  civilised 
society.  This  need  not  be  the  case,  but 
it  could  easily  become  the  accepted 
view  if  we  fall  to  use  our  cars  with 
more  thought. 

Yours  faithfully. 

HARLEY  SHERLOCK. 

13  Alwyne  Place.  Nl. 

April  1. 


Driven  to  despair 

From  Ms  Maureen  Cotquhoun 

Sir.  How  I  sympathy  with  Catriona 
Bevan.  cleared  of  committing  a  “road 
rage"  3ttack  (report,  March  2S|.  She  is 
absolutely  right  about  road  jealousy, 
and  the  dangers  that  it  can  cause. 

AH  my  motoring  life  I've  been  an 
MG  enthusiast  but  J  finally,  after  sev¬ 
en  MG-s.  became  tired  of  being  picked 
on  by  young  men  in  battered  old 
tradesman  vans,  and  middle-aged 
executive  men  to  almost  any  car  you 
can  name. 

Life  became  just  too  dangerous.  I 
have  now  settled  for  a  nondescript 
terribly  boring  car.  It's  like  driving  a 
comfortable  settee,  but  at  least  I  can 
drive  around  without  the  cunscant  ego 
challenges  of  some  male  drivers. 

My  MGs  are  just  the  stuff  that 
dreams  were  made  on. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MAUREEN  COLQUHOUN. 

South  Knoll, 

Rydal  Road,  Ambleside,  Cumbria. 
March  29. 


publicly  dismissed"  (report  March  7). 
Justice  to  be  effective  should  be 
prompt.  Action  need  not  await  the 
election  of  a  new  Parliament. 

Yours  faithfully. 

EDWAIp  du  CANN. 

Les  Heririers. 

Q  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Street, 

Alderney,  Channel  Islands. 

April  i. 

From  Professor  Patrick  Minford 

Sir,  Mr  Neil  Hamilton,  MP.  argues 
(letter.  March  29)  that  we  should  al¬ 
low  him  to  have  a  proper  hearing.  I 
agree.  It  would  as  Danish  me  if  a  coun¬ 
try  famed  for  its  pride  in  natural  jus¬ 
tice  were  to  allow  the  hysteria  and  self- 
serving  instincts  rampant  at  election 
time  to  override  this  principle. 

However,  che  logic  of  a  proper  elec- 
□on  and  the  self-interest  of  the  elector¬ 
ate  not  surprisingly  also  support  the 
dictates  of  justice  in  this  matrer.  This 
solely  concerns  individuals  and  there¬ 
fore  has  no  bearing  on  national  policy’, 
on  which  the  electorate  must  require 
all  panics  to  focus. 

Why  is  Labour  then  so  interested  in 
diverting  our  attention?  Could  ir  be 
that  their  economic  policies  are  in  ser¬ 
ious  disarray,  with  Mr  Blair  seeking 
continuously  to  steal  Conservative 
clothes  while  the  rest  of  his  party  tries 
in  recalcitrant  disbelief  to  stay  silent? 

When  will  the  people  of  this  country 
wake  up  to  these  bizarre  inconsisten¬ 
cies  —  and  du  they  really  wish  to  be 
lulled  by  irrelevanries  into  a  credulity 
of  Labour's  New  Toryism  rhar  on  the 
face  of  it  is  quite  incredible?  It  is  time 
for  the  proper  debate  to  start. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PATRICK  MINFORD. 

Liverpool  Macroeconomic  Research. 
PO  Box  147.  Liverpool  Li»9  3BX. 
March  29. 

Fmm  Mr  Philip  K.  Wray 

Sir.  1  comment  on  the  case  of  M  r  Piers 
Merchant.  MP.  and  the  claims  that  he 
had  an  affair  with  a  Soho  club  hostess 
(reports.  March  28). 

I  do  not  believe  rhat  a  person  in  any 
profession  except  the  Church  should 
be  judged  on  their  moral  conduct,  pro¬ 
viding  such  conduct  does  not  break 
the  law.  It  is  quite  ridiculous  for  any 
political  party  to  set  themselves  up  as 


guardians  of  the  nation's  moral  wel¬ 
fare.  Morality  is  a  personal  issue  and 
will  always  remain  so. 

Mr  Merchant  has  been  an  able  con¬ 
stituency  MP.  and  any  alleged  sexual 
dalliance  should  be  a  matter  of  private 
concern  for  him  and  his  family.  Those 
within  the  Conservative  Pam-  now 
calling  for  his  resignation  must  ask 
themselves  two  questions:  first,  have 
they  never  been  guilty  of  making  an 
indiscreet  decision  in  their  lives,  and 
second,  do  they  really  believe  that  the 
vast  majority  of  voters  will  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  Mr  Merchant's  alleged  ac¬ 
tions?  If  they  can  answer  yes  to  both 
questions  then  I  would  suggest  that 
they  do  not  live  in  the  real  world  and 
thus  haw  no  right  to  parliamentary 
office. 

Several  American  presidents  and  a 
number  of  senior  European  politi¬ 
cians  who  have  been  the  subjecr  of 
press  speculation  over  their  sexual 
conduct  have  continued  to  lead  active 
political  careers.  Perhaps,  instead  of 
condemning  Mr  Merchant,  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  should  elevate  him  to 
a  position  of  leadership  and  thus  pos¬ 
sibly  improve  their  chances  of  re- 
election. 

1  am.  Sir, 

PHILIP  K.  WRAY. 

2  The  Close. 

Brangwyn  Drive. 

Brighton.  East  Sussex. 

March  28. 

Fmm  Mr  Christopher  Maguire 

Sir.  In  his  impatience  with  the  media 
focus  on  sleaze  (report,  April  J),  Mr 
Major  is  in  danger  of  forgetting  that  a 
healthy  consequence  of  local  demo¬ 
cracy  is  that  the  locals  may  disagree 
and  stand  up  to  central  authority.  But 
he  does  acknowledge  that  ultimately 
he  has  no  power  over  them. 

By  contrast,  new  Labour  deals  ruth¬ 
lessly  with  dissent  within  its  party 
from  whatever  quarter.  What  is  pre¬ 
sented  as  strong  leadership  can  be¬ 
come  anti-democratic  authoritarian¬ 
ism.  Might  this  Tendency  manifest  it¬ 
self  to  government? 

Yours  faithfully. 

CHRISTOPHER  MAGUIRE. 

15  Harston  Road. 

Newton,  Cambridge. 

April  1. 


Jewish  settlements  in  Jerusalem 
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From  Sir  Cyril  Townsend.  MP 
for  Bexley  heath  ( Conservative ) 

Sir,  In  the  course  of  this  cenmry.  the 
Palestinian  Arabs  have  been  reduced 
from  being  the  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  of  the  population  between  the  Jor¬ 
dan  and  the  Mediterranean  to  being  a 
minority  seeking  statehood  in  a  mere 
20  per  cent  of  their  country.  Mr 
Charles  Krauthammer  (“Arafat  is 
fooling  America".  March  27)  appears 
to  be  outraged  that  Yassir  Arafat 
should  even  seek  that  much  (ie.  the 
West  Bank  and  Ga2a  Strip). 

The  Palestinians  are  justified  in 
believing  that,  in  being  prepared  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  existence  of  the  State  of  Israel 
on  the  great  majority  of  what  they 
consider  to  be  their  land,  they  have 
given  up  enough  and  it  is  totally  un¬ 
reasonable  that  they  should  be  told 
that  they  must  yield  more  at  Israel’s 
behest. 

The  existing  Jewish  majority  in 
Jerusalem  was  created  through  a 
policy,  zealously  applied  by  successive 
Israeli  Governments  since  1967,  of 


Economic  optimism 

From  M  r  Roger  Fox 

Sir.  In  the  late  1960s,  as  economics 
srudents,  we  used  to  sit  with  our  lec¬ 
turers  lamenting  the  failure  of  the  UK 
economy  to  achieve  the  “virtuous  cir¬ 
cle"  of  economic  success  thar  the  West 
German  economy  then  enjoyed. 

Your  report  today  that  the  current 
account  deficit  has  fallen  to  £14  mil¬ 
lion  (the  best  performance  since  19S5) 
completes  all  the  recent  evidence  that 
at  long  last.  30 years  later,  the  UK  has 
achieved  what  so  many  governments 
tried  to  do  and  failed.  We  now  have  a 
successful  economy  and  can  look  com¬ 
petitor  countries  in  the  face. 

And  what  has  enabled  the  UK  to  do 
this?  All  those  supply  side  and  mone¬ 
tarist  policies  so  derided  by  traditional 
Keynesian  economists.  These  policies 
take  a  long  time  to  bear  fruii  but  suc¬ 
cessful  they  are  if  given  the  necessary 
time.  Our  best  course  of  action  is  to  in¬ 
troduce  more  of  them. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROGER  FOX, 

53  The  Avenue,  Chiswick,  W4. 

March  25. 


Hong  Kong  handover 

From  Mr  Dick  Wilson 

Sir.  The  people  of  Hong  Kong  were 
disenchanted  with  their  retrocession 
to  China  before  the  Tiananmen  kil¬ 
lings  in  (989.  says  Jonathan  Minsky 
(“Turning  a  blind  eye  on  colony”. 
March  20). 

But  the  possibility  of  a  handover  of 
what  democratic  institutions  existed 
to  Hong  Kong  was  sabotaged  by  the 
British  colonial  government’s  subse¬ 
quent  extension  of  the  franchise  for 
toe  Legislative  Council  to  contraven¬ 
tion  of  earlier  agreements  with  China. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DICK  WILSON, 

White  Lodge, 

67  Grove  Lane.  SE5. 

March  20. 


creating  one.  A  series  of  settlements 
was  created,  mainly  on  land  taken 
from  Arab  owners,  which  raised  toe 
Jewish  population  from  zero  to 
around  170.000.  Har  Homa  would 
complete  the  encirclement  of  the  Arab 
areas  of  Jerusalem,  plugging  a  gap  be¬ 
tween  two  settlements  which  were 
built  mainly  on  land  taken  from 
Arabs  and  setting  toe  seal  on  Israeli 
control  of  the  city. 

Every  Israeli  Government  since 
1967  has  declared  that  Jerusalem  is 
the  capital  of  Lsrael;  equally,  every 
Palestinian  political  organisation  says 
that  it  should  be  the  capital  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Palestinian  state.  The  rest  of 
the  world  is  not  hound  to  accept  that 
Israel's  assertion  of  mastery  over  the 
city  is  toe  last  word  on  the  matter. 

Yours  faithfully. 

CYRILTOWNSEND 

(Director). 

Council  for  the  Advancement  of 
Arab-British  Understanding, 

21  Collingham  Road.  SW5. 

March  27. 


Cost  of  a  cone 

From  Mr  John  Pittuck 

Sir.  I  imagine  it  is  not  toe  quality  of 
toe  £55.000  revolving  neon  cone  struc¬ 
ture  erected  beside  toe  NHS  hospital 
at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  which  has 
led  doctors  to  turn  their  backs  on  it 
(report.  March  28).  Anything  that  is 
devised  to  raise  the  spirits  must  be 
seen  as  at  least  therapeutic. 

It  is  toe  juxtaposition  of  the  hospital 
and  the  cone,  regardless  of  where  the 
financing  came  from,  that  appears 
unpalatable  to  them  by  acting  as  a  re¬ 
minder  of  their  impossible  struggle 
with  costs. 

What  a  great  shame  that  a  work  of 
art  should  again  become  toe  whip¬ 
ping  boy.  In  my  own  case  surgery  has 
allowed  me.  toe  time  to  make  some 
small  personal  contribution  to  the  vis¬ 
ual  arts  and  to  become  increasingly 
aware  of  its  importance  in  a  civilised 
world.  Art,  to  me,  is  not  something  to 
be  considered  a  luxurious  extra:  it  is 
an  essential  part  of  our  wellbeing,  and 
must  not  be  blamed  for  other  short¬ 
comings  that  may  exist  to  our  system. 

Doctors  perform  remarkable  feats 
to  treat  and  repair  us,  where  they  can, 
to  return  us  to  a  world  where  artistic 
achievement  also  has  a  place. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  PITTUCK, 

Hillside  Cottage, 

62  Dunmow  Road. 

Bishop's  Stortford,  Hertfordshire. 
March  28. 

From  Mr  Kenneth  P.  Ar milage 

Sir,  It  seems  to  me  that  Heating  Arts, 
toe  organisation  which  commissioned 
the  neon  rone  at  Newport,  is  wide  of 
toe  mark  to  suggest  that  it  was  not 
paid  for  with  public  money.  Where  on 
earth  do  they  think  money  from  toe 
National  Lottery  comes  from? 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  ARMITAGE. 

6  Deben  Valley  Drive, 

Kesgrave,  Suffolk. 

March  28. 


From  Lord  Brabazon  of  Tara 
and  M  rAlastair  Layzell 

Sir.  We  are  delighted  to  (earn  that  toe 
Government’s  proposed  sale  at  auc¬ 
tion  of  the  world's  last  airworthy  de 
HaviUand  Comet  is  likely  to  be  called 
off  (report.  March  28).  Store  1963  this 
plane  has  flown  for  the  Defence  Eval¬ 
uation  and  Research  Agency  at  Bos- 
combe  Down,  ft  is  toe  last  flying  ex¬ 
ample  of  its  type  and  we  firmly  believe 
it  should  remain  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Comet  jet  airliner's  first  flight, 
in  July  1949,  flowed  from  a  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  wartime  committee 
headed  by  the  1st  Lord  Brabazon  of 
Tara.  In  May  1952.  when  BOAC  oper¬ 
ated  the  first  regular  jet  passenger  ser¬ 
vice  from  London  to  Johannesburg. 
Britain  led  toe  world.  Ir  was  toe 
Comet  which  inaugurated  the  first 
transatlantic  jet  service  in  I95S.  ft 
changed  the  history  of  flying. 

We  hope  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Defence  will  now  arrange  a  pri¬ 
vate  treaty  sale  of  the  Comet  to-toe  Na¬ 
tional  Air  Pageant  —  a  recently  form¬ 
ed  organisation  currently  applying  to 
the  Charity'  Commissioners  for  chari¬ 
table  status.  The  National  Air  Pageant 
would  arrange  for  it  to  be  kept  flying 
in  toe  skies  over  Britain,  to  appear  at 
air  shows  where  it  could  be  enjoyed  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people,  and 
to  be  on  view  to  toe  public. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRABAZON  of  TARA, 

ALASTAIR  LAYZELL 
(Founder.  The  Notional  Air  Pageant). 

68  Banersea  High  Street.  SW1I. 
March  2S. 


Racism  in  the  law 

From  Mr  Zia  H.  Rahman 

Sir,  Judge  Crawford's  disparaging  re¬ 
mark  giving  offence  to  ethnic  minori¬ 
ties  (report,  March  27)  must  surely 
discourage  members  of  such  minori¬ 
ties  from  entering  toe  law.  This  "re¬ 
grettable  slip"  does  nothing  to  dis¬ 
abuse  black  and  non-black  people 
alike  of  what  has  perhaps  become  a 
common  view:  that  our  judiciary  is 
breath  takingly  behind  the  times  and 
that  its  members  lead  lives  far  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  sphere  of  our  own. 

Things  must  change  and  there  is 
some  hope  they  will.  The  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor's  swift  and  stern  rebuke  is  to  be 
applauded.  Having  recently  returned 
from  several  years  in  toe  US  to  begin 
legal  studies  here,  I  am  heartened  by  a 
number  of  apparent  changes  under 
Lord  Mackay  of  Clashfern.  He  is, 
however,  wrong  on  one  thing.  Re¬ 
marks  such  as  Justice  Crawford’s,  he 
stales,  "do  wholly  disproportionate 
damage  to  the  reputation  of  justice 
and  ...  toe  judiciary".  Disproportion- 
ate?  No!  from  where  I'm  standing. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Z.  RAHMAN. 

173  Melrose  Avenue, 

Willesden  Green,  NW2. 

March  2S. 


Prone  to  error? 

From  Mr  Brian  Morgan 

Sir.  First  on  television,  now  in  your  re¬ 
port  (March  28),  we  have  been  inform¬ 
ed  toar  toe  tragic  victims  of  toe  cult 
mass  suicide  in  toe  US  were  discover¬ 
ed  "prone,  face  up"  in  toe  luxury 
house  they  bad  rented. 

Is  there  no  Si  John  first-aider  on 
your  editorial  staff,  who  would  in¬ 
stantly  have  known  toe  difference  be¬ 
tween  prone  —  lying  face  down,  and 
supine  —  lying  face  up?  As  1  recall, 
this  elementary  topic  came  quite  early 
in  my  first-aid  course. 

Yours  truly, 

B.  MORGAN, 

Manna.  Rectory  Lane. 

Great  Rissington. 

Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire. 

March  28. 


Mistaken  identity 

From  Mr  Frank  L  Shaw, 
Pro-Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  Central  England  in  Birmingham 

Sir,  All  Fools'  Day  notwithstanding,  I 
must  admit  —  as  an  Old  Nottingham¬ 
ian  — to  experiencing  a  brief  frisson  of 
concern  when  I  read  today  that  a  Bel¬ 
gian  lady  was  seeking  a  certain  Frank 
Shaw,  the  alleged  father  of  her  war¬ 
time  daughter,  now  aged  51. 

Never  have  l  been  so  pleased  to  ad¬ 
mit  to  having  served  to  toe  Royal 
Navy  rather  than  the  Sherwood  For¬ 
esters  (coincidentally,  my  father's 
first  World  War  regiment).  Even  so. 
this  misplaced  notoriety  has  provided 
my  family  with  much  amusement 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  SHAW, 

Pro-Chancellor. 

University  of  Central  England  in 
Birmingham. 

Perry  Bar.  Birmingham  B422SU- 
April  1. 


Short  for  protester? 

From  MrR.  E.  Nick  las 

Sir.  I  am  aware  of  toe  meanings  of 
Yuppy  and  Nimby,  but  what  is  a 
Swampy  (reports.  April  1  and  2)1 
Is  it  a  Sincere  Well-meaning  Ami¬ 
able  Motorway  Protester  or  one  who 
Shirks  Work  and  Argues  Make^ 
believe  Politics? 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  E.  N1CKLAS, 

42  Park  Lane, 

Cotttogham,  East  Yorkshire. 

April! 
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KENSINGTON  PALACE 
April  1  The  Princess  Margaret. 
Countess  of  Snowdon,  President. 
TJ?e  Guide  Association,  this  after¬ 
noon  ppened  the  Hawkins  Head* 

Sent  of  the  Alron  Westbrook 
Fcr  Guid*  m  Chanion  Park 
Road.  Alton.  : 

Her  Royal  Highness  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  Mr  Michael  Campbell 
| Deputy  Lieutenant  of  Hampshire). 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
April  2:  The  Duchess  of  Gloucester 
today  opened  the  Bennion  Centre 
and  the  Bradgate  Mental  Health 
Unit  at  Glen  Odd.  Leicester,  and 
later  opened  the  Royal  Leiwster- 
shte.  Rutland  and  WycJjffe  Sod- 
etywr  the  Blind's  Welcome  Home 
Project  Eyfes  MonselL  After¬ 
wards  Her  Royal  Highness 
opened  the  Hinckley  and  District 
Museum,  Hinckley,  and  later,  as 
Pal  ran.  National  Association  of 
Gifted  Children,  attended  a  dinner 
to  maiit  the  Association's  30th 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Princess  Royal  will  open  the 
World  Small  Animal  Veterinary 
Association  Congress.  Inter¬ 
nationa  1^  Convention  Centre. 
Bimtingmm.  at  4.00. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester,  as 
Patron  of  the  National  Association 
of  Decorative  and  Fine  Arts  Soci¬ 
eties  (NAD FAS],  will  attend  die 
Young  NADFAS  silver  jubilee  day 
at  Hampton  Court  Palace.  East 
Molesey.  Surrey,  at  2.40;  and  will 
attend  a  concert  in  aid  of  the* 
English  Speaking  Union's  Music 
Fund  at  Drapers*  Hall  at 
7.15. 


University 

appointment 

Cambridge 
King's  College 

Elected  into  junior  research  fellow¬ 
ship-in  human  geography  for  four 
years*  from  1  October  1997: 
Bronwyn  Catherine  Parry  BA 
(Sydney/. 


Anniversary  at  Hanover  Inter¬ 
national  Hotel,  Hinckley, 
Leicestershire. 

YORK  HOUSE 

April  1  The  Duke  of  Kent  this 
afternoon  visited  the  Welsh  Coun¬ 
cil  for  Voluntary  Action.  Crescent 
Road.  Caerphilly,  and  was  met  on 
arrival  fay  Her  Majesty's  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Mid  Glamorgan  (Mr 
Murray  McLaggan). 

His  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  visited  Ocean  Technical 
Glass  Limited,  Cardiff  Bay.  Car¬ 
diff.  and  was  met  on  arrival  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Lord-Lieutenant  or 
South  Glamorgan  (Captain  Nor¬ 
man  Lloyd  -  Edward  s  J . 

The  Duke  of  Kent  later  visited 
Techniques!.  Science  Discovery 
Centre.  Stewan  Street,  Cardiff 
Bay,  Cardiff,  and  as  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  this  evening  attended  a 
dinner  ai  Masonic  Hall.  Guildford 
Street,  Cardiff,  South  Glamorgan. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  King  Henry  IV.  reigned 
1399-1413.  Bolingbrote,  Lincoln¬ 
shire.  1367;  John  Abemethy,  .sur¬ 
geon,  London,  1764;  Leslie 
Howard,  actor.  London.  1893; 
Henry  Luce,  publisher  or  Time, 
Fortune .  Life.  Tengchow.  China. 
1998. 

DEATHS;  Bartolome  Murillo, 
painter.  Seville.  I6S2;  Reginald 
Heber,  bishop  and  hymn  writer. 
Trichinopoly.  India.  1S26;  Sir 
James  Clark  Ross.  Arctic  explorer. 
Aylesbury.  IS6i  Jesse  James,  out¬ 
law,  shot  dead,  St  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri,  1882:  Johannes  Brahms, 
composer.  Vienna.  1897;  Richard 
DTDyly  Cane,  promotor  of  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan  operas.  London.  1901; 
Kun  Weill,  composer.  New  York, 
1950;  Ferde  Grofe.  composer.  1972; 
Sir  Peter  Pears,  tenor,  Aldeburgh, 
1986;  Graham  Greene.  OM.  CH. 
novelist.  Vewey,  Switzerland.  1991. 
The  first  Pony  Express  started  the 
regular  2,000*nile  run  from  St 
Joseph.  Missouri,  to  Sacramento, 
California.  I860; 

Stalin  was  appointed  General 
Secretary  of  the  Communist  Party. 
1922. 

The  Britton  riots  began.  1981. 


Birthdays  today 


Mr  Alec  Baldwin,  actor.  39;  Profes¬ 
sor  Janet  Bately.  Professor  of 
English  Language  and  Medieval 
Literature.  King's  College  London. 
65:  Mr  Tony  Benn.  MP.  72;  Sir 
Jeffery  Bowman,  former  chair¬ 
man.  Price  Waterhouse  Europe. 
62;  Mr  Marion  Brando,  actor.  73; 
Mr  R.S.  Burman,  former  chair¬ 
man.  Association  of  British  Cham¬ 
bers  of  Commerce.  57:  Carton  A.D. ' 
Caesar,  former  Sub  Dean  of  HM 
Chapels  RtryaL,  -73:  Dr-  Dennis 
Farr,  former  director,  Couttauld 
Institute  Galleries;  68;  Mr  William,. 
Gaunt,  actor,  60;  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  KG.  78:  the  Rev  David 
Jones,  former  Headmaster. 


Bryans  ton  School,  63;  Herr 
Helmut  Kohl,  Chancellor  of 
Germany.  67;  Mr  Jonathan  Lynn, 
writer  and  actor.  54:  Mr  Eddie 
Murphy,  actor.  36:  Lord  Justice 
Nourse.  65;  Sir  John  Smith,  CH, 
former  MP.  74;  Mr  F.H-  Tate, 
former vice-chairman,  Tate  &  Lyle. 
84;  Sir.  Malcolm  Thornton,  MP.  58; 
Professor  Kathleen  TUlotson, 
Emeritus 1  Professor  of  English. 
Bedford  College;  London  Univer¬ 
sity.  91;  Dr„  H.C.  .  Tomlinson, 
Headmaster,  Hereford  Cathedral 
SdiooL,  49.’  Mr  John  Virgo, 
snooker  player.  51;  Professor  Sir 
Michael  Woodruff,  FRS.  surgeon, 
86.  * 


Rainbow  trout  being  released  from  a  motor  boat  yesterday  into  Southern  Water’s  Bewl  Water  reservoir  near  Lamberhuret,  Kent  Nearly 
10,000  trout  that  have  been  reared  in  cages  over  the  winter  will  be  put  into  the  reservoir  which  is  now  the  South  s  largest  fishing  area.  The 
water  level  is  high,  despite  low  rainfall,  thanks  to  a  new  £18  million  pumping  station  and  pipeline  bringing  water  from  the  River  Medway 


premium  Bond  Was  napalm  the  killer  of  Hercules? 

wmnPH  * 


winners 

The  following  Premium  Bond 
prizewinners  were  announced 
yesterday: 

£(00,000: 

15TN  254919.  winner  has  a  holding 
of  £1.027  and  comes  from  Strath¬ 
clyde:  27FL  593979.  £14,999.  Dor¬ 
set;  3ZWL  886049,  £250.  South 
Yorkshire:  22DW  755467.  E9J14. 
West  Sussex. 

£50.000: 

34BB  7S578&  E9.995.  West  Mid¬ 
lands:  27FZ  499842,  £5J7|.  Essex; 
12LB  238828.  £1.000.  Devon;  42PF 
811199.  £5.450,  Cheshire;  29GS 
403422.  £19.170.  Strathclyde;  46QZ 
240421.  £5,000,  West  Yorkshire; 
33KW  655404.  £4.090.  Cambridge¬ 
shire;  62SS  736172.  £20.000, 

Hertfordshire:  49AZ  805018. 
£3.003.  Strathclyde. 

£25,000: 

41 DL  493607.  £19.911,  Greater 
Manchester:  40LT  373774. 
£10.000.  Co  Down;  54NT  530480, 
£10,645,  Leicestershire;  40  KZ 
005068,  £1(1005.  London  Borough 
of  Waltham  Forest  63FS  371160. 
£15.000.  Mid  Glamorgan:  39VN 
501732,  £14,015.  Warwickshire: 
60QW  939182.  £10.000.  Warwick¬ 
shire;  32DF  39888a  £20.000. 
Merseyside;  1IML  483348, 
£20.000.  Lancashire;  49BL  667726, 
£12,935.  Wiltshire:  3134  715547. 
E225fL  Nottinghamshire;  40BB- 
768771,  £11,00,  Sumy;  9AB  671779, 
EUijOO..  -Nottinghamshire;  3GQL 
539921  £19.710.  Comvyall;  ilLT  ■ 
248576.*:  £21  .  Worth '  Voiishire; . 
48EN  949139,  £13,091  Surrey; 
30BP  558931  EiaOOO,  London 
Borough  of  Wandsworth. 


By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


THE  famous  Greek  myth  of  the 
lolling  of  HemkJes  with  a  flaming 
robe  may  have  a  basis  in  simple 
chemistry,  a  resent  study  shows. 
The  death  of  Jason's  paramour 
Glauke  in  the  Euripides  play 
Medea  uses  the  same  dramatic 
device,  and  may  be  based  on  the 
same  phenomenon. 

According  to  the  myth,  Herakles 
{or  Hercules]  shot  the  centaur 
Nessus  for  abducting  his  wife 
Deianeira.  The  dying  Nessus  told 
her  to  collect  his  blood,  mix  it  with 
oil,  and  keep  it  in  an  airtight 
container:  if  Herakles  strayed,  he 
could  be  won  back  by  impregnat¬ 
ing  his  clothing  with  the  mixture. 

When  this  happened.  Deianeira 
sent  her  husband  a  tunic  thus 
treated,  with  the  message  that  it 
should  touch  nobody's  skin  but 
his,  and  should  not  be  exposed  to 
light,  heat,  or  moisture.  After  her 
messenger  had  left,  however,  a 
piece  of  the  fabric  that  had  fallen  in 
the  couriyard  burst  into  flames, 
and  Deianeira  realised  she  had 
been  tricked. 

When  Herakles  donned  die  robe 
it  burst  into  flames,  corroding  his 
skin  and  boiling  his  bload.-When 
he  tried  to  rip  it  off  his  flesh  came 
with  it,  and  when  he  plunged  in 
agony  into  a  stream  it  burnt  die 
more  fiercely.  Finally,  as  Sopho- 
des  records  in  The  Trachinion 
Women  around  43d  BC,  Herakles' 
threw  himself  onto  an  attar-fire, 
and  his  spirit  rose  to  Olympus  as . 
the  flames  consumed  his  body.  r 
i  Euripides's.  Medea  «Hs  “ftat ; 
when  Jason  left  Medea  for  the 
Corinthian  Princess  Glauke.  the 
former  treated  a  robe  with  secret 


substances  “that  stored  up  the 
powers  or  fire"  and  sent  it  to  her 
rival  in  an  airtight  casket,  with  the 
message  that  only  Glauke  should 
open  it.  When  she  tried  the  gown 
on.  it  burst  into  "dinging  streams 
of  unnatural  devouring  fire"  that 
melted  her  flesh. 

Ancient  Greek  vases  depict  the 
two  stories  from  the  5th  century  BC 
onwards,  as  Roman  sculptures 
did  later.  Dr  Adrienne  Mayor 
suggests  that  the  striking  parallels 
between  the  tales  reflect  “some  real 
but  extraordinary  fire  phenom¬ 
enon". 

In  both,  new  clothing  was 
treated  with  secret  substances, 
which  had  to  be  kept  from  light 
air.  and  moisture;  in  both  the 
flames  were  very  hot  and  corro¬ 
sive.  ooukl  not  be  extinguished 
with  water,  and  clung  to  the  flesh, 
rather  like  napalm.  Dr  Mayor  says 

in  Archaeology. 

Napalm  is  a  mixture  of  petrol 
and  a  sticky  base:  similar  natural 
crude  oils  with  volatile  light  frac¬ 
tions  such  as  naphtha  are  found  in 
the  Middle  East  and  in  a  few 
places  in  Greece  and  Italy,  and  are 
noted  in  anbient  texts  as  being  used 
for  both  lighting  and  warfare,  as 
wdl  as  in  textile  finishing. 

In  the  time  of  Soph  odes  and 
Euripides,  the  Spartans  used  a 
flaming  mixtuife  of  pitch  and 
sulphur  during  the  Pdopponesian 
Warin  430‘and'424BC  while  in  69 
BC.at  Samosata.on  the  Euphrates 
the  Romans' were  attacked  with  “a 
flammable  mud. called  maltha .  i. . 
it  sticks  to  anything  it  touches, 
water  merely  mates  it  hum  more 
fiercely”.  The  Roman  authors 


Pliny  and  Plutarch  thought  Me¬ 
dea  must  haw  used  naphtha, 
while  Seneca  felt  “the  fire  that 
lurks  in  sulphur"  was  an  ingredient 
“The  evidence  points  to  three  key 
substances  —  petroleum,  sulphur, 
and  lime."  Dr  Mayor  says.  "Petro¬ 
leum  products  are  notorious  for 
flowing,  clinging,  unquenchable 
flames;  sulphur  burns  at  extremely 
high  temperatures,  and  releases 
sulphuric  add  as  it  liquefies,  and 
quicklime  sprinkled  with  water 
can  generate  enough  beat  to  com¬ 
bust  spontaneously", 

AD  three  were  used  in  ancient 
textile  manufacture,  for  pigment 
softening  and  cleansing,  or 
waterproofing.  If  some  remained 
on  doth  which  had  been  kept  in  a 
sealed  container,  water  could  set  it 
alight.  Theophrastus  noted  that 
“ships  laden  with  new  cloaks 
sometimes  go  down  in  flames 
when  water  ignites  the  lime  resi¬ 
due  in  the  wool.”  and  the  Romans 
used  a  tunica  molesta  impreg¬ 
nated  with  naphtha,  which  caught 
fire  and,  according  to  Seneca,  was 
used  by  Nero  on  Christians. 

Such  strange  effects,  when  first 
encountered  by  the  Greeks,  could 
well  have  led  id  speculation  and 
incorporation  into  stories  that 
rationalised  and  explained  diem. 
Dr  Mayor  suggests.  She  believes 
that ,  because  women  produced  , 
cloth!,  their  access  to  such  perilous 
technology  led  to  the  myths  of 
Herakles  and  Glauke,  in  wnichthe 
implications  ~of  their  abuse  were 
explored  for  Greek  society  as  a 
whole. 

Source:  Archaeology  Vol  JO  No.  t 
54-58. 


Luncheon 

Canaria-t  fty  (Ttamtyr 
of  Commerce 

Mr  David  P.  O'Brien  of  Canadian 
Pacific  was  the  guest  of  honour 
and  speaker  at  a  luncheon  of  the 
Canada-United  Kingdom  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  held  yesterday  at 
the  Tower  Thistle  Hotel.  Mr 
Michael  Chapman,  president  of 
the  chamber,  presided.  The  Ca¬ 
nadian  High  Commissioner.  Vis¬ 
count  Weir,  Lord  Shaughnessy 
and  die  Agent  Genera]  for  British 
Columbia  were  among  the  guests. 


Dinner 

Australia  British  Chamber 
of  Commerce  (UK) 

Dr  Don  Brash,  Governor  of  the 
Reserve  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
was  the  guest  of  honour  and 
speaker  at  a  dinner  of  the  Australia 
British  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(UK),  the  New  Zealand  United 
Kingdom  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Industry  and  TRADENZ  held 
last  night  at  New  Zealand  House. 
Mr  Brian  Harris.  Chairman  of 
AfiCC  presided  and  Mr  John 
Col  tinge.  High  Commissioner  for 
New  Zealand  also  spoke.  Mr  John 
Waugh.  Senior  Trade  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  TRADENZ.  and  Mr 
Alan  Brown.  Agent  General  for  the 
Stale  of  Victoria,  were  among  the 
guests. 


Latest  wills 

Viscount  Beustcd.  banker.  Direc¬ 
tor  Hill  Samuel  Group  1965-87,  of 
London  SE19,  left  estate  valued  at 
E3J8L1J46  net.  He.  left  bis  .estate' 
mostly  to  relatives. 

Lord  Mayhew.  of  London  SW20, 
left  estate  valued  at  E6I5J21  net 


Forthcoming-- 
marriages  j$. 

The  Hon  J.H.C  Harris  — 
and  Miss  J.N.G.  Fofford-Dobson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  eldest  son  of 
Viscount  and  Viscountess 
FttzHarris.  of  GrtyweU  HUi, 
Hampshire,  and  Jemima,  eldest 
daughter  of  Captain  Michael 
Fulford-Dobson,  KN.  and  Mrs 
FulforcJ-Dohson.  of  Ceroe  Abbey, 
Dorset  ; 

Mr  A.M.JC  Bartow 
and  Miss  V.M.  Buxton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael,  sou  of  Sir  John 
Bartow.  Bt,  aid  Lady  Btuiow.  of 
Cheshire,  and  Veronica,  youngbr 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrc  Andrews 
Buxton,  of  Bentley  Park,  Ipswich;. 
Suffolk. 

Mr  PA.  Chitty 

and  Miss  KA  Hoarr  i* 

The  engagement  is  announced;  > 

between' Philip,  elder  son  of  M&; 
Anthony  Chitty,  of  Brighton,  and ,j 
of  Mrs  Arm  Lockyer.  of  Burgess .  ■ 

HAL  Sussex,  and  Kate,  younger., 
daughter  of  Sir  Thnofhy  and  Lady  ' 
Hoare,  of  Islington,  London. 

Mr  S.CE.  Marshall  *■£ 

and  Miss  K.  Gregor  t,;. 

The  engagement  is-  announced, 
between  Simon,  son  of  Mr  a nil0 
Mrs  Jeremy  Marshall,  of  Bourn)'; 
Cambridgeshire,  and  Kate,  daughr ! 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Robert  Gregorr  ; 
of  Lan gland,  Swansea. 

Mr  J.D.  May 

and  Miss  A.EJ4.  Mason  "■ 

The  engagement  is  .announced" 
between  Justin  Dieter,  elder  son  of/ 

Mr  and  Mrs  Dieter  May.  of  Forest1 7 
Row,  East  Sussex,  arid  Antonia:7 
Eugenie  Home,  elder  daughter  of : 

Mr  and  Mrs  Nicholas  Mason,  of. 
Wixxton  St  Lawrence,  Hampshire^ 

Mr  J.K.  van  Nieuwemlroixen  " 
and  Miss  Miranda  Grant  ‘  r 

of  Glenmoriston  w>. 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Johan  KareL  son  of  tftg; 
lafe  Mr  Jacob  Roeiof  van-, 
Nieuwenhuizen  and  or  Mrs  van.] 
Nieuwenhuizen.  of  AmersfoorL.. 

The  Netherlands,  and  Minmdit : 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  lajrj 
Giant  of  Glenmoriston. 

Mr  Q  J.  Quarterman  .  ,]■ 

and  Miss  J  A.  Threapleton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Quentin,  son  of  Mr  anti',' 

Mrs  Maxwell  Quarterman.  of  East1' 
POrtlemouth,  Devon,  and  Julie, _ 
younger  daughter  of  Major  and 
Mrs  Thomas  Threapleton,  of  East¬ 
bourne,  East  Sussex. 

Mr  NA  Spells 

and  Miss  AJ.  Rawlings- Lloyd  ■ 

The  engagement  is  announced  tz 
between  Nigel,  son  of  Mr  and  Mis 
Spells,  of  Canterbury.  Kent,  and 
Amanda,  daughter  of  Captain  and 
Mrs  RawtingSrUqyd.  of  Lower 
Seeding,  West  Sussex. 
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Marriage 


Mr  J.WJJ.  Ewart 

and  the  Hon  Mrs  E.  Jackson  ' . 

The  marriage  took  place  oh-' 
Wednesday.  April  2.  1997  at  tifte'' 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and-- 
Our  Lady.  Aston-le- Walls,  of  Mr. 
John  Ewart,  of  Astrop  Part  - 
Northamptonshire,  to  Mrs.; 
Susannah  Jackson,  (nee  Chaytor) 
of  Cottisford,  Oxfordshire,  widow; 
of  the  Hon  Edward  Jackson.  Mgr' 
Graham  Adams  officiated. 


BMD&  0171  6806880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982- 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


Then  ttm  women  went  out  and 
xan  away  fnwn  the  tomb, 
trembling  with  namunt 
Tlwy  said  nothing  to  anyone, 
- '  tm  they  me  ofinid.  Made 
16  :  8 


BIRTHS _ 

BELL-THOMAS  -  On  24th 
March  at  Llaodoagh 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  to  Susan 
and  Alan,  a  son.  Alexander 

Harri 

BBte  -  On  29th  Match  at  The 
Rutland  Hospital  to  JnUa 
Noble  and  Bay,  a  daughter, 

Emma  Alexandra,  a  sister  for 

Joahna. 

BON  NAN  -  Janies  Alexander 
bom  31st  March  1997  to 
Stare  and  Maree,  at  Georgo 
Town  Hospital,  Cayman 
Islands,  British  West  buttes. 
7Um.  and  all  is  wall. 
BOVWDn  -  On  Good  Friday, 
28  tb  March  1997,  to 
Victoria  (n6e  Black)  and 
^Nicholas,  a  JKZD,  Christopher 
■  John  Haiti  ST- 

BOWLBI  -  On  28th  March  to 
Elizabeth  Cnee  Watnwmgh) 
and  James,  a  daaghtm,  Sarah 
EUsabetb.  a  sister  for  Adam. 
BROMWICH  4pn  29th  March 
1997  to  lUfeve  (n4e  Swan) 
and  Simon,  a  daughter, 
Harriet  BHxabeth  Delidre 
j  Ann,  a  stater  for  Max  j 

CADBURY  -  On  Munch  25  th  , 
1997,  to  Karen  (n 6e  OVMan)  ■ 
and  Nicholas,  a  son.  Edward 
t  Argent.  I 

da  WtNTON  -  On  22nd  March 
to  r  .mills  (nfa  Pxeston)  and 

fihony.  a  son.  iHchaeL 
ITT-  On  March  30th  1997 
St  TtKanas'  Hospital  to 
AnnabeUe  C ate  Wales)  and 
Christ  op  bei*,  a  son,  Edward 
Christopher  Soger. 

SMIWlStE  -  On  30th  March 
.1997,  to  Fiona  Cnee 
Stebhtegs)  and  Julian,  a  son,. 
William.  A  brother  for 
Sophie. 

«OLEN  -  On  12  th  March  in 
fAlthk,  to  Christopher  and 
Christine  (nfc  Bruce),  a 
daughter.  La  axis,  s  sister  to 
Alex  and  Calnm. 

SBAlfT  -  To  Kdt«  Cntfa  Extern) 
NKd  Richard,  a  daughter 
Itckel  Louise,  Bibs  13o*  on 
1st  April  at  The  John 
Badeliffe  Hospital,  Oxford. 
HAMRO  -  On  March  29th  at 
tm  Portland  Hospital  to 
Bsftif  Ode  Ward  Jones)  and 
AL&  a  daughter  jMftima,  a 
Mater  for  Benjiiam 
HOMROCK8  -  On  26th  Mat^ 
1997  in  London  to  Kate  Coot 
Sheridan)  and  Patau  a  ton, 
Edward  Leslie  Sheridan.  ■ 
KERR-DINEEM  -  On  22nd 
Tebruarj  to  I»equl  and 
Michael,  a  son,  Edward 
Graham. 

KMQBCY  -  Oa  ZStn  March  1 997 
to  Natasha  Owe  bm™)™ 
Cyril,  a  son,  Maximilian 
■Andrew  Frond*,  a  brother 
for  Alexander,  Tatiana  and 
Anastasia. 

MAHWA  -  On  jadi  27*  a* 
The  Portland  Hospstal  to 


Mina,  a  son,  Kit,  a  brother 
•for  jafce-EIliott. 

RAYMER  -  On  Starch  271VM 
Patricia  (nee  Fiaclwm)  and 
Anthony,  a  son  Hugo,  a 
brother  for  Rachel  and 
Molly. 

SAMUBL  -  On  April  2nd  » 
Irene  at  Chelsea  and 
Westminster  Htmital  *  *«*n 
Benjamin  Edward. 


BIRTHS 


SCHOnELD  -  On  March  30th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Dawn  and  Anthony,  ■  son. 
Admiral  Donovan,  a  brother 
for  O'Brien  and  Octavia. 

SHORN  -  On  March  27th  at  St 
Thomas*  Hospital,  to  Deacon 
and  Sheila,  a  son,  Arricos 
John  Samuel. 

THOMAS  -  To  Adam  <n 6 
Robson)  and  Tig,  a  son, 
Raphael  Love  joy  Arrian,  born 
in  Paris  on  April  Fools'  Day, 

.  an  ally  for  Fabian  and  a 
blessing  to  us  all.  Mulnua  in 
Phrvo. 

WOMBtSLEV  -  On  March  10th 
to  Six  (Me  Whitmore)  and 
Peter,  a  daughter,  Ella 
Chariotte  Elizabeth. 


MARRIAGES 


HAIGHtMARBECK  -  At  All 
Saints  Church.  Croft  an  on 
Easter  Saturday  Jason  Derek, 
son  of  Mi  and  Mrs  D. 
Matbeck  of  Oossop  to  8  nth 
Ewimn  Vkglnin,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  D.  Halgh  of 
Croftcm,  Yorkshire. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


HART -CHERRY  Denys  t 
.April  2nd  1947,  Uw 
Row  In  Enfield,  EN2 


DEATHS 


AJLEXAHOHl  -  Sir  Norman  PhD. 
DSC  CBE.  On  March  26th 
MoceAiUr  In  U»  eleep.  la 
hla  9 1st  year,  after  a 

distinguished  career  in 
Commonwealth  Dnlzerrides. 
funeral  at  Exeter  and  D*nm 
Crematorium  on  Wednesday 
April  16  th  at  2pm.  Punber 
OeaUs  from  A.  White  A  Sons. 
Tel!  01363  772043.  Fam 
01363  774868.  Memorial 
Event  In  London  to  be 


ALLWOOthCOPPlM  -  Bouald 
Stewart  (Cop).  Peacefully  at 
Poole  General  Hospital  after 
a  short  illness.  Sadly  wori 
Funeral  at  Poole 
Crematorium  Friday  4th 
April  10.30-  ftuaily  flowers. 
Donations  in  hw  to  Royal 
Maredea  Hospital  Cancer 
Research. 

BADEN  FULLER  •  Alfred 
Aubonn  suddenly  and 
peacefully  on  March  27th  at 
Lancaster  Lodge  in 
Wimbledon  aged  90  years. 
Alfred  Aubone,  Commons 
Commissioner,  Bencher  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  widower  ef 
Alice,  much  tored  father  of 
Kate-Margaret,  Fanny  and 
Charles  and  grandfather  of 
Laura  and  Colin.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  John  the 
Baptist  Church,  Spencer 
Hill,  Wimbledon  on  Friday 
llfo  April  at  2  pro.  followed 
by  private  crematlon- 
Enq.ulr1.es  to  Hears  If 
CottazHX,  169  Merton  Road, 
5W18,  teb  £0181)  874-7698. 


DEATHS 


BIRD  -  Dr.  George.  Director  of 
The  West  Midlands  Blood 
Transfusion  Service  1965- 
1981,  passed  away  on  March 
28th  1997  aged  80  years. 
Mach  loved  husband,  father 
and  grandfather;  Service  and 
cremation  at  Robin  Hood 
Crematorium.  Birmingham, 
on  Monday  April  7th  at 
230pm.  Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  in  Hsu  for  "Dr. 
George  Blid  Memorial  Fund" 
may  be  sear  to  V.  Morton  ft 
Sons  Ltd,  Funeral  Directors, 
705,  Bristol  Bond  South, 
Birmingham  B31  2JT  by 
April  21st  please.  I 

BRIGGS  -  Robert  Lionel, 
passed  peacefully  away  oa 
27th  March  after  ensuring 
that  all  was  well  for  his  wife 
Winifred.  Until  the  end  he 
was  a  caring  ibooghtfal 
provider  for  all  hta  family. 
He  will  be  lovingly 
remembered  by  Hugh  Oils 
son),  and  Hugh’s  partner, 
Julie,  and.  by  Ben  (grandson) 
and  Jemma  (grand  daughter) 
in  New  Zealand. 


BRITTON  -  On  March  27th  , 
1997,  Junes  Duncan  Britton  1 
D.S.C  aged  .  75  years. 
Peacefully  la  his  sleep. 
Service  at  Taunton 
Crematorium  on  April  4th  at 
230  pm.  Family  downs  only, 
donations  If  desired  for 
Royal  British  Legion 
(Dunkirk  House)  C/O 
Anthony  Junes  F/D,  30  Lion 
d’ Augers,  Ford  Road, 
WIveHscombe,  Somerset 


CAFLAN  -  Margaret  Joan  (nee 
Bray)  died  peacefully  28th 
March  aged  81.  deeply  loved 
and  Jovfog  wife  of  leedcut 
-  survived  and  greatly  grieved 
by  bar  daughters  Sally,  feme 
I  and  Charlotte,  hex 
grandchildren  Daniel, 
Gideon,  Jessica  and  Samoa) 
and  her  Meter  Molly.  Funeral 
on  Tuesday  8th  April 
1.30pm  at  Mortiake 
1  Crematorium,  fondly  flowers 
only.  Donations  if  desired  to 
Tha  Alzheimer  Disease  Soci¬ 
ety;  enquiries  to  Andrew 
Holmes  ft  Son  (D1S1  572 
3277).  Grateful  thanks  to 
everyone  at  Strawberry  wni 
Noising  Home. 


MUHMRIS  -  Priscilla  Jans 
(Billie)  nee  Bowring, 
suddenly  on  diet  March, 
aged  53.  Funeral  at  Sl 
Lawrence's  Church, 
Hungerford,  Monday  7th 
April  or  230.  Donadans  If 
desired  to  NSPCG.  Flowers  to 
Franklin  ft  Son,  6  Oxford 
Street,  Ramsbury, 

MSIborough  SNB  2PG.  ■ 

EPARCV- Qn  30th  March,  judy 
(a«fe  Reed),  aged  86, 
peacefully  after  a  brave 
struggle  against  illness. 
Private  family  funeral  at 
Putney  Vale  Crematorium 
(Wait  Chapel)  on  Friday 

.  April  4th,  at  3 -15pm.  Family 

flower*  only. 

6REEN  -  Francis  Archibald 
ROXochstey.  Retired  Captain 
KA.  Crete  da  Co  an*  194$. 
Died  1st  April  1997.  Dearly 
Uned  husband  of  the  law 
Araorei  and  much  loved 
friend  of  HaaeL 


ELLIOTT  -  On  27th  March 
peacefully  after  a  short 
illness  Major  JJLH.  (Mike) 
Elliott  K£-  retired.  Lately 
Chairman  of  Roughton  ft 
Partners.  Beloved  2ms  band 
of  Christine,  much  loved 
father  and  grandfathar. 
Funeral  Service  at  St  Mary's 
Church,  Cbarlbury,  on 
Tuesday  8Ut  April  at  11  in 
Family  flowers.  Dona  do  ns  if 
desired  for  The  Corner 
House  and  Charlbury 
Memorial  Hall  payable  to 
AL  Bole  ft  San  cfo  Btdston 
Close,  Over  Norton,  Oxan. 
0X7  SPP. 

HARDMAN  -  William  James 
(BUI).  3rd  July  1936-3 1st 
March  2997  of  Dubai,  DAE. 
and  of  Boa  ting  ton.  West 
Sussex.  Founder  and 
Managing  Director  of  Etcome 
ZnzeznatfanaJ,  Dubai  1969. 
Went  down  with  all  flags 
Hying  and  with,  full  honours 
after  a  courageous  battle 
against  rhe  Ag  C.  He  is 
deeply  loved  and  will  always 
be  missed  by  bis  wife,  Halim, 
his  boys  William,  Keith  and 
Michael,  by  their  wire*,  by 
Ids  4  ipandcMMrsn.  by  his 
father-in-law.  Martin  and  by 
the  many  people  who  knew 
him  and  whose  lives  be 
touched,  rstm  alive-  (In  our 
hearts),  Fnneral  Service  to 
be  bald  at  Our  Lady  Star  of 
the  Sea  R.C.  C3j  urcJh,  Vermont 
Drive,  East  Preston,  West 
Sussex  230pm  Tuesday  8th 
April  1997  followed  by  a 
Service  at  Worthing 
Donations  Id 
lieu  of  flowers  please  to 
RJf.L.1.  Enquiries  and 
donations  can  be  mads 
through  F.A.  Hollands 
Funeral  Directors  16  Ash 
Lane,  Rnsringt  on.  Tel:  01903 
771010. 

■JHMWEU.  .  on  Monday  31st 
March  peacefully  at  The 
Royal  Free  Hospital, 
Hampstead.  Hanna  aged  72. 
Widow  of  Zdhlsw  Usmans 
Jedwefl,  mother  of  Andrew 
.  and  long  standing  friend  to 
many.  Cremation  at  Golden 
.  Green  Crematorinm  on 
Wednesday  9th  April  at  2pm. 
Flowers  to  Lever  ton  ft  Sons, 
39  Brent  Street,  HW4  Or 
donations  to  AetwiHf  and 
Rheumatism  Council  for 
Research,  Gopeman  House, 

St  Mary'*  Gate.  Chemiflald 
S41  7m 

NB1Y  -  Peacefully  at  Oxford 
on  31st  March.  Rev  Dr  John 
Norman  Davidson  Kelly, 
formerly  Principal'  of  at 
Edmund  Hall,  Oxford  and 
Canon  of  Chichester, 
beloved  Uncle  and  Great- 
Unci*.  Service  for  family  and 
friends  at  St  Edmund  Hall 
Chapel  at  11  am  on  Tuesday 
Btb  April.  For  details  phone 
The  Lodge,  St  Edmund  HaQ 
01865  279000.  Ns  Downs  . 
plane,  Bat  donations  to  Sir  1 
Michael  Sobell  House, 
Churcbm  Hospital,  Oxford.  A 
Memorial  Service  will  be 
held  later. 

IAMFARD  -  On  23  id  March  I 
1997  David  Austin  Lampard 
DFC  aged  73  of  Atwater, 
California.  Husband  of 
Nails,  father  and 
grandfather,  brother  of 
nmtfau  SHlsvaa  of  Whaley 
Bridge  »"*  t^wnf***1 

of  Aldeburgh.  A  very  brave 


LEHMANN  -  Ralph  Joseph  MVH  -  On  March  30th  1997 


(1927-1997)  passed  flinty 
an  25th  March  after  a  short 
Ubwss.Tha  funeral  was  held 
at  Edgwarehury  Lane 
Cemetery,  London.  Deeply 
mourned  by  Talla,  Ronel, : 
Otdan  end  Eldon  -  family, 
friends  and  colleagues. 

LYONS  -  Sasha  died  suddenly 
31st  March  1997  an  holiday 
In  Zimbabwe.  Private 
cremation. 

MacIVER  .  On  28th  March 
1997  suddenly,  but 
peacefully  at  his  home. 
Doctor  Angus  Gordon 
Ma  elver  MJL  MIC.  PATH. 
Adored  husband  of  Vickie 
and  much  loved  father  of 
Nicholas,  Timothy  and 
Jeremy.  Resting  now  with  bis 
little  sod  vnnitim.  Funeral 


aged  90  years:  Peacefully, 
Butley  House  mj,  Bzaml ey, 
Surrey.  Margaret  Graeme 
Niven  KOI,  will  be  sadly 
uttered  by  her  many  ftionds. 
Service  at  All  Saints  Church, 
Wlilcy,  Surrey  oa  Thursday 
10th  April  lLASam.  Family 
flowers  only.  If  wished 
donations  for  the  Artists 
General  Benevolent  1st. 
Enquiries  to  Robert  Ayttag 
F fs  01483  667333. 

PAYNE  -  John  David  suddenly 
at  home  at  Wbltton  House. 
Ceynbam,  on  Saturday , 
March  29th  1997  aged  43.  i 
Denx  husband  of  Anne,  | 
loving  father  of  Lucy  and 
MlchaeL  Funeral 

arrangements  to  be 
announced  Inter.  All 
enquiries  please  to  Graham 
Heimn  Funeral  Director;  teb 
(01584)  856273. 


Service  Christ  Church,  (01584)  856273. 
Clifton,  Bristol  on  po,™™  . 
Wednesday  9th  April  at  ■* 


(MadrvSrWtoD  14  HaDdn  gaggft. 

Street,  London  SW1X  7DP.  on  Friday  II th  April  1997  a l 
Enquiries  to  Keith  C  Brinon 

h  ^  MiMHM-  Betty  on  April  1st 


Henry.  On  30th  March  1997. 
Peacefully  after  a  short 
illness,  Loving  father  of 
CUve  and  NalL  Service  at 
Peterborough  Crematorium 
on  Friday  11th  April  1997  at , 
11am. 


High  Street;  Yhttoa,  Nwth  (Betty  Saunders  of  the 
Somerset.  Tel:  01934  Church  Times)  after  a  long 
««ns.  Alness,  but  reporting  to  the 

and.  Dear  wife  of  Basil. 

MAJLLMT  EDa.  Baton  dawn  Mother  of  BED,  Rate.  LonJsa. 
oa  March  27th  1997.  in  bet  Etta,  Eddie  and  Charlotte.  | 
95th  year,  the  traveller  and  Grandmother  of  Tom, 
writer  left  us  for  her  ’-Return  Georgia,  Felix  and  Elsa., 

to  the  JUght".  A  ceremony  in  Funeral  Maes  at  St  Mary 
Ella's  memory  will  take  Brookfield,  Dartmouth  Park 
place  at  the  Calvalre  In  Road.  London  NW5  at 
ChandoUn  on  12th  April,  2.30pm,  Monday  April  7, 
1997,  at  14-DOhrs-  Family  followed  by  private 
and  friends,  “Aichala”  CH  ■  Cremation.  Flowers  to 
3961  Chandolln,  Lovett  on  ft  Sana  Ltd,  249 

I  Switzerland  Kentish  Town  Rood,  London 

mwL 

S”  Mareh  3001  SHEPHERD  -  Joan  passed  away 
1997  at  St  Mary's  Hospital,  peacefully  on  Saturday  29th 
Portsmouth,  Harry  Francis  March.  She  will  be  sadly 


Elliott  (Frank},  dear 
husband  of  Olga,  loving 
father  of  Vivien  and  Loma, 
grandfather  of  Patrick, 
Alexandra,  Victoria  and 
Jeremy  and  great¬ 
grandfather  at  Sarah. 


MEADMORE  -  On  31  Friday  4th  April  followed  by 

after  a  short  but  courageous  Interment  at  Thorpe 

battle,  Geoffrey  aged  85.  Cametary. 

*****  ■  Ea*t«r 

f  >  “°™5  after  a  long  abreas,  Egbert 


peacefully  on  Saturday  29th 
Maicb.  She  will  be  sadly 
arisaad  by  her  devoted 
husband  Robert  and  her 
loving  children  Deborah, 
Christopher  and  Nicholas 
and  their  wives  and : 
husband,  also  her  six  grand- ; 
chfldzen.  Funeral  will  be  at 
Line  Church  at  11am  on 
Friday  4th  April  followed  by 
Interment  at  Thorpe 
Cemetery. 


father  of  Charlotte,  and 
dearly  beloved  iiwhm**«*Imw 
ef  Lisa  and  Mimi  Funeral 
5arvlee  at  MerUaka 
Crematorium  on  Monday 
April  7th  at  3pHL  All 
enquiries,  and  cat  flowers 
only  or  donadans  for  Trinity 
Hospice  to  J  H  Kenyan,  49 
Marines  Road.  Kensington, 
W86LA.  Telephone  0X71 
937  0757.  ‘’Eternally 
youthful”. 

NELSON  -  Doctor  Hairy  on 
April  In  aged  91.  Peacefully 
at  home.  Funeral  Service  at 
St  Martin*  Brampton  llttm 
Saturday  April  Sih. 


Philip,  hnaband  of  Joan  and  , 
father  of  Christopher  and  \ 
Stephen.  Fonaral  1030  am 
on  Wednesday  9th  April  at 
Surrey  and  Sussex 
Crematorium,  Worth.  Pemfly 
flowers  only.  Donations,  if 
desired,  to  Marie  Curie 
Centre,  Csterham  c/o  WA. 
Truelove  ft  Soil  187  Croydia 
Road,  Cateriom.  Surrey  CK3 
6FH. 

SWAM  ■*  Andrew  AB.  on  March 
30th  suddenly  -  la 
Switzerland.  Husband  of 
FhDtepa.  Private  cremation. 
Sexnco  at  lhrrant  Kush  ion 
Church  '  at  2^0pm  on 
Thursday  10th  ApriL  No 
flowers  please.  Donarions  In 
lien  to  British  Heart 
Foundation  c/o  Collin  Close 
IB  FOsbtUT  Street, 
BtaadfouMhusec  DT1Z  7AXL 


ciret ai  Hsu  to  British  Hea« 

™  SSL  Foundation  cfo  CoiBn  dan 

Batton  TOSOth  March.  lfa»ai  JB  FOsbury  Street, 

°t  Vln^aa-  afandfotd,  Dorset  PT11 7AP. 

Funam  private.  Donations 

m  ms  memory  to  The  British  TUDOR  -  Henry  of  Durham 
Heart  Foundation  may  be  university.  Died  Sunday 

seat  c/o  L.  Fulcher  80  .  30th  March  in  America,  after 
Whiting  Street,  Bury  St  a  short  Illness.  Memorial 

Edmunds.  Service  to  be  arranged. 


SWHBUIME  -  Julia.  Beloved 
daughter  of  Mrs  Joan 
Swinburne  and  the  late 
James  Swinburne  and 
brother  of  Miles  of 
Sherborne,  Dorset.  Died 
suddenly  on  31st  March 
1997.  No  flowers  please. 
Donations  to  the  RBJPJOA.  if 
desired.  Enquiries  (o  Eason 
Funeral  Services,  Newell, 
Sherborne. 

VICARS  -  Alfred  Henry.  Died 
peacefully  3lst  March  in  Ida 
90th  yeax.  Much  loved  and 
sadly  missed  by  Ms  children 
Jane,  Elizabeth,  Geoffrey, 
Ruth,  PhlUp  and  their 
families.  Funeral  Monday 
April  7th  430piB  Bamlall^ 
Park  Crematorium, 
Loachethead.  No  flowers  at 
Us  request. 

VON  SSSGER  .  Iris  Monica 
(nee  Bradford)  on  March 
29th  1997  at  Umsumbe, 
NataL  Beloved  wife  of  the 
late  Dieter,  dear  mother  of 
MSct;  Bfehaid.  Adrian  and 
Valda  and  much  loved 
grandmother. 

WATKIN  -  Marie -Leonora 
peacefully  on  29th  March  at 
St  Heller  Hospital, 
Cazsbalton  aged  95.  Much 
loved  mother  of  Paul  and 
Helen,  grandmother  of  Thu. 

I  Toby  and  Lahma.  Funeral  on 
Wednesday  9th  April  at 
lOaa  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  Edge  Hill. 
Wimbledon  followed  by 
private  interment. 

WILLIAMS  -  Chris  doe  Frida 
(widow  of  Lennard). 
Peacefully  on  29th  March  in 
a  Hunpehlre  Hospital  after 
a  abort  illness.  Greatly 
ndsaed  by  her  family,  carers 
and  friends.  Service  at 
11.30am  on  Monday  7th 
April  at  Aldershot 
Crematorium.  No  flowers. 
WRSOM  -  On  Raster  Sunday 
March  30th  1997,  William 
Ian  Scott  dud  Loved  and 
loving  husband  of  Joyce, 
father  of  BUesn,  Donald, 
Alastalr  and.  Jennifer. 
Grandfather  of  Joseph,  1 
Nelson,  James,  Alexander, 
Isabelle,  William,  Thomas 
and  Sarah.  Funeral  at  St 
Margaret's,  Femhurst  at 
2.00pm  oa  Monday  7th 

April,  followed  by  Cremation 

at  Guildford  Crematorium, 
family  only.  Family  flowers. 
Donations  to  LRU. 
Enquiries  to  LF-  Union  & 
Son,  NOrth  Street.,  BUdhunt, 
West  Stunex,  G029  9DQ,  teb 
01730  813264. 


SERVICES _ 

PLUMP  PARTNERS  National  Dm- 
lug  Aflnner-  U  yoa  are  plump  or 

SraT*  ?t«  ***■ 


WANTED 


SSMK  COATS,  lax  coats  pur 
erased  Beet  pda  paid.  An 
lnqtnreeAnuani  Boa  We  17M 


FW  1940*s  clothes,  Unm,  lace, 
bn*,  paidnrotk  quota,  embmd- 
doxlae.  aampleis.  arioaml  arti¬ 
cles.  abawisw  tonnes,  costume 
lewellsiv  ete  0171  a2P  Wl» 


MHCk  ft  CAItm  warned.  KM 
prices  paid  0171  *9S 
8992  or  rlslt  31  Pork  Lane  Wl.  I 


FOR  SALE 


WINTER  SPORTS 


T*.H**S  ■  1791-1990  other  VHSatHS)  SaUna  until  May.  Den 
titles  avaOaUd  Baadr  tor  pve-  ZZomt.  wSS,  7?2 

"  gfgKE:  lifts  itTOL  3S82L 


Bemamlw  Whan.  0181-688  -  'rnT  '  — 

«323  or  Call  Free  OSOO 

520000 _  — - —  —  “ 

YOWL  PBWAHT,  emu  Ume-  ANTIQUES  & 

COLLECTABLES 

nonphi.JBaaonn'jMzricdNer*  ■■  - 

Interest  doL  Honey  RaxtaU  ^^^*sreraumB 

_gi380  880QB9  (WW, -  SWAROVSRI  tor  sal 

reaeiHMHmammre  met  0122335753/  3131 
- - —  Or  012253Jg6<Mq>? 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


ABSOUITO.Y  ALL;  Sport.  Fop  a 
Theatre.  Bought  ft  Sold  0171 
394  6283  PaSTSPS  B272 

ALL  AVAIL!  Phantom  an  dwm« 
M-lacSaov  TJbaxton.  WaMt- 
non  nU  sport  0171  480  6183 


ALL  AVAR.  Phantom, 
Ail  pop  Gtoerenhun 
In  London.  0171  24 


FLATSHARE 


BATTBtKA,  Park  -  Prof  n ft  pr»£ 
1  Atrced  for  la 


WINTER  SPORTS  RinMAlTO  London's  foremost 

— -  CBet  I970J  PTOfaeatomU  flab 

rewmen^Mnaare  Hare  amrimi.  0i7i^B9  S49i: 

"rtNIY.  close  to  dvar.  Prof  F  ut 

_s?gzssts2rjjitt  ssusssssatssu^ 


£««■.  shows  etc  available. 
0171  839  S3d3  . _ _ 

ALL  TKXrra  B  Nations,  run  Col- 
llna,  C.  Mom,  an  ma  jor  pop  . 
sport  A  roanpnlll71  9 26  Q«fr-. 


.Grand  Prta.  Aaee. 
BjrterCup.  Prams,  ThsotW 


WIMBLEDON  1997 
BRITISH  GRAND  PRES 
ROYAL  ASCOT 
FRENCH  OPEN  TENNIS 
RYDER  CUP 

ENGLAND  V  AUSTRALIA 
RLK1NGT0N  CUP  FINAL 
HENLEY  ROYAL  REGATTA 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
IRSUPERTRAMP 
GLASTONBURY  - 
AI  SfMrta.  Pop  &  Woa  End 
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FORTHCOMING  MARRIAGES  AND  MARRIAGES 
Please  said  Coon  Pigc  odQouiKemetits  by  pod/fiw  la 

PO  Ben  4J5,  Virginia  Street,  Loodeo  El  «S. 

Tel:  8171 782  7347.  Fax  8171 782  7725 

Please  iodede  in  all  coaespoodenoe: 
i  sjgnaime  of  either  one  of  ihc  panics  concerned  ora  perent 
a  daytime  and  borne  (riepbooe  mnober  and  wldrcss. 

Adycnkementa  ftr  the  Cotnt  Jtige  mad  hciscavBd  liwo 
wortong  days  prior  to  pibticnion  and  are  accepted  subject  to 
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MEMORIAL  SERVICES 

HAZELL  -  CAT.  CGeorge)  who 
<Ued  on  2nd  February  in 
Gibraltar.  A  Memorial 
Service  la  celebration  of  Ms 
Ufa  will  be  haM  on  Thursday 
24th  April  at  UOpm  at 
Stoke  Fogas  Church, 
Bockinghaashira.  Ftionds 
■re  invitad  to  join  the  family 
afterwards. 

SrtVUBU  -  Kannath  Buchan 
who  died  suddenly  In 
OoniMCticut  OSA,  on  Friday 

Fsbruary  28th  mill  ha 
maembarad  fa  a  unte  at 
St  Fatar'a  Church.  Eadtj, 
Berkshire  on  April  11th  at 
2pm.  All  friends  and 
.  colleagues  are  welcome. 
Enquiries  01734  453700 


WifabkdOn  Tennis 

Grand  Pilx,  Cricket, 
Ryder  Cap,  ILAmol 
U2,  Mkhad  Jackson, 
Phil  Coffins. 
Phantom,  Saigon,  etc. 
OC  Acc.  Free  deUvwy 

01712474123 


FOR  SALE 

A  A  MWMfQI  dated  very  day 
ywt  were  bore  BSrtku  Same 
dsr  despetcli.  0171  72&  2626. 

A  nRlHDKTl  itmnrc  n»w. 
reL  SnpeAly  nmoniod. 


DCBOfTWe  8CATt  «utU0  Aims 
p**x,  new  madium  BO  rmc 
Yefc  01446  730730 


Let  Aciim  give  ynu 
bflLk  liic  frccdum  you 
«nce  enjoyed.  Our  safe, 
rdi.ihte  st airlifts  can 
transfurm  your  lire. 
And  they’re  3  i»j 
nww  affonlahjc  ifwn 
ynu  might  think. 
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The  Rev  I'.N.D.  Kelly,  FBA, 
theologian,  Principal  of  St  Edmund 
flafl.  Oxford,  3951-79,  died  on  March 
31  aged  87.  He  was  born  on  April  13, 

:  1909. 

J  ohn  Kelly  was  a  theologian  of  great 
distinction.  a  writer  of  limpid  erudi¬ 
tion,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century  the  much-loved  head  of  an 
Oxford  college.  Despite  its  great  antiquity, 
St  Edmund  Hall  was  not  actually  a 
college  at  all  when  Kelly  took  over  as 
Principal  in  1951.  It  was  he  who  completed 
the  process  begun  by  Ms  predecessor  to 
win  full  collegiate  status  for  the  Hall.  And 
.  it  was  he  who  put  its  pretty  little  quad 
-w-  where  rr  had  never  been  before  promi- 
*68*  nendy  on  the  Oxonian  map. 

'  By  encouraging  excellence  wherever  ft 
presented  itself,  whether  in  the  Examina¬ 
tion  Schools,  on  the  rugby  pitch  or  on  the 
stage  of  the  Oxford  Playhouse,  Kelly 
steadily  expanded  the  number  of  under¬ 
graduate  places  and  fellowships  well 
beyond  the  college’s  physical  abilities  to 
house  them  all.  Even  in  this  mundane  but 
important  respect  Jie  brought  improve¬ 
ments.  In  19bl.  thanks  largely  to  his 
diplomacy,  the  Wolfson  Trustees  present¬ 
ed  St  Edmund  Hall  with  a  noble  sum  to 
enlarge  its  buildings.  Among  the  benefits 
that  resulted  was  thar  by  the  1970s 
members  of  the  college  could  for  the  first 
time  in  recent  memory  dine  together  at 
the  same  time  in  the  same  place.  The 
brutish  appearance  of  the  new  dining  hall 
is  redeemed  by  its  convenience  and  by  a 
k  splendid  portrait  of  the  erstwhile  Princi- 
v-';  pal  himself. 

'  For  generations  of  young  men  who 
were  at  Teddy  Hall  between  1951  and  his 
retirement  in  1979  (this  was  before  women 
were  admitted),  Kelly  was  the  embodi¬ 
ment  of  the  college.  Despite  his  commit¬ 
ments  as  a  canon  of  Chichester  and  a 
leading  figure  in  the  Church  of  England's 
ecumenical  negotiations  with  Rome,  it 
was  a  rare  day  in  term-time  when  his 
spare  balding  figure  was  not  to  be  found 
affably  buttonholing  undergraduates  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  porter’s  lodge.  Seldom 


THE  REV  J.  N.  D.  KELLY 


seen  in  anything  but  dark  suit  and  dog* 
collar,  except  when  he  was  in  his  squash 
kit,  he  had  a  kind  and  inquisitive  word  for 
everyone.  Freshmen  would  quickly  dis¬ 
cover  that  despite  the  clerical  garb  and  the 
somewhat  mannered  diffidence,  he  was 
an  approachable  and  worldly  man.  Quite 
accurately,  Kelly  described  one  of  his  re* 
creations  as  “chatting  with  young  people". 

Pretty  much  at  random,  he  would  invite 
selected  students  to  dine  with  him,  drink 
with  him.  or  accompany  him  on  long 
vacation  tours  of  his  beloved  Greece.  The 
improm  ptu  tutorials  that  were  the  reward 
of  his  friendship  ranged  in  subject  matter 
from  religion  and  history  to  politics  and 
sex.  He  was  no  prude.  He  was  relentlessly 
curious  about  undergraduate  mores.  But 
behind  the  bonhomie  and  the  teasing 
manner  lurked  a  wise  and  subtle  moral¬ 
ist  He  was  one  the  last  of  thar  admirable 
breed  of  men,  the  bachelor  don. 

Few  of  his  undergraduates  can  have 
been  fully  aware  of  the  feats  of  scholar¬ 
ship  their  Principal  was  undertaking  in 
the  privacy  of  his  study,  so  much  did 
college  business  appear  to  dominate  his 
life.  Until  his  biography  of  St  Jerome  was 
published  and  admirably  reviewed,  his 
books  were  of  limited  popular  appeal.  He 
was  a  lurid  writer.  Of  Golden  Mouth,  his 
subsequent  biography  of  Sr  John  Chrysos¬ 
tom.  one  reviewer,  unable  to  see 
Chrysostom’s  appeal,  wrote  that 
“J.N.D.  Kelly's  achievement  is  to  make 
this  old  bigot  into  a  living  and  almost 
sympathetic  figure".  The  Oxford  Dictio¬ 
nary  of  Popes  was  admirably  reoei  ved  and 
he  was  working  on  a  companion  volume 
about  archbishops  when  he  died. 

John  Norman  Davidson  Kelly  was 
born  at  Bridge  of  Allan,  a  schoolmaster’s 
son.  After  distinguished  classical  careers 
at  Glasgow  University  and  the  Queen’s 
College,  Oxford,  where  he  obtained  first 
class  degrees  in  Greats  and  Theology,  he 
passed  through  St  Stephen’s  House,  was 
ordained  deacon  in  1934  and  became 
assistant  curate  at  St  Lawrence's,  North¬ 
ampton.  He  was  ordained  priest  in  1935, 
and  was  almost  at  once  appointed 
Chaplain  of  St  Edmund  Hall.  Oxford,  and 


ym 


Tutor  in  Philosophy,  in  1937  he  became 
Vice-Principal  and  a  Fellow.  On 
A.B.  Emden’s  premature  retirement  in 
1951  he  succeeded  him  as  Principal,  and 
retained  that  office  until  retirement  in 
1979,  when  he  became  an  honorary  fellow. 

In  university  as  distinct  from  college 
affairs  Kelly  was  less  active,  and  a  serious 
illness  which  struck  him  in  1966  forced 
him  to  renounce  the  vice-chancellorship 


only  a  few  days  after  he  had  assumed  it. 
He  was.  however,  a  pro-vice-chancellor 
between  1972  and  1977. 

Although  deeply  immersed  in  college 
business  over  many  years.  Kelly's  extraor¬ 
dinary  energy  enabled  him  to  keep 
abreast  of  theological  scholarship  and 
drove  him  to  devote  an  increasing  amount 
of  time  to  research.  His  first  book, 
published  in  1950,  was  Early  Christian 


Creeds .  Vigorous,  lucid  and  dramatic,  like 
all  his  literary  work,  it  is  noteworthy  less 
for  new  discoveries  or  theories  than  for  its 
analysis  of  the  vast  literature  of  credal 
studies  which  had  accumulated  since  the 
late  19th  centuiy.  As  such  it  was  at  once 
accepted  as  of  outstanding  authority, 
placing  its  author  at  the  pinnacle  of 
Anglican  patristic  scholarship. 

In  1955  Kelly  published  an  edition  of 
Rufinus’S  commentary  on  the  Apostles’ 
Creed,  and  in  195S  Early  Christian 
Doctrines  (5th  ed,  1977).  Although  this 
latter  book  remains  the  first  (and  often 
last)  point  of  reference  for  undergraduate 
essays,  ft  is  more  than  a  supreme 
textbook.  It  is  frequently  found  cited  in  the 
learned  materials  of  continental  theolo¬ 
gians.  Its  mastery  of  the  secondary 
material  is  complete,  but  the  reader  is 
constantly  directed  back  ro  the  texts 
themselves.  Its  translation  into  many 
languages  (as  with  the  Dictionary  of 
Poped)  gave  him  great  delight.  This  did 
not  end  his  work  an  the  Creeds,  for  in  1964 
he  published  The  Athanasian  Creed,  a 
slim  volume  but  one  which  contains  some 
of  his  most  original  work  In  the 
preceding  year  a  commentary  on  the 
Pastoral  Epistles  had  appeared.  These 
distinguished  contributions  to  scholar¬ 
ship  earned  Kelly  an  Oxford  DD.  honor¬ 
ary  Glasgow  and  Wales  DDs.  an 
honorary  fellowship  of  Queen’s,  and 
election  to  the  British  Academy.  Two  of 
his  smaller  books.  Aspects  of  the  Passion 
(the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Lent 
Book  far  1970)  and  What  is  Catholicism?, 
displayed  his  ability  to  address  a  more 
popular  audience. 

In  1975  appeared  his  life  of  Jerome. 
arguably  its  author’s  best  work,  which 
was  received  with  acclamation  as  “a 
superb  biography"  by  "one  ideally  suited 
to  the  task".  It  is  the  first  full-scale 
treatment  of  its  subject  in  English.  Jerome 
disposed  of,  Kelly  at  once  turned  to  a  life 
of  St  John  Chrysostom,  upon  whom  he 
delivered  the  Hensley  Henson  lectures, 
1979-80,  which  formed  the  basis  of 
Golden  Mouth  (1995).  Chrysostom’s 
career  requires  much  reconstruction  and 


conjecture,  a  scholarly  minefield  which 
Kelly  entered  with  his  usual  panache. 

Kelly  was  never  conspicuous  in  ecclesi¬ 
astical  politics.  He  took  great  pleasure, 
however,  in  being  a  canon  of  Chichester 
from  1948  to  1993;  from  1963  to  1968  he 
presided  over  the  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury's  Commission  of  Roman  Catholic 
Relations,  accompanying  Michael  Ram¬ 
sey  to  Rome  in  1966;  and  in  1965  he 

became  a  founder  member  of  the  Academ¬ 
ic  Council  of  the  Institute  for  Advanced 
Theological  Studies  at  Jerusalem. 

Apart  from  his  other  interests,  he  was 
versed  in  current  affairs,  achi lecture. 
French  literature  and  modern  painting. 
He  was  a  particular  admirer  of  the  artist 
Patrick  Procktor.  and  in  his  role  as  a 
canon  at  Chichester  commissioned  a  work 
by  him  for  the  cathedral. 

His  own  college  apart,  Kelly’s  concern 
for  education  was  active,  stimulated  by 
his  membership  at  sundry  times  of  the 
governing  bodies  of  four  public  schools. 
Royal  Holloway  College  and  St  Stephen's 
House,  in  retirement,  recent  generations 
of  undergraduates  knew  John  Kelly  as  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  Bodleian’S  Lower 
Reading  Room,  in  the  congregations  of 
Pusey  House  and  St  Mary  Magdalen’s, 
and  above  all  in  Si  Edmund  HaD.-  He 
remained  keenly  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  his  old  college,  helping  himself  to  keep 
in  touch  by  letting  digs  in  his  house  to 
Teddy  Hail  undergraduates.  He  enter¬ 
tained  in  the  gracious  rooms  he  kept  for 
himself,  with  their  unusual  combination 
of  modem  an  and  the  bartered  Prayer 
Book  from  which  he  said  the  Daily  Office. 

Kelly  warmly  welcomed  Sir  Srephen 
Tumim  when  the  latter  was  recently 
appointed  as  the  new  Principal  of  St 
Edmund  Hall.  After  inviting  Kelly  to 
lunch  in  Hall  not  long  before  he  died.  Sir 
Srephen  noted  that  his  predecessor  had 
lost  none  of  his  old  interest  in  the  young. 
Making  his  way  through  the  quad.  Kelly 
spotted  a  strapping  youth.  “Pray  tell, 
young  man  ..."  he  began  with  a  flourish, 
and  proceeded  to  inquire  closely  about 
what  subject  the  lad  was  reading.  Princi¬ 
pal  Tumim  was  greatly  charmed. 


—  M 


DONALD  SHEPHERD 


MARTIN  KIPPENBERGER 


•-.ivjo'd  ^  Donald  Shepherd,  OBE, 
inventor  of  the 

-  -‘r r"  Portakabin  and  Portaloo. 

died  on  March  27  aged 
78.  He  was  born  on 
October  1&J918. 


WITH  his  motivating  belief 
that  “there  has  to  be  a  better 
way”,  Donald  Shepherd’s  in¬ 
vention  of  the  Pbrtaloo  certain¬ 
ly  brought  considerable  relief 
to  millions  of  race  and  festival- 
goers.  But  it  was  his  earlier 
invention-  of  the  Fortakabin 
which  was  to  be  his  most 
important  achievement  '  _ 

As  the  manager  of  a  large 
construction  project.  Shep¬ 
herd  found  himself  one  day 
out  on  site,  setting  up  his  office 
on  top  of  a  packing  case  in  the 


open  air.  He  knew  there  had  to 
be  a  more  efficient  way  of 
organising  things.  His  sol¬ 
ution  to  the  problem  was  the 
Portakabin — a  one-piece  port¬ 
able  office  unit  which  could  be 
delivered  complete  and  ready 
for  immediate  use. 

Jn  the  35  years  since  it  was 
launched;  the  Fortakabin 
module  has  became  an  archi¬ 
tectural  feature  the  world 
over.  Though  not  beautiful, 
Portakabins  serve  their  func¬ 
tion  whether  on  barges  on  the 
‘River  Niger,  where  they  ac- 
,  commodate  oil  prospectors,  or 
on  mountain  peaks  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  where  they  have  been 
used  as  observation  posts. 
McDonald’s  use  them  for 
Drive  Thru’  restaurants  and 


| .  r •  t  -  -  - 
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at  the  end  of  the  Falklands 
War  600  of  them  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  South  Atlantic 
to  build  a  new  garrison  in  Fort 
Stanley. 


Donald  Welton  Shepherd 
was  brought  up  in  York  and 
remained  a  stalwart  Yorksh- 
ireman  to  the  end.  One  of  six 
brothers,  he  was  only  14  years 
old  when  he  joined  the  family 
construction  business.  Apart 
from  the  war  years,  when  he 
served  with  the  Royal  Artil¬ 
lery,  he  remained  with  this 
company  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

A  determined  and  naturally 
intuitive  man.  he  never  sank 
into  an  idly  bureaucratic  role. 
His  first  invention  was  the 
Pbrtastio.  designed  to  reduce 
the  cost  and  improve  the 
efficiency  of  delivering  cement 
ro  building  sites.  Where  once 
cement  had  been  transported 
in  paper  bags,  easily  damaged 
and  labour-intensive,  Shep- 
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PUBLIC  NOTICES 


ScottishPower 

Scottish  Power  pic 

Notice  of  an  application  for  consent  to 
construct  and  operate  a  Combined  Heat 
and  Power  (CHP)  Generating  Station  at 
Capenhurst  m  the  district  of  Chester, 
Cheshire  (Grid  Reference  SJ  365  748). 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Scottish  Power  ptc  has 
applied  under  Section  36  of  the  Electricity  Act 
(1989)  for  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Trade  & 
Industry's  consent  to  construct  and  operate  a  CHP 
plant  at  Capenhurst,  Cheshire;  and  tor  a  direction 
under  Schedule  8  of  the  Act  stating  that  planning 
permission  for  the  generating  station  be  deemed 
to  be  granted. 

The  proposed  generating  station,  to  be  known  as 
Capenhurst  CHP  Plant,  twit  have  a  total  nominal 
output  of  65MW. 

A  copy  of  the  application;  a  plan  showing  the  land 
to  which  it  relate;  an  accompanying  Environmental 
Review  document  and  supporting  information  are 
available  for  inspection  by  members  of  the  public 
at  the  following  locations  during  normal  office 
hours: 

Planning  Department  Chester  City  Council. 

Planning  Department,  Ellesmere  PortA  Neston 

Borough  Council. 

Planning  Department  Cheshire  County  Council. 
Copies  of  the  Environmental  Review  and  Non 
Technical  Summary  may  also  be  inspected 
at  ScottishPower’s  offices  at  ScottishPower, 
75  Waterloo  Street  Glasgow  G2  7BD. 

Copies  of  the  Environmental  Review  (£50  per  copy! 
and  the  Non  Technical  Summaiy  (while  stocks  last) 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Environment  and 
Planning  Section,  ScottishPower  Technology 
Division,  45  Hawbank  Road.  College  Milton 
North,  East  Kilbride,  Glasgow  G74  5EG. 

Objections  to  the  application  should  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Department  of 
Trade  &  Industry,  1  Victoria  Street  London 
SW1H  OET  stating  the  name  of  the  station  and 
the  grounds  for  the  objection  before  1st  May 
1997.  ft  is  requested  that  a  copy  of  any  objec¬ 
tion  be  posted  to  the  Environment  and  Planning 
Section  at  the  address  above. 


herd  pioneered  rood  tankers 
which  could  deliver  directly 
into  portable  silos.  He  formed 
the  company  Portasilo  in  1953 
and  it  was  subsequently  to 
become  a  leader  in  die  design 
and  manufacture  of  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  bulk  handling  of 
many  different  materials. 

The  Fortakabin  self-con¬ 
tained  building  was  first  intro¬ 
duced  in  1961.  It  was  designed 
to  permanent  building  stan¬ 
dards.  Though  at  first  it  was 
made  of  wood,  it  now  has  a 
steel  frame.  But  its  most 
remarkable  feature  is  that  it 
can  be  relocated  by  one  man 
who,  through  its  ingenious 
adjustable  leg  system,  can 
raise  die  building  off  the  back 
of  an  ordinary  flat  bed  truck, 
drive  the  truck  dear,  and 
lower  the  building  into  pos¬ 
ition  on  site  —  and  all  in  a 
matter  of  minutes. 

Portakabin  was  established 
as  a  company  in  1963.  Now 
based  at  Huntington,  near 
York,  it  employs  more  than 
1,000  people  and  has  an 
annual  turnover  of  more  than 
E70  million.  There  are 
branches  all  over  Europe.  But 
the  trademark  name,  Porta¬ 
kabin,  listed  in  dictionaries,  is 
jealously  protected. 

Shepherd  weni  on  to  devel¬ 
op  other  module-based  build¬ 
ings  from  his  design, 
including  ones  which  can  be 
linked  together  or  built  up 
several  storeys  high.  In  1978  he 
received  the  Queen's  Award 
for  Export  Achievement  and 
in  1992  the  Queen’s  Award  for 
Technological  Achievement. 
In  that  same  year  he  was  also 
appointed  OBE. 

Shepherd  also  formed  a 
design  consultancy  group. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
he  returned  from  his  first  job 
having  advised  his  client  that 
he  needed  no  design  improve¬ 
ments  —  Shepherd  was  noth¬ 
ing  if  not  honest  —  the 
company  was  a  great  success. 
In  his  spare  time  Shepherd 
took  an  active  role  in  civic 
affairs  of  the  dty  of  York.  But 
he  was  always  a  hard  and 
dedicated  worker  and  he  re¬ 
tired  only  last  year. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Patricia  and  by  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  His  son  has  fol¬ 
lowed  him  into  the  family 
business. 


Martin  Klppenberger, 
German  artist,  died  of 

liver  cancer  in  Vienna  on 

March  8  aged  44.  He  was 
born  on  February  25. 

1953. 

MARTIN  KIPPENBERGER 
was  perhaps  the  ultimate  “art¬ 
ist  with  attitude".  Painting, 
drawing  and  photography 
were  just  some  of  the  innumer¬ 
able  vehicles  he  used  for  a 
corrosive,  iconoclastic  irony 
that  spared  neither  the  pieties 
of  the  contemporary  art  world, 
as  epitomised  by  the  shaman- 
istic  antics  of  Joseph  Beuys, 
nor  the  hypocrisies  of  postwar, 
liberal  Germany.  Others  in¬ 
cluded  collage,  happenings, 
rock  music,  aphorisms,  eat¬ 
ing.  drinking,  smoking,  buy¬ 
ing  restaurants  or  petrol 
stations  and,  occasionally,  get¬ 
ting  himself  beaten  up. 

Kippenberger  rose  to  promi¬ 
nence  in  the  punk  ambience  of 
the  late  1970s,  traversed  the 
easy  money  and  media  glam¬ 
our  of  the  1980s  in  a  welter  of 
events,  shows  and  produc¬ 
tions.  and  made  it  just  far 
enough  into  the  1990s  for  his 
first  proper  retrospective, 
which  opened  this  January  at 
the  Museum  of  Modem  and 
Contemporary  Art  in  Geneva. 
The  current  internationally 
feted  generation  of  young  Brit¬ 
ish  artists  are  among  the 
beneficiaries  of  his  eccentric 
artistic  legacy. 

Kippi,  as  he  was  generally 
known,  resolutely  rejected  the 
notion  of  artistic  heroism  or 
mystique.  “In  painting,  you 
have  to  seek  u fiat  is  left  to 
paint"  he  once  wrote.  “Clearly 
eggs,  and  especially  fried  eggs, 
have  not  yet  received  their 
due.  Bananas,  at  least  had 
their  Warhol." 

Here  was  a  man  who  pre¬ 
ferred  wurst  and  beer  to  sturm 
and  drang,  the  belly  laugh  to 
big  emotions.  One  of  his  best- 
known  pieces  is  Street  Lamp 
for  Drunks,  a  genuine  Italian 
lamppost  bent  so  that  it  seems 
to  sway,  as  in  the  classic 
postcard  joke.  Other  works 
included  a  self-portrait  naked 
but  for  oversized  underpants, 
in  mocking  reference  to  the 
famous  photograph  of  Picas¬ 
so;  a  botched  DiY  wardrobe 
masquerading  as  a  Minimal¬ 
ist  sculpture;  and  a  set  of  curvy 


Henry  Moore-type  pieces  in 
plaster,  complete  with  holes, 
which  he  called  Family 
Hunger. 

Taste  or  craftsmanship  did 
not  come  into  it  Although  a 
skilled  artist  with  a  sure  sense 
of  what  works,  Kippenherger 
was  just  as  happy  to  delegate 
execution  to  his  studio  of 
younger  artists.  And  he  was 
set  on  (tuning  tire  rich  poten¬ 
tial  of  embarrassment,  be  the 
theme  bad  art,  disease,  sex, 
Nazism  or  any  form  of  failure 
or  discomfort  —  including  his 
own. 

Another  self-portrait  ironi¬ 
cally  titled  Dialogue  with 
Youth,  depicts  the  artist  with  a 


bandaged  face  after  a  noctur¬ 
nal  hammering  by  punk  girls 
outside  a  bar.  He  had  a  deep 
distrust  of  high  culture,  and  a 
receptiveness  to  popular 
forms.  “Down  with  the  Bour¬ 
geoisie"  were  the  words  that 
greeted  visitors  to  his  Geneva 
show. 

Martin  Kippenberger  was 
bom  in  Dortmund  and  stud¬ 
ied  in  Hamburg.  After  an 
Italian  sojourn  starting  in 
1976.  he  moved  to  Berlin  in 
1978  and  became  the  besuited 
owner  of  S036,  a  nightclub 
frequented  by  punks,  as  well 
as  the  animator  of  the  Buro 
Kippenberger.  itself  a  kind  of 
club  for  artists,  with  lots  of 
music  and  drinking. 

The  paintings  he  was  doing 
at  this  time  ranged  from  kitsch 
to  parodies  of  high  Modern¬ 
ism.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
busy  churning  his  way 
through  a  frantic  and  often 
studiedly  tuneless  career  as  a 


rock  musician,  sometimes  re¬ 
cording  with  his  fellow  artists 
Jorg  Immendorff  and  A.R. 
Penck. 

Kippenberger  was  constant¬ 
ly  on  the  move.  In  1983  he 
settled  in  Cologne.  As  the  city 
became,  for  a  time,  one  of  the 
most  important  centres  of  the 
European  contemporary  art 
world,  he  became  the  domi¬ 
nant  figure  in  a  group  of 
artists  practising  a  kind  of 
crossover  between  Punk  and 
Dada. 

In  Brazil  in  1986  he  bought  a 
disused  garage  in  order  to 
rename  it  “The  Martin 
Borraann  Gas  Station”.  In 
Venice,  Los  Angeles,  he  devot¬ 
ed  himself  to  recreating  the 
stodge  of  Teutonic  pizza  in  an 
Italian  restaurant  specially  ac¬ 
quired  for  the  purpose.  He 
was  in  Spain  in  1988.  in  the 
Blade  Forest  in  1992  and  in 
1993  in  Greece,  where  he 
founded  a  modem  art  muse¬ 
um  in  Syros.  He  also  man¬ 
aged  to  fit  in  bouts  of  teaching 
and  collecting  along  the  way. 

Everything  about  Kippen- 
berger's  life  and  works  refused 
that  eminently  bourgeois  no¬ 
tion  of  posterity,  the  definitive 
statement.  The  list  of  his 
personal  exhibitions  runs  into 
the  hundreds.  He  was  also  an 
energetic  organiser  of  other 
people’s  shows  (he  had  a 
regular  arrangement  to  do  so 
in  Geneva). 

Over  the  past  few  years, 
however,  the  big  institutional 
tributes  began  to  accumulate, 
with  important  shows  in  Rot¬ 
terdam.  Antwerp,  Monchen- 
gladbach  and  the  Pompidou 
Centre  in  Paris  (where  the 
exhibition  was  called  Applica¬ 
tion  for  a  Retrospective).  The 
show  in  Geneva,  which  has 
now  been  augmented  and 
extended  to  September,  fea¬ 
tures  some  800  pieces,  includ¬ 
ing  nearly  300  paintings, 
drawings,  sculptures  and  a 
hundred  books. 

Long  viewed  with  suspicion 
hy  the  art  establishment;  espe¬ 
cially  in  Germany,  Kippen¬ 
berger  will  this  summer  at  last 
be  represented  in  the  massive 
Documents  survey  of  contem¬ 
porary  art.  held  once  every 
five  years  in  Kassel. 

Martin  Kippenberger  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and 
daughter. 


OLD  VIC 

MR.  LAUGHTON  AS  MACBETH 
Mr.  Laughton  gives  us  in  terms  of  modem 
psychology  a  vivid,  vital  Macbeth  —  the  slave, 
not  of  evil  destiny,  bur  of  his  own  passions, 
and  the  victim  of  a  mind  which  comprehends 
his  own  loss  of  integrity.  None  of  die  other 
Shakespearian  parts  Mr.  Laughton  has 
played  at  the  Old  Vic  during  the  season  now 
ending  has  seemed  to  stir  his  imaginative 
sympathy  so  deeply.  Whether  the  neurotic 
usurper  ts  “bending  up  each  corporal  agent" 
to  Duncan's  murder  or  procuring  oblivion  by 
acts  of  frenzied  cruelly,  the  heal  of  the  actors 
interpretative  ardour  makes  itself  felt,  causing 
us  to  share  his  own  delighted  apprehension  of 
a  psychological  “case”.  What  a  pity  that  with 
acting  so  strong  and  so  subtle  should  not  be 
joined  the  fuU  magic  of  the  verse!  Mr. 
Laughton's  declamation  —  perhaps  because 
he  is  trying  so  hard  to  make  die  case  plausible 
—  is  unmusical,  and  the  soliloquies,  being 
spoken  as  though  they  had  nothing  like 
absolute  values  of  their  own,  naturally  lose 
their  power  to  sweep  the  listener  off  his  feec 
This  is  the  price  we  must  pay  when  the 
supernatural  elements  of  Macbeth  are  re¬ 
duced  to  suit  a  sceptical  age.  and  it  must  in 
fairness  be  owned  that,  if  Mr.  Laughton  gives 
us  prose  for  poetry,  it  is  very  vivid  prose. 


ON  THIS  DAY 

April  3, 1934 


The  critic  here  may  have  had  doubts  abour 
aspects  if  Charles  Laughton's  Macbeth  but.  trith 

a  cast  that  included  Flora  Robson,  Roger 
Livesey.  Marius  Goring  and  a  young  James 
Mason,  Tyrone  Guthrie's  production  is  surety 
one  that  plenty  of  people  wtuld  ham  paid  goad 
money  to  see. 

There  are  things  in  this  performance  which 
we  shall  not  soot  forget  —  the  blood-chilling 
effect  given  to  that  premonitory  touch  of 
despair  which  shakes  Macbeth  when  he 
comes  down  from  Duncan*  room,  die  depth 
of  horror  he  plumbs  for  us  when  blood- 
boKered  fianquo  smiles  upon  him.  and  (he 
general  impression  made  of  a  man  clinging 
desperately  and  joylessly  through  the  turbu¬ 
lent  later  scenes  to  a  life  a$  full  of  fears  as  a 
fevered  imagination  can  make  h.  And  how 
much  of  Macbeth  —  the  Macbeth  of 
yesterday's  theatre  or  today's  —  appears  in 
the  actor's  walk,  the  walk  of  a  man  in  a 


walking  dream.  Miss  Flora  Robson's  Lady 
Macbeth  is  a  powerful  study  of  a  woman  with 
a  repressed  conscience,  and  when  her 
strength  gives  way.  the  actress  gives  her 
pathos  a  strange  disturbing  beauty.  Mr. 
Roger  Livesey  is  a  fine  Macduff. 

Mr.  Tyrone  Guthrie's  production  is  in  the 
modem  vein;  questioning  the  authenticity  of 
the  first  wild]  scene  and  omitting  it  set  the 
tragedy  in  a  supernatural  light . . .  The  great 
merit  of  the  production  is  its  swiftness. 

266,000  THROUGH  NEW  MERSEY 
TUNNEL 

Liverpool,  April  2 
Extraordinary  success  has  attended  the 
scheme  for  allowing  the  public  to  walk 
through  the  new  Mersey  tunnel  as  a  means  of 
satisfying  curiosity  and  at  the  same  time 
riving  substantial  help  to  the  voluntary 
hospftals  on  Merseyside.  For  four  days  only 
pedestrians  have  been  allowed  to  make  the 
journey  from  Liverpool  to  Birkenhead 
through  the  new  tunnel.  The  distance  is  a  little 
over  two  miles.  On  Good  Friday  66^00  people 
went  through,  and  by  Sunday  night  the 
number  had  risen  to  181.000.  When  the 
visiting  came  ro  a  close  at  8  otlock  tonight  the 
grand  total  for  the  four  days  was  266578. 
Nearly  £7.000  will  be  handed  to  the  hospitals. 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 


Major  says  Britain  is  best 

■  John  Major  offered  support  for  marriage,  the  family,  the 
elderly  and  children  yesterday  when  he  announced  a 
Conservative  election  manifesto  dedicated  to  making  Britain 
“the  best  place  in  the  world  to  live”. 

He  promised  £1-2  billion  tax  concessions  for  married  couples 
when  either  the  husband  or  wife  stays  at  home  to  look  after 
children  or  dependent  relatives  and  he  outlined  measures  on 
schools  and  crime - Pages  1, 7-14, 22, 23 

Tory  support  slips  in  MORI  poll 

■  The  Tories  have  lost  further  public  support  in  the  first 
fortnight  of  the  campaign.  A  MORI  poll  for  The  Times  shows 
Labour  at  55  per  cent,  up  from  50  per  cent  a  week  ago,  with  the 
Tories  on  28  per  cent,  down  a  point  since  before  Easter.  The 
Liberal  Democrats  have  fallen  three  points  to  11  per  centPage  1 


Blair’s  promise 

Tony  Blair  will,  today  release 
Labour's  manifesto  —  a  personal 
10-point  contract  with  Britain 
promising  voters  that  he  will  not 
“dazzle  for  E00  days  and  then 
disappoint" - Page  1 

Boy  dead  in  cell 

An  inquiry  has  been  launched 
after  the  death  of  a  15-year-ald 
boy  found  hanging  in  a  cell  at 
Hartlepool  police  station,  on 
Teesside,  only  hours  after  his 
arrest _ Page  2 

Canal  murders 

The  murderer  of  identical  twin 
brothers  wheeled  their  battered 
bodies  through  the  streets  in  a 
shopping  trolley  and  dumped 
them  in  a  canal,  the  Old  Bailey 
was  told _ _ _ Page  3 

RA  hopefuls 

Candidates  for  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  of  Arts  Summer  Show  queued 
in  the  Strand  to  deliver  about 
2,000  items  for  the  selection 
committee — .... - Page  3 

Sick  man  of  Europe 

Britain  Is  the  unhealthiest  coun¬ 
try  in  western  Europe,  according 
to  a  survey  based  on  statistics  of 
the  12  main  indicators  of  public 
health - — — —  Page  4 

Falklands  association 

The  South  Atlantic  Medal  Associ¬ 
ation  for  the  29,500  people  who 
wear  the  medal  commemorating 
their  part  in  the  Falklands  War 
was  launched - Page  5 


Rat  warfare 

A  team  of  mountaineers  scaled 
350ft  cliffs  on  foe  seabird  colony 
of  Handa  island,  off  northwest 
Scotland,  to  try  to  poison  the  en¬ 
tire  population  of  brown  rats, 
which  eat  chicks - Page  6 

Looted  art 

Almost  a  thousand  works  of  art  in 
French  museums  which  were 
looted  from  Jews  are  to  go  an 
show  in  the  hope  of  restoring 
them  to  the  descendants  of  the 
owners - Page  15 

Whitewater  catch 

Two  of  President  Clinton's  most 
trusted  aides  were  snagged  by 
Whitewater  amid  allegations  of 
“hush  money”  forWebster 
Hubbell,  the  former  Associate  At¬ 
torney-General  - Page  17 

Mercenaries  inquiry 

The  Papua  New  Guinea  Govern¬ 
ment  has  so  far  paid  the  British 
contmpany  Sandline  half  of  its 
£22  million  fee  for  mercenaries, 
foe  inquiry  was  told _ Page  IS 

Bus  attacked 

Palestinians  ambushed  an  Israeli 
military  bus,  sending  the  blazing 
vehicle  plunging  off  the  road  and 
injuring  12  soldiers  and  the 
driver _ Pages  18. 19 

Rabin  protest 

Leah  Rabin,  widow  of  the  assassi¬ 
nated  Israeli  Prime  Minister,  crit¬ 
icised  John  F  Kennedy  Jr  for 
publishing  an  article  by  the  kill¬ 
er’s  mother - Page  19 


Mr  Major’s  feathered  friend 

■  Noel  Flanagan,  a  part-time  musician,  has  leading  part  in  the 
Tory  offensive  against  Tony  Blair.  Dressed  as  a  six-foot  yellow 
chicken,  he  is  to  follow  the  Labour  leader  around  the  country  to 
tiy  to  goad  him  into  agreeing  to  appear  in  a  televised  debate 
with  John  Major.  Previous  roles  include  a  segment  of  a 
caterpillar  and  the  front  of  a  St  Bernard  dog - Page  I 


Two  wooden  columns  to  support  die  roof  over  the  stage  being  delivered  to  Shakespeare's  Globe  Theatre  on  Bankside  yesterday 
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Offline:  CellneL  tile  mobile  phone 
company,  recruited  only  1Z000 
new  customers  In  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  far  fewer  than 
even  its  smallest  rivals  — Page  27 

Defence:  GEC  has  delivered  a 
blow  to  its  partnership  with  foe 
French  group  Alcatel-Alsfoom  by 
independently  entering  the  bidding 
war  for  one  of  France's  leading 
defence  companies _ Page  27 

Football:  Bolton  Wanderers  are  the 
latest  team  to  join  the  stock  market 
in  a  reverse  takeover  valuing  them 

at  £22  million _ Page  29 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  fell  115 
points  to  close  at  4236.6.  Sterling's 
trade-weighted  index  fell  from  98.7 
to  98.6  after  a  foil  from  $1.6467  to 
$1:6447  and  from  DM2.7497  to  DM 
2.7475 _ Page  30 


Rugby  union:  Martin  Johnson,  of 
Leicester,  who  has  yet  to  lead  Eng¬ 
land,  will  captain  the  British  Isles 
in  South  Africa.  The  Lions  also 
spring  other  surprises  —  Page  52 

Football:  Irish  hopes  of  qualifying 
for  the  1998 World  Cup  were  dealt  a 
heavy  blow  when  Ireland  lost  3-2  to 
Macedonia  and  Northern  Ireland 
lost  2-1  to  Ukraine - Page  48 

Golf:  .Seve  Ballesteros  fell  ill  and 
had  to  withdraw  from  the  Freeport 
McDermott  Classic  in  New 
Orleans,  losing  his  last  chance  to 
improve  his  dismal  form  ahead  of 
the  Masters  next  week  —  Page  49 

Racing:  The  Irish-trained  Time  For 
A  Run,  a  leading  fancy  for  the 
Marteil  Grand  National  at  Ain  tree 
on  Saturday,  will  miss  the  race 
because  of  injujy  —  Pages  46. 47 


Big  screen:  Colin  Firth  swaps 
Darcy’s  breeches  for  Arsenal  boxer 
shorts  ro  play  the  obsessive  hero  of 
Nick  Hornby’s  Fever  Pitch.  Geoff 
Broun  on  new  releases — Page  35 

Small  screen:  Jim  Jarmusch's  lan¬ 
guorous  existential  western  Dead 
Man .  with  Johnny  Depp  and  in¬ 
cluding  some  startling  cameos,  is 
newly  out  on  video . . . Page  36 

Past  Imperfect:  Fine  performances 
and  a  few  sharp  epigrams  cannot 
overcome  foe  florid  nonsense  Os¬ 
car  Wilde  penned  in  Lady  Winder¬ 
mere's  Fan _ Page  37 

Ice  maiden:  The  screenwriter,  pro¬ 
ducer  and  former  comedian  Kitty 
Aldridge  tells  RosDrinkwater  why 
she  has  returned  to  acting  for  this 
weekend's  BBC  thriller.  The  Ice 
House _ _ _ Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  POP 

David  Sinclair  talks 
to  pop’s  brightest 
young  things. 
Supergrass,  about 
their  new  album 

■  FEATURES 

Valerie  Grove  •' 

interviews  the 
actor  Rupert  Graves 


Haughty  couture:  In  their  search 
for  catwalk  cachet,  fashion  design¬ 
ers  are  plundering  the  aristocracy 
and  the  pages  of  Debrett's  to  find 
the  right  breed  of  supermodel. 
Grace  Bradbeny  reports  ..  Page  2! 
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Medical  file:  Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 
cm  cancer  treatment  in  pregnancy; 
pollution  danger  in  the  garden; 
treating  the  baby  blues ....  Page  20 


Lush "  life:  Gerald  Kaufman  is 
delighted  to  take  foe  •'A”  Train:  Roy 
Porter  wonders  what  makes 
civilisation . Pages  38, 43 


m 


Service  charges:  The  British 
abroad  are  enthusiastic  tippers  but 
confused  abour  when  and  where  to 
give  extra,  so  tend  to  err  on  foe 
mean  side . Page  45 


The  differences  between  the  two 
main  sides  in  the  Middle  East 
peace  process  are  reportedly  small. 
A  gesture  by  Israel,  such  as  foe 
conditional  opening  of  a  Palestin¬ 
ian  airport  in  Gaza,  could  help  to 
revive  the  larger  negotiating  pro¬ 
cess  •  —  The  New  York  Times 


25.  17,  10.  43.  4a  5.  Bonus:  8.  The 
estimated  jackpot  was  £3,700,000. 
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TV  LISTINGS/^ 


Preview:  Meet  a  TV  cook  with  east¬ 
ern  promise.  Nancy  Lam  (Channel 
5.  Spm).  Review:  Lynne  Truss  can¬ 
not  see  the  point  of  Channel  s*s 
garden  game - Page  51 


Major’s  manifesto 

Mr  Major  has  barely  begun  to 
persuade  those  who  believe  that  it 
is  time  for  a  change.  Judging  by  our 
MORI  poll  today,  these  who  need 
persuading  are  still  well  in  foe 
ascendant - — .  Page  23 

American  rendezvous 

American  investment  &i  the  peace 
process  is  such  that  it  would  be.a 
diplomatic  disaster  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent  if  the  whole  structure  were  to 

collapse - —  Page  23 

The  loo's  the  thing 

Sir  Alan  has  suffered  A  Chorus  of. 
Disapproval  over  his  theatre;  he 
could  contribute  more  thanA  Word 
from  Our  Sponsor - Page  23 

WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

Sometimes  one  suddenly  finds  one¬ 
self  warming  to  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  l  can  well  understand  why  old 
and  loyal  Tories  love  him.  Who  but 
he  would  publish  a  manifesto  with 
this  quirky  pledge:  “We  wifi  require 
all  government  agencies  to  apply 
for  chartermarks"? - Page  22 

QUENTIN  LETTS 

When  you  first  open  a  new  hard¬ 
back  Wisden.  there  is  that  soft 
creak  of  the  spine  which  matches 
the  sound  of  ancient  cricket  boots 
under  foe  turn  of  an  eager  heel  in 
the  April  nets.  It  is.  furthermore, 
the  creak  that  will  be  heard  from 
numerous  knees  when  foe  more 
advanced  members  of  the  village 
XI  crouch  down  in  foe  slips  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  Page  22 

PETER  RIDDELL 

The  Tory  manifesto  offered  a  plau¬ 
sible  plan  for  a  further  terra  in 
government,  but  the  party  still 
lacks  a  convincing  re-election 
strategy - - - Page  9 


The  Rev  J.N.D.  Kelly,  theologian; 
Martin  Kippenberger,  German 
artist:  Donald  Shepherd,  inventor 
of  the  Fortakabin - - Page  25 


Moral  conduct  of  MPS;Vfoe  last 
airworthy  Comet;  Jewish  settle¬ 
ments:  controlling  the  can  econom¬ 
ic  optimism  — - Page  23 
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ACROSS 

25  Score-book  (4). 

place  (6). 

5  Adverse  reaction  produced  by 

flogging?  (8). 

9  Draw  at  Tyburn  —  see  mob  wild 
with  excitement  (10). 

!0  Motorist's  signal  that's  extremely 
amusing  (4). 

1 1  Alter  further,  only  after  study  (8). 

12  Spirit  bishop  exorcised  from 
men’s  dormitory  (6). 

13  Spreading  everywhere  like  wild¬ 
fire?  (4). 

IS  Team’s  outfit  (8), 

18  In  France  once,  leaning  to  the 

right,  perhaps?  (8). 

19  This  sauce  finishes  off  dishes  to 
satisfy  Asia  (4). 

2i  Boy  rehinteers  to  hold  a  piece  of 
music  (6). 

23  Bart  due  not  hard  tocradtfffj. 
Solution  to  Ptarfe  No  211443 


n  n  II  0  51  3  ft  13 

inrararaog  angina 
n  ra  m  a  a  ft  n 
ra/nofSK 

ci  s  ft  ra  (3  3 

EflBIJIGlSlSIlSlilliliSl 
n  n  □  3  ™ 

BRranasjEiiiiaftfji  ai ran 
ns  s  S3  □  (3 

El  S  0  H  3  W  3 
cuaHHdQiifl  asmaasa 
nHnnailua 


26  City  whose  bells  grow  silent  (10). 

27  Person  advancing  round  a  very 
fragrant  shrub  (8). 

28  This  plant  when  first  open 
allowed  scores  of  thieves  in  (6). 

DOWN 

2  Burning  with  a  strong  indigna¬ 
tion  (5). 

3  Dispatch  spring  flower  (9). 

4  Put  down  contracted  sum  of 
money  payable  (6). 

5  Lawman's  weapon  gaming  a  sort 
of  credibility  with  criminal  (L6JS). 

6  Fall  from  mountain  pass  and 
expire  (8). 

7  Composer  long  found  hard  to 
accept  (5). 

S  Philosopher  comes  to  colleague 
with  resignation  (9). 

14  Love  what  a  Roman  idol  is 
holding  up  (9). 

16  Young  lady  lakes  in  the  same,  bat 

wrong, suspects (9).  ..  . 

17  Fine  and  cold  at  first,  wind 
erratically  backed  (8). 

20  Fit  for  admittance  (6). 

22  Joint  from  an  animal  served  up 

(5). 

24  Muslim  females  arc  kept  in  by 
Headmistress  (5).  - 
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Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather- M  regions  0336444  910 
UK  Roads  -  Afl  regions  0336  401410 
Inride  M25  0334401  744 

N25  and  Link  Roods  0334401  747 

Nsrionri  Mooarvrajn  0330  401  748 

Continental  Europe  0334  401  010 

Channel  oosring  0334  401  348 

Moortig  do  Heathrow 

&  Guwidc  airports  0334  407  SOS 

WniHfiorby  Fax  &2*sH&S£s 

DM  0334  Mowed  by  area  number  tnunjoer  fax 
WbcCnmy  414334  Scotland  414X40 

Wile  414  33S  N-lrebnd  416  341 

tfeftuxk  414  334  London  414  343 

416  3X8  Wnxhar 

N.E*»  414  33*  pan  414  397 

Ketfax  Marine 

Mure  fetnue  fcreexsts  416  398 

World  Cfty  Weather 

1 53  destinations  world  wide 
6  day  forecast 

by  Phone  dial  0336411316 

fay  Fax  (Max  page)  0334  414333 

Motoring 

Euupe  Country  by  Country  0334401  88 S 
European  fuel  coos  0334  401  884 

French  Motorway*  0334  401887 

Seaport  information  0130  401882 

Oisneytanii  Ram  0334  401  409 

Le  Sherrie  0330  401  89S 


j/Wj  Car  reports  by  fax 

new  and  used  car  report*  fitim 
the  AA  menu  of  195  ran  0336  414  399 

DM  from  your  tax  handset. 
y<M  may  haw  to  sec  to  poU  receive  mode 


■ntt  Bkk  Mtsiqr  fciti  Bnpafcc  ISM  flff 
Ole  are  charged  at  45p  per  mtwae  cheap  rate. 
50p  per  mesne  at  afl  other  brae*. 


Yaaftiday:  Highest  dm  temp:  Foote,  Dorset  19C 
l6bF|:  knrast  day  max:  Lerwtch.  Shetland,  7C 
4£fi;  highest  rarest;  LerWicK.  Shetland.  0  94m: 
highest  sunsMne:  Bognor  Regs.  West  StEsax, 
11  She 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 

SfflfflHS; B* 

UK  newspapers  In  the  first 

fwrotisSs 


□  General:  southernmost  parts 
should  start  the  day  dry  and  bright, 
but  will  become  increasingly  doudy. 
perhaps  with  a  shower  in  the  east. 
Northern  England  win  have  some 
outbreaks  of  showery  rain,  which  wiU 
spread  southwards  but  will  largely  die 
out  before  they  reach  southern  areas. 

Northern  Ireland  and  southern 
Scotland  will  start  cloudy  with  out¬ 
breaks  of  rain,  but  the  showery 
akatream  affecting  remaining  parts  of 
Scotland  should  soon  arrive  from  the 
north.  Some  showers  may  be  heavy 
and  may  fail  as  sleet  or  hail  in  the 
north. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England:  dry  ana  bright  at  first, 
becoming  more  cloudy  perhaps  with 
patchy  rain  for  a  time.  Wind  mostly 
westerly,  moderate,  turning  north¬ 
westerly  later.  Max  74C  (57Fj. 

□  E  Anglia,  E  Midlands,  E  Eng¬ 
land,  W  Midlands,  N  Wales,  Cen¬ 
tral  N,  NE  England:  cloudy  at  first 
wtth  some  patchy  light  rain.  Becoming 
brighter  with  a  few  showers.  Winds 


west  to  northwesterly,  moderate  to 
fresh.  Max  12C  (54F). 

□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales:  rather  doudy  with  some 
patchy  drizzle  in  piacas.  Becoming 
brighter  later.  Winds  west  to  north¬ 
westerly.  moderate.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□  NW  England,  Lake  District,  Isle 
ot  Man,  Borders,  SW  Scotland,  N 
Ireland:  cloudy  with  patchy  rain  soon 
turning  brighter  wtth  scattered  show¬ 
ers.  Winds  west  to  northwest,  fresh 
locally  strong.  Max  1 1C  (52F). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Glasgow, 
Argyll:  bright  or  sunny  spells  and 
showers.  Winds  northwesterly,  fresh 
to  strong.  Max  IOC  (50F). 

□  Aberdeen,  Central  Highlands, 
Moray  Firth,  NE  Scotland,  NW 
Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland:  sunny 
spells  and  showers,  some  heavy  and 
wintry.  Winds  northwesterly,  strong 
locally  near  gale.  Max  9C  (48F). 

□  Outlook:  rain  at  times  across  the 
North,  mostly  dry  and  bright  in  the 
South. 


24  In  io  5  pm: 
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tj= bright;  c^ctoucJ;  d= drizzle;  du=di4;  feter;  fg* 
r=Ttev  th=tiwrar.  at -stoat  sn^enow;  a^sun; 
Sun  Batfi  Max 
fas  n  C  F 

0  4  -  14  57  b  UWerimptn 

10  60  c  London 

18  13  55  c  Lowestoft 


64  001  II  62  sb 

X 

10  14  67  5 

119  15  S3  s 

ID  7  16  61  3 

SB  -  14  57  s 

69  13  55  b 

7.8  -  11  52  5 

X 

09  -  15  69  fa 

10  -  13  55  c 

X 

13  -  13  55  S 

X 

105  -  14  57  C 

104  -  16  50  S 

50  12  54  b 

114  •  .  15  59  5 


21  001  12  54  C 
IDA  0.01  15  59  a 


Hama  Bey 
Hava 

Hunstanton 

We  of  Man 

Jersey 

KWoaa 

Land* 

Lerwick 

Lauchen 


Hi  -  13  65  6 

10.7  -  16  59  S 

96  -  15  50  s 

102  -  13  55  S 

X  -  13  55  6 

0.1  -  10  50  (3 

11*  -  17  63  5 

2JB  001  13  55  b 


Margate 

14  57  s  Morecambe 

15  59  s  Newcastle 

16  61  9  Newquay 

14  57  9  Norwich 

13  55  b  •  Oxford 

11  52  a  Penzance 

Poole 

15  59  fa  Prestatyn 

13  55  c  Ftoes-o-wye 

Ryde 

13  55  S  SfiJcombe 

Sandcwn 

14  57  t  SaunmSnd 

16  59  s  Scarttoro' 

12  54  b  Smtdto 

15  59  s  Shrewsbury 

12  54  c  Southend 

15  59  a  Southport 

13  65  s  Souths** 

16  59  S  Stomcaxay 

15  59  s  Swsiana 

13  55  a  Teignmouto 

13  55  a  Tenby 

to  50  du  Time 

17  63  5  ToRjuay 


Sun  Ran 
hr;  n 
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80 
14 

1.7  0D1 
102 


10.7 
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52 

20  008 
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7  45  r 

13  65  b 


Tynemouth 
Vantnor  ' 
Wwtsuiae 
Weymouth 
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14  57  s 
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to  toe  chart  betaw  from  noon  low  S  vriB  drift  slowly  east  tpaduafy  filina-  tow  2  wBJ  ran 
north,  then  east,  wflh  BOIe  change ;  high  A  w4l  be  fairly  station^  with  S&adi^lri^rStl^S^ 
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HOURS  OF  DARKN 


Sunihes: 
6  32  am 


Sunsets: 
727  pm 


New  moon  Apri  7 
CnMES.  NEWSPAPERS  U 


Moonseb  Moonrises 
2J6r*n  425  am 


Umdon  7  37  pm  to  629  am . ' 
Bristol  7  47  ran  to  6  39  era 
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Mwwhwtar  7.48  pm  to  036  am 
Penzance  7.57  pm  to  852  am 
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Biotech  offers 
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for  investors 
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The  boy  Colin  Firth 
does  good  as  an 
Arsenal  fanatic 
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The  Madness  of  King  George,  starring  Nigel  Hawthorn,  was  a  big  hit  at  the  box-office 


By  Alas dai r  Murray 


CONSUMER  credit  rose  by 
a  record  amount  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  increasing  fears  in  the 
City  that  the  economy  is  in 
danger  of  overheating. 

Net  consumer  credit  rose 
El. 22  billion  in  February,  ac¬ 
cording  to  data  published  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  com¬ 
pared  with  £884  million  the 
previous  month  and  well 
above  City  expectations  of  an 
increase  of  about  El  billion. 

The  growth  in  credit  card 
lending  was  also  a  record  ar 
E337  million,  compared  with 
E89  million  in  January. 

Economists  said  the  figures 
would  increase  the  pressure 
on  ah  incoming  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  raise  rales 
after  the  general  election  — 
although  the  Government  in¬ 
sisted  yesterday  that  the  coun¬ 
try  is  not  returning  to  a  boom- 
and-bust  economy. 

The  City  is  predicting  that  it 
may  be  necessary  to  raise 
rates  try  as  much  as  05  per 
cent  immediately  after  the 
election  if  the  new  Chancellor 
is  to  establish  credibility  with 
the  markets. 

The  growing  concern  about 
the  threat  of  interest  rate  rises, 
coupled  with  continuing  fears 
over  the  decline  in  Wall  Street, 
prompted  the  FT-SE 100  index 
to  slip  115  points  to  4,236.6. 

The  rise  in  consumer  and 
credit  card  borrowing  reflect¬ 
ed  the  surge  in  retail  sales  in 
February,  when  sales  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  footwear  were  espe¬ 
cially  strong.  The  annual  rate 


Prince 
al-Waleed 
buys  5% 
of  Apple 

By  Jon  Ashworth 

PRINCE  al-Waleed  bin 
Tala  I.  the  acquisitive  Sau¬ 
di  investor,  has  snapped 
up  5  per  cent  of  Apple 
Computer,  the  struggling 
personal  computer  manu¬ 
facturer.  He  has  spent  $115 
million  baying  Apple 
shares  in  the  open  market 
in  the  past  few  weeks. 

•  The  move  mirrors  recent 
•"  share  purchases  in  Trans 
-Wo  rid  Airlines  (TWA), 
'  which  left  Prince  al- 
Waleed  holding  a  5  per 
;  cent  stake.  He  said,  in  a 
statement  “I  have  been 
following  the  technology 
industry  closely  for  quite 
jHSome  time,  and  Apple  in 
‘  ‘particular  for  a  number  of 
TUOntfts.  I  believe  there  is 
^serious  potential  for  Apple 
to  provide  large  returns  to 
its  shareholders  once 
again,  as  it  did  in  the  pasL 
Larry  Ellison,  the  flam- 
^  boyar?  t  software  tycoon,  is 
v'tteied  to  be  considering  a 
.  bid  for  Apple,  which  has 
ifteen  hit  by  steep  losses 
and  a  dwindling  share 
once.  Once  America  s 


of  growth  in  consumer  credit 
increased  from  16.8  per  cent  in 
January  to  175  per  cent  in 
February. 

But  die  growth  in  total 
personal  borrowing  remained 
flar  ar  0.6  per  cent  in  February, 
although  the  annual  rate  rose 
slightly,  from  6.7  per  cent  to 
6.9  per  cent. 

Economists  said  that  the 
more  modest  rise  in  total 
personal  borrowing  suggested 
that  the  rise  in  consumer 
credit  could  in  part  reflect  a 
change  in  patterns  of  payment 
rather  than  greatly  increased 
spending. 

The  surge  in  consumer  bor¬ 
rowing  was  not  replicated  in 
other  monetary  data  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday.  This  showed 
a  small  fell  in  the  growth  of 
mortgage  lending  and  ■'  die 
narrow  money  supply. 

Mortgage  lending  rose  £1.83 
billion,  according  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  slightly  below  the 
figure  of  £1.9  billion  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  The  annual  rate  increased 
from  5  per  cent,  to  5.1  percent, 
which  remains  well  below  die 
levels  seen  in  the  late  1980s. 

New  mortgage  commit¬ 
ments  also  slipped,  from 
97,000  to  95,000  in  February. 
The  quarterly  level  of  new 
mortgage  commitments  also 
showed  a  fell  —  for  the  first 
time  since  August  1985  — 
suggesting  that  die  increase  in 
house  prices  could  slow  in  the 
next  few  months. 

M0.  the  measure  of  narrow 
money  supply,  increased  05 
per  cent  in  March,  taking  the 
annual  rate  to  6.4  per  cent. 
The  less  erratic  notes  and 
coins  -  component  —  which 
exdudes  banking  operational 
deposits  —  also  showed  an 
annual  advance  of  6.4  per 
cent  The  figures  came  in 
slightly  below  City  expecta¬ 
tions  but  were  above  the 
Government's  target  range  of 
J  to  4  per  cent 
The  growth  in  the  broad 
money  supply,  M4.  was  mean¬ 
while  revised  down,  from  11-3 
per  cent  to  11.2  per  cent  in 
February,  compared  with  10 
per  cent  in  January. 

Simon  Briscoe,  UK  econo¬ 
mist  at  Nikko  Europe,  said  the 
money  supply  figures  suggest¬ 
ed  that  retail  sales  should 
moderate  in  the  coming 
months  and  that  fears  of  a 
consumer  boom  remained 
unproven. 

He  added  that  the  annual 
growth  in  MO  had  now  fallen 
back  to  levels  last  seen  in  the 
first  half  of  1996 — when  retail 
sales  growth  was  about  25  per 
cent  —  suggesting  that  sales 
will  slip  back  from  the  4.4  per 
cent  recorded  in  February. 
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Cany  On  over  at  Carlton  for  the  old  comedy  team  that  is  currently  popular  in  France 

Going,  going  but  no  gong 
as  Carlton  seals  Rank  deal 


CARLTON,  the  ITV  com¬ 
pany.  has  paid  E65  million  for 
Rank  Organisation's  film  dis¬ 
tribution  business,  whose  cat¬ 
alogue  ranges  from  Great 
Expectations  to  The  Fabu¬ 
lous  Baker  Boys.  But  the  deal 
did  not  include  the 
"gongman”  that  has  provided 
the  opening  sequence  for 
Rank  films  since  1935. 

Rank  is  keeping  the  logo  for 
its  remaining  film  businesses, 
induding  Pinewood  Studios. 
Rank  Film  Laboratories  and  a 
video  duplication  businesses. 
It  wfll  allow  Carlton  to  use  the 
gongman  logo  only  for  the 
library's  existing  films  and 
those  in  current  production. 

Carlton  said  the  Rank  pur¬ 
chase  was  driven  by  the 
company’s  desire  to  expand 


By  Eric  Reguly 

its  own  film  library  as  the 
number  of  television  channels 
is  set  to  balloon.  Digital 
broadcasting  will  make  hun¬ 
dreds  of  new  channels  avail¬ 
able  within  a  year  and 
Carlton  plans  to  draw  on  the 
Rank  catalogue  to  feed  the 
new  digital  terrestrial  chan¬ 
nels  it  is  developing  for 
launch  in  1998. 

Nigel  Walmsley,  chairman 
of  Carlton  UK  Television, 
said:  “We  are  already  in  the 
business  of  managing  a  li¬ 
brary  for  broadcasters  around 
the  world.  The  Rank  library  is 
a  natural  extension  of  our 
business.  It  makes  us  more 
attractive  as  a  one-stop  shop 
for  broadcasters." 

The  Rank  catalogue  has 
740  feature  films,  most  of 
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GEC  takes 
on  Alcatel  in 
bid  battle 
for  Thomson 


By  Oliver  August 


Michelle  Pfeiffer  thrilled  the  Baker  Boys  Laurence  Olivier's  Oscar-winning  Henry  V 


GEC.  the  diversified  industri¬ 
al  group,  has  delivered  a  Wow 
ro  irs  partnership  with  the 
French  group  Alcatel-Alsthom 
by  independently  entering  the 
bidding  war  for  one  of 
France's  leading  defence 
companies. 

GEC  submitted  a  surprise 
£1.2  billion  bid  for  Thomson- 
CSF.  the  defence  electronics 
group,  to  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  last  Friday  —  in  direct 
competition  with  a  bid  by 
Alcatel.  Lagardere  Groupe.  a 
partner  of  BAe’s  missile  divi¬ 
sion,  is  the  third  bidder  for  the 
58  per  cent  Thomson  stake  to 
be  privatised  next  month. 

The  move  by  GEC  signals  a 
shift  in  its  strategy  for  Euro¬ 
pean  consolidation  after  its 
failed  merger  talks  with  Brit¬ 
ish  Aerospace. 

The  outcome  of  the  privati¬ 
sation  is  seen  as  crucial  to  the 
restructuring  of  the  European 
defence  industry  and  is  likely 
to  trigger  further  consolida¬ 
tion  involving  BAe  as  well  as 
Aerospatiale  and  Dasa.  its 
French  and  German  rivals. 

The  business  paper  La  Tri¬ 
bune  said  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  would  decide  tomorrow 
which  of  the  bids  are  consid¬ 
ered  valid  and  will  be  given 
further  consideration. 

be  Monde  said  the  GEC  bid 
was  embarrassing  because  it 
undermined  the  French  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  plans  for  creating 
French  national  champions  in 
the  defence  sectors. 

But  defence  insiders  in 
London  suggested  that  GECs 
bid  indicates  growing  frustra¬ 
tion  with  its  French  partners. 
Plans  for  a  split  have  been 
discussed  after  problems  over 
cooperation  on  nuclear  pow¬ 
er.  Alcatel  could  take  control  of 


GEC  AJsthom’s  power  engi¬ 
neering  business,  with  GEC 
holding  the  rail,  shipbuilding 
and  industrial  interests. 

Serge  Tchuruk,  Alcatel’s 
chairman,  said  recently  that 
the  two  groups  would  embark 
on  a  “fundamental  reflection” 
on  the  future  of  GEC  Alsihom. 

GEC  yesterday  failed  ro 
confirm  or  deny  the  bid  re¬ 
ports  while  the  French  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Economics  Minist- 
eries  declined  to  comment  on 
the  existence  of  a  third  bidder. 

Both  Lagardere  and  Alcatel 
had  bid  for  Thomson  in  a 
previous  procedure  involving 
Thomson  SA,  Thomson-CSFs 
parent.  The  bidding  was  won 
by  Lagardere  with  Daewoo 
Electronics,  the  Korean  elec¬ 
tronics  group.  But  the  French 
Government  cancelled  the 
deal  last  December  after  ob¬ 
jections  by  the  independent 
Privatisation  Commission. 
Bidders  have  until  May  7  to 
submit  their  final  offers. 

Analysts  in  London  said 
GECs  chances  of  winning  ihe 
bidding  were  slim.  The  French 
Government  has  said  it  wants 
to  create  the  biggest  possible 
grouping  around  Thomson  to 
cut  our  duplication  in  research 
and  development  funds  and 
boost  economies  of  scale. 

So  far  the  Government's 
attitude  has  been  that  non- 
French  groups  are  welcome 
only  as  subordinates.  In  re¬ 
sponse,  GEC  recently  started  to 
look  towards  other  European 
countries  to  forge  to  links. 

Lagardere  said  it  was  aware 
of  GEC;  bid.  Noel  Forgeard. 
managing  director  of  Lagard- 
ere’s  Matra  Defense  E space 
unit,  said:  "GEC  has  always 
shown  interest  in  the  Thom¬ 
son  privatisation.” 
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Market  goal 

Bolton  Wanderers,  one  of  (he 
founding  clubs  of  the  Football 
League,  is  to  join  the  stock 
market-  Dealings  in 
Newcastle  United  started  and 
Derby  County  also  revealed  a 
flqaL  Page  29 

Unco-operative 

Terry  Thomas,  managing 
director  of  die  Co-operative 
Bank,  said  its  parent 
company  had  no  intention  of 
opening  takeover  talks  with 
Lanica.  the  family  investment 
trust  run  by  Andrew  Regan. 
Page  28 


them  from  the  1930s,  ‘40s  and 
‘50s.  The  titles  include  Oliver 
Twist.  The  Thirty  Nine  Steps 
and  Olivier's  Hamlet  and 
Henry  V.  More  recent  films 
include  the  Carry  On  series 
currently  popular  in  France. 
The  Shawshank  Redemption 
and  Fried  Green  Tomatoes. 

Rank  sold  the  business 
parity  because  it  did  not  have 
the  appetite  to  invest  in  new 
films  to  update  the  catalogue. 
The  division  had  an  operating 
profit  of  £4.1  million  on  turn¬ 
over  of  £25.4  million  last  year. 

Andrew  Teare,  Rank’s  chief 
executive,  said  the  sale  largely 
completes  its  disposal  pro¬ 
gramme.  which  has  raised 
about  £300  million. 


Could  now  be 
the  time  you 
started  a 

Pension  ? 


Tempus.  page  30  But  how  do  you  choose  which  one? 


Cellnet  counts  cost  of  cut-offs 


By  Eric  Reguly 


bezant  software  tycoon,*  CFLLNET  the  second  largest  mobile 
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Howard  Ford:  abrupt  departure 


cent  over  last  year,  against  Vodafone's 
257  million  UK- customers. 

Cellnet  said  it  expects  to  "resume  good 
growth"  in  the  second  quarter  and 
confirmed  that  the  new  billing  system  is 
six  months  behind  schedule.  Orange  and 
One-2-One,  the  smallest  of  the  four 
mobile  phone  companies,  announced 
better  than  expected  growth  figures  as  the 
market  expanded. 

One-2-One,  which  is  owned  equally  by 
Cable  and  Wireless  and  US  West,  the 
regional  phone  company,  gained  75,000 
new  customers  in  the  quarter  to  March  31, 
up  114  per  cent  from  the  same  period  last 
year,  taking  its  customer  base  to  620,000. 

Orange,  which  is  controlled  by  Hutchison 
Whampoa  of  Hong  Kong,  took  on  109,000 
customers  in  the  quarter,  matching  the 
gains  made  previously  and  lifting  its  all- 
digital  subscriber  base  to  894,000. 


-tog  shares.  ,  J  i7« disconnection  of  customers  gams  maue  previously  ana  nrang  us  an- 

Prince  aFWafeed  is  Ijd  their  bills.  The  credit  actually  signed  up  273.000  customers  in  digital  subscriber  base  to  894,000. 
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Pennington,  page  29  instead  of  three.  Cellner  analogue  and  digital  networks,  up  13  per  Tempos,  page  30 
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How  about  this  for  a  straightforward  approach:- 

1 .  Do  you  want  a  pension  where  the  regular  monthly  premiums  can 
be  suspended  at  any  time  without  charge? 

2.  Do  you  know  for  sure  the  age  you  want  to  retire,  or  would  you 
like  to  be  able  to  retire  early  without  charge? 

3.  Do  you  know  about  ‘waiver  of  premium’  benefit  and  why  an 
‘own’  occupation  definition  is  important? 

4.  Would  you  like  to  take  an  investment  risk  to  increase  the  value  of 
your  pension? 

We  can  help  you  through  the  maze  of  pension  jargon  with  quality 
Independent  Pensions  Advice  at  the  end  of  the  phone. 

Call  us  now  for  professional  pension  advice. 


0345  419410 


direct  ^ 


Direct  Life  &  Pension  Services  Ud. 
Direct  Lite  &  Pension  Services  Unwed  is  an  Appointed 
Representative  of  Ward  Mortgages  Limited  who  are 
Independent  Financial  Advisers  regulated  by  the  Personal 
Investment  Authority  for  investment  business. 
Registered  in  England  no.  2813275 
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AltaVista 
deal  lifts 
MAID 

Shares  in  MAI  D  rose  Sp  to 
200p  after  the  group  an-, 
nounced  a  joint  technol¬ 
ogy  initiative  with 
AltaVista  Internet  Soft¬ 
ware,  the  largest  data  en- 
gine  group  on  the  Internet 
MAID  said:  "The  agree¬ 
ment  will  result  in  one  of 
the  world's  fastest  and 
most  accurate  data  retriev¬ 
al  engines  for  business 
applications.” 

Lands  ahead 

Lands  Improvement  the 
agricultural  landowner, 
yesterday  reported  a  27  per 
cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profts 
from  £32  million  to  £4.1 
million  for  die  year  ended 
December  31.  A  total 
dividend  of  4.7p  (4.7p)  wQJ 
be  paid  on  May  31. 

Brooks  rises 

Brooks  Services  Group, 
the  Bristol  textile  rental 
and  retail  services  com¬ 
pany,  yesterday  reported  a 
13  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax 
profits  from  £1.1  million  to 
£12  million.  The  final 
dividend  of  23 p;  payable 
on  June  3,  raises  the  total 
by  17  per  cent  to  35p  (3p). 

UDO  falls 

Pre-tax  profits  at  UDO 
Holdings,  the  office  sup¬ 
plies  and  reprographic  ser¬ 
vices  group,  have  fallen  by 
283  per  cent  from  £3.17 
million  to  E227  mOlion  for 
the  six  months  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31.  The  dividend  has 
been  maintained  at  2.75p. 
to  be  paid  on  May  23. 

Chief  resigns 

Pittard,  the  leather  group, 
said  Ajdan  Creedon.  its 
deputy  group  managing 
director  has  resigned  as  a 
director  and  was  leaving 
the  company  yesterday  to 
pursue  personal  interests. 

Heinz  sale 

Heinz,  the  food  group,  is  to 
sell  its  Tip  Top  New  Zea¬ 
land  ice  cream  operations 
to  Australia's  Peters  & 
Brownes  for  an  undis¬ 
closed  sum. 

Grafton  buys 

Grafton  Group  has  bought 
Wessex  Builders  Mer¬ 
chants  for  up  to  £4  million 
in  cash. 


Lanica  left  out  in  cold  as  Society  subsidiary  unveils  record  results 

Co-op  Bank  rises  for  third  year 


By  Robert  Miller 

BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 

TERRY  THOMAS,  managing 
director  of  the  Co-operative 
Bank,  unveiled  a  third  consec¬ 
utive  year  of  record  profits  and 
confirmed  that  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Wholesale  Society,  its 
parent  company,  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  opening  possible  take¬ 
over  talks  with  Lanica,  the 
family  investment  trust  run  by 
Andrew  Regan. 

Mr  Thomas  said  the  Coop 
Bank,  which  lifted  pre-tax 
profits  24  per  cent  to  £45.5 
million,  had  seen  “a  phenome- 

Trading  is 
halted  in 
Bre-X  shares 

By  George  Sivell 

SHARES  in  Bre-X,  the  Cana¬ 
dian  gold  company,  stopped 
trading  on  the  Toronto  stock 
exchange  yesterday  because  of 
technical  problems  at  the  ex¬ 
change  that  followed  a  fallal 
65  cents  to  C$320  in  very 
heavy  trading.  The  Toronto 
exchange  said:  "The  stock  is 
unavailable  because  of  techni¬ 
cal  problems.” 

The  fall  followed  a  pro¬ 
nouncement  from  the  Indone¬ 
sian  Mining  Minister  that 
there  was  gold  at  Bre-X's  site 
at  Busang,  but  that  die  actual 
amount  had  yet  to  be 
ascertained. 

The  Minister  also  said  there 
would  be  a  parliamentary 
hearing  during  June  to  discuss 
the  fate  of  the  applications  for 
contracts  by  Bre-X  to  further 
explore  and  develop  the 
Busang  find.  The  applications 
have  been  put  on  hold  by  the 
Government 

Ida  Bagus  Sudjana,  die 
Minister,  said:  “We  believe 
(here  is  gold  there  ...  (but) 
whether  foe  amount  is  50  or  70 
million  ounces,  we  have  yet  to 
check  it  out" 

Bre-X  which  discovered  foe 
Busang  deposit,  said  last  week 
that  the  property  might  hold 
less  than  foe  71  million  ounces 
of  gold  it  had  declared  previ¬ 
ously.  The  admission  came  a 
week  after  Michael  de  Gut¬ 
man.  the  Bre-X  chief  geologist 
who  helped  to  discover  the 
deposit,  fell  out  of  a  helicopter 
on  his-  way  to  Busang.  An 
autopsy  report  is  awaited. 


naT  increase  in  retail  and 
corporate  business  from  its 
larger  high  street  rivals.  There 
are,  he  added,  no  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  talking  to 
lanica.  whose  shares  were 
suspended  in  Ffebruaiy  at 
£1930  after  takeover  talk 
caused  a  sharp  price  rise. 

Mr  Thomas,  who  retires  in 
October  after  ten  years  at  the 
bank's  helm,  said  of  Lanica:  ”2 
look  to  the  moment  when  their 
shares  are  re-listed.  Share¬ 
holders  should  sell  and  sell 
early  as  they  are  likely  to  drop 
like  a  stone.  I  wouldn't  give 
you  thruppenoe  for  them." 


Lanica  and  Galileo,  its  shell 
takeover  company  backed  by 
Jupiter  Asset  Management, 
Schroders  and  Killick,  the 
stockbroker,  declined  to  reply 
to  the  the  Coopts  comments 
yesterday.  It  is  understood 
that  Mr  Regan  has  applied  to 
foe  Bank  of  England  to  be 
deemed  a  “fit  and  proper- 
person  to  own  foe  Coop  bank 
should  a  takeover  materialise 
City  observers  point  out  that 
Mr  Regan  has  never  expressed 
a  desire  to  be  a  banker  and 
Bank  approval  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  even  if  foe  Co-op  were  to 
be  immediately  sold  on. 


The  Co-op  Bank  reported 
retail  customer  deposits  up  27 
per  cent  last  year.  They  now 
stand  at  £2.4  billion,  double 
the  level  five  years  ago.  Total 
assets  rase  to.  £4J5  billion.  The 
bank  also  announced  details 
of  a  three-year  no-corapulsory- 
redundancy  agreement  with 
Bifu,  the  banking,  finance  and 
insurance  union. 

Ray  Shuttieworfo,  Bifu’S  as¬ 
sistant  secretary,  said  of  foe 
Lanica  offer  of  talks:  “The  Co¬ 
operative  bank  is  unique  in 
Britain  and  we  want  its  differ¬ 
ence  to  be  protected.”  He 
added  that  the  union  wel¬ 


comed  the  Co-op's  statement 
that  a  Regan  takeover  is 
"doomed  to  failure" 

Mr  Thomas  said  foe  Coop 
Bank  was  halfway  through  a 
reorganisation  that  would 
bring  “automated"  hanking 
outlets  that  would  provide  a  24- 
hour  service.  He  added:  “We 
are  building  a  bank  to  compete 
fiercely  in  foe  21st  century  by 
providing  the  anytime,  any¬ 
where  banking  sendee  that  foe 
increasingly  sophisticated  indi¬ 
vidual  and  corporate  custom¬ 
ers  demand.” 
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PETER  TREVNOR 


Julian  Blogh,  chief  executive  of  Ultra,  which  is  interested  in  buying  US  businesses 

Ultra  on  acquisition  trail 


ULTRA  ELECTRONICS,  the 
aerospace  components  com¬ 
pany.  is  seeking  acquisitions 
to  complement  its  current 
position  as  supplier  on  major 
projects  such  as  the  Euro- 
fighter  and  Nimrod. 

Ultra,  whose  chief  executive 
is  Julian  Blogh.  emphasised 
its  interest  in  American  rather 
than  European  electronics 
businesses  and  stated  its  in¬ 
tentions  to  avoid  divers  ifica- 


By  Oliver  August 

lion  so  soon  after  last  year’s 
flotation.  Peter  Macfarlane, 
chairman,  said:  “Ultra's  pos¬ 
ition  in  niche  markets,  its 
strong  alliances  and  teaming 
arrangements  leave  it  weU 
placed  to  benefit  from  the 
continued  consolidation  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  the  industry. 

“This  should  provide  op¬ 
portunities  for  further  strate¬ 
gic  acquisitions,  which  should 
enable  Ultra  to  expand  both 


its  technology  base  and  its 
market  breadth.” 

In  the  year  to  December  30. 
pre-tax  profits  increased  from 
£6.4  million  to  £14.1  million. 
Earnings  per  share  rose  from 
6.9p  to  15.1p.  No  dividend  will 
be  paid  but  an  interim  divi¬ 
dend  is  planned  for  next  year._ 
The  ordezhook  stands  at  a 
record  £174.1  million. 

Tempos,  page  30 


Lloyd’s  in 
repeat  of 
£lbn  profit 

By  Jon  Ashworth 


LLOYD’S  of  London,  which 
Incurred  huge  losses  in  foe 
late  1930s  and  early  1990s.  said 
preliminary  pre-tax  profits  for 
1994  exceeded  £1  billion  for  foe 
second  year  running. 

The  figures,  reflecting  foe 
year  in  which  corporate  capi¬ 
tal  took  hold  at  Lloyd's,  com- 
with  a  profit  of  £1.083 
ion  in  1993.  The  prelimi- 
nary  result  is  based  on  an 
initial  review  of  syndicate 
returns,  together  with  market 
projections. 

Uoyd's  publishes  its  results 
three  years  in  arrears.  The 
corporation  forecast  a  profit 
for  the  1994  pure  underwriting 
year  of  £1.008  million,  based 
on  a  less  favourable  dollar 
exchange  rate.  Final  figures 
will  be  published  in  early 
June. 

Rates  in  the  marine  market 
peaked  towards  the  end  of 

1994,  but  the  large  amounts  of 
capacity  flooding  in  led  to  rate 
reductions  in  most  sectors  in 

1995.  Non-marine  was  antici¬ 
pating  a  good  profit  in  1994 
despite  some  effect  from  the 
NTorthridge  earthquake  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia  and  robust  competition 
from  worldwide  direct  and 
reinsurance  markets. 

The  aviation  market  en¬ 
joyed  modest  rate  rises 
throughout  1994.  After  a 
cyclical  peak  in  1993,  motor 
rates  experienced  downward 
pressure  throughout  1994,  and 
remain  under  pressure,  fueled 
by  the  emergence  of  aggres¬ 
sive  direct  players. 


Our  3-in-l  healthcare  plan 
offers  you  so  much  for  so  little 


From  your  first  contact  to  settling  your  claims,  Lifetime  HeaitbC are 
from  Legal  &  General  is  the  healthcare  plan  that  gives  you  more 
and  costs  less.  It  takes  care  of  your  hospital  costs  including 
surgical  and  medical  treatments,  post-operative  cate,  nursing  and 
day  care.  And,  if  you  are  under  60,  it  includes  a  cash  fund  towards 
dental,  optical  and  other  healthcare  expenses,  as  well  as  a  lump 
sum  payment  to  help  in  the  event  of  a  disabling  or  final  accident. 

Yet  all  three  of  these  valuable  benefits  are  yours  at  a  very 
affordable  monthly  cost. 

WeVe  put  extra  cover  and  extra  care  plus  a  lifetime’s 
experience  of  insurance  into  our  healthcare  plan. 


Private  Medical  Insurance 

Extensive  cover  for  the  hospital  care  you  need. 

i 

Medical  Cash  Fund** 

A  cash  fund  for  dental,  optical  and  other  healthcare  expenses. 

i 

Accident  Insurance* 

J  A  lump  sum  in  the  event  of  a  disabling  or  fatal  accident. 

*Ai<ailable  only  to  persons  up  to  60  years  of  age 
*Some  benefits  are  subject  to  a  qualifying  period 

AM  3  benefits  in  1  for  a  small  monthly  sum. 


Lifetime  Health  Care  from  Legal  &  General 


FIND  OUT  MORE  TODAY.  RHONE  US  FREE  QUOTING  REE  BT  1)1  02 

0500  66  99  66 

WEEKDAYS  Sam  -  8pm  WEEKENDS  9am  -  5 pin 


Send  to  Legal  &  General,  FREEPOST  SWC  0467,  Cardiff;  CFZ  IYW 
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Please  send  me  a  personal  quotation  at 
no  obligation 

We  may  idepbooc  you  id  make  sore  ihs  tbc  iaftrmaton  7011  have 
requested  has  arrived  safdy.  Now  and  then,  we  may  also  tell  you 
about  other  products  or  services  offered  by  the  Legal  &  General 
Croup  of  companies,  that  we  believe  may  be  of  interest  to  ton.  If 
you  would  prefer  not  to  receree  this  carefully  selected  information, 
please  tide  here  □ 


BI7/DL02 

legal  ft  Gcoeal  Dhw  United 
Rcgtscml  1»  Eagfrfld  No  *702080 
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Trafficmaster  system 
licensed  to  Germany 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


SHARES  in  Trafficmaster 
sprang  from  a  12-month  low 
yesterday  as  the  company 
sealed  a  deal  to  license  its 
traffic  jam  warning  systems  to 
Mannesmann  Autocom,  the 
German  telecoms  group. 

The  company,  whose  con¬ 
gestion  detectors  already  cover 
British  motorways,  said  that 
the  deal  establishes  its  technol¬ 
ogy  as  the  European  standard. 
The  shares  rose  32p,  to  307p. 

Mannesmann  is  joining 
forces  with  Deutsche  Telecom, 


its  rival,  to  plant  the  detectors, 
and  aims  to  cover  75  per  cent 
of  Germany's  motorways  by 
next  summer.  The  two  will 
then  sell  foe  dashboard  tech- 
•  nology  as  competitors. 

Trafficmaster  is  expected  to 
receive  £2  million  from  foe 
installation,  and  E3  million  a 
year  after  German  drivers 
start  buying  the  system. 

Trafficmaster  is  expected  to 
announce,  on  Monday,  a  1996 
pre-tax  loss  of  £15  million 
(1995:  loss  of  £2.48  million). 


BUSINESS  ROUNDUP 


BASF  confident  as 
orders  start  to  rise 

BASF,  foe  German  chemicals  company,  expects  to  post 
stronger  earnings  and  an  increase  in  sales  because  of  foe 
global  recovery:  The  company  said  sales  tins  year  are 
expected  to  exceed  DM49  billion  after  nstn|5.5p  cart  to 
DM48.77  billion  in  1996,  when  pre-ax  profits  chmbed  6.9 
per  cent  to  DM4.4  billion.  BASF,  the  last  of  Germat^ 
dux*  chemical  giants  to  report  ns  1996  rwults.  sud  1997 
had  started  strongly  as  orders  rose  compared  with  foe  end 

°  Itsaid  it  expects  stronger  domestic  demand,  marking  an 
improvement  from  sluggish  economic  conditions  in 
Germany  which  kept  a  Ud  on  domestic  sales  fast  year. 
Sales  climbed  only  28  per  cent  to  DM12.97  billion  in 
Germany.  In  March  BASF's  rivals,  Hoecfet  and  Bayer, 
disappointed  the  markets  with  weak  fourth-quarter 
earnings  and  a  subdued  outlook  that  sent  chain  cal 
industry  shares  spinning. 

Asprey  appointment 

ASPREY,  the  luxury  jeweller  and  accessories  group,  has 
snatched  a  senior  executive  from  Liberty  to  run  its  London 
and  overseas  operations.  Geoffrey  Lang  joins  on  April  21 
as  managing  director  for  Asprey  London  and  Internation¬ 
al.  Mr  Lang  replaces  Tim  Cooper,  who  is  stepping  down, 
ahead  of  his  retirement  later  this  year .  The  appointment  is 
the  latest  in  a  round  of  management  changes  at  Asprey. 
Barbara  Snoad  joined  as  retail  director  last  month  and 
Maria  Sealy  joined  as  marketing  director  in  January. 

US  orders  increase 

US  FACTORY  orders  rose  0.3  per  cent  in  February  after  a 
surge  of  2J>  per  cent  in  January,  the  Commerce  Departowit 
said  yesterday.  Wall  Street  analysts  had  foreseen  an  increasein 
February  of  l  per  cent  Orders  for  durable  goods  went  up  15 
per  cent  in  February  while  those  for  non-durables  gained  0.1 
per  cent.  February  factory  orders  were  up  7.8  per  cent  year-pn- 
year.  Excluding  transportation,  factory  orders  rose  1.6  per  cent 
in  February,  against  2.6  per  cent  in  January.  Manufacturing 
inventories  rose  0.4  per  rent,  against  0.5  per  cent  in  January. 

Radamec  28%  ahead 

RADAMEC  GROUP,  a  maker  of  high-tech  equipment  for 
broadcasting  and  defence,  lifted  pre-tax  profits  28  per  cent,  to 
£1.72  million,  from  £1-34  million,  in  the  year  to  December  31. 
Earnings  per  share  rose  26  per  cent,  to  6-2p  (4.9p).  Turnover 
was  up  32  per  cent,  to  £16.5  million  (£12.46  million).  Sales  were 
hposteti  by  a  new  virtual  reality  TV  studio  system.  Virtual' 
Scenario,  and  contracts  to  supply  electro-optical  equipment  to. 
the  Indian  Coastguard  and  the  Royal  Navy.  A  2p  final 
dividend,  due  on  July  4,  makes  3p,  up  from  2.4p. 

Bickerton  joins  AIM 

BICKERTON  GROUP,  the  building  contractor,  is  joining  the 
Alternative  Investment  Market  via  a  placing  of  up  to  5.102 
million  ordinary  shares  at  40p.  The  issue  has  been  over¬ 
subscribed  and  dealings  are  to  start  tomorrow.  The  board  wjfo 
speak  for  68  per  cent  of  the  equity.  The  business,  founded  ini 
1930.  passed  from  family  ownership  in  1985.  Ken  Wilkins  and 
family  trusts  acquired  a  majority  stake  in  1992.  The  group, 
headed  by  Mr  Wilkins  and  Bob  Morton,  acquired  foe  name, 
contracts  and  goodwill  of  Hatfield  Construction  in  1993. 

Barr  raises  dividend 

BARR  and  Wallace  Arnold  Trust,  the  motor  retail  and  leisure 
group,  lifted  pre-tax  profits  to  £53  million,  from  £4.6  million, 
in  foe  year  to  December  31.  Earnings  per  share  rose  to  23.4p. 
from  20.8,  and  the  year's  dividend  rises  by  9.1  per  cent,  to  12p. 
David  W interbottom,  chairman,  said:  “Our  businesses  still 
trade  in  difficult  conditions  with  foe  economic  recovery  not 
reflected  through  into  retail  sales  in  our  areas  of  operation." 
The  motor  division  had  started  foe  current  year  well,  and 
leisure  bookings  were  ahead  of  1996  and  1995,  he  said. 
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LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


FRIENDS^ 


PROVIDENT 


Notice  of  M  e  e  t  i  n  g 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  flat  die  164th  Annual  Obtekal 
Mstwc  W  Bonx'  PROVTDQfr  LM  Once  will  be  bdd  21 

Glazsrs  Hall.  9  Montague  CLott,  London  Bridge,  London, 

SEI.on  Wednesday.  30thA«jl  1997  ai  250pto.  to  transact  tbr 
following  tasmeaK- 

1  Tbrecctre  foe  RnaweMSamnenu  far  foe  yew  ended  3l« 
December  1 996  aod  the  Reports  of  tbe  Directors  and  Auditors 
■bacon. 

2  To  reject  as  a  Director  of  the  Office  The  Rl  Hon.  dm  Lord 
JeokiD  of  Rotiog  who  tun  attained  ibe  age  of  70. 

3  To  re-deer  as  Directors  of  the  Office.  Graham  Ada  end  Michael 
Meflafafa.  who  retire  by  rotation. 

4  To  etas  Chrisoptw  tenmen.  who  fees  beer  sppoiracd  spec  Ibe 
Eat  Animal  General  Meeting,  m  a  Director  of  the  Office. 

5  Toraapprart friccWstcibatw;  as  (be  angenfotte  Office  and 
■0  autboriae  dm  Director*  to  fix  iheir  reawaemkM. 

By  Outer  of  the  Directors,  Friends'  ProvkJenJ  Life  Office 

B.W.  Sweethnd.  PWnm  End 

Secretary.  Datong 

SmeyRTOIQA  ■ 

3rd  April  1997 

A  Member  b  ertWed  to  ^foim  amber  person  (wbo  need  out  be 
x  Member)  to  attend  foe  above  meeting  and  vote  instead  of  ton.  lb 
be  valid,  the  manmienl  updating  a  proxy,  which  thenid  be  as  bear 
d  foe  form  set  M  h  mle  20  of  die  Roles  of  tbe  Office  as  cnoamnoce* 
admit.  end  foe  power  of  attorney  Or  tthef  ttthority  fit  under  ■ 

•bid]  ii  Is  siloed,  or  ■  ootarixfiy  certified  copy  of  dns  power  or 
mtiorily,  tni*  be  deposited  ■  Kxham  End,  Doting,  Surrey,  RIM 
[QA,  □«  lea  dua  fortj-eigbt  flora?  Wore  Eh:  mne  fixed  for 
boMing  ds  meeting,  or  adjourned  meeting,  or.  in  the  UK  ofipoH, 
nor  dan  irony-four  bom  before  foe  dene  appokned  for  the 

nUm  ot  ite  potL  Proxy  form  may  be  obtained  M  qipRcadon  to  tbe 
Seaaay,  breo  whom  copter  of  Ac  Arm!  Report  aid  Attends  exd 
xb4  be  obtained. 
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□  The  Richard  Branson  approach,  Saudi-slyle  □  Spottiswoode  decision  has  wide  implications  □  Banking  on  leadership 
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'  nANOTHER  WEEK,  another 
few  hundred  million  dollars 
Prmce  al-Waleed  bin  Talal  is 
beginning  to  resemble  one  of 
those  American  billionaires  who 

profited  so  handsomely  from  the 

!  J929  As  stockbrokers 

leapt  from  the  windows,  the 
:  opportunists  were  waiting  with 
their  cheque  books,  ready  to 
capitalise  on  the  market  panic. 

Astute,  of  course,  but  will  the 
same  prove  true  for  Prince  al- 
waieed?  His  reputation  as  a 
canny  investor  is  so  far  intact  — 
his  stakes  in  Citicorp  and  Euro 
Disney  have  proved  their  worth 
—  but  could  he  be  heading  for  a 
fall?  In  the  past  three  weeks,  he 
has  taken  a  stake  in  Trans  World 
Airlines  (TWA),  announced  a 
$600  million  hotels  deal  with 
Lonrho,  paid  $20  million  for  5 
per  cent  in  Norwegian  Cruise 
tine,  and  spent  $115  million 
buying  shares  in  Apple  Com¬ 
puter.  Surely  there  is  a  danger 

that  he  will  trip  himself  up? 

Not  necessarily.  For  a  start, 
the  prince  appears  to  have  some¬ 
thing  of  which  Western  moguls 
can  only  dream  —  access  to  a 
limitless  supply  erf  cash.  He 
seemed  to  have  little  trouble 
stumping  up  £104  million  for  the 
Hotel  George  V  in  Paris.  His 
timely  arrival  at  Euro  Disney  — 
five  years  old  next  week  —  did 
not  prompt  questions  about  his 
credit-worthiness.  His  Middle 
Eastern  assets,  spanning  con- 


A  prince  among  investors 


struction.  retailing  and  banking 
arc  worth  a  reputed  $4  billion,  so 
one  can  only  guess  at  the 
amounts  sloshing  around. 

Secondly.  Prince  al-Waleed 
adopts  what  could  be  dubbed  the 
Richard  Branson"  approach  to 
business.  He  makes  shrewd  use 
of  advisers,  understands  the 
value  of  a  brand,  and  is  careful  to 
spread  his  risks.  Witness  the 
investment  in  Silvio  Berlusconi'S 
television  empire,  in  which  the 
prince  was  just  part  of  a  E700 
million  consortium.  Ditto  the 
Reichmann-led  consortium  that 
paid  £800  million  for  Canary 
Wharf  in  London’s  Docklands. 

TWA  and  Apple  undoubtedly 
come  at  the  riskier  end  of  the 
investment  spectrum,  but  could 
yield  spectacular  returns  in  the 
longer  term.  Apple,  for  one.  has  a 
great  brand  name,  and  an 
association  with  excellence,  even 
if  it  lost  its  way  when  the 
personal  computer  market 
shifted  from  manufacturers, 
such  as  IBM.  to  software  houses 
such  as  Microsoft.  Prospects 
must  be  reasonable,  whatever 
the  outcome  of  Larry  Ellison's 
long-rumoured  $1  billion  punt. 

As  it  is.  Prince  aI~Waieed's 


legacy  has  become  almost  self- 
fulfilling.  The  mere  hint  that  he 
is  on  board  is  enough  to  make 
people  sit  up  and  pay  attention. 
The  downside,  of  course,  is  that 
his  name  is  now  routinely  men¬ 
tioned  when  any  big  hotel  invest¬ 
ment  comes  up  for  grabs  —  look 
at  the  fuss  over  the  Savoy  last 
year  —  but  he  can  live  with  that. 

The  only  odd  move  so  far  has 
been  the  link-up  with  Michael 
Jackson,  which  turns  on  vague 
plans  for  a  multi-media  enter¬ 
tainment  company  based  on 
"family  values”.  Hotels,  fine. 
Airlines,  no  problem.  But  family 
values?  Perhaps  this  is  one  idea 
that  is  best  forgotten. 

Pressure  still  on 
British  Gas 

D  TWELVE  months  ago. 
domestic  gas  competition  was 
pioneered  in  the  South  West 
Great  things  were  hoped  for  by  a 
government  determined  to  inject 
competition  into  household  en¬ 
ergy  supply.  Exposing  British 
Gas  (now  Centrica)  to  rivals 
would  reduce  prices  and  set  in 
place  a  system  in  which  gas 


Pennington 


suppliers  would  fight  each  other 
for  business. 

Has  it  worked?  That  is  what 
die  Director-General  of  Gas 
Supply  must  decide  when  she 
rules  on  whether  Centrica  can 
offer  special  local  price  discounts 
and  start  to  daw  back  market 
share,  in  order  to  sanction  such  a 
move  Clare  Spottiswoode  must 
be  satisfied  that  a  competitive 
market  has  been  established.  If  it 
hasn’t,  and  British  Gas  prices 
are  cut,  many  of  the  companies 
vying  for  its  business  with 
cheaper  tariffs  may  soon  bum 
our.  To  the  many  people  who  still 
look  upon  the  British  Gas  brand 
as  the  gas  board,  the  lack  of 
much  price  incentive  to  change 
will  persuade  them  to  stay. 

Anything  less  than  full  com¬ 


petition  in  the  market  in  its  early 
stages  will  not  ensure  proper 
competition  when  the  whole 
country  is  able  to  choose.  A  year 
on.  British  Gas  retains  80  per 
cent  of  die  South  West's  house¬ 
holds  despite  other  companies 
offering  tariff  discounts  of  20  per 
cent  on  its  prices.  Pessimistic 
rumours  suggest  that  some  ri¬ 
vals  may  not  trade  in  the  South 
West  for  much  longer  as  they 
struggle  to  make  returns  on  low 
customer  numbers.  British  Gas’s 
nearest  rival  has  just  8*a  per  cent 
of  the  market. 

Centrica  has  decided  for  itself 
that  competition  is  established 
and  has  already  offered  a  dis¬ 
count  to  direct  debit  customers. 
When  British  Gas’s  hold  was 
prised  from  the  industrial  mar¬ 
ket,  it  was  made  to  lose  60  per 
cent  market  share  in  the  larger 
market  and  45  per  cent  in  the 
smaller  business  sector  before  it 
could  cut  prices. 

Such  restraints  were  imposed 
to  foster  competition  in  an  area 
that  is  far  less  brand  loyal  and 
far  less  nervous  of  change  than 
the  average  homeowner.  Ms 
Spottiswoode  may  well  feel  that 
Centrica  should  be  forced  to  see 


at  least  half  of  its  customers 
disappear  before  if  can  be  said  to 
competing  with  its  rivals  on 
anything  like  equal  terms. 

Better  choice 
for  the  Co-op 

□  THE  Cooperative  Bank  un¬ 
veiled  a  healthy  20  per  cenr 
return  on  shareholder  funds 
yesterday.  Together  with  a  24  per 
cent  increase  in  pre-tax  profits,  it 
shows  that  taking  a  strong 
ethical  line  and  holding  to  a 
policy  of  not  being  all  things  to 
all  people's  banking  needs  can 
pay  handsome  dividends. 

Terry  Thomas,  the  bank’s 
managing  director,  says  he  can 
provide  people  with  an  alter¬ 
native  service  to  those  of  the  big 
dearers  and  still  be  a  hard-nosed 
banker.  Coop  rejects  40  per  cenr 
of  all  credit  card  applicants  and 
has  cut  staff  from  4,500  to  3.250 
—  a  level  which  has  begun  to 
dimb  again  and  now  stands  at 
3,900.  All  this  might  attract  little 
attention  outside  banking  had 
the  Coop  bank  not  been  caught 
up  in  a  putative  takeover  of  its 
parent  by  Lanica,  a  family  trust 


run  by  young  Andrew  Regan, 
through  a  company  called 
Galileo.  The  Co-op  movement 
has  dosed  ranks  and  refused 
even  to  have  talks  about  talks. 

Much  is  made  of  Regan’s 
supposed  desire  to  asset  strip 
and  sell-off  chunks  such  as 
funerals,  fanning  and  foods.  So 
what  happens  to  the  banking 
jewel  in  Co-op’s  crown?  Coop 
directors  are  paid  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  all  members. 
They  should  address  urgently 
die  poor  performance  elsewhere. 
This  does  not  mean  the  move¬ 
ment  would  serve  its  members 
well  by  being  broken  up  and  sold 
off  piecemeal. 

what  the  movement  needs 
now  is  some  sterling  leadership. 
Mr  Thomas  is  to  stand  down 
from  the  bank  in  October.  He 
looks  an  ideal  choice  to  turn 
round  the  wider  business. 

Team  spirit 

□  THE  rush  to  market  by  foot¬ 
ball  dubs  is  creating  some 
strange  businesses.  Premiership 
straggler  Southampton  has  aptly 
teamed  up  with  a  former  special¬ 
ist  in  retirement  hones.  Yes¬ 
terday  Bolton  Wanderers  sealed 
a  reverse  takeover  by  Mosaic 
Investments,  previously  known 
for  spirits  measures  and  a  stake 
in  Copyright  Promotions,  which 
sells  tne  rights  to  The  Simpsons. 
Star  Wars  and  Mr  Men. 
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Charles  Wightman,  right  and  Akkra  Connolly, finance  director,  expect  to  take  advantage  of  improving  markets 

f  Bolton  Wanderers  to 
head  for  stock  market 


By  AlasdajrMurray  • 

BOLTON  WANDERERS,  one 
of  the  founding  dubs  of  the 
Football  League,  is  set  to 
become  the  latest  team  to  join 
the  stock  market  in  a  reverse 
takeover  that  will  value  the 
dub  at  £22  million. 

•  Bolton  has  agreed  a  deal 
with  Mosaic  Investments,  the 
bar  and  catering  products 
company,  with  the  club's  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Premiership  virtu¬ 
ally  guaranteed. 

.Terms  of  the  deal  were 
disclosed  as  shares  of 
Newcastle  United  rose  to  a 


premium  on  the  first  day  of 
trading  and  Derby  County 
revealed  it  is  seeking  a  £15 
million  institutional  placing 
ahead  of  a  flotation. 

The  enlarged  group  wifi  be 
renamed  Bumden  Leisure, 
after  the  dubs  old  ground, 
and  will  be  aiming  to  develop 
as  a  diverse  sports  and  leisure 
company. 

No  fresh  money  wiJJ  be 
raised  in  the  flotation,  but 
Mosaic  has  a  cash  balance  of 
£8.9  million,  which  will  be 
made  available  for  transfer 
deals  and  for  the  completion  of 
a  new  25.000-seat  stadium  and 


retail  park  cm  the  edge  of  the 
town.  David  Williams,  chair¬ 
man  of  Mosaic,  said  the  new 
company  is  keen  to  use  the 
leisure  facilities  at  the  stadium 
in  the  widest  possible  way.  He 
is  hopeful  that  it  can  become  a 
venue  for  pop  concerts  and  is 
examining  the  possibility  of 
investing  in  other  sports  such 
as  rugby  league. 

Mosaic  is  offering  1,135 
shares  for  every  Bolton  ordi¬ 
nary  share,  leaving  Bolton 
shareholders  with  67  per  cent 
of  the  capita]  of  the  new 
company. 

Gordon  H  a  r  greaves,  the 


Mortgage  moans  muffled 


By  Robert  Miller 

INSURERS  and  mortgage 
lenders  are  faffing  when  it 
comes  to  dealing  with  com¬ 
plaints  by  the  public,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  out  today  from 
the  Consumers'  Association. 

Its  Which?  magazine  says 
that  the  new  Mortgage  Code 


of  Conduct  backed  by  banks 
and  building  societies,  should 
help,  but  “die  Association  of 
British  Insurers  needs  to  do 
more  to  help  consumers”. 

The  Which f  survey  found 
that  current  accounts  and 
mortgages  were  the  products 
causing  most  complaints. 
Current  account  complaints 


were  usually  about  errors, 
and  mortgage  complaints 
tended  to  be  of  misleading 
advice.  Which?  says. 

Which?  says  that  if  com¬ 
plaints  are  not  resolved  at  the 
first  attempt  a  third  of  people 
give  up.  and  says  that  the 
message  that  ombudsmen  ex¬ 
ist  is  not  getting  through. 


current  chairman  of  Bolton, 
will  hold  a  stake  of  around  8 
per  cent  in  the  new  company 
and  wifi  become  chief  executive 
of  Bumden  Leisure.  Sue  Ball, 
currently  finance  director  at 
Mosaic,  will  become  the 
group’s  finance  director  and 
Mr  Williams  will  become 
chairman. 

Shares  in  Mosaic  are  cur¬ 
rently  suspended  at  51  bp. 
with  trading  in  Bumden  Lei¬ 
sure  expected  to  recommence 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Shares  in  Newcastle  United 
rose  5p  in  first  day  of  trading 
to  close  at  140p.  ensuring  the 
club  instantly  became  the 
second  most  valuable  on  the 
stock  marker  with  a  capital¬ 
isation  of  £200  million.  The 
largest  is  Manchester  United. 

The  flotation  raised  E54  mil¬ 
lion,  which  will  be  used  to 
repay  debt,  future  installments 
of  transfer  fees  and  develop 
youth  facilities.  Neweasrle, 
which  has  not  made  a  profit  in 
the  past  five  years,  has  spent 
nearly  £50  million  in  that  time 
on  stars  such  as  Alan  Shearer. 
Les  Ferdinand  and  David 
Ginola. 


60  years  ago  Germany  started 

tile  BBC  promoted  appeasement,  die  sceptics  were  called 
“Gennanophobe”  and  the  Tories  tried  to  de-select 
Churchill...  .  *  *  * 

*  ★ 

EUROPE’S  FULL  CIRCLE 

*  * 

*  *  * 

by  Rodney  Atkinson 

“Records  in  convincing,  sombre  and  well  researched  detail 

Director  General,  Defence  Intelligence  Staff. 

“Ih  this  160  rage  work  there  is  so  reach  that  has  not  before 

taKS for  ataiittag  aims  whtch  we 
bdieved  had  £^SwiDdon 


Buoyant  Yule  Catto 
eyes  acquisitions 


By  Martin  Barrow 


YULE  CATTO  &  Company, 
the  speciality  chemicals  and 
building  products  company, 
has  reported  a  10.1  percent  rise 
in  pre-tax  profits  in  1996  and 
says  that  it  continues  to  evalu¬ 
ate  potential  acquisitions. 

PTO-tax  profits  rose  ra  06.45 
million,  from  E33.12  million, 
on  turnover  slighrly  down  ro 
£383.85  million,  from  £390.77 
million. 

There  was  modest  improve¬ 
ment  in  volumes,  but  turnover 
declined  in  line  with  selling 
prices,  which  benefited  from 
lower  material  input  costs. 
After  two  years  of  extreme  vol¬ 
atility.  prices  of  key  chemical 
feedstocks  have  stabilised  a i 
much  lower  levels,  letting 
margins  show  some  recovery. 

Speciality  chemicals  had  a 


successful  year,  with  most 
businesses  making  higher 
profits.  Plant  improvements 
initiated  in  the  past  three  years 
are  now  largely  complete  and 
a  lower  level  of  maintenance 
capital  is  now  forecast. 

Building  products  showed  a 
slight  improvement  in  overall 
profits,  although  one  or  two 
poor  performers  masked  a 
significant  increase  from  the 
stronger  operations. 

Earnings  per  share  rose  to 
22. 7p.  from  20.3p.  A  5.4p  final 
dividend  makes  9p,  up  125  per 
cent. 

Lord  Catto,  chairman,  said 
that  the  company  had  made  a 
satisfactory'  start  to  the  current 
year  and  that  prospects 
appeared  reasonable,  in  spite 
of  the  strength  of  sterling. 


Profits  slip 
at  Walker 
Greenbank 

WALKER  GREENBANK, 
the  wall  coverings  and  fabrics 
group,  suffered  a  6  per  cent 
fall  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £9 
million  for  the  year  to  Janu¬ 
ary  31  despite  lifting  sales  5 
per  cent  to  £100.9  million 
(Chris  Ayres  writes). 

Charles  Wightman.  chief 
executive,  was  bullish  about 
the  year  ahead,  saying:  “lam 
disappointed  that  a  drop  in 
demand  in  certain  of  our 
markets  has  temporarily  un¬ 
dermined  our  trading  perfor¬ 
mance. 

“However,  our  extensive 
capital  investment  pro¬ 
gramme  and  the  restructur¬ 
ing  of  our  cost  base  have 
positioned  us  wefl  to  take 
advantage  of  markets  which 
are  .  showing  signs  of 
improvement" 

A  final  dividend  of  2.4p  a 
share,  due  July  8,  maintains 
the  total  dividend  at  3.7p. 
payable  from  earnings  that 
fell  to  5p  from  5.6p. 


British  Midland 
chooses  Airbus 

By  Harvey  Elliott,  air  correspondetvt 


BRITISH  MIDLAND  yester¬ 
day  chose  Airbus  jets  to  be  the 
mainstay  of  its  fleet  into  the 
next  century  —  breaking 
Boeing’s  dominance  and  giv¬ 
ing  the  European  Airbus  con¬ 
sortium  its  biggest  British 
sales  boost. 

In  a  deal  worth  more  than 
$1  billion,  the  airline  is  to  take 
delivery  of  eight  196-seat  Air¬ 
bus  A3215  and  twelve  160-seat 
A320s.  Twelve  will  be  leased 
from  the  manufacturer  and 
eight  will  be  bought 

The  order  is  the  largest  ever 
by  a  British  carrier  for  aircraft 
bui/t  by  the  European  consor¬ 
tium.  in  which  British  Aero¬ 
space  has  a  20  per  cent  stake. 

The  choice  of  engines  will  be 
finalised  later  and  is  likely  to 
involve  as  fierce  a  competition 
as  that  over  the  aircraft. 

Sir  Michael  Bishop,  chair¬ 
man  of  British  Midland,  said: 
"This  order  is  a  significant 


vote  of  confidence  in  the  future 
of  our  business  and  the  future 
of  European  aviation." 

Boeing  and  Airbus  had  been 
locked  in  a  bitter  sales  battle, 
with  Boeing  offering  both  the 
new  737-800  jetliner  and  the 
Boeing  757  to  give  British 
Midland  a  range  of  options 
over  the  size  of  aircraft  in  its 
fleet 

However.  Airbus  clinched 
the  deal  by  giving  the  airline 
the  option  of  upgrading  the 
A320  to  the  larger  A32I  with¬ 
out  penalty  should  demand 
for  capacity  exceed  the  air¬ 
line's  present  forecasts. 

British  Midland  has  a  fleet 
of  35  jets,  of  which  27  are 
Boeing  737s.  The  first  of  the 
new  jets  will  be  delivered  in 
1998.  and,  as  the  others  are 
delivered  over  the  following 
five  years,  the  older  Boeings 
will  be  phased  out  and 
replaced  by  Airbus  jets. 


Managers 
buy  Adas 
for  £  16.3m 

ADAS,  the  Government's  ag¬ 
ricultural  advisory  agency, 
has  been  bought  by  its  man¬ 
agement  for  £163  million 
(Fraser  Nelson  writes). 

The  agency,  which  provides 
research,  consultancy  and 
laboratory  facilities  to  the 
agriculture  industry,  has 
openly  advocated  its  pri¬ 
vatisation.  Hie  buyout  was 
led  by  Philip  Needham,  its 
current  chief  executive,  who 
will  share  a  20  per  cent  stake 
with  the  management  team. 
He  will  be  joined  by  Bob  Hart 
and  Cyril  Davies. 

Mr  Needham  said:  "Since  we 
became  a  Government  Execu¬ 
tive  Agency  in  1992,  we  have 
become  more  competitive  and 
have  successfully  found  new 
customers.  The  privatisation, 
from  our  point  of  view,  is  the 
culmination  of  years  of  effort 
which  we  are  delighted  to  see 
rewarded."  The  deal  was  partly 
funded  fay  3i,  the  venture  capi¬ 
talist  group. 


Wondering  which  way  to  vote?  With  Gateway  2000  your 
choice  is  clear.  Our  impressive  range  of  tailor-made  PCs  lets  you 
select  tbe  ideal  candidate,  from  state-of-the-art 
desktops  and  mo fti -talented  multimedia 
a  systems  to  high-performance 

B  portables.  All  our  systems  arrive  ready 

to  take  their  seat  in  the  house  and  they 
feature  tbe  latest  technology  from 
leading  suppliers,  configured  for 
maximum  power  and  speed.  We  pride 
*■ ^  ourselves  on  offering  the  highest  quality 
PCs  at  great  value  for  money.  Well  custom-build 
your  PC  with  exactly  the  features  you  need. 

The  whole  family  will  vote  for  tbe  P5-166  Multimedia 
Take  a  look  at  the  P5-166  Multimedia  -  featuring  a  166MHz 
Intel  Pentium'  processor  with  MMX’''  technology.  32MB  of 
SDRAM  and  a  2iGB  ErDE  hard  drive  -  it  boasts  maximum  power 
and  speed,  accelerating  and  enhancing  all  your  applications.  Other 
features  include  a  Mitsumi  12-16  speed  CD-ROM.  a  2MB  SGRAM 
graphics  accelerator  and  a  package  of  pre-loaded  Microsoft*' 
software  which  now  includes  MS  Office  97  Small  Business  Edition 
Plus.  The  P5-166  Multimedia  -  destined  for  high  office  if  ever  we 
saw  a  winner! 

All  this  is  backed  up  with  our  award-winning  manifesto  of 
service  and  support,  including: 

■  Free  telephone  technical  support  on  all  your  hardware  and 
software  for  as  long  as  you  own  your  PC. 

■  A  30-day  no  quibble  money-back  guarantee  (shipping  costs  not 
refundable)  plus  Gateway  2000*  warranties. 


P5-166  MULTIMEDIA 


■  lotef  166MHz  Pentium*  Processor  with  MMX”  technology 

■  32MB  High  Performance  SDRAM 

■  256 K.  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

■  35"  L44MB  Floppy  Disk  Drive 

■  Mitsumi  12-16X  ( rain-max  j  CD-ROM 

■  Western  DigSiaT  25GB  E1DE  Hard  Drive 

■  Integrated  Creative  Labs  Sound  Card  with  Altec"  Lansing  ACS41 
Speakers.  ACS25I  Sub-woofer 

■  Integrated  ATI  GT  3D  2MB  SGRAM  Graphics  Accelerator 

■  EuroViva  33.6K  Fax/Dala/Voice  Modem 

*  17"  CrysiatScan*  Monitor 

•  ATX  Tower  Case 

»  Microsoft"’  Windows*  95  125  Any  Key*  Keyboard 

■  MS"  Windows  95.  MSInfeffimraue 

■  MS  Office  97  Small  Business  Edition  Plus 
»  Interne!  Software  Bundle 

■  Software  Pack  Enhanced  for  MMX  technology 

■  3  Year  Limited  Warranty 

£1499  (£1795.40  inc.  VAT  &  Delivery) 

MS  Office  Professional  97  Upgrade.  Call  for  details. 

Call  oar  Friendly  Sales  Team  now  or  call  in  to  lie 
Gateway  2000  Showroom.  10  Bedford  Street  Covent 
Garden,  London  WC2E  9HE.  You'D  be  glad  you  did! 

Showroom  Hours  of  Business: 

1130  pm  -  6  JO  pm  Mondays 
9.30  am  -  6  JO  pm  Tnesday  -  Friday 
10.00  am  -  4.00  pm  Saturdays 
Closed  Sunday  and  Bank  Holidays 


0800  W'T T" To o  o 

http*i/www^w2Lnutk 

Galway  2900,  Clfflsfaangb  Industrial  Estate,  Dnbfin  17,  Inland. 


pentium* 
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-  . 

STOCK  MARKET  j 

CLARE  STEWART 

1 

Second-liners  shine  as 
investors  stay  nervous 


SECOND-LINE  shares  stole 
what  limited  stock  market 
glory  there  was  on  offer  in 
yesterday's  bumpy  conditions. 
FTPSE  2X)  companies  out¬ 
shone  the  top  100  to  mop  up  a 
fair  proportion  of  investors' 
money  after  a  batch  of  good 
results  caught  the  City’s 
attention. 

Among  the  250  leaders, 
Hewden  Stuart  saw  its  shares 
jump  11  per  cent,  a  rise  of  13p 
to  139* 2p  after  an  upbeat 
comment  on  current  year 
prospects  and  positive  talk 
from  brokers. 

There  was  a  hefty  volume  of 
over  eight  million  shares  in 
Premier  Oil  as  buyers  moved 
in  after  recent  press  comment 
and  a  brokers  recommenda¬ 
tion.  The  shares  were  pushed 
2*ap  higher  ro  39’2p. 

Overall  ir  was  a  day  that 
could  be  described  as  one  of 
three  halves  as  the  market 
waited  to  see  which  way  the 
US  would  jump. 

Morning  trading  saw  die 
FT'SE  100  climb  to  an  IS-point 
rise  before  early  afternoon 
jitters  knocked  confidence  and 
left  the  market  nursing  a  29- 
point  Jail. 

Despite  an  opening  slide  on 
Wall  Street.  London  clawed 
bade  some  ground  to  end  11.5 
points  lower  at  4,236.6  on 
relatively  modest  volumes  of 
just  over  700  million  shares. 

Dealers  are  bracing  them¬ 
selves  for  further  volatility, 
particularly  with  key  US  em¬ 
ployment  data  due  tomorrow. 

After  Tuesday's  fallout,  UK 
blue-chip  stocks  recovered 
some  of  their  poise  to  notch  up 
modest  gains.  Leading  the 
way  among  the  top  100  shares 
was  GEC  up  by  7hp  to  383p. 
with  dealers  responding  both 
to  hopes  of  defence  orders  and 
later  hope  for  the  group's  bid 
for  Thomson,  the  French  elec¬ 
tronics  giant 

EMI.  the  music  group,  re¬ 
covered  more  ground,  ending 
with  a  fop  rise  to  £11.60.  A 
broker’s  recommendation 
helped  to  fuel  demand,  with 
talk  also  of  the  Spice  Girl  effect 
once  again  boasting  demand. 

Reed  International,  the 
publishing  group,  was  also 
sought  after  favourable  City 
comment  and  bid  rumours 
resurfacing  once  again.  The 
shares  ended  9p  higher  at 
£11.01  lz  after  slipping  back 
from  earlier  gains.  . 

British  Sled  saw  some  ac¬ 
tion  as  nearly  22  million 
shares  changed  hands,  though 
the  share  price  edged  just 
ahead  to  160lap.  BG  was  also 
busy,  adding  3p  to  164  lap  with 


LflrFE 


Mobile  phone  numbers  grow  and  share  prices  rise 


volumes  of  over  IS  million. 
Mobile  phone  groups 
switched  on  to  rising  subscrib¬ 
er  figures.  Orange,  the  UK's 
third  largest  operator,  moved 
nearer  the  one  millon  mark 
after  lifting  subscriber  num¬ 
bers  to  S94.000.  Orange  slid 
back  from  earlier  gains  to  end 
ll2p  higher  at  2(K12p.  while 
Vodafone  which  revealed  its 
subscriber  levels  earlier  in  die 


has  netted  over  £300  million 
and  there  could  be  more  to 
come. 

Banks  and  insurance 
groups  started  well,  but  ended 
on  a  weak  note.  GRE  earned 
the  FT-SE  100  wooden  spoon 
with  a  drop  of  7p  to  271*2 p, 
while  NatWest  Bank  ended 
I4p  lower  at  679*2p. 

Newcastle  United  made  a 
less-striking  debut  than  ex- 


Shares  in  Serna,  die  software  group,  dipped  2b p  to  1340p  after  a 
placing  of  five  million  shares,  around  53  per  cent  of  its  share 
capital  formerly  held  by  Schneider.  Also,  yesterday,  the  OFT  said 
that  it  was  looking  into  Serna's  acquisition  of  British  Rail  Business 
Systems,  to  see  whether  a  reference  to  the  MMC  was  required. 


week,  moved  up  2l2p  to  27Sp. 
Cable  and  Wireless  added 
l*2p  to  491  r2p  after  its  One-2- 
One  service  added  75,000  sub¬ 
scribers  in  tiie  first  quarter, 
taking  ft  to  a  total  of  620,000. 

Rank's  £65  million  disposal 
of  its  film  distribution  arm  to 
Carlton  Communications 
was  well  received.  Rank 
shares  rose  7p  to  427 ^p.  while 
Carlton  added  34p  to  519'jp. 
Rank's  recent  run  of  disposals 

TRAFFICVASTER 
MOTORS  INTO  EUROPE 


pected,  moving  to  a  modest  5p 
premium  on  the  135p  placing 
price  as  over  eight  million 
shares  changed  hands. 

Trafficmaster.  the  traffic 
information  group,  acceler¬ 
ated  32p  to  307p.  a  new  high 
this  year,  after  announcing  tile 
licensing  of  its  system  into 
Germany  through  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Mannesmann 
Autocom.  The  move  marks 
Trafficm  aster's  first  step  into 
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Europe,  where  it  has  iis  sights 
set  on  the  French  and  Dutch 
markets  for  1998. 

Oil  and  gas  stocks  experi¬ 
enced  mixed  fortunes  in  the 
volatile  market  BP  recovered 
some  ground  to  end  9Jip 
lower  at  696p.  while  Shell  was 
off  5p  at  £10.54' 2  after  a  foil  in 
the  price  of  crude. 

Among  exploration  groups. 
Caira  Energy  dug  up  a  lOp 
rise  tb  584I2p,  Hardy  Ofl 
flared  7p  higher  to  292p  on 
news  of  a  new  gasfield  dev¬ 
elopment,  and  British  Bor¬ 
neo  leapt  54hp  to  £15.42. 

Reports  of  busy  Easter  trad¬ 
ing  helped  Country  Gardens, 
the  garden  centre  group,  to  a 
new  high  on  AIM  as  its  shares 
jumped  17p  to  199‘ip.  Path¬ 
finder  Properties,  a  more 
recent  AIM  entrant,  moved  up 
WaptaJSjp. 

Shares  in  Johnston  Press, 
the  regional  newspaper  group, 
moved  up  5p  to  19llap  after 
announcing  a  43  per  cent  rise 
in  pre-tax  profits  last  year. 
Among  electronics  group, 
Amstrad  gave  up  early  gains 
in  the  wake  of  its  Dan  call 
disposal,  to  end  4p  lower  at 
217‘ap,  while  a  2S  per  cent 
jump  in  pre-tax  profits  at 
Radamec  pushed  shares  7 p 
higher  to  lO?1*?. 

AIM-quoted  Interonte  Tele¬ 
communications  saw  its 
shares  dive  41p  to  a  new  low  of 
61*2p.  The  fall  came  after  the 
company  announced  in¬ 
creased  losses  of  £23  million 
for  a  nine-month  period. 

Yule  Catto,  the  chemicals 
group,  fell  back  I3p  to  354'2p 
after  profits  disappointed  the 
market,  while  UDO  Holdings 
also  failed  to  impress  and 
ended  15p  lower  at  157  4p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Calmer 
conditions  were  restored  to  the 
London  market  yesterday 
some  of  tiie  ground  lost  earlier 
in  the  week  was  recovered. 
The  market  outperformed  a 
number  of  its  European 
counterparts.  In  gilt  futures, 
volume  at  40.000  contracts 
remained  relatively  low  as 
investors  held  back  ahead  of 
key  economic  data  due  from 
the  US  tomorrow.  The  June 
series  of  the  long  gilt  finished 
up  £*32  at  £I08,932.  Treasury  8 
per  cent  2000  closed  up  £‘8  at 
£102*16,  while  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2015  was  up  £l4  at 

£10I«32. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  held 
fosses  at  mid-session  after  the 
previous  one-day  rebound  by 
blue  chips  failed  to  gather 
steam.  The  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  down  58.16 
points  at  6,552.89. 


MAJOR  INDICES 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Jones - - - 6551W  t-SS  IN 

SAP  composite _ 752.82  4-&8ZI 

Tokyo: 

NDcfeel  Average  — 

18037 JO  (*167.71) 

Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng  .  _ 

.  12)3632  1*42.13) 

Amsterdam; 

£0E  Index _ 

_ 70SJ55  f-Q-OSt 

Sydney: 

TrtS.7. 1*101 

Frankfurt 

nax  . 

_  3301.01  (+5.08) 

Singapore 

Straits - - 

_  2Q8Q.8I  N-1S.14) 

Brussels: 

.  U757-71  (+27.001 

VJWrtlW  sroro^rw—  ■«  » 

Paris 

1 

M  l-Xl  *41 

Zurich: 

ska  Gen  _ 

I 

i  ! 
i 

London: 

■KT  « 

_ 2813,1  KUt) 

FT?11  IT' 

_  4236,6 1~1 15) 

ftsc  .■*sn . 

_  4507 J  (46.9) 

FTSE  390 _ 

_ 3091.7  1-151 

CTSP  nnntrerir  10(1  ....  71 17.79  H.Jffil 

FTSE.  All-Share  _ _ 

_ 2064-45  (-2.92) 

FTSE  Non  Financials 
FTSE  Fixed  Interest  ... 
FTSE  Govt  Secs  _ _ 

_ 2132JOHX5C8 

- 1 17.24 

_ 93J2  (*0.12) 

. 69094 

SEA<?  Volume _ 

771.9m 

uss _ 

L6447  (-01X120) 

German  Marie _ _ _ 

—  1747S  (-OOQ22J 

Exchange  Index - 

- 906  (-OI) 

Bank  of  England  official  dose  (4pm) 

fcECU _ 1-4076 

E:5DR _ 1.1863 

RPT  _ 155.0  Feb  {2.7%)  Jan  1987=100 

RPJX _ 154-5  Feb  (2-0%)  Jan  1987=100 


I^ECEIfT  ISSUES : 


Aurora  inv  Trust 

100 

Avadon  Oil 

103't 

A  vis  Europe 

127'» 

- 

1. 

Cambridge  Antbdy 

590 

+ 

25 

Charlton  Athletic 

61*8 

- 

I 

Diagonal 

295 

+ 

1 

Dabbles  Gnln  Ctrs 

260 

. . 

Donatantonlo 

71'.- 

* 

L 

Hea]*s 

212'j 

.  , 

Helphlre  Group 

U9\ 

- 

KBCAdvncd  Techs 

236', 

.  . 

London  Bridge  sftw  3005 

+ 

18 

M  &G  High  income 

67*j 

- 

1 

M  &  G  High  Pcfcg 

I0I1, 

.. 

Newcastle  Utd 

140 

PSD  Group 

248 

♦ 

3 

1  Pathfinder  Properties  35 

♦ 

114 

P  rest  bury  Leisure 

2>: 

.. . 

Q  Group 

iiss 

- 

2 

River  &  Mere  1st  UK 

99': 

. . 

Screen 

5 

Total  Office  Grp 

157', 

4- 

5 

Whitehead  Mann 

I44*r 

. . 

World  Telecom 

171 

+ 

1 

Wortdsec 

177 

... 

Biocure  n/p  ft)  20-3^ 

Cliveden  n/p  (75)  54  +  2 

JKX  01J  &  Gas  Dip  (34)  Vj 
Part  co  n/p  (300)  24-54 

Saville Gordon  n/p  (55)  ■«  .  ... 


RISES: 

CouitryGdns  . 

Cobham  . 

....  199'4>  (+17p) 
....  573'^i(+2^J) 
....  670p  (+221tp) 

SIG . 

....  332'jp  (+11pj 
809p(-t-19'ip) 

FALLS: 

ShMdDiag . 

JSAHidgs . . 

. 645p(-32’4>) 

.  695p 

Yule  CaHo  . . 

......  3S4'4j(-13pl 

... ..  427'jp  (-ISp} 

NatWest . . 

Whttbtoad . 

—  679*rt>(-14p> 
......  7734p  (-14p) 

662*47  (-10pj 

Com  Union  .... 

Artotxs . 691'47(-12pj 
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mA 

PS 

tv 

Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sea 

Vql 

Long  Gill 

Jun  97  _ 

106-18 

108-25 

108-13 

108-19 

40417 

Piertmis  open  Intense  178122 

Sep  97  _ 

10809 

0 

German  Govt  Bond  (Bund) 

Jun  97  _ 

■  0966 

99.72 

99_28 

99A2 

124019 

previous  open  InronsE  249U4 

Sep  97  _ 

98.77 

98.77 

9B.45 

98J0 

27S 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (Eri T) 
Previews  open  Intense  109513 

Jun  97  .. 

134-30 

IM.6S 

1T4J2 

12442 

41655 

sep  97  _ 

124.55 

\3*Jt6 

U440 

13449 

ISS 

Japanese  Govt  Bond  pGB) 

Jun  97  _ 

12669 

126.74 

126.53 

126.72 

2947 

Sep  97  - 

IZ5J2 

125J2 

12SJ1 

125.43 

I2S 

Three  Mth  Sterling 

Jnn  97  > 

93.31 

93  JC 

9JL3I 

93J1 

5657 

Sep  97  - 

93X12 

93JH 

9300 

93X11 

8611 

Previous  open  Intense  429)60 

Dee  97  _ 

92.77 

<040 

92.75 

9178 

7762 

Three  Mth  Enromarii 

Jim  97 

96.7b 

9676 

9fv74 

9674 

23244 

Previous  open  (merest  120121b 

Sep  97  „ 

9667 

96.67 

966S 

9666 

13598 

Three  Mth  Eurolira 

Jun  <n  .. 

9171 

92.79 

92.71 

92.76 

14474 

Previous  open  Interest  250an 

Sep  97  _ 

93JJ1 

9*07 

WOO 

93L03 

10748 

Three  Mth  Euroyen 

Sep  97  - 

99J7 

0 

Dec  «7- 

<Wld 

99.10 

99.  Ill 

99.10 

IS 

Three  Mth  Euroswiss 

Jun97  . 

98.15 

98.16 

98.13 

98.13 

7S48 

previous  opes  Interest  B8tt» 

Sep  97  » 

98.10 

9B.J2 

9BJT7 

9fUJ7 

4514 

Three  Mth  ECU 

Jun  97  - 

95.78 

95.79 

95.76 

95.76 

674 

Previous  open  Interest  30729 

SeP  97  - 

95.70 

95.70 

9508 

9567 

306 

FTSE  100 

Jun  97  , 

4286X1 

42*500 

4225.0 

42S30 

13270 

Previous  open  Interest  6Z4  J3 

Sep  97  . 

42993 

42995 

4210X1 

4Z77S 

804 

jj  MONEYJATES  (%) 


Base  Rates:  Oearlng  Banks  b  Finance  Hu  b4 

DbcoshI  Market  Loans:  0/nfgbt  hlgtu  ffi  Low  6  Week  filed:  6*« 

Trassiy  BIDS  (IX^Buy;  2  mth  6‘* ;  3  mill  ff> .  SelL  2  mth  5“» ;  3  mih:  6 . 


Prime  Bank  B9s  (Di^: 
Sorting  Money  Unto: 
Interbank: 


Loal  Aottioritjr  Oepc 
Surfing  CDs 
Dollar  CD* 

Building  Society  CDs: 


1  nuh 

2  nuh 

3  mth 

ft  raft 

12  mth 

tfwb 

'  6*u-6*« 

tftrtfa 

ft‘p6'. 

b'rft’w 

bV**- 

avft'b 

6V6*» 

7-6-m 

6W» 

U 

VHfm 

6V6*» 

6 

7-b**« 

6'« 

nta 

6 

6*1 

W. 

6V61* 

6V-6'» 

6Wa 

6*rofio0 

'  5.62 

nJa 

5.70 

SS8 

&23 

hVh'u 

6*f-h'« 

h»vtf« 

O-irff'o 

6"«r*"u 

Cwpetuy 

7  day 

1  mth 

3  mth 

6  mth 

CoU 

DHtior. 

SVJ*. 

5"*r5,« 

S'VSV. 

5 

5V4V 

Pwhd— He 

Vr T. 

y~-3 

3* 

3*r.3>. 

3V2*. 

French  Franc  - 

3V3'b 

3*ro3't 

y«-y- 

JM'i 

3V2S 

Swiss  Franc 

l-r''» 

1V1"» 

IVl'i 

I’rl'i 

2VIS 

Yen: 

V* 

■rt. 

•j-»i 

VS 

1-par 

Bnffion:  Open  S350.7D-35UX)  Owe  J350JO-35 1. 10  High:  5351.40-3S1.9Q 
Low.  S3 50.00- 35CLS)  AM:  5350.70  PM:  5351-05 
KmsmamL  5349 L50-352J0  (£2L2JSO-214JC4 

PM»*  5369^5  (0224.40)  Silver:  54.99  (E3JM5)  PaBadimn:  5 149J2S  (L90.7Q 


VW- 


STERUNG^P 


.TES.v 


Mta  R«es  for  apih  2 
Amserdam~-»_ 

Brussels _ _ 

Copenhagen 

Dublin _ _ 

Frankfurt  . 

Lisbon  - - 

Madrid _ 


Milan - 

Montreal _ _ 

yew  York _ 

Oslc 


Farts - : 

Stockholm- 
Tokyo. 


Vienna. 

Zurich  ^ 


S«ne£rf(l 


Range 

3D682-3D975 

5&619-56JS0 

KL4SMOm 

1JD89-I2M18 

2.7454-2^538 
275.yJ-Z76.ei2 
2J2J3.ZJ3.16 
Z729D-27GJ0 
12777*12856 
UH20-U*t6 
1  ILMOl  1.163 
9244O9JJB0 
12462-12548 
200.90-201.45 

19.31M8J85 

13633-2J80S 


Qosc  .1  month  3  month 

3.08863-0914  Wpr  2V24pr 

56619-56.716  16-11  pr  47-40pr 

1O469-10A79  'rtpr  'rVpr 

J.OtW-iDUl  6-2pr '  J8-J2PT 

2.7455-2.74®  ’r\pf  2‘*-2M>r 

275.71-27603  ■Hals  Vais 

23244-232^3  »-)pr  37-J8pr 

2729.0-27321  22i38dJ  bl-84ds 

2^789-22810  a6HX5Spr  1.12-UMpr 

0»54L475pr  Q23Ml207pr 
1U48-1 1.163  V.pr  Vipr 

U45D42535  TrZ’-pr  7Wipr 

12J24-I254J  'r'lpr  V^k- 

201.19-201415  HiJJt  3‘r3pT 

I9J24-19J43  VaU  Vais 

ZJ6J3-2J662  VApf  2V2Vnr 

AtniUffl  -  pr.  Discount  >  as. 


Best  defence  is  to  attack 


NOTHING  is  officially  confirmed,  but  GEC 
has  apparently  made  an  offer  for  the  French 
Government's  stake  in  Thomson  C5F.  the 
defence  electronics  group. 

There  are  two  reasons  to  be  delighted  bv 
this  move.  Of  course,  GEC  has  not  a  hope  of 
winning  the  prize  —  the  French  Government 
has  grudgingly  indicated  that  foreigners  may 
take  minority  positions  in  group  bids.  That 
concession  was  only  granted  after 
Lagardere's  bid  for  the  Thomson  group  failed. 
The  bid  fell  victim  to  Gallic  fears  that 
Lagardere's  Korean  partner.  Daewoo,  could 
not  be  trusted  to  cherish  the  loss-making  TV 
maker,  Thomson  Multimedia. 

The  first  bit  of  good  news  is  that  GEC  is 
making  purposeful  moves  to  set  the  pace  in 
the  long-delayed  shake-out  among  European 
defence  contractors.  Impatience  with  the  slow 


prosress  in  France  pushed  GEC  into  a 
collaboration  agreement  Iasi  month  with 
Finmeccanica,  the  Italian  state-controlled 
defence  contractor.  But  for  GEC,  the  prize  is 
sqU  a  combination  of  Marconi  and  Thomson 
CSF,  which  would  open  the  door  to  huge 
savings  in  product  design  and  production.  By 
launehins  its  bid.  GEC  is  forcing  the  French 
Government  ra  confront  the  real  issue.  Is  it 
prepared  to  relinquish  national  control  over 
its  defence  industry  or  allow  it  to  wither  and 
die  in  the  face  of  superior  US  competition? 

The  choice  will  be  all  the  more  embarrass¬ 
ing  as  GEC.  with  its  £2  billion  cash  pile,  can 
well  afford  to  outbid  French  rivals.  In  the  end, 
a  formula  will  be  found  to  conceal  the  pink 
faces  in  the  Elysee  palace  while  allowing  G  EC 
a  minority'  share  in  a  bid.  but  the  agonising 
contortions  in  Paris  will  be  fun  to  watch. 


Rank 

RANK  has  finished  over¬ 
hauling  its  portfolio.  Gone 
are  Cinema  Media,  the  cine¬ 
ma  advertising  company, 
and,  as  of  yesterday.  Rank 
Film  Distributors,  owner  of 
the  largest  independent  film 
library  in  the  land.  On  the 
way  out  is  the  remaining 
stake  in  Rank  Xerox. 

What  remains  can  loosely 
be  described  as  an  entertain¬ 
ment  business,  comprised  of 
the  Hard  Rode  cafes,  bingo 
dubs,  casinos,  leisure  centres 
and  Odeon  cinemas,  and  a 
film  services  division,  indud- 
mg  Pinewood  Studios  and  a 
film  processing  company. 

While  the  slimmed  down 
group  perhaps  makes  more 
strategic  sense,  it  is  hard  to 
identify  the  engine  of 
growth.  The  Hard  Rock  ca¬ 
fes  have  the  greatest  poten¬ 
tial  but  many  of  their  outlets 
are  undergoing  costly  reno¬ 


vations.  and  the  proliferation 
of  themed  restaurants  is 
threatening  a  glut  on  the 
eateries  market.  Planet  Hol¬ 
lywood  and  the  Hariey-Da- 
vidson  Cafe  are  two  rivals 
with  international  am¬ 
bitions. 

Rank’s  immediate  growth 
prospects  are  less  than 
tantalising,  but  its  cash  re¬ 
sources  offer  it  the  opportu¬ 


nity  to  buy  a  substantial  new 
business  to  restore  its  for¬ 
tunes.  Finding  the  right  busi¬ 
ness  could  take  some  time, 
and  there  are  few  bargains 
on  the  market 
In  the  meantime,  share¬ 
holders  roust  hope  that  some 
of  the  cash  generated  by  the 
disposals  will  be  returned  in 
the  form  of  share  buybacks 
or  special  dividends. 


Mobile  Phones 

ORANGE  and  Mercury 
One-2-One  were  trumpeting 
their  first-quarter  subscrip¬ 
tion  figures,  leaving  poor  old 
Cellnet  looking  rather  frail. 
Cellnet  suffered  the  indignity 
of  same  295,000  disconnec¬ 
tions  during  die  period.  leav¬ 
ing  its  net  connections  up 
only  12 £KX).  However,  the 
comparison  is  not  entirely 
fair.  There  are  important 
reasons  why  Cellnet  is  suffer¬ 
ing  so  much  chum,  reasons 
that  may  be  a  warning  to 
other  mobile  phone 
operators. 

Cellnet 's  service  providers 
have  been  cracking  down  on 
non-payers,  disconnecting 
customers  with  bad  debts 
more  quickly  than  had  hith¬ 
erto  been  the  practice.  That  is 
good  news  for  the  industry  — 
the  aggressive  marketing 
and  easy  payment  terms  for 
mobile  phones  were  running 
the  risk  of  encouraging  con¬ 
sumer  contempt  for  a  com¬ 
modity  service.  More 
aggressive  treatment  of  non¬ 


payers  might  persuade  cus¬ 
tomers  that  tiie  bleeping 
handsets  have  some  value. 

But  CeUnefs  chum  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  the  age  of  its 
subscriber  base.  Loss  of  cus¬ 
tomers  generally  occurs  after 
file  first  year  of  the  contract 
and  logically,  a  new  operator 
such  as  Orange  has  a  lot  of 
new  subscribers.  As  its  cus¬ 
tomer  base  matures,  it,  too. 
will  suffer  more  chum.  This 
is  a  problem  for  an  industry 
which,  so  for.  has  foiled  to 
generate  much  customer 
loyalty. 

Ultra 

Electronics 

FLOTATIONS  share  at  least 
one  trait  with  cooking  —  tim¬ 
ing  is  all.  Float  a  company  into 
a  recession  and  gold  dust  will 
turn  to  sand  but  a  risky  share 
issued  into  a. rising  market 
will  be  swept  even  higher.  Ul¬ 
tra  Electronics  has  shown  im¬ 
peccable  timing.  Floated  last 
year,  ft  is  supported  by  rising 
profits  and  a  growing  order 


book  due  to  the  upturn  in  the 
aerospace  industry.  Even  if 
black  clouds  still  lurk  on  the 
horizon. 

Ultra’s  business  cycle  is 
dosely  aligned  with  that  of 
aerospace  contractors. 
Chronically  cyclical,  aero¬ 
space  is  enjoying  another  as¬ 
cent.  which  is  expected  to  last 
another  three  to  four  yeans  — 
and  Ultra  supplies  the 
Eurofighter,  Nimrod  and 
Airbus  superjumbo  projects. 

Buf  the  Eurofighter  and 
the  supetjumbo  have  yet  to 
win  production  approval. 
Good  timing  will  not  protect 
Ultra’s  share  price  if  one  of 
the  mainstay  projects  is  can¬ 
celled  or  delayed.  Mean¬ 
while.  Ultra  is  on  the 
acquisition  trail.  Rather  than 
permanently  teaming  up 
with  British  or  European 
partners  in  the  current  cli¬ 
mate  of  consolidation.  Ultra 
wants  to  build  its  own  little 
empire.  If  all  goes  well,  the 
rewards  will  be  impressive  — 
but  so  are  the  risks. 


Edited  by  Carl  Morttshed 
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Australia - - 

Austria - - - 

Belgium  (Corn)-. 

Canada  - 

Denmark - 

France - 

Germany _ — 

Hong  Bong  ...» 
Ireland  — _ 


- 12729-1^737 

— -  11.75-11.76 

-  34-46-34.51 

- U8M-1J869 

_ _ 6JTO>*_J72D 


Italy , 

Japan - 

Malaysia - 

Netherlands _ 

Norway - 

Portugal 


Singapore - 

Spain - 

Sweden  _ _ _ 

Switzerland _ 


-  5.6256-5. 633 1 

-  1.6712-1.6717 

-  7.7*47-7.7 457 

-  1.5807-1.5817 

- 1660.9-1661.6 

- I22.2Q-122JD 

- Z4800-Z48I0 

-  I.G8U2-1.8W7 

-  6.7745-6.7805 

- -  1 67.82-1 67.92 

-  1.4 390-1. 4400 

-  141.42-141.47 

-  7.6143-7.6218 

-  1 .440 1-1.4406 


OTHER  STERLING 


Argentina  peso* -  l .6445- 1 .6472 

Australia  dollar _ ZW37-L0963 

Bahrain  dinar _ 061554X6275 

Brazil  real* -  1.7387-1.7431 

China  yuan  - IJL5M-IMH 

Cyprus  pound - CLBlS-aszs 

Finland  m 


l  maricka . 


B.  1525-82685 


Greece  drartmj  -  434.0441.0 

Hong  Kong  dollar -  1 2.7369-12.7463 

India  rupee  ... -  58.73-S9.69 

Indonesia  rupiah - 30220-3990^ 

Kuwait  dinar  kd - 0494-0504 

Malaysia  ringgit -  4.07804.0822 

New  Zealand  dollar _ 2J614-2JM6 

Pakistan  rupee _  65.60  BID 

Saudi  Arabia  rtyal  - _ 5.9400064 

Singapore  dollar  — . 23669-2J700 

S  Atrtca  rand  (com) - - -  7.236-7438 

UAE  dirham _ _  5.9925*.!  165 

Barclays  Bank  GTS  •  Uavds  Bank 


FTSE  VOLUMES 


U300 

7.900 

21.100 

1.000 

7.700 

4.700 
11.100 
laroo 

1.600 


31  398 

ASDA  Gp  5.800 
Abbey  NU  2000 
Allied  Dom  985 
AB  Foods  1 ,300 
BAA 

BATInds 
BG 
BOC 
BP 

BSkyB 
BTR 
BT 

Bk  Of  Scot 
Barclays  3300 
Ban  1.500 
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Election  brief 
for  solicitor 

THOSE  kind  souls  at  Me* 
Kennas  have  allowed  one 
of  their  top  solicitors  tem¬ 
porary  leave  to  fight  the 
general  election. 

For  the  bulk  of  this 
month,  until  the  day  that 
the  City  law  firm  merges 
with  Cameron  Markby 
Hewitt.  Shailesh  Vara.  33, 
will  be  rallying  for  support 
as  Conservative  candidate 
for  Birmingham 
Ladywood. 

Described  by  Kenneth 
Clarke  as  “brilliant"  and 
by  Lord  Alexander  of 
VVeedon  as  a  potential 
prime  minister.  Vara  is 
preparing  to  do  battle  with 
Clare  Short  MP,  on  the 
day  that  his  firm  becomes 
Cameron  McKenna. 

Vara's  secretary.  mean¬ 
while.  will  be  packing  files 
into  boxes  on  May  1. 
moving  their  office  from 
Mitre  Court  to  Sceptre 
Court. 

Cover  Price 

AFTER  an  acquisitive 
year  for  Johnston  Press,  it 
was  inevitable  that  the 
question  of  disposals 
would  arise  at  yesterday's 
results  meeting.  Fred 
Johnston,  chairman  of  the 
local  newspaper  publish¬ 
ers,  who  built  up  the 
family  business  and 
moved  it  to  Edinburgh 
from  its  19th  century  roots 
in  Falkirk,  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  show  that  a 
proprietor  can  have  a  sen¬ 
timental  streak,  as  well  as 
a  sense  of  humour.  Declin¬ 
ing  to  rule  out  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  shedding  a  title  or 
two,  he  elaborated:  “Every¬ 
thing  has  a  price . . .  except 
my  wife’s  virtue  and  the 
publishing  rights  of  The 
Falkirk  Herald.” 


Armirt  the  new  chief 
executive  at  Costain 

Switching  sites 

JOHN  ARM  ITT  was  yes¬ 
terday  named  Costain’s 
new  chief  executive.  After 
26  years  at  John  La  mg 
Construction,  he  will  suc¬ 
ceed  Alan  LovelL  who 
announced  his  intention 
last  December  to  leave 
Costain.  John  Neerhout 
will  take  over  from  Armitt 
as  interim  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  Union  Railways. 

PRICE  Waterhouse  help¬ 
ed  to  raise  the  roof  yester¬ 
day  at  the  Globe  Theatre. 

The  accountancy  firm  is 
sponsoring  two  columns, 
each  hewn  from  a  single 
oak  timber.  28ft  in  height 
and  weighing  U  tonnes, 
to  support  the  roof  above 
the  stage 

Party  food 

SAFEWAY  is  encouraging 
its  customers  to  vote  with 
their  mouths.  In  the  deli 
.  section  are  packed-lunch 
varieties  of  “The  Election 

Roll”.  There’s  “Red 
Leicester”  for  Blairites, 
“Sage  Derby'’  for  Green 
Party  supporters,  “Blue 
Cheese"  for  Tory  voters, 
and  less  exotic  “Double 
Gloucester”  for  Ashdown 
fans.  And  for  the  sophisti¬ 
cated  palates  of  the  Mon¬ 
ster  Raving  Loony  Party? 
“Cheddar  Cheese  with 
Fruit  Cake." 

BRIAN  WlNTERFLOOD 
-is  troubled  by  tl te  City's 
lack  of  charity-  The  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Winter- 
flood  Securities  sent  out 
300  sponsor  forms  to  bro¬ 
kers  across  the  Square 
Mile  to  support  rhe  firms 
team  running  in  ™e 
London  Marathon  and  to 
-  raise  money  for  Remedu 
the  medical  trust  chanty. 
So  far,  he  has  received 
only  17  replies. 

Morag  Preston 


Change*  m  personal  income  rax  allow¬ 
ances  are  nor  exactly  the  most 
exciting  promise  ever  id  be  made  in  a 
party  manifesto.  More  radical  changes  have 
been  pushed  through,  without  fanfare,  in 
the  course  of  annual  Budgets,  as  in  19S4  or 
in  1990.  when  separate  taxation  of  spouses 
was  brought  in.  But  how  wonderful  ir  would 
be  if  the  election  focused  on  competition 
bervveen  the  Tory  slogan  of  “making  haves 
of  the  have-nots"  and  Labour's  giving  “a 
hand-up  rather  than  a  handout".  e 
Government  gobbles  up  and  disgorges 
about  40  per  cent  of  our  income,  has  done 
for  years  and  is  likely  to  continue  doing  so 
for  years.  Bui  you  would  not  think  so  from 
the  cuts  forever  being  announced  in  deparr- 
menml  budgets.  The  central  issue  of  eax  and 
spending  is  how  to  break  the  vicious  circle. 
Rising  numbers  need  to  claim  means-tested 
benefits,  which  puis  upward  pressure  on 
nutanon  and  continuous  downward  pres¬ 
sure  on  public  servioes. 

If  being  poor  means  needing  help  from 
taxpayers  ro  meet  the  necessaries  of  life,  then 
poverty  has  been  growing  apace.  Up  to  one 
faT?iliw  draws  some  means-rested 
benefit.  Social  security  spending  has  grown 
from  less  than  5  per  cent  of  national  income 
m  the  early  days  to  12  per  cent  now,'.  That 
includes  basic  suite  pension  and  child 
benefit,  the  main  universal  transfers,  but 
these  have  been  shrinking  relative  io  the 
economy  in  recent  years.  The  welfare  state 
has  picked  up  the  pieces  from  increased 
competition  and  a  more  deregulated  free 
market  economy.  Instead  of  preventing 


A  hand-up  for  the  have-nots 
or  a  handout  from  the  haves 


poverty  as  originally  intended,  we  have 
relieved  it  at  a  cost  now  approaching  £50 
billion  a  year.  That  is  a  policy  all  parties  now 
seem  to  agree  is  unsustainable. 

Attacking  poverty  should  therefore  be  the 
top  priority.  This  is  the  essential  prerequisite 
for  spending  proportionately  more  on  any 
other  worthy  causes  and  desirable  objec¬ 
tives.  or  for  any  lasting  cut  in  the  tax  burden. 

Most  poor  people  are  found  among  about 
half  a  dozen  vast  and  richly  varied  groups: 
the  retired,  the  unemployed,  the  sick, 
divorced  or  unmarried  single  parents, 
families  with  one  low-waged  earner  and  the 
distressed  self-employed.  They  do  not  all 
need  The  same  help.  Nor  are  they  all 
susceptible  to  aid.  whether  carrot  or  stick. 
Programmes  to  lift  as  many  as  passible  out 
of  poverty  would  need  to  range  right  across 
Whitehall,  would  be  hard  to  target  and  ofren 
slow  to  make  much  impact. 

Both  Labour  and  Tories  have  intriguing  if 
nor  fully  formed  long-term  proposals  to 
ensure  that  far  more  people  have  comfort¬ 
able  pensions  of  their  own  when  they  retire. 
Neither  seems  to  have  much  to  offer  over  the 
intervening  25  years. 

There  is  more  hope  on  unemployment. 


The  past  few  years  have  shown  that  the  key 
is  steady  growth,  and  low  inflation  to  keep 
growth  steady.  Allowing  enterprises  to  build 
slowly  and  steadily  is  the  key  to  a  healthy 
labour  market  Boom  leading  to  labour 
shortages  and  bidding-up  of  wages  is  the 
inevitable  prelude  to  recession^  The  more 
steady  and  unexciting  the  economy,  the 
lower  the  rate  of  unemployment  that  can  be 
sustained  without  rising  inflation. 

The  present  rate,  though  so  much  better 
rhan  on  rhe  Continent,  is  still  too  liigft  for  the 
public  finances  to  sustain  indefinitely. 


Labour's  central  anti-poverty  measure  is  to 
use  the  unknown  Ex  billion  of  utility  taxes  to 
shove  250.000  young  people  and  long-term 
unemployed  into  the  labour  market  through 
training,  job  subsidies  or  even  voluntary 
work.  Extra  skills  might  be  the  best  long¬ 
term  benefit  Tories  prefer  cheap  sticks. 

Little  is  heard  of  a  seemingly  obvious 
reason  for  the  demand  for  jobs  ro  be  greater 
than  the  supply.  They  are  taxed.  No  wonder 
the  market  is  distorted.  To  make  matters 
worse.  Employers’  National  Insurance  Con¬ 
tributions  (EN/Cs)  are  structured  ro  give 
employers  an  incentive  to  convert  secure, 
full-time  jobs  into  low-paid  part-time  ones. 
Many  have  done.  If  Labour  is  to  make  any 
impact  with  a  minimum  wage,  it  should 
reform  ENICs  at  the  same  rime.  Otherwise, 
ir  will  nor  be  able  to  ser  the  minimum  at  a 
level  that  will  make  much  impact  on  poverty 
for  fear  of  costing  jobs,  in  textiles  and  other 
vulnerable  industries  if  not  in  catering. 

Low  wage  rates  would  not  look  so 
inadequate,”  nor  would  wage  subsidies  be 
growing  so  fast,  if  poor  people  did  not  have 
their  earned  incomes  taxed.  A  totally 
rational  tax  and  social  security  system 
would  ensure  that  no  one  was  taxed  on 


earnings  who  needed  means-tested  benefits. 
Yet  many  pay  tax  and  National  Insurance  at 
a  combined  30  per  cent,  putting  the 
deductions  from  any  rise  in  earnings  at 
more  ihan  90  per  cenL  Tax  starts  too  low 
and  the  tax  system  does  not  allow  for  need 
while  the  benefit  system  does. 

Groups  as  normally  sensible  as  the 
Institute  for  Fiscal  Studies  and  the  Low  Pay 
Unit  still  argue  that  needs  should  be  covered 
by  spending  on  benefits,  rather  than  not 
taxing  those  in  need  (such  as  families)  so 
much.  This  thinking  has  to  change  if 
poverty  in  the  fiscal  sense  is  to  be  prevented 
and  the  vinous  circle  converted  into  a 
virtuous  one.  A  means-tested  benefit  is 
wholly  inferior  to  a  transfer.  Any  welfare 
spending  is  inferior  to  achieving  ihe  same 
result  by  tax  cuts  or  allowances,  even  if  the 
budgetary  cost  of  tax  aid  is  higher. 

A  two-parent  family  with  one  earner  and 
two  children  should  really  not  be  taxed  on 
less  than  about  E11.000.  John  Major’s 
proposal  for  folly  transferable  personal 
allowances  would  nearly  achieve  this, 
provided  the  married  person’s  allowance  is 
retained.  But  for  the  political  incorrectness 
of  the  implied  incentive  for  wives  not  to 
work,  the  reform  would  surely  have  been 
made  several  years  ago.  Without  necessarily 
boosting  their  living  standards,  it  could 
remove  up  to  700.000  families  from  the 
poverty  trap,  from  indignity  and  from 
welfare  benefits.  Naturally,  it  will  do 
nothing  for  other  groups.  The  battle  against 
poverty  is  only  beginning.  The  more 
attention  is  focused  on  it  the  berter. 


Paul  Durman  says  share  price  growth  has  outweighed  the  risk  —  so  far 

Biotech’s  potent  investment  formula 


Conventional  wisdom 
has  it  that  over  rhe 
next  ten  years  bio¬ 
technology  compa¬ 
nies  will  create  huge  amounts 
of  wealth  from  the  drugs  and 
medical  devices  rhey  are  devel¬ 
oping.  Conventional  wisdom 
also  stares  that  these  com¬ 
panies  are  the  last  place  where 
private  investors  should  look  to 
invest  their  money. 

The  dangers  are  all  too  obvi¬ 
ous.  The  share  prices  are  vola¬ 
tile.  falling  and  rising  like  yo¬ 
yos.  Most  of  the  companies 
have  modest  sales.  and  are  still 
running  up  substantial  losses 
on  the  bade  of  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  spending.  Stock 
market  valuations  running  into 
hundreds  of  million  of  pounds 
are  supported,  it  often  seems, 
by  little  more  than  promises  of 
future  success.  With  the  compa¬ 
nies  defying  conventional  ana¬ 
lysis.  it  is  easy  for  cynics  to 
suggest  that  the  whole  sector  is 
riding  on  a  bubble  of  hype  and 
overoptimism. 

Be  this  as  it  may.  many  bio¬ 
tech  investors  have  done  ext¬ 
remely  well.  If  the  definition  is 
stretched  to  indude  companies 
such  as  Shire  Pharmaceuticals 
and-.  SkyePharma,  36 
healthcare  technology  com¬ 
panies  have  floated  in  London, 
most  of  them  in  the  past  four 
years.  As  Erling  Refsum.  the 
Yamaichi  analyst  has  ob¬ 
served,  they  are  now  sufficient' 
ly  numerous  to  be  able  to  take  a 
portfolio  approach. 

According  to  calculations  by 
The  Times,  an  investor  who 
had  indiscriminately  invested  a 
£1,000  in  each  company  as  it 
came  to  the  market  would  have 
made  a  profit  of  just  over 
E50.000  on  an  initial  outlay  of 
£36,000.  That  is  ail  impressive 
return  from  companies  that 
have  only  been  listed  for  an  av¬ 
erage  of  two-and-a-half  years. 

To  put  This  in  perspective,  in 
the  past  two-and-a-half  years, 
the  FT-SE 100  index  of  Britain’s 
leading  companies  has  risen  by 
about  34  per  cent  A  reliable 
performer  like  Marks  &  Spen¬ 
cer  has  increased  in  value  by 
[ess  than  13  per  rent.  Even  the 
strong  recovery  at  British  Pe¬ 
troleum  has  produced  a  gain  of 
only  just  over  70  per  cent. 

Of  die  36  companies,  22  have 
enjoyed  an  increase’  in  their 
share  price,  while  14  have  lost 
money  for  their  investors.  The 
only  complete  failure  was 
Anagen.  which  had  developed 
a  blood  analysis  system. 

The  tables  show  the  top  six 
and  the  bottom  six  performers. 


Dr  lan  WilmuL  of  the  Roslin  Institute,  which  worked  with  PPL  Therapeutics  to  clone  Dolly  the  sheep,  highlighting  advances  being  made  in  the  sector 


The  comparison  makes  the 
point  that  while  ihe  downside 
risk  is  limited  by  the  size  of  the 
initial  investment  —  £1.000  in 
our  example  —  the  potential 
returns  can  be  several  rimes 
this  amount. 

In  general  terms,  the  top 
performers  are.  unsurprising¬ 
ly,  the  longest  established  com¬ 
panies.  ML  Laboratories 
originally  joined  the  now  de¬ 
funct  Third  Market  only  a 
month  after  the  1987  stock 
market  crash,  giving  it  the 
longest  track  record.  Its  Icodial 
kidney  dialysis  solution  is  al¬ 
ready  being  sold  through  Bax¬ 
ter  Healthcare  and  the 
company  made  a  substantial 
profit  for  the  first  time  last  year. 
Yet  its  shares  (now  l^Op)  have 
fallen  ro  less  than  half  last 
year's  peak  of  448p. 

Stuart  Sim.  deputy  chief 
executive  of  ML  Labs,  said: 
“WeVe  done  something  that 
the  market  does  not  know  how 
to  cope  with.  We’ve  gone  cash 
flow  positive,  we’ve  recovered 


all  our  R&D  expenditure  and 
we’ve  posted  a  profit." 

British  Biotech  is  rhe  sector 
giant.  I  is  market  value  is  £1.6 
billion.  Yet  its  pancreatitis  drug 
will  not  be  launched  before  the 
end  of  this  year,  and  its  grear 
hope,  the  marimastat  cancer 
drug,  is  still  in  clinical  trials. 

Many  new  healthcare  comp¬ 
anies  are  still  too  far  from  mar¬ 
ket  even  to  be  considered  by 
some  US  investors  with  more 
experience  in  biotech.  Mike 
Yelien.  who  runs  about  $S50 
million  in  healthcare  money  for 
GT  Global,  recently  told  Glob¬ 
al  Fund  .Analysis  that  early 
stage  investments  in  biotech 
are  simply  bad  investments. 

He  said:  “It’s  -very,  very 
difficult  to  make  any  intelligent 
guesses  about  how  later  stage 
trials  are  going  to  work  out, 
based  on  very  early,  small 
clinical  rrials.  What  happens 
again  and  again  Jis  that)  the 
story  sounds  great,  the  pre- 
dinical  animal  data  looks 
great,  the  five-patient  phase  1 


safety  dosing  trial  looks  great. 
Then  they  step  up  to  a  larger 
trial  a  nd  issues  come  up — side- 
effect  issues,  or  there  is  just  no 
efficacy,  or  whatever." 

How  do  UK  investors  justify 
these  extraordinary  valua¬ 
tions?  And  will  the  biotech 
companies  continue  to  produce 
such  high  returns? 

Industry  analysts  assess  the 
scale  of  the  target  market  for 
which  the  biotech  companies 
arc  developing  products,  esti¬ 
mate  the  marker  share  the  new 
products  will  take,  and  then 
adjust  for  the  risk  of  failure  in 
development  This  discounted 
cash  flm  modelling  can  pro¬ 
duce  misleadingly  precise  fig¬ 
ures.  In  the  words  of  CeUiech's 
Peter  Fellner,  in  reality  it  is  no 
more  than  a  “pseudo  science". 
The  valuation  estimates  will 
depend  enormously  on  the  key 
assumptions  that  underpin  it- 

An  analyst  at  one  leading 
securities  house  yesterday  said 
producing  discounted  cash 
flows  for  companies  that  may 


not  produce  their  first  drugs 
before  2002  was  a  “Fairly 
pointless  exercise”.  On  top  of 
everything  else,  this  approach 
ignores  the  value  in  the  com¬ 
panies'  underlying  technology. 
Yet  alternatives  such  as  multi¬ 
ples  of  R&D  spending  seem 
even  more  flawed.  “People  are 
constantly  struggling  to  get  to 
grips  with  (he  valuations  of 
these  companies."  the  analyst 
said.  "There  is  great  difficulty 
and  great  subjectivity." 

News  flow  —  announce¬ 
ments  about  trials,  new  discov¬ 
eries.  and  new  research 
partnerships  —  is  one  of  the 
main  drivers  of  share  prices. 
Companies  that  have  no  news 
for  a  few  months  often  see  iheir 


shares  slide.  Investors  draw 
confidence  from  the  invest¬ 
ments  made  by  the  leading 
pharmaceutical  groups  when 
they  form  strategic  alliances 
wirh  the  drug  development 
companies.  Recently.  Glaxo 
Wellcome  has  taken  a  stake  in 
Cantab  Pharmaceuticals. 
Smith  Kline  Beecham  and 
Medeva  have  bought  into  ftp- 
tide  Therapeutics  and  Zeneca 
has  invested  in  Xenova,  all  ar 
prices  at  or  around  the  market 
price.  It  is  obviously  reassuring 
to  have  such  an  endorsement 
from  experts  who  are  ideally 
placed  to  assess  the  real  value 
of  rhe  biotech  development 
projects. 

Mr  Sim.  of  ML  Labs,  sug¬ 


gests  such  alliances  may  have 
drawbacks  for  rhe  new 
healthcare  companies,  since 
the  deals  may  weaken  their 
negotiating  position  over  royal¬ 
ty  rights  to  their  products. 
“Most  people  do  not  know  the 
value  of  these  deals."  he  said. 
“What  price  has  been  paid  for 
that  subscription  in  equity  by  a 
major?”  He  said  the  majors 
may  seek  to  control  future 
development  spending,  and 
may  extract  options  over  prod¬ 
ucts.  He  added:  “Unless  you 
see  the  full  deal,  you  didn’t 
ought  to  get  too  excited." 

Essentially,  there  are  no 
simple  answers  in  valuing 
biotech  companies.  Investors 
have  to  fall  back  on  their 
judgment  of  management  and 
their  faith  in  the  biotech  com¬ 
panies'  technology. 

For  what  ins  worth,  those 
involved  in  the  biotech  industry 
seem  evenly  split  on  whether 
the  quoted  companies  are  over 
or  undervalued.  An  informal 
poll  at  the  recent  Bioindustry 
Association  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  Ernst  &  Young  divid¬ 
ed  evenly  over  the  issue. 

Ham'tsh  Hale,  of  Apax  Part¬ 
ners.  which  has  invested  in  ten 
biotech  companies  and  never 
made  a  loss,  said:  “Some  are 
overpriced,  some  are  under- 
priced  and  some  arejust  about 
righL’  He  said  there  is  no  fund¬ 
amental  overvaluation.  PPL 
Therapeutics,  the  gene  therapy 
company  made  famous  by 
cloning  Dolly  the  sheep,  was  . 
“really  undervalued”. 

Dr  Refsum  says  that  with 
share  prices  so  dependent  on 
confidence,  the  new  healthcare 
stocks  would  be  badly  hit  by  a 
serious  fall  in  the  wider  stock 
market  So  even  though  the 
underlying  value  of  a  biotech 
company  is  almost  completely 
divorced  from  the  economic 
cycle,  its  shares  could  be  hurt 
by  a  rise  in  interest  rates. 

Dr  Refsum,  one  of  the  big¬ 
gest  bulls  of  the  sector,  remains 
optimistic.  "When  confidence  is 
at  its  lowest  in  these  com¬ 
panies.  that's  the  time  to  buy 
them."  The  strong  recoveries 
that  British  Biotech,  Celltech 
and  Cantab  have  all  made  after 
apparently  serious  setbacks 
bear  this  out 
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WINNERS... 


First  Rotation  Price 
Trading  Price  at  31 .3.97 


Gain/Loss 
on  Cl  ,000 


ML  Laboratories 

BiocompatiWcs  lot 
Shield  Diagnostics 

Codecs  JnL 
British  Biotech 
Oxford  Molecular 


NOV  1987  14p  196p  £13,000.00 

April  1995  170p  1212-5p  £6,132.35 

Sept  1993  112p  715p  E5.383.93 

June  1994  44p  268.5p  £5.102.27 

July  1992  42.5p  249.5p  £4,870.59 

April  1994  80p  408p  £4,100.00 
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...AND  LOSERS 


First  Rotation  Price 
Trading  Pries  at  31 .3.97 


Galn/Loss 
on  £1,000 


Biotiace 
Proteus  Int. 

Oxford  Biomedica 
Tepnel  Lite  Sciences 
Electrophoretics  int. 
Anagen 


Nov  1993 
May  1990 
Dec  1996 
Sept  1992 
Oct  1995 
June  1993 


130p 

84p 

88p 

120p 

110p 

100p 


83.5p 
52.5p 
47.5p 
64p 
53. 5p 
Op 


£357.69 

-£375.00 

-£460.23 

-£466.66 

-£513.64 

-£1,000.00 


BUSINESS  LETTER 


Insurance  business  is  in  the  blood  for  those  who  play  the  genetic  card 

.  .  _ 1 1 ■ !_ j  -i • 

From  Mr  Raymond  Angel 


Sir,  Dr  C.  Gardner-Thorpe's 

letter  dealing  with  the  generic- 
tests  confidentiality  dilemma, 
respect  of  insurance  (Febru- 


in 


ary  I3J,  indicates  the  substan¬ 
tial  difficulties  being  created 
by  the  increasing  use  of  new 
technology  v  privacy  for 
individuals. 

Last  year,  the  Home  Office 
conducted  a  consultation  into 
the  merit  of  establishing  a 
National  Identity  Card  for  UK 
citizens.  The  proposal  was  to 
create  a  personal  database, 
and  from  this  information  w 
issue  to  every’  individual  an 
identity  smartcani-  The  Regis¬ 
trar  of  Data  Protection  raised 


many  pertinent  objections  to 
ihe  Home  Secretary's  propos¬ 
al  and  seemingly,  for  the  time 
being,  the  maner  is  on  hold. 

Dr  Gardner-Thorpe's  letter 
highlights  the  increasing  use 
of  personal  data,  medical  hist¬ 
ory.  genetic  tests,  etc.  in  the 
insurance  business.  Given  the 
staggering  advances  in  gene- 
tic/DNA  testing  technique 
and  the  compilation  of 
databases  being  made  com¬ 
mercially  available,  it  appears 
that  we’  may  nor  be  too  fur 
away  from  a  personal  identity 


smancard  being  issued,  short¬ 
ly  after  the  birth  of  an 
individual. 

When,  as  required  by  law.  a 
birth  is  registered  and  a 
National  Insurance  Number 
is  given  in  the  name  of  the 
person  registered,  it  follows 
that  an  ID  smarten rd  could  be 
issued  for  that  person’s  future 
use.  Tor  example,  to  claim 
medical  care  and  treatment.  It 
could  also  be  used.  Jaier  in  life, 
to  detail  educational  achieve¬ 
ment*.  employment  records, 
unemployment  claims,  stale 


Letters  intended  for  publication  in  flic  Business  section 
of  The  Times  can  be  sent  by  fax  on  0171-782  5112 


pension  benefit,  right  through 
ro  the  issue  of  a  death 
certificate. 

Superimpose  genetic  details 
onto  that  person's  ID 
smartcard,  given  that  blood 
tests  are  conducted  within 
days  of  birth,  and  all  that 
would  be  required  is  the 
person's  consent  for  any  pro¬ 
spective  insurer  to  access  the 
database.  Within  minutes,  an 
insurance  proposal  could  lie 
accepted,  rejected  or  loaded  — 
all  with  the  magic  of  tomor¬ 
row's  technology. 

Yours  faithfully. 
RAYMONDANGEL 
34  Lennox  Close. 
Southampton. 
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Hewden  is 
confident 
in  spite  of 
tough  year 

ByCiare  STEWART 

HEWDEN  STUART,  the 
plant  and  tool  hire  group, 
suffered  a  fall  In  pre-tax 
profits,  bom  £3635  mil¬ 
lion  to  £29.45  million,  in 
the  year  to  January  31  but 
struck  a  more  confident 
note  for  the  current  year. 

Sandy  Findlay,  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive, 
said  recovery  in  the  con¬ 
struction  industry  will 
mean  better  trading  condi¬ 
tions  this  year. 

Mr  Findlay  added  that 
more  engineering  and 
building  companies  are 
now  moving  away  from 
ownership  of  mobile  plant 
equipment  and  are  look¬ 
ing  instead  to  buDd  trad¬ 
ing  relationships  with  hire 
groups  such  as  Hewden 
Stuart. 

The  fall  in  profits  was  in 
line  with  the  company’s 
revised  expectations.  Last 
year  the  group's  turnover 
fell  to  £276.5  million  from 
£2793  million. 

Difficult  market  condi¬ 
tions  knocked  profits  and 
margins  in  the  hire  busi¬ 
ness.  The  acquisition  of 
Agent  Plant  from  Kvaer- 
ner  Group  did  not  bring 
profits  in  its  three  months 
of  ownership. 

However,  after  its 
reorganisation  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  a  contribution 
in  the  current  year. 

Utilisation  rates  had  im¬ 
proved  from  a  low  of  60 
per  cent  the  group  said, 
with  hire  rates  also  seen  to 
be  firming  up. 

Hewden  Stuart  has  ex¬ 
panded  its  chain  of  hire 
depots,  and  further  expan¬ 
sion  is  planned  to  increase 
the  coverage,  particularly 
in  the  south. 

A  10  per  cent  drop  in 
turnover  in  the  group's 
merchandising  division 
knocked  profits  bade  from 
£2.7  million  to  £1  million. 

Gearing  at  the  end  of  the 
year  stood  at  65  per  cent 
after  improvements  In 
cashflow. 

Hewden  Stuart  is  pay¬ 
ing  a  final  dividend  of  2.4p 
giving  a  total  for  the  year 
of  3.2p,  up  from  3p  previ¬ 
ously.  The  shares  rose  13p 
to  139hp- 


Marco  ChiappeUi,  left,  finance  director.  Fred  Johnston,  centre,  and  Tim  Bowdler  reported  profits  at  Johnston  ahead  of  City  expectations 
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New  titles 
help  to  lift 
Johnston 


Flat  demand  and  tight 
margins  squeeze  Camas 


By  Martin  Barrow 


CAMAS,  Britain's  fifth-largest 
aggregates  group,  blamed  fiat 
demand  for  building  materi¬ 
als  and  tight  margins  for  a  fall 
in  sales  and  profits  last  year. 

The  company  reported  a 
decline  m  pre-tax  profits  to 
E22.S  million  from  £24.1  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  year  to  December 
31.  Alan  Shearer,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  trading  was  affected 
by  a  continuance  of  the  weak 
market  conditions  experi¬ 


enced  for  several  years  in  the 
UK  partly  offset  by  a  strong 
market  in  America. 

Operating  profits  fell  5  per 
cem  to  £27  million  on  turnover 
that  was  unchanged  at  £407.7 
million.  Trading  results  in¬ 
dude  a  profit  of  £900,000  in 
respect  of  the  highway  con¬ 
struction.  maintenance  and 
surfacing  activities  of  CAMAS 
Associated  Asphalt,  which 
was  sold  in  January  1997,  and 


£500,000  from  acquisitions 
completed  in  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters. 

Mr  Shearer  said:  “Our  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  US,  benefiting 
from  strong  markets,  has  per¬ 
formed  well  and  offset  the 
lower  results  earned  from  our 
European  operations,  where 
the  weak  UK  market  adverse¬ 
ly  affected  volumes. 

“In  continuing  good  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  US  and  the  pick-up 


Syrup  tomorrow  at  Borthwicks 


SHARES  in  Borthwicks.  the 
food  producer,  rose  2hp.  to 
Jl^p.  in  spite  of  a  warning 
that  foil-year  pre-tax  profits 
will  be  “marginally  below”  the 
lower  end  of  expectations. 

Borthwicks  also  said  that  it 
had  rereived  “a  significant 
order"  from  “a  major  new 
customer"  in  America  to  sup¬ 
ply  concentrated  syrup  for  a 


By  Our  City  Staff 

chocolate  coffee  iced  drink. 
The  company  said  that  it  had 
originally  expected  to  des¬ 
patch  part  of  this  order  in  the 
year  to  March  29,  but  “delays 
in  receiving  the  order  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  there  being  no  contri¬ 
bution  in  that  year,  and  as  a 
result  the  directors  currently 
expect  to  report  profits  before 
taxation  marginally  below  the 


lower  end  of  market  ex¬ 
pectations" 

Dependent  on  public  react¬ 
ion  after  the  product  rollout, 
die  company  had  hopes  for 
significant  repeat  orders.  It 
added:  “ Asa  result  of  this  order 
and  improving  conditions  in 
the  flavours  markets,  die  board 
is  confident  about  prospects  for 
the  year  ending  March  1998." 


in  UK  housing.  1997  has 
started  well." 

Shares  of  CAMAS  rose  S'a  p 
to  Sl’zp  yesterday,  against  a 
1996  high  of  97p.  Despite  a  fall 
in  earnings  to  5.1Ip  (5.47p)  a 
share,  the  company  is  paying 
an  unchanged  total  dividend 
of  3.75p,  maintaining  the  final 
payment  at  2_5p. 

Profits  from  European  oper¬ 
ations  fell  to  £20.1  million 
(E23.3  million)  after  charging 
rationalisation  costs  of  £25 
million,  compared  with  a  £15 
million  charge  in  the  previous 
year.  Turnover  fell  6  per  cent 
to  £283.8  million  and  trading 
margins  eased  to  7.1  per  cent 
from  7.7  per  cent 

Mr  Shearer  said  the  level  of 
expenditure  on  UK  roads  was 
unlikely  to  provide  an  increase 
in  demand  in  die  coming  year, 
but  the  improvement  in  the 
housing  market  in  the  final 
quarter  of  1996  has  continued 
into  1997.  Markets  in  America 
enjoyed  a  period  of  sustained 
growth  and  all  indications  are 
that  the  strong  market  will 
continue  throughout  1997. 


By  Frank  le  Due 

JOHNSTON  PRESS,  the  loc¬ 
al  newspaper  publisher,  said 
the  outioak  was  encouraging 
as  it  reported  full-year  profits 
exceeding  City  expectations. 

The  rise  in  pre-tax  profit  to 
£24.1  million  (£165  million)  in 
the  year  to  December  31  reflect¬ 
ed  acquisitions  by  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  group,  including  the 
£213  million  deal  last  July  to 
buy  Emap's  regional  titles. 

Underlying  operating  profit 
advanced  to  EIS  million,  from 
£17-2  m Ulion.  while  turnover 
rose  from  £102  million  to  £165 
million. 

Fred  Johnston,  chairman, 
said  trading  conditions  had 
improved,  with  advertising 
growth  reflecting  the  stronger 
national  economy.  Tim 
Bowdler,  managing  director, 
said  the  cost  of  newsprint  in 
the  current  year  was  expected 
to  be  nearer  1995  levels. 
Margins  had  improved,  but 
were  still  below  Johnston's  25 
per  cent  average. 

The  final  dividend  of  1.7p 
(15p)  makes  a  total  of 245p,  up 
14  per  cent,  adjusted  for  the 
rights  issue  last  July.  Earn¬ 
ings.  excluding  exceptionais. 
rose  to  9.76p  (8.42p).  The 
shares  rose  5p  to  WIbp. 


EU  approves  £247m 
aid  for  Welsh  firms 

THE  Eurooean  Commission  has  approved  UK.state  aid  of 
£247  million  id  help  to  co-finance  investment  prqeds  by  LG 
Electronics  Wales  (LGEW)  and  L  G  Semicon  Wales  (LGSW), 
which  are  owned  by  LG  Engineering,  the  South  Korean 
mdusm'aJ  conglomerate.  ' 

LGEW  is  to  invest  £521  million  m  ine  creation  of  a 
television  and  computer  monitor  production  plant,  and  later 
in  the  assembly  of  colour  display  tubes  and  colour' picture 
tubes  for  monitors.  LGSW,  which  operates  in  the  semi¬ 
conductor  industry,  plans  to  invest  £1.1  billion  in  a  plant  "Die 
Commission  said  the  investments  would  not  create  overca¬ 
pacity  in  the  respective  markets,  ft  also  noted  that  they  would 
help  to  create  6.100  jobs  in  South  Wales. 

National  Power  project 

NATIONAL  POWER,  the  UK  utility,  has  won  its  first  big  project  4 
in  Indonesia  as  part  of  an  international  consortium  that  plans  to  * 
build  a  $1.6  billion  coal-fired  power  station.  The  consortium 
signed  a  30-year  agreement  under  which  Indonesia’s  state- 
owned  electricity  corporation  will  buy  power  from  tie  U20MW 
plant.  It  is  planned  to  be  built  on  the  northern  coast  of  central 
Java.  National  Power’s  partners  areTomen  of  Japan  and  Bakrie 
Pan  or  and  Maharani  Raramicra  of  Indonesia. 

Record  start  for  Liffe 

THE  London  International  Financial  Futures  and  Options 
Exchange  (Liffe)  traded  a  record  51333,462  futures  and  options 
contracts  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  representing  a  10 
per  cent  increase  over  the  first  quarter  of  1996.  It  was  the  first 
time  quarterly  turnover  exceeded  50  million  contracts.  In 
March,  Liffe  traded  1658  million  contracts,  with  average  daily 
volume  of  872.429  contracts,  representing  an  average  daily 
nominal  turnover  of  E187.04  billion. 

Yorkshire  Water  charge 

YORKSHIRE  WATER  will  take  a  £2.7  million  exceptional 
charge  against  the  disposal  of  Fospur.  its  specialist  water 
treatment  business,  to  Ashland  UK.  a  subsidiary  of  Ashland  of 
America,  for  £53  million.  The  charge  is  mainly  because  of  the 
cost  of  goodwill  on  the  original  purchase  in  199 1.  The  disposal 
follows  a  strategic  review  of  non- regulated  activities  in  1996 
and  the  prioritising  of  solid  and  liquid  waste,  clinical  waste 
and  environmental  analysis  at  Yorkshire  Environmental 

Benchmark  acquisition 

BENCHMARK,  the  property  investment  and  development 
group,  has  exchanged  contracts  to  acquire  the  leasehold  of  two 
London  properties  for  £30  million.  Benchmark  is  acquiring  an 
office  block  and  42  apartments,  near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  from  the 
Universities  Superannuation  Scheme.  Both  properties  have 
about  82  years  of  unexpired  leasehold.  Benchmark  said  the 
consideration  implies  an  initial  yield  of  9  per  cent 

Verily  licensing  deal 

SHARES  in  Verity,  the  electronic  equipment  group,  rose 
SUpto  5334p  after  the  company  announced  that  its  New 
Transducers  unit  has  signed  a  cross-licensing  agreement  with 
Noise  Cancellation  Technologies  Inc  (NCTI)  for  flat  loudspeak¬ 
er  technology.  NCTI  will  sub-license  the  joint  intellectual 
property  in  the  automotive  and  transportation  sectors  and  will 
pay  a  proportion  of  its  royalty  income  to  New  Transducers. 
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Rulebook  for  an  ideal  world 


Patti  Rntteman  looks  at  some  of 
the  issues  raised  by  the  quest  for 
an  international  set  of  standards 
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In  an  ideal  world,  compan¬ 
ies  quoted  on  one  stock  ex¬ 
change  could  seek  other  lis¬ 
tings  without  having  to  prod¬ 
uce  different  sets  of  accounts. 
But  it  is  not  an  ideal  world  and 
UK  companies  listed  in  New 
York  have  to  file  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  statement  with  the-  Sec¬ 
urities  Exchange  Commission 
showing  what  their  profits  and 
shareholders’  equity  would  be 
if  US  accounting  principles  had 
been  used  instead  of  UK  ac¬ 
counting  standards. 

It  is  not  so  bad  for  UK 
companies  because,  for  most, 
the  capita)  available  through 
the  London  Stock  Exchange  is 
sufficient  for  their  needs.  For 
capital  hungry  German  and 
French  companies,  it  is  a 
different  matter.  Their  stock 
exchanges  are  less  liquid  and 
they  must  seek  their  capital 
elsewhere  —  usually  New  York 
—  and  dial  involves  preparing 
the  second  set  of  accounts 
required  by  the  SEC 
All  of  that  is  set  to  change  in 
1998  when  the  International 
Accounting  Standards  Com¬ 
mittee  (IASC)  is  due  to  com¬ 
plete  its  “core"  standards  re¬ 
quired  by  the  International 
Organisation  of  Securities 
Commissions  as  a  prerequisite 
for  a  single  filing  requirement. 
The  SEC  has  taken  a  leading 
role  in  encouraging  the  IASC  to 
accelerate  is  programme  to 
produce  these  core  standards, 
and  expectations  are  high  that 
once  these  are  complete  com¬ 


panies  can  use  just  one  set  of 
accounts  for  their  filings  any¬ 
where  in  the  world,  including 
the  US.  Of  course,  that  implies 
that  the  international  stan¬ 
dards  must  be  acceptable  for 
local  use  too.  and  that  could 
cause  problems  for  UK  com¬ 
panies  if  those  core  standards 
differ  significantly  from  UK 
standards. 

However,  there  are  signifi¬ 
cant  problems  for  the  IASC  too. 
Its  proposals  are  significant 
and  controversial.  The  dead¬ 
line  is  close  and  difficult  to 
achieve  without  cutting  much- 
needed  discussion.  The-  IASC 
needs  to  manage  its  timetable 
carefully  and  UK  companies, 
among  others,  need  to  watch 
those  proposed  standards  that 
can  have  significant  effects  on 
the  way  they  do  business.  _ 

Does  it  matter  if  the  time¬ 
table  slips?  A  six-month  slip¬ 
page  may  not  matter,  but  much 
more  and  companies  may  lose 
pati&ice  and  adopt  US  ac¬ 
counting  principles. 

In  developing  the  core  stan¬ 
dards,  IASC  has  had  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  optional  treatments 
included  in  earlier  standards 
and  this  has  usually  meant  that 
the  new  standards  are  more 
like  US  standards  than.  UK 
standards.  This  happened  with 
deferred  tax  and  is  likely  to 
happen  with  the  proposed  stan¬ 
dard  on  employee  benefit  costs 
— essentially  pension  costs. 

The  more  serious  concern  in 
this  proposal  relates  to  defined 


Paul  Ruttemari  highlights  the  need  for  more  debate 


benefit  (or  final  salary)  schemes 
which  most  UK  companies 
have.  They  are  likely  to  have  to 
report  liabilities  which  are  arti¬ 
ficial  and  volatile  to  a  degree 
that  may  cause  them  to  switch 
to  defined  contribution  (money 
payment)  schemes  instead. 
Such  a  change  may  well  prove 
unpopular  with  employees  who 
like  to  know  whether  they  will 
have  a  sufficient  pension  when 
they  retire  rather  than  that 
their  pension  is  dependent  on 
the  success,  or  otherwise,  of 
investments  in  which  the  cont¬ 
ributions  have  been  put. 

Why  will  this  happen?  The 


problem  is  that  E54  (the  rele¬ 
vant  exposure  draft)  will  result 
in  volatile  balance  sheet  liabil¬ 
ities  because  it  takes  a  short¬ 
term  view  of  asset  returns  and 
interest  rates.  Each  year  die 
pension  scheme  assets  have  to 
be  valued  at  market  value  and 
the  liability  for  future  pensions 
discounted  at  a  risk-free  rate  of 
return.  Asset  values  tan  rise 
and  fall  rapidly  in  speculative 
markets  and  the  long-term 
risk-free  rate  of  return  can 
move  significantly  from  year  to 
year  also  (just  look  at  Italian 
government  bonds  over  the 
past  year).  A  pension  fund  is 


Tax  advice  that 
began  at  sea 

TAX  self-assessment  has 
meant  a  scramble  among  tax 
advisers  to  provide  help  to 
beleaguered  taxpayers  as  They 

became  inundated  with  tax 
forms  when  the  new  tax 
system  and  tax  year  start  next 
week.  The  British  Taxpayers 
Association  has  been  repack¬ 
aged  for  the  occasion.  Now  it 
aims  to  provide  help  through  a 
network  of  accountancy  firms 
throughout  the  land.  But  ns 
origins  lie  aboard  Admiral 


Jei lime's  flagship  during  the 
first  World  War.  A  quarter¬ 
master  started  doing  the  tax 
computations  for  the  fleet  in 
the  Black  Sea  and  continued 
with  the  business  once  back  on 
dry  land.  Even  now  it  claims 
to  have  a  few  retired  rear- 
admirals  on  its  books. 

Excused  by  death 

THERE  has  been  much  argu¬ 
ment  over  the  advice  that  the 


Inland  Revenue  is  putting  for¬ 
ward  to  taxpayers  about  the 
fearsome  new  regime  of  penal¬ 
ties  for  anyone  getting  the  new 
self-assessment  system  wrong. 
In  particular,  the  range  of  tax¬ 
payers’  excuses  that  would  be 
deemed  to  be  acceptable.  In 
what  was  thought  to  be  the 
ninth  draft  of  the  advice  on 
what  would  happen  if  taxpay¬ 
ers  missed  deadlines  it  still 
read:  "Death  of  taxpayer  be¬ 
fore  the  filing  dale  would  be 


accepted  as  a  reasonable  ex¬ 
cuse."  Nothing  is  certain  ex¬ 
cept  death  and  taxes. 

TAXAID  is  the  charity  that 
aims  to  provide  free  tax  advice 
to  people  who  cannot  afford 
professional  help .  One  of  the 
ways  it  funds  this  is  by  run¬ 
ning  conferences  that  aim  to 
help  tax  advisers.  The  next  one 
is  on  April  25  and  should  pro¬ 
vide  a  guide  to  all  anyone 
needs  to  know  about  the  onset 
of  self-assessment.  Details  cm 
01716245216. 

Robert  Bruce 


rarely  invested  in  risk-free  as¬ 
sets.  It  will  more  typically  have 
a  large  proportion  of  equities. 
An  actuary,  in  calculating  the 
funding  rate  needed  to  meet  the 
ultimate  liability,  will  take  that 
into  account,  unlike  E54.  A 
pension  fond  may  thus  be  fully 
funded  according  to  the 
scheme's  actuary,  but  the  com¬ 
pany^  accounts  will  show  an 
increasing  pension  liability. 

The  accounting  proposed  in 
E54  for  defined  benefir  schemes 
can  be  said  to  distort  balance 
sheets  and  distort  them  in  an 
unpredictable  way.  For  those 
companies  already  contemplat¬ 
ing  switching  to  defined  contri¬ 
bution  schemes,  this  may  be 
the  clinching  factor. 

There  are  two  further  points 
that  should  not  be  overlooked. 
First,  the  SEC  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  just  a  core  set  of 
standards  in  place.  It  requires  a 
mechanism  to  be  in  place  for 
interpreting  those  standards. 
Already  there  are  indications 
that  the  standards  do  not  mean 
the  same  thing  to  all  companies 
in  all  countries.  The  Standard 
Interpretations  Committee  of 
the  IASC  which  meets  for  the 
first  time  this  week,  is  the 
proposed  solution  to  that  issue. 
It  is  a  kind  of  Urgent  Issues 
Task  Force  and  consists  of  a 
number  of  well-qualified  indi¬ 
viduals,  but  it  is  a  significant 
job.  They  have  a  lot  to  do; 

Finally,  the  SEC  is  looking 
for  a  vigorous  international 
enforcement  mechanism.  No 
solution  has  been  put  forward. 
In  practice,  for  companies  com¬ 
ing  to  New  York  for  capital  the 
SEC  will  do  much  of  the 
enforcement.  Companies  that 
foil  to  comply  will  not  attain 
access.  Presumably  (but  less 
obviously  so)  similar  enforce¬ 
ment  measures  wifi -be  applied 
by  other  stock  exchanges  or 
securities  commissions.  The 
result  wifi  be  an  unco¬ 
ordinated  enforcement  system. 
There  is  room  for  something 
like  our  own  financial  Review 
Panel  The  principal  sanction 
will  be  the  ability  to  make 
public  any  deficiencies  discov¬ 
ered.  The  threat  of  litigation  in 
the  home  country  would  be  a 
useful  add-on,  hut  perhaps  too 
ambitious  for  the  present 
However,  more-  debate  will  be 
needed  —  and  soon. 

Paul  Rutteman  is  partner 
with  the  Financial  Services 
Office  of  Ernst  &  Young. 
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Revenue  shifts  burden 
of  work  to  the  taxpayer 


IN  THE  first  few  days  of  next  week  the  foil 
effect  of  the  changeover  to  tax  self-assessment 
wifi  become  apparent  Hie  opening  days  of 
the  tax  year  will  see  some  85  million  tax 
returns  arriving  on  the  nation’s  doormats. 
For  everyone  concerned  it  will  be  a  new 
concept  It  will  be  a  new  and  redesigned  tax 
form.  And  for  a  large  proportion  of  recipients 
it  will  be  the  first  time  that  they  have  had  to 
sort  anything  like  this  out 

The  concept  of  self-assessment  is  easy  to 
understand  and  the  new  forms  are  relatively 
dear.  But  tax,  whatever  forms  and  methods 
are  used  for  collection,  is  bound  to  be 
complex.  For  those  who  have  well-ordered 
tax  affairs  and  employ  an  adviser  there 
should  be  few  problems.  But  the  self- 
assessment  net  has  widened  the  numbers  of 
those  who  have  to  take  responsibility  for 
their  tax  affairs.  In  the  old  days,  an 
uncomplicated  taxpayer  on  the  PAYE  system 
hardly  noticed  anything,  except  the  tax  being 
removed.  Now  anyone  with 
taxable  benefits  has  to  sort  it 
out  with  the  Inland  Revenue. 

Suddenly,  people  are 
going  to  be  faced  with  com¬ 
plicated  decisions  and  the 
need  for  advice.  Overnight  a 
huge  market  will  open  up  for 
cheap,  cheerful  but  effective 
tax  advice.  There  are  three 
obvious  sources  for  this.  The 
banks  could  knock  out  a 
form-based  service.  Small 
accountancy  firms  could  do 
likewise.  There  are  no  regu¬ 
lations  about  who  can  and 
who  cannot  call  themselves 
tax  advisers. 

In  the  US,  where  self- 
assessment  is  the  norm,  a 
huge  industry  of  good,  swift 
and  cheap  tax  advice  is 
available.  But  it  has  grown  “ 

up  over  yeans.  Here,  in  year  one,  there  is 
likely  to  be  chaos.  Already  the  banks,  having 
made  noises  about  being  interested  in  the 
market,  are  starting  to  pull  out  The  idea  of  a 
centralised  system  has  foundered  as  people 
sought  to  gain  tax  advice  across  a  desk  in  a 
local  branch.  The  cost  structure  of  a  tax 
service  provided  by  (he  banks  depended  on 
swift  and  easy  central  processing  of  tax 
returns.  They  were  not  going  to  make  money 
if  the  service  had  to  include  specific  help  at  a 
local  level 

The  market  wifi  be  left  to  organisations 
such  as  the  British  Taxpayers  Association, 
which  has  formed  an  alliance  of  accountancy 
firms.  It, provides  the  documentation  and  the 
advertising.  The  local  accountancy  firms  do 
the  tax  wurk.  .Through  that  arrangement  it 
boasts  250  partners  and  1250  professional 
staff  available  to  carry  out  the  basic  tax 
service  for  which  it  intends  to  charge  about 
£60.  That  is  almost  three  times  what  the  Hno- 
frills"  service  would  cost  in  the  US.  But  that 


Robert 
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probably  owes  much  to  differences  in 
consumer  culture  and  a  mature  market 
People  in  the  US  tend  to  insist  on  quality  at  a 
dirt-cheap  price.  In  the  UK,  consumers  tend 
to  associate  a  high  price  with  high  quality 
and  consequently  are  happy  to  pay  much 
higher  prices  than  in  the  US. 

But  as  the  message  of  self-assessment  sinks 
in,  we  will  see  the  arrival  of  independent  high 
street  tax  shops  and,  in  a  totally  unregulated 
marketplace,  we  will  start  to  hear  tales  of 
incompetence  and  disasters.  The  tax  advisory 
industry  has  tried  to  do  something  about  this. 
A  report  was  commissioned  by  the  Chartered 
Institute  of  Taxation  and  TaxAid.  the  tax 
advice  charily.  That  suggested  that  rogue 
advice  and  its  consequences  did  exist  and  the 
suggestion  was  made  that  some  sort  of 
regulation  was  required.  But  the 
practicalities  are  harder.  Another  report  was 
commissioned  to  examine  the  lessons  that 
could  be  learnt  from  the  relevant  100  worst 
cases  that  had  come  before 
the  accountancy  profession's 
regulatory  systems.  This  is 
due  to  be  published  next 
month.  It  is  likely  to  con¬ 
clude  that  most  accountancy 
firms  are  disciplined 
because  they  are  manageri¬ 
al  ty  rather  than  technically 
incompetent  People  who  re¬ 
ceive  bad  advice  often  re¬ 
ceive  it  because  the  adviser’s 
own  business  is  a  shambles. 
It  is  hard  to  separate  an 
inability  to  run  a  business 
from  an  inability  to  advise 
properly  on  tax.  As  a  result,  it 
is  hard  to  insist  on  regula¬ 
tion  of  advisers  if  ft  is  not 
likely  to  improve  the  quality 
of  advice. 

But  the  most  alarming 
change  that  is  likely  to  hit 
taxpayers  is  the  switch  to  random  audits. 
From  next  Monday  morning  the  Inland 
Revenue  has  the  power  to  descend  on 
taxpayers  and  investigate  their  tax  affairs. 
Taxpayers",  as  Ernst  &  Young  put  it  in  its 
survey  of  Revenue  audit  powers  last  autumn, 
whose  affairs  are  in  order  will  not  be  told 
that  they  are  being  investigated  for  purely 
statistical  reasons."  And  if  such  an  investiga¬ 
tion  is  detailed,  as  it  is  likely  to  be,  the 
taxpayer  will  find  that  the  sheer  cost  of 
arguing  his  or  her  case  is  bn  the  large  side. 
The  fee  to  an  adviser  for  helping  out  during 
the  investigation  is  nor  going  to  be  £60. 

And  that  is  likely  to  be  the  real  impact  of 
sel&assessment.  In  tire  past,  the  relatively 
small  number  of  people  who  had  complex  tax 
affairs,  or  were  seif-employed,  paid  for  advice 
because  they  felt  it  was  necessary.  Now  a 
large  number  of  people  are  going  to  have  to 
pay  for  advice  simply  because  the  Inland 
Revenue  has  shifted  its  burden  of  work  from 
tax  gatherer  to  taxpayer.  .... 
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Equities  stage  a  recovery 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  Is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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REGISTER  NOW  FOR 

1997/98  APPLICATION  FORMS 

THE  PEP  DISCOUNT  DIRECTORY 


This  17  poge  A4  guide?  is  ESSENTIAL  reading  for  all  PEP 
investors.  It  lists  performance  &  charges  as  well  as  the  discounts 
we  can  offer  an  hundreds  of  Unit  Trust  PEPs.  If  you  want  to 
obtain  up  to  £300  discaunl/cashback  on  a  full  PEP. 

Send  for  details  TODAY. 


Normally  £3,  currently  available  FREE  of  charge 

FOR  A  FREE  COPY  PLEASE  CALL  FREE  ON 


0800  850  663 
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M  FILM  1 

Colin  Firth,  freed 
from  Mr  Darcy’s 
breeches,  turns  in 
an  appealing 
performance  in 
the  new  Fever  Pitch 


■  FILM  2 

The  French  film, 

A  Self-Made  Hero , 
dares  to  poke  fun 
at  the  German 
Occupation  and  the 
French  Resistance 


THEil 

UPTIMES 

A] 

K] 

rs 

■  FILM  3 

Wildly  exaggerated 
violence;  and  a 
fascination  with 
disfigurement  mar 
the  Japanese  film 
Tokyo  Fist 


■  DANCE 

Darcey  Bussell  and 
Igor  Zelensky 
form  the  perfect 
partnership  in  the 
Royal  Ballet  revival 
of  La  Bayadere 


CINEMA:  It’s  one-nil  to  the  Arsenal  as  the  laddish  charm  of  Fever  Pitch  wins  over  even  football-hating  Geoff  Brown 

You  are  watching  men  united 


UUIft. 

■‘r  ARuth 
wnorrt 


Standing  in  my  back  garden 
some  Saturday  afternoons, 
I  can  hear  the  crowd’s  roar 
at  the  Arsenal  stadium  in 
\  Highbury,  half  a  mile  away.  Hell 
:'7t  on  earth,  it  sounds  like.  1  hate  all 
sport  and  always  have  done.  Why. 
then,  did  I  have  a  good  rime  at 
Fever  Pitch,  the  film  adaptation  of 
Nick  Hornby'S  book  chronicling 
his  obsession  with  Arsenal  Football 
Club?  What  was  so  appealing 
about  Colin  Firth,  freed  from  Mr 
Darcy’s  breeches,  acting  the  chau¬ 
vinistic  bloke,  swapping  football 
lore  with  his  mares,  wearing 
Arsenal  boxer  shorts,  and  bellow¬ 
ing  on  the  terraces? 

Ignorance  helped.  Not  having 
read  Nick  Hornby’s  autobiographi¬ 
cal  book,  I  was  not  to  know  that 
Colin  Firth’s  fine  head  of  curls  bore 
no  resemblance  to  the  author's  bald 
pate;  or,  more  crucially,  that  the 
film's  romance  between  Firth  and 
luth  Gemmell,  fellow  teacher  at  a 
fh  London  comprehensive 
school,  was  invented  to  provide  a 
peg  for  thoughts,  jokes  and  dia¬ 
logue  previously  filtered  through 
the  match  reports  that  filled  the 
book’s  pages. 

“If  someone  else  had  taken  these 
liberties,  1  probably  would  have 
been  appalled,"  Hornby  writes  in 
his  introduction  to  the  published 
screenplay.  But  he  was  the  script¬ 
writer;  and  he  knew  well  enough 
thar  the  film's  conventional  struc¬ 
ture,  flecked  with  flashbacks  to  the 
hero’s  childhood  in  a  broken  home, 
still  allowed  room  for  the  book's 
concerns  and  rampant  good 
humour. 

m*  The  film’s  sheer  friendliness  is  its 
./  most  endearing  feature.  Director 
David  Evans,  a  recruit  from  British 
television,  may  use  the  big  screen 
timidly  —  this  is  a  film  of  small 
details  and  surface  realism  —  but 
he  knows  how  to  snuggle  up  to  his 
characters,  no  matter  how  madden¬ 
ing  their  behaviour.  In  some  re¬ 
spects  Fever  Pitch  is  not  about 
football  at  all;  it  is  about  being  a 
fanatic,  and  the  way  an  obsession 
bends  lives  and  relationships  out  of 
shape.  Here  is  where  Gemmell 
Sarah  Hughes  comes  in  useful,  as  a 
foil  and  yardstick.  Joining  Firth'S 
school  just  as  Arsenal  begin  the 
198S-89  season,  she  begins  as  a 
stria  disciplinarian,  exasperated 
by  her  colleague's  lax  ways.  Falling 
in  love  and  getting  pregnant  bring 
no  revolutionary  change:  she  re¬ 
mains  incredulous  at  Firth's  fixa¬ 
tion,  while  he  feels  free  to  accuse 
her  of  having  no  soul.  ’‘Perhaps  one 
.  day,"  he  says. “  you’ll  Jeani  to  care 
'jfaboirt  something  you  can’t  tick." 

"  Acting  more  energetically  than 
usual.  Firth  makes  his  Arsenal 
-  devotee  appear  both  aggravating 
and  attractive;  while  Gemmell 
persuasively  shows  us  a  teacher 

‘Superb 
victory’ 

Every  week,  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  releases . . . 


The  situation  is  pregnant  with 
comedy.  You  could  even  get  tender 
feelings  involved.  But  Amaiou’s 
script  nips  all  developments  in  the 
bud,  and  the  director  seems  too 
buqr  parading  his  ambitions  to 
notice.  Actors  involved  include 
Vincent  Regan.  Ross  Boatman  and 
Lee  Ross;  they  deserve  better. 

Good  taste  returns  with  Korea,  a 
leading  attraction  in  Green  on  the 
Screen,  one  of  the  strands  in  the 
Barbican  Centre’s  Irish  arts  sea¬ 
son.  Too  much  good  taste,  almost: 
you  long  for  a  break  in  the 


Fever  Pitch 

Odeon  West  End,  15,  <00  mins 
Agreeable  screen  transplant 
of  Nick  Hornby’s  book 

A  Self-Made  Hero 

Curzon  Mayfair.  15, 105  mins 
Captivating  French  tale 
of  a  bogus  Resistance  hero 

Hard  Men 

ABC  Piccadilly,  18. 87  mins 
Bad  British  Tarantino 

Green  on  the  Screen 

Barbican  Cinema 
Wide-ranging  season 
of  Irish  cinema 

Tokyo  Fist 

1CA  Cinema.  18, 87  mins 
Eye-pummelling 

Japanese  madness 


Coliii  Firth  —  or,  at  any  rate,  his  Gunners  boxer  shorts — and  Ruth  Gemmell  in  a  scene  from  Nick  Hornby’s  ebullient  adaptation  of  his  own  bestseller.  Fever  Pitch 


whose  ordered  exterior  hides  unful¬ 
filled  needs.  In  truth,  the  pair  never 
appear  a  likely  match  and,  as  the 
baby  looms  and  Arsenal’s  fortunes 
readi  their  dimax.  Fever  Pitch 
drifts  away  from  realism  towards 
the  tidy  solutions  of  fantasy.  But  it’s 
far  too  late  to  complain:  we  have 
bathed  too  pleasurably  in  the  film’s 
ebullience,  generous  heart  and 
delight  in  the  follies  of  life. 

A  Self-Made  Hem  gives  much 
pleasure  too,  though  of  a  more 
complicated  kind.  Here  is  a  French 
film  that  dares  to  poke  into  the 
uncomfortable  area  of  the  German 
Occupation  and  the  myth  of  the 
Resistance;  and  dares  to  treat 
events  as  a  matter  for  ironic 
comedy.  The  hero,  one  Albert 
Dehousse.  begins  as  a  provincial 
nobody  who  arrives  in  Paris  after 


the  Liberation  in  1944  and  creates  a 
new  identity  as  a  valiant  Resistance 
hero. 

ft  suits  the  higher  echelons  to 
believe  him.  Dehousse’s  imposture 
is  so  convincing  chat  he  is  appoint¬ 
ed  to  responsible  positions,  scour¬ 
ing  France  for  traitors  and 
supervising  mop-up  operations  in 
Germany.  We  want  Dehousse  to 
succeed  too.  for  the  actor  Mafthieu 
Kassow'tz  (the  powerful  dirmor  of 
La  Haine)  bends  us  round  his  litde 
finger  with  his  mixture  of  naively 
and  guile. 

This  is  die  second  Elm  to  be 
directed  by  the  screenwriter 
Jacques  Audiard.  The  density  of  the 
film’s  ideas  and  the  wealth  of 
dialogue  point  to  his  background. 
But  he  is  no  mere  slave  to  the  words 
of  the  script  (adapted  from  a  novel 


by  Jean-Frangois  Deniau).  He 
knows  images  loo:  he  plays  with 
them,  shapes  them  gracefully,  and 
whisks  us  with  a  magician's  flour¬ 
ish  between  different  pieces  of  die 
jigsaw  puzzle  that  comprise 
Dehousse’s  life.  Parts  of  the  film 
feel  like  mock  documentary:  there 
are  contemporary  interviews  with 
colleagues  and  witnesses,  photo¬ 
graphed  straight  to  camera-  And, 
just  in  case  we  get  lulled  into 
accepting  fictions  as  {acts.  Audiard 
bridges  some  scenes  with  shots  of 
musicians  recording  the  film’s 
soundtrack. 

But  there  is  nothing  coldly  intel¬ 
lectual  about  this  cat’s  cradle  of  lies, 
evasions  and  illusions.  A  Self- 
Made  Hero  barrels  along,  popular 
and  highbrow  both  at  once,  always 
alert  to  the  comic  potential  of 


Dehousse’s  charade.  When  he 
gatecrashes  a  Resistance  reception 
in  the  early  days,  he  walks  m. 
charmingly,  carrying  his  own  wine 
glass.  By  the  end,  the  lies  have  built 
up  into  a  labyrinth.  He  becomes 
trapped,  and  since  we  spectators 
have  willingly  complied  in  the 
game,  we  watch  him  wriggling 
with  as  much  pain  as  amusement 
Kas sovirz,  scarcely  off  screen,  rev¬ 
els  in  the  part’s  subtleties;  and  the 
company  around  him,  including 
Anouk  Grin  berg.  Sandrine  Kiber- 
lain  and  Jean-Louis  Trintignant. 
pitch  in  with  vim  and  vigour.  This 
is  a  film  of  many  layers,  and  rich 
rewards. 

Not  so  Hard  Men,  a  British 
entry  in  the  Imitation  Tarantino 
stakes,  which  wrongly  assumes 
that  splashes  of  spurious  visual 


style,  lashings  of  words 
with  f  and  enormous  injections 
violence  can  compensate  for  a 
paltry  script  and  a  lack  of  directori¬ 
al  control.  The  chap  at  the  helm  is  J. 
K.  Amaiou,  french  by  birth,  but 
with  15  years  in  London  under  his 
belt  time  enough  for  him  to  learn 
how  to  write  coarse  English  like 
“Kiss  me  where  I  poo" 

When  not  displaying  their  lan¬ 
guage  skills,  die  three  Mafia 
henchmen  spend  their  time  trawl¬ 
ing  London*  sleaziest  locations, 
blasting  opponents  dead,  and  argu¬ 
ing.  The  chief  bone  of  contention  is 
one  of  their  number.  Tone,  who 
wishes  to  hang  up  his  gun  now  that 
his  former  girlfriend  has  presented 
him  with  a  daughter.  Instead  of 
mouthing  foul  threats,  he  starts  to 
coo  “Da  da"  into  his  mobile  phone. 


mournful  tread  of  Catha]  Black's 
film,  with  its  tone  of  exquisite 
misery,  its  careful  photography  of 
village  faces,  freshwater  lakes  and 
faded  wallpaper. 

The  time  is  1952  One  man’s  son. 
an  emigrant  to  America,  comes 
back  dead  from  the  war  in  Korea, 
Another  man’s  son  fights  to  avoid  a 
similar  fate.  There  is  decent  acting 
and  atmosphere  galore;  but  the 
film  cannot  shake  off  the  shroud  of 
undue  seriousness. 

Finally.  Tokyo  Fist  an  onslaught 
of  pummelling  hands,  pulped  and 
pierced  flesh,  and  spurting  blood 
from  Shinya  Tsukamoto.  the  Japa¬ 
nese  cyberpunk  king,  revered  par¬ 
ticularly  for  Tetsuo  II:  Body- 
hammer.  Fans  should  be  pleased,  if 
no  one  else.  The  plot  describes  a 
simple  love  triangle:  but  there  is 
nothing  simple  about  the  lurching 
camerawork,  die  blue-rinse  pho¬ 
tography,  the  erotic  overtones,  the 
wildly  exaggerated  violence  and 
fascination  with  body  disfigure¬ 
ment.  The  trio’s  weaker  male 
member  is  played,  plaintively,  by 
Tsukamoto  himself  while  his 
brother  portrays  the  tough  rivaL 
They  must  lead  an  interesting 
family  life. 


□  FEVER  PITCH 
Damian  Samuels,  Vh  Rarely 
lias  the  word  “Arsenal"  been 
more  entertaining. 

Tim  Thornton,  21:  An  exciting 
soccer  romp  that  really  hits 
the  spot  A  superb  victory  for 
Colin  Firth. 

Sarah  Crook,  1&  The  country 
vias  a  passion  for  football  and 
Aill  have  a  passion  for  Fever 
Pitch. 

Leslie  Isaiah  Thomas.  IS: 
Macho  nonsense. 

□  HARD  MEN 

Damian:  A  laughable  London 
crime'  story  that  should  find  a 
home  in  video  hell. 

Tim:  In  true  Tarantino  style. 


this  film  has  fast  guns,  fast 
cars  and  fast  dialogue. 

Sarah:  An  enjoyable,  well- 
acted  yam.  Lee  Ross  is  one  to 
look  out  for. 

Leslie  Rather  disappointing. 

□  A  SELF-MADE  HERO 
Damian:  Martin  Guerre 
meets  Forrest  Gump  meets 
The  English  Patient  in  a  well- 
written  film. 

Tim:  Don’t  be  put  off  by  the 
subtitles.  This  film  was  tree 
bon. 

Sarah;  Moving  and  rich. 
Leslie  Matthieu  Kassovitz 
gives  a  most  delicate,  sensitive 
performance. 


Finding  the 
perfect  man 


BUI.  COOPER 


DARCEY  BUSSELL  added 
another  name  to  her  list  of 
leading  roles  this  week,  bur 
she  wasn’t  quire  able  to  claim 
it  as  her  awn.  She  also  added 
another  name  to  her  list  of 
leading  men.  and  found  her¬ 
self  the  perfect  partner  in  the 
process.  The  occasion  was  her 
debut  as  Nikiya  in  the  Royal 
Ballet's  current  revival  of  La 
Bayadere :  the  new  man  was 
Igor  Zelensky,  the  Kirov-bred 
star  of  New  York  City  Ballet 
Zelensky  is  over  here  for  six 
weeks  —  he  dances  Romeo  to 
Bussell's  Juliet  later  this 
month  —  to  partner  Covent 
Garden’s  tallest  female  star. 
Bussell  has  not  enjoyed  the 


DANCE 
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MEAN 


La  Bayadere 
Covent  Garden 


best  of  luck  where  her  import¬ 
ed  partners  are  concerned. 
The  elegant  American.  Robert 
Hill,  had  to  cut  short  his  Royal 
Ballet  stay  when  injury  side¬ 
lined  him  some  years  ago:  the 
Hungarian  Zoltan  Solymosi 
was  sacked  after  an  unhappy 
five  years. 

How  permanent  the  Zelen- 
sky-Bussell  partnership  will 
turn  out  to  be  is  still  an 
unknown,  but  on  the  evidence 
of  this  one  performance  theirs 
is  a  match  made  in  heaven. 
Their  physical  compatibility  is 
remarkable,  his  strength  more 
than  equal  to  the  enormous 
scope  of  her  dancing;  while 
their  attitudes  as  performers 
are  perfectly  in  tune,  both 
liking  to  take  risks  with  the 
choreography. 

Bussell*  Nikiya  is  demure 
and  vety  pretty  indeed,  but 
that  isn’t  quite  enough.  There 
is  a  lot  of  emotional  ground  for 
Nikiya  to  cover  in  the  first  act 
—  from  piety  to  romantic 
rapture,  from  rage  to  betrayal 
and  ultimately  death  —  and 
Bussell’s  arsenal  of  dramatic 
weapons  is  not  varied  enough 
to  encompass  such  a  huge 
range.  Nikiya's  back-bending 
monologue  of  grief  in  the 
garden  scene  revealed  that 
Bussell  has  not  yet  found  the 
key  to  tugging  at  our  heart 
strings. 

But  her  dancing  on  Monday 
night  was  lovely.  No  one 
describes  wider  ares  of  dance 
than  Bussell  does,  and  the 
sensuousness  of  her  musical 
phrasing  —  and  the  way  she 


Darcey  Bussell  makes  her  debut  as  Nikiya  in  La  Bayadere 


played  with  time,  outlining 
familiar  movements  in  unfa¬ 
miliar  ways  —  made  the 
interpretation  uniquely  her 
own.  And  when  paired  with 

Zelensky*  SoJor.  she  came 

alive  with  the  sheer  physical 
excitement  of  lefting  go  into 
the  choreography. 

Zelensky  is  big  and  beefy, 
and  fiercely  aristocratic  in  that 
very  Russian  way.  His  Solor 
was  full  of  fire  and  bravado, 


and  acted  with  a  lusty  confi¬ 
dence  that  worked  well  within 
the  context  of  Bayadere's 
melodrama.  His  technique  is 
absolutely  stunning:  immacu¬ 
late,  open  and  breathfakingly 
generous.  He  sailed  across  the 
Covent  Garden  stage  in  spa¬ 
cious  leaps,  and  then  amazed 
us  even  further  with  his  im¬ 
possibly  cushioned  landings. 

Debra  Craine 


Monday  7  April  7.30pm 


Barbican  Celehrilv  Recitals 


Gidon  Kramer™,* 

Oleg  Maisenberg  piano 

Schubert  -  A  Contemporary  Celebration 
SchubertS  lune/W  vfotoi  sonatas  played  tty  one  of 
the  world's  greatest  soloists 
Schubert  Sonatas  In  A  minor.  D38St  Q  minor,  CMOS; 
O  major,  0384 ;  A  motor,  0574 
Kanehell  Time...  and  again  /Wwttpmfn»raJ_ 

Tickets  SB  CIO  CM  C19 
Sponsored  by  Hoechst 


Barbican  Centre 
0171  638  8891 


9  OSCARS 

INCLUDING 

BEST  FILM 

BEST  DIRECTOR  —  ANTHONY  MXNCHEUA 
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1  AT  CINEMAS  EVERYWHERE  NOV 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  APRIL  3  1997 


■  CHOICE  1 

Sian  Phillips  stars 
as  Marlene  in  Pam 
Gems's  stage-bio 
of  Dietrich 

VENUE:  Previewing  from 
tonight  at  the  Lyric  Theatre 


LONDON 

GRSNONTHESCRffiNAlwo- 

waek  Irish  »n  season  begins  et  foe 
Barbican  Cnema  today,  as  pat  ot  the 
Rom  Heart  festival  Of  fttstl  muse  and 

arts.  Gwen  on  he  Screen  teams 
three  strands — Irish  fihi  Classes,  h5h 
Music  and  Fare  and  Mew  hsb  Cinema 
—  and  fedwles  tales  such  as  Michael 
Cbftre,  Man  at  Aran  and  the  tSCHsflera 
classic.  Irish  Destiny 
Baritlcan  Cinema,  5#i  Street  EC2 
(0171-6335403)  (JhUAprf  17. 

MARLENE1  S5n  PhMipo  plays  (and 
sings)  DWrich  m  Pan  Goto' 5  attrcetive 
slaga-bia.  wtft  Lou  Gsh  and  B4ty 
Manilas.  Sean  Manus  (feeds. 
Lspte.ShahasJbuyAwenuaWI  (0171- 
494  5043  Previews  begm  tonigit, 

7  45pm.  Opens  April  8. 7pm  Then 
Mon-SaL  7.45pm:  mad  Wert.  Sat  3pm 

NOISE.  The  subject  ol  Mot  Jones's 
new  play  wB  be  tan&ar  lo  anyone 
wtoa:  imcac-mad  neighbour  has 
ttosjad  the*  Dies.  Teenage  newly  weds 
move  mu  a  fta]  new  to  a  torfna 
maraac.  Mark  Bedonan  (feeds  the 
second  play  in  the  Site  Specific  season. 
Soho  Theatre  at  21  Dean  Street  W1 
(0171-420002?)  Previews  begin  Urt^Tt. 
8pm  Opens  April  7.  7pm  ThenMon- 
SeLSpni  UnHAprt26 

ELSEWHERE 

CHELTENHAM:  Monty  Waendar, 
Counney  Pina  and  Chico  Freeman  are 


□  BOOTY  Nortfwm  Exposure  actor 
flab  Motto*  fans  Kevin  Knight's  aisf  in 
Naomi  Wallace's  tasonabng  version  at 
the  WSiam  Wharton  novel:  a 
pqiChologlcaBy  damaged  <3  (Mafflwv 
Wait)  beftaves  he  is  a  bind  Or  does  he? 
Comedy.  Panton  Street  SW1  (0171- 
3691731)  Mon-Sat.  8pm:  mate  Thure, 
3pm.  Sat.  5pm 

O  CIGARETTES  AND  CHOCOLATE' 
An  attav,  a  pregnancy,  Bach  and  a  bag 
tarty  feature  In  mis  sage  vorattn  at  the 
award -winning  raefio  play  by  Anthony 
Mnghefla. 

Man  lathe  Moon,  392  King's  RokJ, 
SW3  (0171-351  2876).  Opens  tonighi, 
8pm.  Then  Tw-Sun,  8pm  UrtflA  prl27. 

■  THE  CRIPPLE  OF  MtSHMAAM- 
Set  on  a  remote  toil  ide.  wtih  exceOant 
playing  (Ruak/hn  Conroy  as  the  yotng 
cripple).  Martin  McOonagh's  second 
pray  has  (ts  taufc  but  is  fcvely  and 
sharply  com*: 

National  (Cotteetol.  South  Bar*.  SE1 
(01 71-928  2252)  Toreghl-Sat,  MonJfffcd, 
7  30pm;  mots  Sd  and  Wed,  230pm.  In 

rep.® 

■  THE  FALL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
USHERETTES:  Fotoeard  Fantasy's 
comte  ht  returns:  crazy  doaigsii  a 
crunbfing  fteaph  ntoa&ted  by  three 
gruesome  crones  end  their  feeble 
brother.  Enjoyabiy  barmy  shift. 

Lyric  TbaatraStuAo.  King  Street. 
Hammersmith,  VW  (0181-74)  2 311). 
Mon-Sal.  8pm.  mat  Set,  4  30pm.  Until 
Apnffi. 


NEW  RELEASES 

BASQUIAT  (15):  Fascinating  portrait  of 
tfie  blae*.  graffiti  artist  of  the  (SSQa, 
portrayed  by  Jeffrey  Wright 
Gate  ©  (01 71-727  4043)  Lumiere 
(0171 -836  0691)  Ritzy  (0171  -737 2121) 
Scraen  on  On  HQ  (0171-435  3365) 
Virgin  (Mm  (0777-352506$ 

♦  DANTE'S  PEAK  (12)' Volcano 
threatens  Pierce  Brocnan  end  Linda 
Hamtoon  SUy  script,  good  eOoctS. 
ABCs:  BMnr  Street  (0t71-63S 9772) 
TottMiftam  Court  (toad  (0171-636 
6148)  Engrir*  (0990  8889909  Odeon 
Swta*  Ocittaga  (0181-315  4220) 
Pbocobr  (0181-883  223$  Rio  (0171- 
2546877)  uaWhrtriey»S(0g90 
88899$  Vfcgfa  Fuffratn  Rood  (0171- 
3702838]  Warner  ®  (0171-437  4343] 

DMFTWOOO  (1$:  James  Spader  and 
Anne  Brioche  marooned  in  a  pretentious 
Wish  drama.  Director.  Renan  O'Leary. 
ABC  StuAratny  Avenue  (0171 -838 
6279) 

♦  LARGER  THAN  LIFE  (PG*  RaL 
whimsical  comedy  with  B#  Moray  end 
an  elephant  Director.  Howard  ftarMn. 
Odaon  Mezzanine©  (0181 -315  4215) 

LOVE  LESSONS  (15):  Teenage  boy 
Mams  about  low  In  wartime  Soudan. 
Watchafale  drama  horn  dractor  Bo 
WWerbetg. 

ABC  SHha  Centra  (0171-439  4470) 

THE  RAILWAY  CHILDREN  ill)' 
Welcome  revival  of  Lionel  Jeflites'e 
Jartly  dasaccf  1970.  wfflj  Jenny 
Aguttar  and  Barnard  Crflrblns. 

Barbican  Cinema  (0171-838  8881) 
Croon  Phoenix  (01 71 -369  1721) 


■  CHOICE  2 

Michael  Collins  is 
showing  as  part  of 
the  Green  on  the 
Screen  film  season 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Gflllw  Maxey 


just  some  of  He  names  taking  part  h 
tfg  annual  Chattel  it  mb  International 
■lazzfefiva).  New  Sounds,  a  festival 
wBwtlhetelriial  (from  2pm  on 
Saturday).  Includes  must  tram  four 
bgn&  at  (hscutthg  edge  of  European 
•laze  the  Recycles  wffli  Steve 
Arguaaes,  tan  Bafaffl/sAcme,  Prefect 
Houseptartswtth  Mark  LocWmw,  and 
Human  Chain  featuring  Django  Bates. 
JazzFMflml:  tk*sts  @1242 227979). 
hottne  (01594  5410TO)  Tmtay-Sunday. 
vatars  times  end  writes. 

GLASGOW:  Scettsb  Bala*  be^S 
taring  Its  fgghy  acclaimed  production 
ot  John  Cranko's  HomeoA  JUItet. 
ftohrttev’a  eloquent  score,  magnificent 
coMimes  by  Jugen  Rose.  tavW> 
sosiery  and  spectacular  tight  scenes 
contone  to  tel  the  story  at  the  two 
yotmg  tarn  caught  up  m  a  moderous 
vendetta  not  oHhdrmakng. 

TlMrira  RoyaL  Hope  9reet©  (0141- 
3329000}  Todzy-Apr312{axcnpt 
SUiday),  7.15pm.  Nesa  In  EfAntugh. 
Festival  (0131-529  60001.  Apri  15-19; 
Aberdeen.  Ms  Majesty's  (01224 
641 122).  Aprl  22-28.  ' 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Mngalon'g  rats 
ofttieatra  ehowtng  in  Lor 
■  House  tuff,  returns  oidy 
B  Some  Boats  (writable 
□  Santa  ataM  prices 


□  THE  GENERAL  FROM  AMERICA 
Jtanes  Lsurenaon  and  Gorin  Redgrave 
play  Arnold  and  Washington.  heecSng  a 
■ns  m  nfUchaid  Maori's  play 
concerned  with  treachery  bul  only 
lainUy  suggesting  motives. 

Pit  Barbican  Centre.  EC2  (0171-638 
8801).  Tcnlght-SaL  7.1 5pm;  mats  Thure 
andSaL2pm  ftirap. UnttiAprOB 

BKVNGS:  Homer,  the  first  two  boc45, 
as  Alan  Howard  thrt&ng^  lels  there,  h 
Christopher  Logue's  trandaBon  A  rare 
chtnce  lo  hear  the  quarrel  between 
Achles  and  Agamemnon  presented  as 
the  pore  Intended,  him  performance. 
Tricycto,  269  Ktoum  high  Road.  NW6 
(0171-328 1000).  Opens  tonight  7pm 
Then  Mon-Sat  Qom;  mat  Sat  4pm. 

Untfl  April  19 

□  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  WIVES'  Peter 
Bowies  both  touching  and  come  bs 
MoEere'S  deluded  hero.  Eric  Sykes 
atceAmr  as  hto  Jfckre-Asgmd  servant 
Peter  Hafl  (Greets. 

PIcMdBy.  Oeranm  Street  W1  (0171- 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Goaft  Brown's  assotamentot 
tnms  (n  London  end  (where 
Mkatad  with  Bm  symbol « ) 
on  rataose  across  Ins  country 


*  WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE’S 

ROMEO  +  JUUET  (12):  Efteniescant 
contemporary  treatment  with  Leonardo 
DICaprio  and  Oajra  Danes  as  the  aar- 
cmsaBdlovere.  Director,  Bez  Lurhmann. 
ABC  Tottenham  Coot  Road  (0171- 
638 614Q)  BeiMoan  ©  (0171-638  6891) 
Claphro  Ptan  Horne  (0171-488 
3323)  NotBngHB  Coronet  ©{0171- 
727  6705)  Odeorts;  Kensington 
(0181-315  4214)  Marble  Arch  (0181- 
315  4216)  Striae  Cottage  (P161-31S 
4220)  Ptaze  ©  (0990  888000)  RRzy 
(0171-7372121)  ScreetUBahar  Street 
(0171-935  2772)  1X3  WNMeys© 
(0990888990)  VJrgbi  Chebaa  (0171  - 
353  5096)  Wrenar  (0171-437  4343) 

CURRENT 

♦  BRASSED  OFF  {!«):  Yorkshire 
coilary  band  lights  for  suvivaL  Sugary 
comedy  wflh  a  few  drops  of  vinegar. 

With  Pete  PoGttothwate.  Tare  Ffegerald. 
ABC  Pantan  Streak  (01 71 -930  0631) 
M=T  (01 71 -028  323?)  Rio  (01 71 -^4 
8677)  (Override  (0181-741  2255) 

•  THE  CRUCIBLE  (12):  Weighty 
version  d  Arthur  MAbTs  play  akxxn  )7tt>- 
centwy  witchcrafl.  with  Winona  Ryder. 
Daniel  Day-Lewis  and.  bast  of  al,  Paul 
SooSeJd.  Deector.  Ntohoiae  Hytner 


VENUE:  From  tonight  at 
the  Barbican  Cinema 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  3 

The  Cheltenham 
International  Jazz 
Festival  welcomes 
Courtney  Pine 

VENUE:  From  tonight  at 
venues  in  Cheltenham 


NEW  VIDEOS 


Mira  Nairas 
sensitive  saga  of  -Jf 
Cuban  immigrant?^ 
in  Miami ^ The  ;;; 

Perez  Family,  -.i* 

is  out  now 


MANCHESTER:  Paul  Godfrey's TTw 
CandMsto,  based  on  an  unfinished 
t»m«ly  by  FbuberC  otecOon  time  in 
laOwsmury  France,  wlh  Candidas 
mired  in  sex  scandals  and  conupOon. 
Sounds  promeing  Braham  Murray's 
cast  ridudee  Cofin  Plodder.  Jame 
Saxon,  tan  Peppreel.  Tffly  Tremahe. 


Market  P161 -633  8833).  Previews  begin 
tartght 7 30pm  OpensAprtB, 

7  30pm  Then  MorvSat,  7  JOpm;  mat 
SaL  2.30pm.  UnS  May  3. 

STOdCTOH:  David  Haatan  conducts 
the  Northern  SMonM  in  concsrtOB  by 
Vhnftfi.  Kremmer  end  VanhaL 
Stockton  Parish  Chtach  (0500 
59196G).  Tonight.  7A5pm  . 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Anthony  rfOtfaf  KM  Smsh:  Ora*  I 

Sawa&rd  (D171-499  4100) . .  .Chris 
Barites'  Geraldine  Gfcvan  (0171-839 
rest) . . .  Commercial'  Clement  Page 
(0171-247  9747) . . .  Def&na:  Eric 
Banbndge  (01 71-357  6600)  .. 

Festfmf  Haft  Bjmpan  4  (JK  (Oi  71-960 
4242.  Gallery  ^  Christine  Watson 
—  Women  at  Home  (0171-794  4943) 
Hay  ward.  Material  CUture:  The  Object 
ot  British  Art  ol  the  19805  and  1990s 
(0171-9283144)..  LlenreOyn 
Aliwinrirr  A  MBon  Brushsbokes 
(01 71^20 7322) ..  HathnM Dmtr« 
Mrimg  IU  (01 71  -928  2252)  .. .  Haw 
Academy:  jaoquafina  and  Sophia  flfcvf 
(0171-323  4700)  SattcU:  Fiona 

Rarr.  Gary  Hume  (0171-624  8299) 


3601734).  MorvSat.apm;  mats  Wed. 
3pm,  and  Sri.  5pm. 

□  SMOKEY  JOPS  CAFE'  SuUOod 
The  Songs  ot  letter  and  StoDer".  Hit 
Broadway  compfaDcn  show 
eeletorating  a  sucoessM  aongwifting 
team,  responsible  tor  Houndoog, 
JaBiousa  Rock  ana  Spanish  Hajem. 
Prtnca  ri  Walaa.  Cmientiy  Strea.  W  i 
(0171-8395987)  More  S^  Spirc  rretfs 
Thus  and  SaL  3pm. 

a  SUMMER  BEGINS:  The  Four 
Comers  Season  canttaias  with  Dowd 
EJdridge's  sharp  comedy  set  In 
Baridng,  E13.  el  the  end  of  the  football 
season.  Directed  by  Jonathrei  Lloyd. 
Doomr  Wmriiousa.  Eortom  SreeL 
WC2  (01 71-369 1732- Mon-Sri,  8pm; 
mat  SaL  4pm.  UnUApifi  5. 

LONG  RUNNERS 

S  Buddy  Strand  (0171-9308800). 

B  Catr  New  London  (01 7 1-40S 0072} 
B  Graaaa:  CanMdge  (9171-«94 
6060).  □AnlnspactarCaltar 
Garrick  (01 71  -494  5085) . . .  □  Jem 
Christ  Supatriar  Lyceum  (0171  -658 
1807) ...  B  Divert:  Priadtom  (01 71  - 
494  8020)  ..■The  Phantom  of  the 
Open:  Her  Majesty  b  (Of  n-484S400j 

□  Starflght  Exprasa'  Apollo  Vctorta 
(0171-416  6054).  .BSumat 
Boulevard  Mei&i  (0171-344  0055) 
B  The  Woman  In  Blade  Fortune 
(0171-8362238) 

Tckef  intormatian  supplied  by  Sodaty 
of  London  Theatre. 


Odaons:  Haymariat  (0181-315  4212) 
Kensington  (0181-315  4214)  Rttzy 
(0171-7372121)  Virgin  Chelsea 
(0171-352  5096) 

♦  THE  ENGLISH  PATIENT  (15):  Map- 
malong  Ralph  Fiennes  nmorJders  wSi 
passion  for  Kristin  Scott  ThontBa. 

Dai  Mean  ©(01 71 -638  6891)  Chalaoa 
(0)71-361  3742}  CfaphamWotiira 
Houm  (01 7M9B  3323)  Croon  Wcri 
End  (0171-389  1 722)  Odaons: 
Kanrington  (0161-3154214)  Marble 
Areh  (0181-315  4216)  Bwtoa  Coitaga 
(0181-315  4220)  Phoenix  (0181  -883 
2233)  Pinza  (0960-888  990)  Hanob 
(0171-8378402)  Richmond  (0181-332 
0Q30)  Rio  (0171-254  6677)  Rtay  (0171- 
7372121)  Scran  on  Bricar  Ob ari 
(01 71-035 277Z)  Screan  on  fho  Graan 
(0171-2263520)  (IC1  WhBriays  (0990- 
688  990)  Virgin  Fulhwn  Ftoad  (0171- 
370  2636)  Warnar  Waat  Bid  (0171- 
437 4343) 

♦  STAR  WARS  (U):  The  movie 
mflastarie  returns,  with  tour  extra 
minutes.  With  Mak  HamB  and  Harrison 
Ford:  director.  George  Luces. 

ABCk  Bakar  Sheri  (0171 -935  9772) 
Tottenham  Crum  Road  (0171-636 
6148)  OdaoOKKenringftDto  (0181-315 
4214)  Latoaatar  Squm  (0181-315 
-CIS)  Marbta  An*  (0I8F315  4219 
Swiss  Cottage  (0181-315  4220)  Ritzy 
(0171-737  2121)  OCI  WWtataya  © 
(0900  888S9CQ  Virgin  PuOMm  Rood 
(0171-3702836) 

TROJAN  HMME  (15):  Urban  scamp 
Stephen  Rea  struggles  to  toe  Ms  ewn 
man  Dro*  drama,  wfth  Ririard  Hants. 
Osector.  Giles  MacKwort 
Mabo  (0171-4370757) 


Jarmusch  runs  wild  in  the  West 


/  ■  *  •  •" 


■  DEAD  MAN 
PolyCmm,  IS,  1995 

STRIKING  if  languorous  existential 
western  from  Jim  Jarmusch,  with 
Johnny  Depp  as  an  innocent  at  large  in  - 
a  frontier  world  of  smail-town  grunge, 
vicious  hired  guns  and  philosophical- 
Indians.  Robby  Muller’s  dazzling 
bladi-and-white  photography  is  a  con¬ 
stant  delight;  and  if  boredom  creeps  up 
as  Depp'S  wanted  man  travels  to  his 
destiny  with  Gary  Farmers  lone 
Indian,  you  can.  only  admire 
Jarmusch's  tenacity  in  sticking  to  his 
stylistic  guns.  Expect  some  startling 
cameos  along  the  way,  including  one 
from  Robert  Mitchum.  Available  to 
rent 

■  THE  PEREZ  FAMILY 

Film  Four,  IS,  1996 
COLOURFUL  if  incoherent  saga 
about  lcrve,  hope,  and  longing  among 
Cuban  immigrants  in  Miami.  Immi¬ 
grants  such  as  Alfred  Molina,  a 
plantation  owner  freed  from  20  years 
in  jail,  and  Marisa  Toma's  Dottie,  life 
force  and  prostitute.  Indian  director 
Mira  Nair  shows  her  usual  sensitivity 
towards  cultural  outsiders;  she  also 
dithers  and  drags  her  heels,  shifting 
between  warm  comedy  and  hectic 
melodrama.  For  all  the  foot-tapping 
Cuban  music,  the  film  is  best  when  tt 
plays  pianissimo.  Available  to  rent. 

■  ATTACK! 

MGM/UA ,  PG,  1956 

NORMAN  BROOKS’S  all-male  play 
The  Fragile  Far,  about  an  American 
infantry  group  fighting  in  the  Battle  of 
the  Bulge,  provides  an  excellent  show¬ 
case  for  director  Robert  Aldrich's 
forceful  style.  High-pitched  perfor¬ 
mances  from  Jade  Palance  and  Eddie 
Albert  as  two  officers  at  loggerheads. 
The  American  War  Department  took  a 
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Wanted  men;  Gary  Farmer  (lefQ  and  Johnny  Depp  in  Jim  Jarmusch's  languorous  western.  Dead  Man 


dim  view  of  the  scripts  cynical  tone, 
and  declined  to  co-operate  with  the 
film-makers. 

■  THE  DAYOFTHE  TRDFHDS 
Second  Sight,  IS,  1962 
IN  1960  John  Wyndham’s  novel  The 
Midwich  Cuckoos  was  turned  into  a 
chilling  British  sci-fi  movie  called 
Village  of  the  Damned.  His  Triffid 
saga  was  not  so  lucky,  suffering  from  a 
fraught  production,  variable  acting. 


and  a  particularly  weak  ending.  Some 
sequences  carry  the  right  nightmare 
feeling,  as  when  Howard  Keel  finds 
everyone  else  in  London  blinded  by 
meteorites.  The  TtifBds  themselves 
(plants  turned  man-eaters)  are  worth 
an  indulgent  smile. 

■  SCANNERS 
Arrow,  18. 1981 

THOSE  awaiting  the  British  release  of 
Crush  may  like  to  while  away  the 


hours  with  this  earlier  shocker  from 
David  Cronenberg,  a  tale  of  a  battlefar 
mind  control,  starring  Jennifer  O’Neill 
and  Stephen  Lack.  Behind  the  spectac¬ 
ularly  gory  special  effects  lie  interest¬ 
ing  ideas  about  the  use  of  science  and 
the  state  machine,  though  the  film  does 
not  realise  them  properly.  The  Brood 
(1979),  a  far  less  digestible  Cronenberg 
movie,  is  also  available. 

Geoff  Brown 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDs:  Fluent  French  songs,  a  long-lived  Dane,  and  some  Irish  Victoriana 


Hilary  Finch 

■  REVERIES 
Mdodicsfran^alws 
McNair/Vignoles 
Phil  ips  446  656-2++  £  15:49 
THOSE  who  find  Sylvia 
McNairs  soprano  just  a  little 
too  soft-edged  in  Baroque  and 
Classical  repertoire  may  well 
warm  to  her  singing  in 
another  favoured  area:  that  of 
French  song.  This  sensitively 
programmed  recital  starts 
with  some  of  the  most  ten- 
goureuse  extase  in  the  busi¬ 
ness:  McNair  breathes  sen¬ 
suously  through  the  asson¬ 
ance  of  Paul  Verlaine's  vowels, 
making  each  of  Debussy's 
Arieffes  oubliees  more  a  sigh 
than  a  song.  Her  performance 
is  focused  by  the  sentient 
stage-management  of  Roger 
Vjgnoles,  whose  piano-play¬ 
ing  creates  a  thrilling  evoca¬ 
tion  of  circling  fairground 
horses  in  Chevauxde  bois. 

A  subtle  new  wash  of  colour 
enters  McNair’s  voice  for  De¬ 
bussy's  two  Aquarelles.  Green 


and  Spleen,  before  four  songs 
by  Bizet,  including  the  ooy 
dramatic  miniature  The  Lady¬ 
bird  and  the  fashionably  exot¬ 
ic  Arab  Hostess’s  Farewell. 
Messiaen’S  early  Trois  Melo¬ 
dies,  settings  of  two  of  his  own 
poems  and  one  by  his  mother, 
are  given  ar  welcome  airing, 
meeting  the  world-weaiy  lan¬ 
guor  of  Debussy  further 
downstream,  as  it  were. 

Smiling,  fluent  perfor¬ 
mances  of  three  of  Faurfe’s 
dreams  of  love,  and  a  selection 
of  Poulenc's  mordant  Banal - 
ites  and  Metamorphoses  com¬ 
plete  this  generous  recital. 


Barry  Millington 

■  J.P.E.  HARTMANN 
Symphonies  Nos  I  &  2 
Danish  National  RSO/ 
Dausgaard 

Dacapo  832-1042  £14.49  +++ 
THOUGH  self-taught  and 
only  a  part-time  professional 
composer  J.  P.  E.  Hartmann 
was  at  the  centre  of  Danish 
musical  life  tliroughout  the 


19th  century.  Not  only  did  he 
live  almost  the  entire  length  of 
the  century  —  his  impressive 
dates  are  1805-1900  —  but  he 
held  a  number  of  major  posts 
during  that  tone. 

He  was,  moreover,  some¬ 
thing  of  a  progressive,  in  that 
his  First  Symphony,  com¬ 
posed  in  1836,  had  few  native 
precedents,  while  the  Second, 
of  1848,  was  found  difficult  by 
its  first  audience.  That  seems 
strange  now.  as  both  works 
are  brimful  of  charming  melo¬ 
dy,  easy-going,  Schumann- 
esque  harmony  and 
imaginative  orchestration. 
This  welcome  introduction  to 
Danish  Romanticism  shows 
Hartmann’s  music  to  be  at¬ 
tractive  and  accessible  and 
well  worth  exploring.  The 
performances  are  excellent, 
the  recording  has  plenty  of 
bloom  and  the  booklet  annota¬ 
tion  is  admirable. 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Times  Music 
Shop  on  03454)23  498 


John  Higgins 


■  WALLACE 
Maritana 

CuUagh/ Lee/Oar ke/Caddy/ 
RXE  Concert  Orchestra/ 
O’Duinn 

Marco  Polo  (2  CDs)  £28.99 

++ 

THE  MELODIES  of  Mari¬ 
tana,  a  hit  on  its  Drury  Lane 
premiere  in  1845,  filled  Victori¬ 
an  drawing  rooms.  But  time 
has  not  treated  it  kindly,  and  it 
has  virtually  disappeared 
from  the  theatre.  Hard, 
though,  not  to  feel  affection  for 
once  familiar  numbers  such 
as  Yes!  Let  me  like  a  soldier 
fall  and  the  irresistibly  titled 
Sainted  Mother. 

The  plot  of  a  well-born  hero 
who  takes  an  “unknown" 
bride  just  before  his  execution 
is  pure  hokum,  even  if  that  old 
jackdaw  W.S.  Gilbert  did 
thieve  it  later  for  The  Yeomen 
of  the  Guard.  But  Vincent 
Wallace  could  write  very  sing¬ 
able  songs,  especially  ballads. 
Marco  Polo's  cast  is  pleas¬ 


ant,  if  short  on  polish.  Majefia 
Cullagh  is  Maritana.  the  wan¬ 
dering  Spanish  gypsy  who' 
claims  the  attention  of  all  the 
men  around.  Her  soprano  has  • 
an  even  middle  register,  but 
hardens  at  the  top.  Paul  •" 
Charles  Clarice  too  has  some 
sharp  tones  mingled  with 
robust  ones  as  the  arista  who 
prefers  to  fall  like  a  soldier 
before  a  firing  squad  rather., 
than  be  hanged  as  a  criminal. 
Lynda  Lee  offers  the  neatest 
performance  as  his  faithful 
companion,  who  makes  sure 
the  squad  uses  rubber  bullets. 
Fiona  Tosca  please  note. 

Jolly  accompaniment  from 
the  Irish  Radio  Ordiestra. 

*  Worth  hearing 
Worth  considering 
+++  Worth  buying 


CORRECTION 
A  transmission  error  resulted- 
in  a  mistake  in  a  review  (April 
1)  by  George  Pratt  Ton  ■ 
Koopman’s  recording  should 
have  been  described  as  “irre¬ 
pressibly  artful”.  We  apolo¬ 
gise  for  the  error. 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


THEATRES 


OOUBEUM0171 632  8300  (Ml) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Tort  7.30  MADAM  BUTTBVLY 
Tarw&OQ 


.  TO3*0tB8h 
ENTHHTAJNMBJTS 
7*01716806222 
M  fee  0171 481 9313 

ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171 W 
4000  (or  Ba  0#»  S  Stancfcy  Wo 
TOtftoataktfeQnitefeir 
Ibe  Royal  Opera 
Sal  760,  Tue  7  JO  SALOME 
The  Royal  Batitat 
Taft  Tumor  730 
LABAYADutS  - 
Men  7.30 

ANASTASIA _ 


SADISTS  WELLS  4  te 
PEACOCK  THEATRE 

E  314  8800 
Ezratort 
MANUAL* 

A  tioflng  vision  ot 
ere  man's  puney 
From  Toil  UntJ  19  Af*i 
TutiS-TftC  &  SB  a  Apt*. 
tt  Bom  &  9.15pm.  &n  I3at3 


To  advertise 
in 

entertainments 

Tel:  0171  680  6222 
Of  lax:  0171 481  9313  _ 

THEATRES 


|  ADELPHI 

ANDREW  U0YD  WEBBER'S 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Scantig 

PETUA  CLARK 
24HR  CREDIT  CABDBOONNGS 
CALL  344  0055  (big  fe<!) 

GRP  900KMG  413  3302  (t*g  fee) 
MibooWngfesforAde^rt 
Bra  Office  Callers 

Recoded  rkunaticn  01 71 379B884 
MorvSa  7.45 Mate  Dm  ASa3L0D 
MUST  BID  SAT 

AdMpH 

Lagmutary  Gitertajner 

JEREY  LEWIS 

DAMN  YANKEES 
A  tefcwa  noicrt...«itti  heart 
Rsd.  price  prew  tan  29  May 
Opens  4  Jim  0171 413 1777  p»«s 
no  Mg  fee)  Grps  0800 8149®, 
0171 3303M0  (no  tea 

ALBSIY  THEATRE  BO&ccOTTI 
3891 730  CC 344  4444, 312  5068  p*> 
fees)  Ops  4133321, 312  5QG&  436 
5SB&FWta8fmn]14Apd. 
Opens  17  Ami 

OARYWUHOT  ANN  CRUMB 

h 

THE  GOODBYE  GEL 

ANafMUsfca) 

BmAtyNeaSrmUuwbrMaw 
Hartsdi,  Lyrics  bf  Don  Bade 
Eiga  MoivH  Bpm.  Wad  Msi  3pm. 
SajsSjfljQpnt 


ALDWYCH  0171 4166007/4200000 ! 
|?4hrstabkGfae) 

Groups  01 7?  4156775 

MICHAEL  ALEC 

GAIBON  McCOWBi 


APOLLO  24rcc  01 71 404  5070  DRUHY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 

cc  0171 344  4444  (bfcgfea)  SSccfBkgM  24m7rtayg0171 494 

&PSOT7M945454  50BKW444V42000»Gfe64W 

BEN  ELTON'S  5454/413  3311/3128000 


POPCORN 

Mon-Sat  6.0Qpm 


CAMBRIDGE  484  5O0CW16 6000 
3444444/4200000(+  tAgtee) 
Groups 494  5454 
416  6075/413  3321/436  5688 


"A  Monster  MTO.ttrtr 
|  Mcn-Sa 7.30pm. Vted& Saint 3pm 
SHANE  IBCME  RETURNS  AS 
DANNY  HWM  MONDAY 
FOR  A  UMfTH)  SEASON 

fireASENowacGwroiMe; 

COMEDY  THEATRE 
01713661731/01713444444 
“ASTOUNDING  OfnGSWUrr* 


"Unfor0eSzblo"M0iOnSun 

Orth  Hnnin,.  L. 

nw  morrow  n 

•BffiDT* 

"Bttraoniimy"  Gdn 
“eOHRALLIHG^SW 
“SWnglrALrs’Fr 
Hn»  Out  awes'  Choka 
UstfeDnam 
Manual  8pm,  ttu  mat  3pm, 
Sat  mat  Spm 

Um/tad  number  ol  Mats 
walablB  b!  E9J0  on  ttai  day. 

LAST  TWO  WEEKS 

CHmEMOH  366  J737W44444 
BEST  COMEDY 
LaurenoeOlwf/taBrt  Namlnea 


'i 

.  -  v  j  - 

7132$100a 


***0Vbt 

8TB*HBICHUnOflETT 

Oreaedby 
RICHARD  WILSON 
FW.  PftM  ftevj  boniSApr 
Opens  14 /prial  7.00pm 
Ews73aYtedB,Salmat&3 

APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  0171 416 
60S5oc34tn0lT1 344 44440)71 
4300000 Grp9  418  6075/413 3321 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  APRIL  3  1997 

M  THEATRE  1 

Oscar  WUde’s 
cutting  edge  is 
blunted  in  the 
formulaic 
melodrama  Lady 
Windermere's  Fan 


Os 


37 


■  THEATRE  2 

. . .  while  Bernard 
Levin  says  never 
mind  die  dreary 
psychobabble, 
listen  to  the  music 
in  Lady  in  the  Dark 


THE* 


(TIMES 


ARTS 


■  TELEVISION 

Alternative 
comedian,  actor, 
screenwriter, 
producer— will 
the  real  Kitty 
Aldridge  stand  up? 


■  TOMORROW 

Meet  the  pop  trio 
Supergrass,  the 
band  who  turned 
down  the  chance  to 
star  in  their  own 
television  series 


...  |ij! 
_ V 

.csei'ii 


Past  and 
present 
imperfect 


DONALD  COOPER 


T(j;7 


’V} 


"  j'cvv.; 


>  'Cior;am 


he  Woman  with  a  Past  was 
a  figure  who  obsessed 
those  who  sat  in  the  stalls 
of  the  Haymarket  and 
London's  other  fashionable  the¬ 
atres  a  century  ago.  She  often  tried 
to-  live  down  her  sexual  indiscre¬ 
tions,  but  they  always  caught  up 
with  her,  variously  reducing  her  to 
beggary,  forcing  her  to  commit 
suicide,  or  dispatching  her  to  a  life 
of  repentant  ennui  in  the  humdrum 
suburbs.  Shaw  came  up  with  his 
own  gloss  on  the  genre  in  Mrs 
Warren's  Profession,  which 
Warned  a  pernicious  society. 

Oscar  Wilde’s  Lady  Winder • 
•■■-.■^mere’s  Fan  is  nowhere  near  as 
^'subversive  a  piece  as  that.  At  root,  it 
&as  conventionally  minded  as  the 
best-known  of  all  plays  on  the 
theme.  Pinero’s  Second  Mrs 
Tanqueray.  That  lady,  despairing 
of  achieving  respectability  in  dull, 
prejudiced  England,  ended  up  leap¬ 
ing  to  her  death  from  an  upper 
floor.  Wilde’s  Mrs  Erlynne  is 
converted  tom  being  a  blackmail¬ 
er  by  a  belated  rush  of  maternal 
feeling  for  the  child  she  years  ago 
abandoned  for  her  lover,  and 
makes  a  demure  exit  back  to  the 
tolerant  Continent. 

How  could  the  late  Victorians 
have  regarded  London  society  with 
so.  much  reverence,  or  pondered 
‘-f  sexual  sin  with  such  morbid  hor- 
nor?  How  cou/d  Wilde,  of  ail  people, 
have  pandered  to  their  tastes?  True, 
his  play  mounts  a  mild  attack  on 
the  moral  absolutism  of  Lady 
Windermere,  who  doesn't  realise 
that  Mrs  Erlynne  is  the  “dead" 
mother  before  whose  picture  she 
prays  every  day.  She  eventually 
learns  to  moderate  her.  puritan 
view  that  people  can  be  divided  into 
good  and  bad,  “as  if  they  were,  two 
separate  races  or  creations".  But  a 
’  programme  note  drawing  attention 
to  the  current  fuss  about  sleaze  in 
r  high  places  cannot  convince  me 
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Lady  Windermere’s  Fan 
Haymarket 


that  this  is  an  up-to-date  piece,  or 
anything  but  a  formulaic  melodra¬ 
ma  lacking  edge  and  depth. 

I  mean,  listen  to  the  lines.  “I  feel 
stained,  ullerly  stained.  Every  kiss 
you  have  given  me  is  tainted  in  my 
memory" ...  “1  gave  him  all  my 
[ife.  He  rook  it  used  it,  spoiled 
it" . . .  “This  is,the  last  time  I  shall 
ever  look  on  you.  For  one  moment 
our  lives  met.  our  souls  touched. 
They  must  never  meet  or  touch 
again" ...  “I  cannot  trust  you.  you 
whose  whole  life  is  a  lie."  Maybe 
Wilde  sniggered  into  his  absinthe 
as  he  penned  this  florid  nonsense, 
but  he  was  too  much  in  love  with 
the  prospect  of  West  End  success  to 
scratch  it  out. 

Whaf5  left  are  a  few  sharp 
epigrams  and,  in  the  production 
Bra  ham  Murray  has  brought  from 
Manchester's  Royal  Exchange, 
some  nice,  u  ns  tilted  performances. 
Rebecca  Johnson  brings  a  saving 
sweetness  to  the  priggish  Lady  W, 
Richard  Hansel]  a  similarly  salu¬ 
tary  boyishness  to  her  dreadfully 
decent  husband.  Gabrielle  Drake  a 
svelte  charm  to  Mrs  Erlynne.  and 
Simon  Robson  an  odd,  unsettling 
intensity  to  the  initially  interesting 
but  finally  sentimental  cad.  Lord 
Darlington.  The  last  of  these  is  the 
chap  who  says  he  can  resist 
everything  except  temptation,  and 
defines  a  cynic  as  someone  who 
knows  the  price  cf  everything  and 
the  value  of  nothing.  But  does  the 
occasional  witticism  justify  the  ride 
as  a  whole?  Not  for  me. 

BENEDICT 

-  Nightingale 


Several  witticisms  short  of  a  great  play:  Rebecca  Johnson  (Lady  Windermere)  dutches  that 

i  the  Victorians'  favourite  dramatic  theme,  the  woman  with  a  pa 


famous  fan  in  Wilde’s  take  on 


past 


You  analyse;  I’d 
rather  just  listen 

SECOND  OPINION:  Bernard  Levin  on 
the  shrink-wrapping  of  Lady  in  the  Dark 


t  Such 
ideas  have 
died  away, 
but  music 
will  never 
die  9 


There  are,  you  would  agree, 
an  enormous  number  of 
plays  (good  or  bad)  going 
around,  and  an  astonishing  num¬ 
ber  of  them  are  musicals.  Is  this  a 
good  thing,  this  plethora  of  musi¬ 
cals?  1  am  not  sure.  But  I  do  know 
that  yet  another  musical  has  just  hit 
the  boards.  It  comes  from  America, 
its  origins  are  from  1941,  and 
famous  names  made  it  —  Ira 
Gershwin  for  the  lyrics.  Moss  Han 
for  the  play,  Kurt  Weill  for  the 
music.  I  am  slightly  surprised  that 
it  has  only  now  come  across  the 
water.  Anyway,  I  saw 
and  heard  it  at  the 
National  Theatre.  It  is 
called  Lady  in  the 
Dark. 

I  opened  the  substan¬ 
tial  and  attractive  pro¬ 
gramme  and  my  hair 
stood  on  end  so  tar  thar 
the  people  in  front  of 
me  complained  they 
couldn't  see  the  stage. 

For  what  had  1  seen? 

Two  pages  of  monu¬ 
mental  bilge  about 
Sigmund  Freud,  from 
Anthony  Clare,  Professor  of  Psychi¬ 
atry,  who  should  know  better. 

Why  do  they  do  it?  For  do  it  they 
do,  again  and  again.  You  don't 
believe  me?  Then  rum  another 
page  of  the  programme  and  you 
will  find  Professor  Bruce  D. 

McClung,  PhD.  who  burbles  about 
Moss  Hart's  psychoanalyst.  Dr 
Lawrence  S.  Kubie,  who  gave  him 
the  therapeutic  directive  to  finish 
. . .  using  Kubie 's  primer  Practical 
Aspects  of  Psychoanalysis  for  his 
guide.  (And  a  Godawful  guide  he 
would  be.) 

Why  do  they  do  it?  For  there  is 
another  full  page  of  drivel  before 
we  can  come  to  the  music  (and, 
incidentally,  has  nobody  noticed 
that  Freud  was  blown  up  into  tiny 
pieces  almost  a  dozen  years  ago?) 

Faugh!  Hark  to  the  music.  For  a 
great  deal  of  it  is  fascinating,  and  a 
good  deal  is  beautiful.  Those  days 
before  the  war  poured  out  seas  of 
wonderful  music — Lady  Be  Good; 

Oh,  Kay;  Strike  Up  the  Band;  O/-  "  .for  Freud  . 


Thee  1  Sing  and.  of  course.  Porgy 
and  Bess.  The  lyrics  were  Ira 
Gershwin's.  Ami  Moss  Hart's 
plays  —  You  Can't  Take  It  With 
You ,  77jc  Man  Who  Came  to 
Dinner.  Once  in  a  Lifetime.  They 
don’t  come  like  that  now.  And  if 
they  did.  ii  would  be  Miss  Saigon 
and  The  Phantom  of  the  Opera. 
over  and  over  again. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  an  interest¬ 
ing  theme  running  through  Lady  in 
the  Dark.  It  hinges  on  a  woman 
who.  throughout  the  play,  is  unable 
to  make  up  her  mind.  To  this  end 
_  she  goes  into  psycho¬ 
analysis  (the  more  sad 
she).  Almost  all  of  the 
men  in  her  life  are 
hardly  less  wandering 
in  their  minds  than  the 
heroine.  (Groans  are 
allowed  when  the  fre¬ 
quently  repealed  scene 
of  the  pseudo- Freud 
comes  up  yet  again.) 

But  I  am  falling  into 
my  own  trap.  Forget  the 
professors  and  the 
______  pseudos,  and  listen  to 

the  music.  In  rhe  play, 
the  heroine  is  Liza  Elliot,  and  she  is 
played  —  superbly  —  by  the  real 
Maria  Friedman.  But  we  must  now 
put  away  anything  that  does  nor 
exist  in  real  fife,  because  the  music 
of  this  strange,  fascinating  work 
gives  us  ar  least  a  dozen  beautiful 
pieces;  some  delicate,  some  robust, 
and  there  is  plenty  of  genuine 
laughter  to  go  with  it  all. 

People  will  say  that  the  play  is 
something  of  a  jumble,  and  indeed 
it  is.  When  the  play  originally 
opened,  people  like  Gershwin. 
Harr  and  Weill  got  hold  of  the  idea 
of  a  world  in  which  the  psychia¬ 
trist's  couch  looms  more  powerfully 
than  the  nookie  couch.  Such  ideas 
have  died  away,  but  music  will 
never  die,  and  you  might  say  that 
music  could  never  die. 

So  go  to  Lady  in  the  Dark  with  a 
high  heart.  You  will  be  among 
great  numbers  who  will  enjoy  it 
enormously,  and  very  many  will 
come  back  to  see  it  again.  And  as 


TELEVISION:  Ros  Drinkwater  meets  the  multi-talented  Kitty  Aldridge 


Not  all  frocks  and  politics 


T: 


Ihis  week  Kitty  Aldridge 
makes  her  first  tele- 

_  vision  appearance  in 

three  years  in  the  BBC  adapta¬ 
tion  of  Minelle  Walters’s 
thriller.  The  Ice  House.  What 
terppted  her  after  so  long?  "I’m 
not  a  big  fan  of  thrillers,"  she 
confesses,  “but  how  often  do 
you  find  a  script  featuring 
women  in  such  prominent 
roles?  Ar  the  core  what  you 
have  is  three  very  real,  three- 
dimensional  women." 

Aldridge  is  a  one-off.  The 
face  isn’t  conventionally  pret- 
tyrThe  stick^hin  figure  is  all 
angles,  and  although  no  one 
does  drop-dead-chic  better 

when  the  occasion  demands, 
her  everyday  wardrobe  is  best 
described  as  elegant  ragbag. 

Few  could  have  survived  the 
stop-start  element  that  has 
dogged  her  career.  Aldridge 
began  as  half  of  a  stand-up 
L  dy  duo  with  her  best 
Esther  Freud,  and 


Stop-start  writer,  producer  and  actor  Kitty  Aldridge 


seemed  destined  for  fame  as 
an  alternative  comedian  until 
the  movie  world  beckoned. 
Then,  as  her  film  career 
seemed  set  to  soar,  she  turned 
down  a  rote  for  Michael 
Cimino  and  launched  herself 
as  a  screenwriter  and  produc¬ 


er  in  partnership  with  her  first 
husband,  the  South  African 
director  Neal  Sundstrom. 

“I  was  attracted  to  the 
potential  for  politics.  It  seemed 
as  though  actors  had  the  best 
of  all  worlds;  when  you  went 
fa  work  you  dealt  with  impor- 
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LONDON 

Caveat  Carden 

June  6-7  ,  .  . 

•  MAKE  a  weekend  of  it  chimig 
the  final  two  days  of  the  BOC 
Covent  Garden  Festival,  by  stay- 
log  at  a  top  London  hotel  and 
catching  two  of  the  festival  5 
Headline  shows.  Theatre  Club 
members  will  stay  at  the  four- 
jsJar  Radisson  Edwardian  Kenil¬ 
worth  Hotel,  right  in  the  West 
Eat  where,  besides  two  m&ts’ 
het^aad -breakfast  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  a  twin  or  double  nx»n. 
day  will  be  provided  wtih  a  VIP 
wefcome  padc  con  raining  a  foil 
festival  programme,  a  what's 
■Qiv  guide  id  London,  walking 
tour  map  and  discount  dining 
vouchers  valid  at  any  Radisson 
Edwardian  Hotel. 

. :  ’On  "  the  Friday  evening 
$JQprn).  A*  Ait"  Theatre  is  the 
venue  for  San  Francisco'S  fong- 
e«' running  revue.  Beach  Blan- 
k&Baiplon.  famous  for  us  great 
music,  hilarious  charac¬ 
terisation  of  the  famous  and 
infamous  —  and  the  most  extra- 
ordia®ytaxs  and  wigs  ever  seen 


—Oi -Saturday  we  haw  ar- 
ran^freeentry  for  members  to 
fife-  Theatre  Museum,  before 
djpnerjat  the  Ad  Lib  restaurant 

i  Wkf  great  seats  at  a  performance 

j-Of -Gilbert  and  Sullivan'S  The 

‘  Qoiu^fipni-  in-  the  magnificent 
snrirjBndiflEs  of  Freemason's 
rW-lfeweteMl  costs  EHNper 
Bfista;  Td  book,  telephone 


Centre  Stage  on  0800  335588. 

quoting  your  membership 

number 

Young  Vie 

April  19.212b 

•  SAVE  E4  on  top-price  tickets 
(normally  E14)  for  a  radical  and 
very  physical  interpretation  of 
Orwell'S  political  allegory.  Ani- 

mal  Farm.  Tel  0171-928  6363 

Peacock  Theatre 

April  34. 13  ,  .  ... 

•  FOUNDING  mck  music  fills 
the  theatre  as  a  cascade  of  video 
and  photographic  images  inter¬ 
act  with  Daniel  EzraJowls  one- 
man  tour  de  force,  Mandala. 
Two  top-priced  tickets  for  the 
price  of  one  (normally  E20  to 
£2150)-  Tel  0171-314  8K)0 
Pleasant?  Theatre 

•TICKETS  £7 JO  (normally  EIO) 
far  Oblomov.  Goncharov's 

ridily  comedic  tale  of  two  perma¬ 
nent  underachievers  that  jw 
such  a  hit  at  last  year’s  Edin¬ 
burgh  Estival-  Tel  0171-609  1800 

Theatre  Teduus 

April  Z-13  .  , 

•  IN  A  smoky  bar  in  Budapest. 
Rudi  Stress—  songwnter,  comic 
and  doubtful  piano-player  -  is 
about  to  give  the  performance  of 


THE^fiS&aTIMES 

‘OHEnE 

THEATRE 


his  life  after  returning  from  the 
dead.  This  is  Gloomy  Sunday, 
and  members  can  buy  two 
Tickets  (normally  £7iU  -  BL50J 
for  the  price  of  one.  Tel  0171-317 
6617 

BRIGHTON 
Theatre  Royal 
April  15-lb.  7.45pm 

•  TOP-PRICED  rickets  EI0J50 
(normally  I1JLS0#  for  Ned 
Sherrill's  revival  of  the  enchant¬ 
ing  musical  Salad  Days,  now  on 
tour  after  its  successful  run  in  the 
West  End.  Tel  01273  32S48S 

IPSWICH 

Wolsey  Theatre 

April  li.  15  (7.45pm);  April  12 

(4pm) 

•  SAVE  E2  on  tickets  (normally 
£8  to  EI25D)  for  Tom  Stoppard's 
time-travelling  classic.  Arcadia. 
set  in  both  IS0°  and  the  IWGs. 
Tel  01473  253725 


m  ,nlN  ^  Theatre  Club  either  send  a  cheque  for  0230.  made 
TO  JSI  m  Thp  Theatre  Club,  together  with  your  name,  address  and 
f»yaJte  ^h^oThe TheSw  Cub.  P.O,  Box  2IH  Colchester 
iriephone  225145  using  your  credit  card.  Please 

inquiries  call  0l7b3SP  9673  _ 


cant,  political  issues  concerned 
with  making  the  world  a 
better  place  —  and  you  got  to 
wear  lots  of  frocks." 

In  the  event,  her  success 
took  the  shape  of  a  series  of 
power-dressed,  briefcase-car¬ 
rying  women  with  whom  she 
had  little  in  common.  “1  spent 
a  lot  of  time  standing  around 
sets  with  too  much  make-up 
on,  thinking  what  am  I  doing? 
That's  partly  why  I  stopped 
and  tried  to  write  and  produce 
a  film." 

After  two  years  the  first  film 
had  failed  to  get  distribution, 
the  second  collapsed,  the  mar¬ 
riage  ended  and  Aldridge 
returned  to  the  small  screen  in 
the  BBC's  award-winning  To 
Ploy  the  King,  only  to  have  her 
success  overshadowed  by  tab¬ 
loid  revelations  of  the  new 
man  in  her  life,  pop  icon  Mark 
Knopfler  (they  were  married 
in  Barbados  in  February)- 
Once  again  she  put  her  acting 
career  on  hold  and  look  refuge 
in  writing. 

With  The  Ice  House  com¬ 
pleted  Aldridge  is  writing 
three  scripts.  Each  deals  with 
modern  issues,  none  has  a  role 
for  herself.  “There's  always  the 
danger  you  write  things  in 
because  you  know  you  can  do 
them  —  you  know,  that  thing 
you  do  so  well  with  a  spoon  — 
but  it's  far  more  liberating  to 
create  fictional  characters.” 

Last  year  Aldridge's 
career  took  a  knock 
from  a  different  direc¬ 
tion  when  Sharon  Hamper, 
her  agent  since  drama  school, 
retired  in  a  doud  of  controver¬ 
sy  over  the  agency’s  finances. 
“When  rhe  agency  dosed  I 
thought  it  might  be  a  good 
rime  to  stop  acting  altogether. 
I  think  the  calling  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  one.  It’s  a  generous 
thing  to  do  and  when  it's  done 
well  it's  a  thundering  gift  to 
the  world,  but  it's  the  shenani¬ 
gans  that  go  with  it  that  I  find 
excruciating." 

Could  success  as  a  writer  tip 
ihe  scales?  "An  actress  once 
said  to  me  'I  just  grew  our  of  if, 
but  I  don’t  know  whether  III 
ever  be  that  mature.  When  I’m 
writing  I  feel  less  of  a  twerp, 
but  there  will  always  be  a  part 
of  me  that  wants  to  rush 
across  the  arena  with  a  big  hat 
and  a  feather  in  it." 

•The  la-  House  is  on  BBC  I  ar 
9pm  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
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Indefatigable  prophet 

of  a  scientific  age 


Stephen  Jay 
Gould  admires 
the  genius  who 
brought  science 
to  the  masses 


Most  of  his  seven  sib¬ 
lings  died  in  mad¬ 
ness,  poverty,  alco¬ 
holism.  or  the  dis¬ 
grace  of  scandal  and  exile.  His 
father  taught  mathematics  to  the 
future  Cardinal  Newman,  but  the 
school  then  foiled,  and  the  elder 
Huxley  took  his  family  to  Coventry 
and  a  life  of  poverty,  however 
middle-dass  in  status.  Such  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  nature  and  nurture 
might  not  have  predisposed 
T.  H.  Huxley  for  his  actual  career 
of  genius  and  accomplishment,  but 
such  preeminent  achievement  can 
arise  from  any  sodal  condition  or 
family  background  Hardly  any¬ 
thing  seems  less  predictable 'than 
the  course  of  an  individual's  life 
from  therimimstances  of  his  birth. 

Nonetheless,  the  times  also  call 
forth  the  man.  though  we  can  never 
teU  which  roan  will  sense  the  ring. 
Thus,  evolutionary  theory  would 
have  triumphed  during  the  19th 
century  if  Darwin  had  never  been 


HUXLEY 

Evolution’s  High  Priest 
By  Adrian  Desmond 
Michael  Joseph.  £20 
ISBN  0718) 38821 


bom  —  but  under  what  different 
circumstances  and  with  what  diver¬ 
gent  results?  Similarly,  die  great 
social  transformation  of  Late  19th- 
century  British  intellectual  life  — 
the  decline  of  an  Oxbridge  Angli¬ 
can  aristocracy  that  shunned  the 
“vulgarities"  of  science,  and  the  rise 
of  scientific  professionalism  from  a 
middle  class  abetted  by  dissent  and 
industrialisation  —  would  have 
occurred  even  without  Huxley.  But 
modernity  would  have  experienced 
a  much  different  and  Ear  less 
interesting  birth  without  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  T.  H.  Huxley  as  such  a 
brilliant,  effective,  and"  indefatiga¬ 
ble  midwife. 

1  have  a  particular  reason  for 
beginning  ray  .review  with  this 
commentary  on  Marx’s  •  famous 
observation  that  "men  make  their 
own  history,  but  they  do  not  make 
it  just  as  they-  please."  , Among 
historians  of  19th-century  British 
science,  Adrian  Desmond  reigns  as 
the  current  master  of  studies  in 
sodal  context  as  a  necessary  matrix 
of  all  intellectual  innovation. 

He  wrote  a  brilliant  book,  77ie 
Polities  of  Evolution,  to  situate  this 
subject  in  its  previously  unexam¬ 
ined  context  of  extensive  utilisation 
by  agitators  and  reformers,  whose 
means  of  expression  (broadsides, 
ephemeral  pamphlets  etc.)  so  rarely 
get  preserved  in  scholarly  libraries 
{and  whose  influence  can  therefore 
become  invisible  to  later  genera¬ 
tions).  With  James  Moore,  he  then 
wrote  a  wonderful  biography  of 
Charles  Darwin,  again  focusing  on 
the  sodal  and  political  conditions  of 
Victorian  life  that  made  such  an 
achievement  possible  for  a  man 
with  great  sodal  advantages  of 
wealth  and  class,  but  with  so  little 
apparent  intellectual  promise  in  his 
schoolboy  years. 

In  completing  his  two  volume 
biography  of  T.  H.  Huxley  (volume 
one.  Huxley:  The  Devil's  Disciple 
appeared  in  1994),  Desmond  has 


*•  •* % 


Contemporary  caricature  of  Huxley  on  London’s  School  Board:  he  made  science  part  of  the  curriculum 


beautifully  consummated  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  his  unique  skills  with  their 
ideal  subject.  Has  anyone  ever-been 
both  more  right  for  a  context  and 
more  constructed  by  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  —  the  central  dialectic  of  great¬ 
ness,  after  all  —  than  T.  H.  Huxley 
(Churchill  and  Lincoln  come  to 
mind,  but  their  defining  moments 
were  shorter)?  No  one  could  speak, 
argue,  reason,  badger  or  persuade 
like  Huxley.  No  one  could  match 
his  maniacal  commitment  and  his 
steely  conviction.  No  religious  fer¬ 
vour  ever  exceeded  the  secular  zeal 
of  this  man  who  invented  the  word 
“agnostic"  for  his  own  convictions. 

He  smote  Wilberforce  on  evolu¬ 
tion,  Owen  on  the  hippocampus, 
Gladstone  on  the  liteiality  of  Gene¬ 
sis;  he  constructed  sdence  as  a 
profession  available  to  educated 
people  of  all  classes  by  chairing 
dozens  of  government  committees 
on  educational  reform  and  allied 
subjects,  serving  as  president  of 
nearly  all  major  scientific  societies, 
and  writing  scores  of  essays  in  a 
prose  style  equal  to  that  of  the  best 
Victorian  novelists.  He  also  enjoyed 
a  singularly  happy  marriage  and. 
following  the  tragic  death  of  a 
beloved  son,  raised  his  seven  other 
children  to  happy  and  productive 
lives,  mostly  in  the  arts. 

But,  ironically,  Huxley’s  passion¬ 
ate  engagement  in  his  social  context 


brought  both  enduring  influence 
for  lus  successful  causes  and  nela? 
tive  edipse  for  his  persona.  The 
concept  of  celebrity  must  always 
face  ■flns'paxadox.  A  person  with  a 
great  idea  (who  can  attach  his 
name  thereto  by  a  memorable  act 
or  document)  lives  forever,  both  in 
myth  and  biography — the  just  fate 
of  Darwin.  A  person  who  shep¬ 
herds  every  major  reform  through 
governmental  committee,  and  who 
slays  every  source  of  reaction  in 
brilliant  but  ephemeral  debate, 
may  influence  (and  ameliorate) 
millions  of  lives  for  countless 
generations  to  come,  but  may  fade 
to  relative  anonymity  when  his 
contemporaries  die  and  no  one 
remembers  his  guiding  light — the 
unfair  fate  of  Huxley. 


No  one  has  understood 
the  relative  "scaling"  of 
fame  across  generations 
better  than  Umberto 
Eco,  whose  medieval  Shertockian 
sleuth.  William  of  Baskerville. 
solves  the  crime  in  Vie  Name  of  the 
Rax  because  only  he  (and  the 
criminal)  understand  that  an  ap¬ 
parently  small  thing  (the  only 
surviving  copy  of  a  book  by 
Aristotle)  can  «  crucial  on  a  scale 
of  centuries,  while  immediately 
overwhelming  issues  (the  schism  of 
the  papacy  between  Rome  and 


Avignon)  win  not  even  be  remem¬ 
bered  in  generations  to  come:  ^ 
Caught  iti  this  bias,  wewrite  our 
biographies  about  the  Darwins 
who  endure  for  ages,  and  neglect 
tiie  Huxleys  who  also  forged  our 
history,  but  whose  personal  light 
could  not  continue  to  bum  as 
brightly  as  their  influence.  How 
else  cam  we  explain  the  skewed 
history  of  scholarship  that  has 
erected  (with  eminent  justice;  a 
"Darwin. industry"  capped  by  a 
dozen  fine  biographies,  each  differ¬ 
ent  and  each  full  of  insight,  but  had 
produced  not  a  single  major  mod¬ 
em  biography  of  T.H.  Huxley 
before  Desmond’s  work?  And  how 
can  we  possibly  understand  the 
absence  of  a  biography  for  either  of 
the  two  most  invisible  yet  essential 
players  in  the  great  Victorian 
drama  of  evolution:  the  brilliant 
and  individualistic,  if  conventional¬ 
ly  supportive  wives,  Henrietta 
Huxley  and  Emma  Darwin.  The  ! 
records  and  documents  exist  in  j 
abundance.  We  will  never  under-  I 
stand  this  cardinal  event  in  human  i 
history,  this  sweetest  victory  of  1 
human  knowledge,  until  we  spread 
the  net  of  biography  across  all 
legitimate  scales  of  influence. 

Stephen  Jay  Gould's 
Millennium  will  be  published  by 
Cape  in  the  autumn. 


youcm&so 


Taken  for  a 
ride  on 
Ellington’s 
terms 


Michael  Hofmann  enjoys  a  rattling  good  anthology 

Delightful  satchel 
stuffed  with  treats 


In  1985.  Seamus  Heaney  and 
Ted  Hughes  edited  their  first 
anthology  together.  The  Rat’ 
tie  Bag.  It  was  an  inspired  and 
unlikely  mixture  of  old  favourites, 
translations,  pieces  from  die  ver¬ 
nacular  and  the  exotic.  The  order 
was  any  old  how,  there  was  no 
apparatus  to  speak  of,  and  if  you 
were  looking  for  an  anthology  to 
enthuse  beginners  or  non-readers, 
this  was  the  one. 

The  School  Bag  is  evm  better.  It 
may  sound  more  designing  and 
thus  less  attractive  —  you  hare  a 
sinking  feeling  you  know  what’s 
in  a  school  bag:  in  a  rattle  bag  you 
have  no  idea — but  don’t  be  misled 
by  that  The  new  book  is  just  as 
delightfol,  but  it  also  shoulders  its 
responsibilities:  I  know  of  no 
better  one-volume  account  of  poet¬ 
ry  in  English. 

What  makes  Heaney  and 
Hughes  such  compelling  antholo¬ 
gists  is  firstly  the  fact  that  they 
have  no  peers  as  poets;  both  are 
writing  at  their  absolute  peak  (see 
Heaney’s  The  Spirit  Level  and  the 
poems  at  the  end  of  Hughes’s 
Selected ):  both  have  written  exten¬ 
sively  about  poetry.  Heaney  in 
essays  and  lectures,  Hughes ’in  his 
books  on  Shakespeare,  Eliot  and 
Coleridge;  both  are  branching  out 
into  translation  {Heaney  of  Beo¬ 
wulf,  Hughes  of  CMd):  their 
combined  authority  is  thus  — 
perhaps  surprisingly  —  much 
greater  than  it  was  even  a  dozen 
years  ago. 

Then  there  is  the  way  they 
complement  one  another — “when 
one  man  casts,  the  other  gathers" 
as  Heaney  wrote  in  a  poem  to 
Hughes  about  fishing  'together  — 
the  Irishman  and  the  Yorkshire- 
man,  matching  each  other  old  for 
old  and  new  for  new,  Heaney,  I 
would  say,  always  heading  for  the 
centre.  Hughes  for  the  margins. 
The  School  Bag  lives  —  and  so 
many  anthologies  are  dead — as  a 
vibrant  argument  between  two 
superb  equals. 

Most  anthologies  strangle 
themselves  by  their  own  bootlaces. 
Qrfming  themselves  by  their  ex¬ 
clusions,  they  become  essentially 
defensive,  negative  books,  and  are 
read  in  a  negative  spirit;  who's  not 
in  this,  who’s  under-represented, 
who's  over-represented.  You  can’t 
read  The  School  Bag  in  this  way. 
It  seems  to  be  bursting  at  the 
seams:  not  only  poetry  in  English, 
but  also  in  (or  from)  Old  English, 


THE  SCHOOL  BAG 
Edited  by 
Seamus  Heaney 
and  Ted  Hughes 

Faber,  £12.99 
ISBN  0571 177514 


Old  Scots,  Irish.  Welsh.  Over  SO 
pieces  are  by  Anonymous.  And  yet 
at  the  other  end,  there  are  living 
poets  —  and  these,  by  wonderful 
editorial  grace,  are  not  the  usual 
suspects,  Ashbery  or  Walcott  or 
Gunn  or  Rich,  but  often  older 
poets  of  lesser  prominence,  Judith 
Wright.  Allen  Curnow,  Kathleen 
Raine.  Stanley  Kunhz. 

What  makes  the  book,  though, 
is  having  each  poet  represented  by 
one  poem  or  extract  This  has  the 
effect  straightaway,  of  cutting  out 
all  the  usual  fossy  disputes.  In¬ 
stead  of  grousing  about  who’s  in, 
who's  out,  and  reading  the  book 
with  a  pair  of  callipers,  one  has  to 
marvel  at  whar  it  has  accommo¬ 
dated.  Here  are,  first  of  all.  the  un- 
get-roundable  lyric  masterpieces 
of  English  poetry,  Wyatt’s  They 
flee  from  me  and  Drayton’s  Since 
there's  no  help:  here  are  Donne's 
Valediction  and  Henry  King's 
Exequyr,  Shelley's  Ode'to  the  West 
Wind  and  Keats's  La  Belle  Dame 
Sans  Mem:  Arnold's  Dover 
Beach  and  Dylan  Thomas’s  Fern 
HiU. 

Then  there  is  a  group  of  longer 
poems  whose  length  would  not 
normally  permit  them  to  appear 
in  a  book  of  this  size.  Yet  here  they 

CHRB  HARRIS 


are:  the  whole  of  Coleridge’s 
Ancient  Mariner,  of  Milton's 
Lyddas.  of  the  Pardoner’s  Tale 
from  The  Canterbury  Tales,  the 
first  Canto  of  Ezra  POund.  And 
where  things  are  excerpted,  it  is 
done  with  wonderful  generosity: 
seven  pages  of  Sir  Gamin  and 
the  Green  Knight  (in  a  boisterous 
translation  by  Hughes);  seven 
pages  from  Golding's  Ovid;  long 
excerpts  from  King  Lear  and 
Doctor  Faustusi  20  pages  from 
Whitman’s  -Song  of  Myself  12 
each  of  In  Memoriam  and  The 
Ballad  of  Reading  Gaol. 


All  this  is  brilliant  making 
room,  one  would  have  to 
say.  But  nothing  seems  to 
have  paid!  What's  missing?  Love¬ 
lace,  Collins,  Poe.  Thoreau,  Sas¬ 
soon,  H.D.,  James  Wright  — 
nothing  really  crucial.  Whereas 
against  that,  how  much  there  is 
chat  I  never  expected  to  see  or 
never  saw  before  at  all:  Weldon 
Kees's  poem  on  the  history  of  the 
umbrella,  Stephen  Crane's  In  the 
Desert,  Samuel  Johnson's  tender 
six-line  elegy  for  Cloudy  Phillips, 
Musician,  Who  Died  Very  Poor : 
and  even  the  anonymous  fift¬ 
een  tury  Irish  excoriation  of  one 
AdzeHead. 

And  a  last  note  on  the  order:  nor 
chronological,  not  alphabetical, 
but  associative,  by  mood  or  theme. 
How  nothing  short  of  thrilling  it  is 
to  go  from  Ginsberg  to  Piers 
Plowman  to  Frank  O’Hara  to 
Gray’s  Elegy  Written  in  a  Country 
Churchyard !  And  yet.  as  Pound 
exclaimed:  “It  all  coheres!" 


MARK  SLUDGE 


Ted  Hughes  brandling  out  Seamus  Heaney:  at  his  peak 


Even  Proust  couldn’t  save  him 


WHAT  if  I  never  succeed  in  being 
happy?  ft’s  a  question  that  haunts 
many  of  the  characters  in  Hanif 
Rureishi’S  collection  of  ten  stories. 
Love  in  a  Blue  Time.  Its  protago¬ 
nists  are  intelligent  highly-sexed. 
creative  men.  who  realise  —  in  a 
variety  of  painful  ways — that  their 
lives  may  never  be  as  fulfilled  as 
they  bad  once  hoped. 

These  are  quiet  realisations. 
There  is  little  drama  in  these 
stories,  rather  a  melancholy,  elegi¬ 
ac  tone,  which  masterfully  captures 
a  feeling  of  disappointment,  the 
sort  which  found  its  perfect  expres¬ 
sion  in  Chekhov'S  stories.  Kurds  hi 
has  clearly  read  his  Chekhov  (he 
acknowledges  the  inspiration  of 
The  Duel  on  one  of  his  stories),  and 
his  characters  are  up  against  some 
modern  equivalents  of  Chekhovian 
dilemmas. 

His  characters  are  of  the  self- 
improving  sort.  In  one  story,  a  man 
has  derided  to  read  all  the  classics 
of  world  literature,  in  an  attempt  to 
become  a  wiser,  better  person.  He 
lies  in  bed  with  The  Brothers 
Karamazov,  underlining  the  pas- 
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sages  he  likes,  trying  to  remember 
them  by  heart.  But  these  are 
doomed  efforts,  for  his  problems 
are  too  deep,  too  much  has  already 
gone  wrong,  (a  bad  marriage,  a 
wrecked  career)  for  the  classics  to 
save  him  now.  So  Kureishi  goes  on 
to  tell  us;  “When  he  considered  his 
ambitions,  which  he  no  longer 
mentioned  to  anyone  —  to  travel 
overland  to  Burma  while  reading 
Proust ...  he  felt  a  surge  of  shame 
as  if  it  was  immature  and  obscene 
to  harbour  such  hopes;  and  as  if,  in 
some  ways,  it  was  already  too  late.” 

Many  of  Kureishi^  characters 
are  frustrated  artists;  they  work  in 
creative  fields,  but  are  lacking  the 
necessary  discipline  or  courage  to 
undertake  serious  work.  One  film¬ 
maker  worships  Fellini  and  Re- 


One  of  the  most  memo¬ 
rable  tunes  ever  writ¬ 
ten  derived  from 
travel  directions.  A  young 
fellow  from  Pittsburgh,  en 
route  to  join  his  mentor  in 
Harlem,  was  told  the  most 
convenient  means  of  getting 
there:  Take  the  “A"  Train. 
This  signature  tune  became 
Duke  Ellington*  greatest  suc¬ 
cess.  Yet  only  the  cognoscenti - 
are  aware  that  it  was  written 
for  him  by  a  diminutive  black 
man  named  Billy  Strayhom. 

In  this  splendidly  re¬ 
searched.  beautifully  written 
and  deeply  moving  biography, 
the  American  journalist  David 
Hadju  describes  why  Stray; 
Horn  put  up  with  relative 
anonymity  when  he  had  the 
supreme  talent  —  a  "tortured 
genius".  Dtahann  Carroll 
called  him— to  have  become  a 
major  musical  figure  in  his 
own  right 

Although  Billy  Strayhom 
was  so  adept  at  the  classics 
that  he  read  Stravinsky  scores 
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for  pleasure  in  the  way  that 
others  read  thrillers,  an 
aquaintance  said  that,  in 
Strayhorn’s  early  years  of 
promise,  “the  very  idea  of  a 
black  concert  pianist  was  con¬ 
sidered  unthinkable." 

His  skills  as  a  composer, 
arranger  and  performer  of  jazz 
music  were  prevented  from 
winning  die  reputation  they 
rightly  deserved  because 
puke  Ellington  sucked  .that 
reputation  out  of  him  like  a 
leech  sucking  blood.  Ellington 
undoubtedly  helped  Stray* 


Strayhom:  Duke  Ellington  said  the  composer  was  his  “favourite  human  being" 


horn,  giving  him  money,  a 
place  to  five,  a  career  of  a  kind, 
and  genuine  personal  affec¬ 
tion:  Yet  all  these  benisons 
were  conferred  on  Duke  El¬ 
lington's  own  terms:  that 


Strayhom  deploy  his  gifts 
solely  in  the  puke’s  service. 
When  Frank  Sinatra  fried  to 
get  Strayhom  to  work  foe  him, 
Ellington,  said  a  colleague, 
“blew  his  L~.  top,"  insisting. 


“I  won't  allow  ir.  When  Billy 
Strayhom  tried  to  break  away 
into  an  independent  partner¬ 
ship  with  a.  fellow  jazz-pianist, 
lather  Henderson,  Duke  El¬ 
lington  sabotaged  the  venture. 


Stella  Tfllyard  on  The  Iron  Duke  and  Roseanne  Cash  moves  from  songs  to  stories  —  page  43 


noir,  but  cannot  escape  from  mak¬ 
ing  pop  promotional  videos.  Profes¬ 
sional  frustrations  are  compound¬ 
ed  by  emotional  ones.  There  isn't  a 
happy  marriage  to  be  found  herein: 
women  are  typically  portrayal  as 
uncomprehending  killjoys  produc¬ 
ing  babies  and  at  odds  with  their 
husband's  insatiable  sexual  and 
narcotic  wishes. 

THERE  are  a  few  moments  when 
Kureishi’s  otherwise  clear  intelli¬ 
gent  prose  gives  way  to  cliche..  In 
one  story.  Kureishi  cannot  resist  a 
journalistic  mention  of  “the  Eight¬ 
ies".  surely  one  of  the  most  over¬ 
used  images  in  recent  British 
fiction  (“He  had  loved  that  time. 
The  manic  entrepreneurialism, 
prancing  individualism,  self-indul¬ 
gence  and  cynicism  . . 

But  this  cannot  spoil  what  is 
ultimately  a  highly  enjoyable  and 
elegant  collection. 

Alain  de  fiction's  How  Proust 
Can  Change  Your  life  is 
published  this  month  by 
Picador. 


Yet  Ellington  provided  a 
benefit  in  return:  cover.  A  „ 
colleague  is  quoted  by  Hadju  £■ 
as  explaining:  “For  those  of  us 
who  were  both  black  and 
homosexual  at  that  time,  ac¬ 
ceptance  was  of  paramount 
importance  .. .  Duke  Elling¬ 
ton  afforded  Billy  that 
acceptance." 

It  was  not  rally  Strayhom1!? 
gay  intimates  who  loved 
him.  Lena  Home,  whose 
unique  persona  he  helped  to 
develop,  described  him  as  “my 
other  self,  and  said.  “I  wanted 
to  marry  him  so  badly.  Hewas 
just  everything  that  I  wanted 
in  a  man.  except  he  wasn’t 
interested  in  me  sexually." 

Strayhom’s  frustrations  led 
to  heavy  drinking.  The  drink  £ 
led  to  cancer,  news  of  which  T 
upser  Ellington.  A  theatrical 
producer  reminisces  that 
when  “news  of  Billy’s  Alness 
came.  (Ellington]  said  he  ‘was 
very  upset . .  -  And  an  top  of 
that,  he  lost  a  pair  of  gold 
cufflinks."’  Poor  Ellington: 
bad  news  about  two  items  of 
property  in  one  evening. 

When  Strayhom  died  in 
1967  aged  Si,  Ellington 
mourned  the  death  of  “rqy 
favourite  human  being".  Yet 
this  biography  shows  that 
Billy  Strayhonrs  derision  to 
attach  himself  to  Ellington  led  . 
to  a  life ,  that  was  ultimately  y 
unfulfilled. 

If  he  bad  not  made  that  trip 
to  Harlan,  Strayhom  proba¬ 
bly  would  never  have  written 
Take  the  "A"  Train ;  tat  what 
else  might  he  have  composed 
that  we  shall  never  bear? 
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Stronger  economy  B  More  people  in  work  M  Doubling  living  standards  WL  Pioneering  tax  reforms 

/hy  we  need  a  Tory  Government 
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FOREWORD 


e  him 


The  Conservative  administrations  elected  since  1979  are  among  the  most 
flicassnu  id [British  peacetime  history.  A  country  once  the  sick  man  of 
twt^je.  has  become  its  most  successful  economy.  A  country  once  brought 
nughty  powerful  trade  unions,  now  has  industrial  peace. 
Abroad.  Ibe  CoM  War  has  been  wan:  ar  home,  the  rule  of  law  has  been  restored. 
-■  JSl?!rJEnSn.B  V£yes  of  British  *■«  been  liberated  from  the  dead 
wSli-L  St?c' The^  can  00  do«bi  that  w  have  created  a  betier  Britain. 
Why.  men.  do  we  sdu  need  a  Conservative  Government?  Because  resting  on 
what  we  taw  achieved  is  not  enough.  To  stand  still  is  to  fail  hack.  Our  Boat 
““■»  be/or  Britain  to  be  the  best  place  in  the  world  to  live. 

-  We  ■  ^  a  ,ouSher.  more  uncertain  world.  A  fast-moving  global  free  market 
-  is  emerging.  New  economic  powers  are  rising  in  the  East,  Family  life  and  social 
:  attitudes  are  changing.  Europe  is  adjusting  lo  the  end  of  communism.  The 
European  social  model  is  failing.  The  nation  stale  is  under  threat.  We  must 
respond  to  these  challenges. 

We  have  turned  around  our  economic  fortunes.  We  hare  fewer  people  out  of 
work  and  more  in  work  than  any  other  major  European  economy.  British 
people  now  have  the  opportunity  al  a  prosperous  future.  But  that  prosperity 
rannotbe  taken  for  granted.  We  hare  fo  compete  to  win.  That  means  a  constant 
fight  to  keep  tight  control  over  public  spending  and  enable  Britain  to  remain  the 
*****1  major  economy  in  Europe.  It  means  a  continuing  fight  to  keep 
buraens  off  business,  maintaining  our  opt-out  of  the  European  Social  Chapter. 
If  we  relax  for  one  moment,  our  hard  won  success  wflj  slip  away  again. 

We  have  strengthened  choice  and  personal  ownership  for  families,  and 
rolled  back  the  slate  from  areas  where  it  teas  interfering 
unnecessarily  in  our  lives.  But  we  now  have  the  opportunity  to 
achieve  a  massive  expansion  in  wealth  and  ownership  so  that  more  families  can 
enjoy  the  self-respect  and  independence  that  comes  with  being  self-sufficient 
from  the  state.  Our  far-reaching  proposals  for  personal  pension  funds  are 
central  to  achieving  this  -  so  too  are  our  plans  (o  increase  support  for  the  family 
in  our  tax  system.  Our  aim  is  lo  spread  opportunity  for  all  to  succeed,  whoever 
(hey  are  and  wherever  they  come  from,  provided  they  are  prepared  to  work 
hard.  To  turn  the  “have  nots"  into  the  “haves".  To  support  the  family  in 
providing  security  and  stability. 

We  have  modernised  and  reformed  many  of  the  areas  where  the  state  still 
.  has  a  vital  role.  But  we  now  have  to  build  on  these  reforms  to  deliver  even  better 
services:  We  must  continue  providing  the  resources  to  invert  in  our  modernised 
health  service.  We  can  now  provide  parents  with  a  hard-edged  guarantee  of 
standards  in  schools.  We  need  also  lo  widen  choice  in  areas  where  state 
bureaucracy  bos  constrained  it. 

We  have  pioneered  new  ways  of  building  partnerships  that  engage  the 
privatesector  in  areas  previously  dependent  on  the  public  pu  rse.  We  now  need 
to  capture  private  sector  investment  on  a  massive  stale  to  regenerate  our  cities, 
transform  our  crumbling  local  authority  housing  estates  and  modernise  other 
public  assets. 

The  only  way  to  secure  this  future  of  opportunity  is  to  stick  with  the 
Conservative  programmed  continuing  reform.  Now  would  be  the  worst 
possible  moment  lo  abandon  the  pathway  to  prosperity  on  which  we  are 
set.  We  must  keep  up  the  momentnm. 

At  the  same  time  we  must  maintain  the  security  that  a  stable  nation  provides 
,  in  an  uncertain,  fast  changing  world.  We  must  protect  our  constitution  and 
'  ujjjly  as  a  nation  from  those  who  threaten  it  with  unnecessary  and  dangerous 
change.  And  we  must  stand  up  for  our  interests  in  shaping  a  free-market  Europe 
of  sovereign  nation  states. 

There  is,  of  oodrse.  an- alternative  on  offer  to  load  costs  on  business  while 
calling  it  “stakeholding”;  to  increase  the  role  of  the  state,  while  calling  it  “tire 
community”;  to  succumb  to  a  centralised  Europe  while  calling  it  “not  being 
istdated^  to  break  up.  our  country  while  calling  it  “devolutions 
■  To  rift  this  aherifttiVcf'worilif  iie  a  disaster  for  our  country.  We  have  come  a 
vetyjong  way.  We  mtBtte  sure. that,  we  donot.  throw  away  whatwe_haye 
gained,-  or  lose  the  opportunities  we  have  earned. 

B  .  r 

"  'foil  tad' only  beiSrtti&lfieCariservdtives:  5  T  -f  - 

”  •  -  JOHN  MAJOR 
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ENTERPRISE  CENTRE 
OF  EUROPE 


?  OUR  RECORD 

The  UK  is  on  course  to  grow 
vlasta- than  both  France  and  Germany 
v  for  the  sixth  successive  year  in  1998 
-a  post-war  record. 

■  Inflation  has  now  been  below  4% 

.,  for  wefl  over  4  years,  the  longest  period 
j  .  of  low  inflation  for  over  half  a  cen- 

I'tary. 

;  ■  Mortgage  rales  are  at  their  low- 
“  est  levels  for  30  years. 

’  - 1  ■  Unemployment  has  fallen  lo  its 
■T  lowest  level  for  6  years.  We  now  have  a 

■  lower  unemployment  rate  than  any 
other  major  European  economy.  Youth 

,  unemphtymail  in  Britain  has  fallen 
'to  less  than  1S%  whereas  by  contrast  in 
France  it  has  risen  to  27%  and  in  It- 
^.,-aiy  to  33%. 

;  ■  A  higher  proportion  of  our 
'■ 1  people  are  in  work  than  in  any  other 
major  European  economy  -  fc-'W. 
against  a  Continental  average  of  57%. 

■  The  UK  is  the  favourite  location 
for  inward  investment  into  Europe, 
attracting  around  one  third  of  in- 

ward  investment  into  the  European 
Union. 

“■We  have  the  lowest  tax  burden  of 
.  any  major  European  economy,  with . 

■  ®  the  government  taking  almost  8% 

”  Jess  of  national  income  than  the  Euro¬ 
pean  average. 

:  -■  public  borrowing  has  averaged 
'  ’  3.4% oFGDP since  1979  compared  with 
6u8%  (and  a  peak  irf95S)  under  the 
7  >i  last  Labbour  GovfimwenL  Our  wvel  cm 

■  public  debt  is  now  one  of  the  lowest 
T  in  the  European  Union  -  whereas  it 

was  one  of  the  highest  in  1979. 

■  In  1994  the  UK  tost  300.000 
working  days  through  strikes,  the  low- 

}  :eSt  figure  ever  recorded;  in  1979the 
%are  was  29500000:  nearly  100  times 
that  figure. 

-a  Britain  ranks  fifth  in  the  worid 

7fmuUem*iional  trade,  iand  exports  . 
i-t-ntore  per  head  than  America  or  Ja-_ 
'i-pabo.  Exports  account  for  28%  of  GDP 
1  ~  'as  against  9%  for  J*P*ul  I  ^ 

-^USA  and  24%  for  Germany  and 
France.  Britain’s  current  account  is 
brotefly  in  balance,  reflecting  our  u»- 
fa&scd  comp«itiwness  and  im- 
'provrdfeadmg- 

&I DOUBLING  LIVING 

ii  Standards 

Sfe  market  is  winning  the  battle  of 
J  ideas  the  world  over.  From  Russia  to 
^Vietnam,  from  China  »  Rm^ngj 
“"ptxmle  are  realising  *e  roaahst 
■?££  has  failed-  This  a  n.rt  £ 


That  choice  -  between  stagnation  and 
dynamism  -  is  the  choice  which  faces 
Britain  at  this  election.  It  is  a  stark 
choke  between  the  British  way  -  of 
trusting  the  people  and  unleashing 
enterprise  -  and  the  failing  soda!  model, 
practised  on  foe  continent,  which  the 
labour  Party  wants  to  impose  on  us 
here  under  the  guise  of  “srakeholding". 

Hard  economic  evidence  shows  how 
great  is  the  divide  between  these  iwo 
strategies.  Britain  is  now  in  its  fifth  year 
of  growing  faster  than  France  or 
Germany.  Unemployment  in  Britain 
has  fallen  to  less  than  two  million,  while 
it  rises  across  Europe.  Britain  attracts 
nearly  forty  per  cent  of  all  the  American 
and  Japanew  investment  in  Europe. 
Our  aim  now  is  to  safeguard  these 
achievements  and  build  on  them,  so 
Britain  becomes  the  unrivalled  Enter¬ 
prise  Centre  of  Europe. 

A  LOW  TAX  ECONOMY 

For  enterprise  to  nourish,  the  state  must 
get  out  of  the  way  of  the  wealth  creators. 
We  are  the  only  party  that  cun  cut  taxes 
because  we  are  the  only  party  which  is 
serious  about  controlling  public  spend¬ 
ing-  The  choice  between  the  two  eco¬ 
nomic  philosophies  is  dear.  In  the  years 
before-  1979.  public  spending  in  Britain 
kept  pace  with  rbe  average  for  Europe  as 
a  whote.  Smoe  then,  it  has  continual 
rising  on  the  Continent,  while  we  have 
restrained  public  spending  here.  Now. 
public  spending  takes  atom  40%  of  our 
'  national  income  as  against  an  average 
of  50%  on  the  continent.  We  have  broken 
free  from  a  trend  in  which  the  rest  of 
Europe  is  still  trapped. 

Conservative  government  will  keep 
public  spending  under  tight  control  and 
ensure  that  it  grows  by  less  than  the 
economy  as  a  whole  over  the  economic 
cycle.  At  the  same  time  we  will  continue 
to  spend  more  on  the  services  which 
manor  most  to  people  -  hospitals, 
schools  and  the  police. 

Over  the  next  parliament,  we  will 
achieve  our  goal  for  the  government  to 
spend  less  than  40%  of  our  national 
income. 

That  means  we  can  reduce  the 
amount  government  borrows  too.  and 
meet  our  aim  of  moving  towards  a 
balanced  budget  in  the  medium  term 
Our  plans  show  how  we  can  virtually 
eliminate  public  borrowing  by  the  year 
2000.  ... 

TTianks  to  our  success  ui  awUromnE 
public  spending.  Britain  is  now  Eu¬ 
rope's  low  tax  economy.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  we  are  becoming  the 
Enterprise  Centre  of  Europe. 

Our  aim  is  to  ensure  Britain  keeps  the 
lowest  tax  burden  of  any  major  Euro- 
peon  economy. 

In  the  election  manifesto  of  IV9i  we 
nnjmised  that  “We  will  make  further 

‘  .  __  .  UneSc  iniYimp  tnV  RllP 


^economic  triumph,  tti*  *  triumph  for  towards  a  basic  income  tax  rate 

.EHmSS:  Britain  helped  to  &X-.  Sint*  then,  wehavccut  the  fane 
*235ri iL  We  should  rake  pride  m  it.  ^  ^  i[Kome  lax  from  25p  to 
,  .  tj*  spread  of  the  free  market  heralds  tended  the  20p  band  so  that  over  a 
iU'hfav Sectf  global  competition-  That  4uartlfr  Df  all  taxpayers  now  only  pay 

,^£5r  aS<B  for  British  goto*  - 

I"  anti  services,  but  new  competitors  for  pub,ic  expenditure  wtH  nwan  we 

‘"’Rm&fi  companies  as  wdL  Em  sustain  permanently  low  tM  levdy. 

*"r  If  «e  try  w  protect  ourselves  from  owr  the  next  parliament .  our  aim 
fc*fcse  chaSaiaes^ with  more  regulation*.  w7/  ^  u,  achieve  our  target  of  a Jrip 
i'.  nuHU  and  a  cosy  dependence  {jasjc  0f  income  tax.  uhile 

wSverranent  then  Britain  will  foilftii  maintaining  a  maximum  tax  rate  of  no 

.dffwetoWly embrace  'more  than  40p. 

ctable  pr,les  ,  d 
gnw*h  and  MM-ta  ■  ^  £  S  £& 

~fmalspetity. 


John  Major  setting  out  the  Conservative  vision  for  Britain  at  the  manifesto  Launch  yesterday 


is  now  enjoying  the  longest  period  of 
stable  prices  for  almosr  fifty  years.  We 
are  on  target  m  reach  our  goal  of  2t% 
inflation  this  year. 

Low  inflation  has  delivered  lower 
interest  rates  whilst  preserving  the  value 
of  people's  savings.  Homeowners  are 
now  enjoying  mungage  rates  at  the 
lowest  levels  for  30  years. 

Jl  has  taken  tough  decisions  to  break 
free  from  our  reputation  as  3  high 
inflation  economy.  No  Conservative 
government  wifi  jeopardise  this  achieve¬ 
ment.  During  the  next  parliament,  we 
will  maintain  an  inflation  target  of  Jt% 
or  less. 

RISING  LIVING  STANDARDS 

The  only  secure  base  for  rising  living 
standards  is  a  strongly  growing  econ¬ 
omy.  low  levels  of  public  spending  and 
taxation,  and  stable  prices.  That  is 
exactly  what  Britain  is  achieving.  People 
are  reaping  the  rewards  of  their  hard 
work  as  their,  take  home  pay  increases. 

Between  1974  and  1979,  the  take  home 
pay  for  a  family  on  average  earnings 
rose,  in  real  terms,  by  just  tl  a  week  in 
today's  prices.  Since  |U79  if  has  in¬ 
creased  bv  [100  a  week  and:  this  year 
□lone  it  will  increase  by  £7  a  week. 

The  goal  which  nv  set  ourselves  in 
IMS  is  to  double  tiring  standards  over 
25  years. 

We  are  on  course  10  achieve  our  goaJ. 

2  JOBS  AND  BUSINESS 

Our  priority  is  to  create  jobs.  This  is  not 
just  an  economic  priority,  bui  also  a 
social  and  moral  one.  Jobs  and  enter¬ 
prise  arc  the  besi  ways  of  tackling 
poverty  and  deprivation. 

Britain  is  succeeding.  000.000  jobs 
have  been  created  over  ihe  past  4  years. 
By  contrast  the  European  soda!  model  is 
stifling  job  creation  on  the  continent  by 
imposing  regulations  and  burdens  on 
business.  In  the  United  Kingdom  un¬ 
employment  is  much  lower  than  in  the 
rest  of  Europe  and  falling  whereas  in 
Germany.  France,  and  Itaiy-  it  has  risen 
to  its  highest  level  for  a  generation.  This 
is  no  accident.  It  is  because  we  have 
pursued  very  different  policies  from 
those  on  the  Continent. 

Curbing  the  power  of  trade  unions, 
opening  up  markets  and  cutting  red 
tape,  have  given  us  a  low-  strike,  low  cost 
tconomv:  and  as  a  result  we  are  the 
number  one  kcation  for  foreign  invest¬ 
ment  in  Europe. 

Never  have  such  policies  been  so 
important.  For  the  first  time  this  century 
we  face  a  world  full  of  capitalist 
competition.  The  only  way  Britain  will 
be  able  10  compete  and  win  in  world 
markets  is  by  sticking  in  ihe  Conser¬ 
vative  policies  that  are  delivering  suc¬ 
cess.  We  can  cam  prosperity  as  one  of 
the  world*  most  successful  global 
trading  nations.  We  should  not  risk  this 
progress  b>  adopting  ihe  very  policies 
that  hare  made  the  continent  uncompet¬ 
itive  and  have  increased  unemployment 
in  Europe  by  4.5  million  over  the  past  5 
years. 

SM  ALL  BUSINESSES  -  BRITAIN'S 
RISK-TAKERS 

Governments  d»  nut  create  jobs.  Busi¬ 
nesses  do.  The  si  mire  of  tomorrow’s  jobs 
will  he  small  business,  the  scedocim  of 
Britain’s  prosperity.  Over  the  last  15 
years,  small  huMiiesStfs  hare  created 
iirer  2  million  jobs  Bv  thr  year  2tX». 
over  half  the  workforce  should  be 


working  in  companies  which  employ 
fewer  than  50  people.  Back  in  1979  only  a 
third  of  the  workforce  did. 

Entrepreneurs  often  risk  everything 
when  they  set  up  their  own  business.  We 
haw  already  helped  them:  raising  the 
VAT  threshold,  cutting  cm  player's  nat¬ 
ional  insurance  contributions,  simplify¬ 
ing  audit  requirements  and  much  more 
besides.  Now  we  intend  to  go  further, 
tackling  the  remaining  problems  they 
face. 

High  taxes  and  rates  deter  enterprise. 
Our  low  tax  structure  hxs  been  crucial  to 
our  industrial  revival.  We  already  have 
the  lowest  corporation  tax  of  any  major 
industrialised  country.  As  we  want 
small  businesses  to  flourish,  we  will  go 
even  further. 

We  will  cut  the  small  companies  rate 
of  corporation  tax  in  line  with  personal 
taxation  as  we  move  towards  a  20p  basic 
rate. 

Investment  and  enterprise  are  de¬ 
terred  if  the  tax  man  takes  too  much  of 
the  capital  that  is  built  up  by  a  successful 
business.  Capital  is  ever  more  mobile, 
flying  around  the  world  id  places  where 
the  tax  nn  it  is  low.  Britain  must  be  one 
of  those  places. 

We  will  continue  10  reduce  the  burden 
of  capital  gains  tax  and  inheritance  tax 
as  ft  is  prudent  to  do  so. 

One  of  the  heaviest  burdens  small 
businesses  face  is  business  rates.  Al  the 
moment,  rhis  bears  more  heavily  upon 
small  businesses  than  large  ones. 

In  the  next  parliament,  we  will  reform 
business  rates  to  reduce  the  cost  that 
falls  upon  small  businesses. 

No  businessman  has  time  lo  fill  out 
reams  of  forms.  We  will  continue  to 
simplify  the  administration  of  NICs  and 
PAYE  for  small  firms,  allowing  them  to 
cunccntraie  on  satisfying  customers  not 
bureaucrats.  We  are  also  lackJing  a 
problem  that  hits  small  businesses 
particularly  hard  -  the  late  payment  of 
bills.  On  iop  of  our  programme  tn 
ensure  govenuuenl  departments  and 
local  authorities  pay  on  rime  we  haw 
legislated  to  require  companies  to  pub¬ 
lish  their  payment  policy  and  to  report 
their  record  on  how  quickly  they  pay 
their  bills  to  small  businesses. 

We  have  already  abolished  over  a 
thousand  regulations.  New  regulations 
must  only  be  introduced  if  it  is  clear  that 
their  benefits  exceed  their  costs  and  they 
do  not  place  an  undue  burden  on  a  smalt 
firm. 

We  will  introduce  “sunset"  require¬ 
ment  into  new  regulations  whenever  it 
is  suitable  so  that  they  are  automatically 
reviewed  or  dropped  after  a  specific 
period. 

Many  businessmen  suffer  regulatory 
burdens  imposed  by  local  government 
and  quangos. 

We  will  therefore  insist  that  the  whole 
of  ihe  public  sector  adopts  the  same 
stringent  rule*’’  ihal  **  require  of  central 
government  in  justifying  the  benefits  of 
new  regulations  against  their  costs. 

REDUCING  THE  BURDEN  ON 

COMPANIES 

Johs  depend  on  British  firms  winning 
orders:  the  difference  between  success  or 
failure  can  he  wjfer  thin.  Any  extra 
burden  on  business  wifi  destr^-  jobs- 

Britain  is  enjoying  more  jobs  and 
record  in  vestment,  thanks  to  the  compet¬ 
itive  edge  we  have  over  other  European 
countries.  We  are  a  low  cost  economy. 
Bui  thui  does  nut  mean  we  are  a  low  pay 
economy.  Our  competitive  advantage 


comes  front  the  lower  costs  faring  our 
businesses.  It  can  be  measured  by  the 
soda!  costs  an  employer  has  to  pay  on 
top  of  every  E100  of  wages:  in  Germany 
it  is  £31,  in  Flrance  £4i,  tot  tn  Britain,  it  is 
only  EI5. 

Many  countries  in  Europe  have  tried 
to  cocoon  themselves  from  global  com¬ 
petition  behind  layers  of  red  tape  and 
regulation  -  such  as  the  Social  Chapter 
and  a  national  minimum  wage.  This 
provides  a  false  sense  of  security, 
playing  a  cruel  trick  on  working  people. 
It  also  excludes  the  unemployed  from 
work.  As  companies  in  the  rest  of 
Europe  have  grown  more  uncompet¬ 
itive.  employers  haw  found  it  too 
expensive  to  employ  new  workers, 
investment  has  gone  elsewhere,  and  the 
dole  queues  haw  lengthened.  The 
European  social  model  is  not  serial  and 
not  a  model  for  us  to  follow.  Bui  if 
Britain  signed  up  to  the  Social  Chapter  it 
would  be  used  to  impose  that  model  on 
us  -  destroying  British  jobs. 

No  Conservative  government  will 
.sign  up  10  the  Social  Chapter  or 
introduce  a  national  minimum  wage. 
We  will  insisi  at  the  lnierEovemmentaf 
Conference  in  Amsterdam  that  our  opt 
out  is  honoured  and  that  Britain  is 
exempted  from  the  Working  Time 
Directive:  if  old  agreements  are  broken. 
we  do  not  see  how  new  ones  can  be 
made.  We  will  resist  the  imposition  of 
other  social  burdens  on  rite  work  place 
through  a  new  European  employment 
chapter. 

WELFARE  INTO  WORK 

Although  governments  cannot  create 
jobs,  they  can  help  train  and  find  work. 
We  now  have  in  place  a  battery'  of 
schemes  working  with  Training  and 
Enierprise  Councils  to  provide  targeted 
help  and  training,  including  remedial 
education  in  literacy  and  numeracy.  We 
are  also  developing  new  incentives, 
alongside  Family  Credit,  to  help  people 
mow  off  benefit  into  work. 

We  will  always  help  those  in  genuine 
need:  in  return,  the  unemployed  have  a 
responsibility  to  look  lor  work  and 
accept  a  reasonable  offer.  That  belief 
underpins  our  new  Jobseekers  Al¬ 
lowance  which  ensures  that  no-one  can 
refuse  reasonable  work  opportunities 
and  remain  on  benefit. 

As  unemployment  falls,  we  want  to 
focus  on  those  who  have  been  un¬ 
employed  for  some  time.  At  present. 
Project  Work  is  helping  100.000  people 
who  have  been  unemployed  for  more 
than  2  years  in  cities  around  Britain. 
They  are  first  given  help  in  finding  a  job 
-  which  includes  giving  employers 
incentives  10  lake  them  on. 

Those  who  do  nor  find  johs  are  Jhen 
required  to  work  for  a  specific  period  on 
a  community  project.  This  helps  them 
regain  work  habits  and  ensures  they  are 
available  for  work. 

As  Project  Work  succeeds  and  dem¬ 
onstrates  that  its  costs  can  be  met  by  the 
savings  from  getting  people  into  work, 
we  will  extend  die  programme  to 
cuver  the  long  term  unempfoyed 
nationwide. 

We  will  also  dewlop  an  innovative 
"Britain  Works"  scheme  which  uses  the 
experience  and  ingenuity  of  private  and 
voluntiny  sectors  10  get  people  off 
welfare  into  work. 

Britain  has  one  of  the  most  mobile 
economies  in  Europe.  People  move  on 
and  up.  into  betier  paid  jobs  more  easily 
than  on  the  Continent. 


THE  INFORMATION  SOCIETY 

Britain  is  at  the  forefront  of  ireming 
tomorrow's  information  sotiery.  Already 
we  have  exposed  domestic  telecommuni¬ 
cations  to  competition  and  stimulated 
investment  in  cable  and  satellite  enter- 
tammaii  systems.  And  by  opening  up 
international  telecomm unicatioru  we 
will  continue  10  encourage  companies 
worldwide  to  base  their  global  opera- 
tints  here.  We  will  make  sure  that  die 
digital  revolution  comes  to  Britain  first. 

We  are  launching  an  ambitious 
programme  with  industry  to  spread  ~IT 
for  All”,  giving  every  adult  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  try  out  and  learn  about  new  IT 
services.  We  will  work  with  industry  to 
ensure  that  all  schools  are  connected  to 
the  information  superhighway. 

We  will  use  the  Millennium  Lottery 
Fund  to  transform  the  computer  facil¬ 
ities  and  information  links  available  in 
schools,  libraries,  museums,  voluntary 
organisations  and  other  public  places 
after  the  turn  of  the  century.  This  will 
give  the  public  much  wider  access  to 
information  services  in  the  yean  ahead. 
We  will  also  take  advantage  of  informa¬ 
tion  technology  to  transform  the  way 
government  provides  services  10  the 
public 

We  will  keep  Britain  in  the  vanguard 
of  new  mobile  service  development  - 
tndudino  mobile  telephone  and 
information  services  -  by  introducing  a 
pricing  system  for  the  radio  spectrum  to 
achieve  mure  efficient  allocation  of  radio 
frequencies. 

We  will  maintain  a  strong,  free  and 
competitive  broadcasting  and  press 
environment  ai  both  national  and  local 
level,  while  continuing  to  be  vigilant  in 
monitoring  whether  action  is  needed  to 
curb  breaches  of  standards,  and  prevent 
unacceptable  press  intrusion. 

SCIENCE 

British  science  enjoys  a  worldwide 
reputation  for  excellence  and  cost- 
effectiveness,  which  makes  Britain  an 
attractive  base  for  many  domestic  and 
overseas  companies.  We  will  continue  to 
invest  in  science  and  target  funds  al 
basic  research,  which  would  not  other¬ 
wise  be  funded  by  industry.  At  the  same 
time  we  wifi  provide  on  enterprising 
environment  which  encourages  firms  10 
invest  with  confidence  in  applied 
science. 

2020  VISION 

There  is  no  part  of  the  globe  which  has 
not  been  reached  hy  British  enterprise 
and  British  culture.  We  have  always 
looked  out  beyond  these  shares,  beyond 
this  Continent.  Our  language,  our 
heritage  of  international  trading  links, 
our  foreign  investments  —  second  only 
n>  America's  —  are  historic  strengths 
which  mean  we  are  ideally  placed  to 

seize  the  opportunities  of  the  global 
economy. 

Thanks  to  Conservative  policies  of 
Liberalisation  and  privatisation  we  are 
strong  in  industries  of  the  future  such  as 
telecommunications,  financial  services, 
and  information  technology.  These  are 
the  industries  that  will  benefit  from 
opening  up  trade  around  the  world.  We 
will  push  for  completion  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Single  Market  and  continue  lo 
pursue  the  objective  of  transatlantic  free 
trade  against  the  background  of  world 
trade  liberalisation.  Our  aim  is  nothing 
less  than  tariff  free  trade  across  the 
globe  by  the  year  3020. 

Free  competition  is  important  for  free 
markets.  Companies  should  not  make 
agreements  that  restrict  competition  and 
hence  result  in  poor  value  for  con¬ 
sumers.  We  have  set  out  proposals  to 
give  cumpanres  greater  protection 
against  price  fixing,  dumping'  told  other 
restrictive  practices  by  larger  compet¬ 
itors. 

We  will  introduce  a  Competition  Bill 
to  take  forward  these  proposals  in  the 
first  .session  of  the  next  parliament. 

We  are  committed  to  pushing  forward 
our  at/nptfirivCTiess  agenda  which  is 
making  Britain  the  Enterprise  Centre  of 
Europe. 


OPPORTUNITYAND 

OWNERSHIP 


OUR  RECORD 

■  The  right  to  toy  has  allowed  L5 
million  council  tenants  lo  homeowners. 
There  are  over  4  million  more 
homeowners  today  than  in  1979. 

■  The  Government  has  spent  £6 
billion  through  housing  associations  to 
provide  homes  for  rent  Between 

1992  and  I99S  housing  associations  pro¬ 
vided  178,000  new  lettings -25.000 
more  than  promised  in  the  1992  Mani¬ 
festo. 

■  There  are  now  around  10  minion 
private  shareholders,  up  from  about  3 
million  at  the  time  of  the  last  Lab¬ 
our  government.  IS  million  people 
now  have  tax  bee  savings  in  PEP 
accounts,  and  45  million  in  TESSAs. 

■  Since  1979.  the  success  of  private 
pension  provision  has  raised  tije  av¬ 
erage  income  of  pensioners  by  60% 
more  than  inflation.  Almost  90%  of  re¬ 
cently  retired  pensioners  now 

have  incomes  over  and  above 
state  benefits. 

■  Savings  in  private  pension  funds 
have  increased  to  £650  billion  -  more 
than  4  times  the  level  in  1979.  Their 
value  is  greater  than  the  pension  funds 
in  all  other  EU  countries  added 
together. 

■  Over  the  period  1979  to  1995.  edu¬ 
cation  spending  per  pupil  rose  from 
£515  to  E  1,890 -an  increase  in  real 
terms  of  48%.  Real  spending  on  books 
and  equipment  per  pupil  rose  56%. 
Teachers’  real  pay  rose  57%:  from 
£270  per  week  in  1979  fo  £420 

in  1995. 

■  in  1979, 40%  of  three  and  four 
year  olds  attended  nursery  school:  in 
1995  the  figure  was  59%.  Our  nurs¬ 
ery  vouchers  now  give  this  opportunity 
io  every  child. 

■  The  proportion  of  sixteen  year 
olds  staying  on  in  fulHjme  education 
rose  from  4  out  of  10 in  |979to7out 
of  10  in  1995. 

■  Almost  1  in  3  young  people  now 
go  to  university,  compared  with  I  in  8 
in  1979. 


■The  proportion  of  adults  with  no 
academic  qualifications  has  halved 
since  1979  and  the  proportion  of 
adults  with  a  degree  or  equivalent  has 
more  than  doubled  from  5%  to  12%. 


3  CHOICE  AND  SECURITY 

FOR  FAMILIES 

The  family  is  the  most  important 
institution  in  our  lives.  It  offers  security 
and  stability  in  a  fast-changing  world. 
But  the  family  is  undermined  if  govern¬ 
ments  take  decisions  which  families 
ought  to  take  for  themselves.  Self- 
reliance  underpins  freedom  and  choice. 

Families  are  stronger  if  the}'  have  the 
money  to  look  after  themselves:  that  is 
why  we  are  shifting  power  and  wealth 
back  to  working  families  and  away  From 
the  state.  We  have  already  achieved 
much  -  the  average  family's  disposable 
income  has  gone  up  by  40%  since  1979. 
Bui  we  want  to  go  further.  The  next 
Conservative  government  intends  to 
reform  the  tax  system  so  that  it  gives 

substantially  more  help  to  families. 

We  also  want  to  encourage  people  ro 
save  so  they  have  the  security  and  self- 
respect  that  comes  From  being  able  to 
rely  on  their  own  resources  rather  than 
immediately  turning  to  the  state.  We 
have  already  made  much  progress  here 
too  with  widening  ownership  of  homes, 
pensions,  and  the  new  PEPs  and 
TESSAs.  We  now  propose  further 
radical  measures  for  more  saving  for 
retirement. 

families  and  tax 

We  believe  families  should  be  left  with 
as  much  of  their  own  money  as  passible. 
They  know  better  than  poli  naans  how 
to  spend  iL  We  have  already  cut  the 
basic  rate  of  income  tax  from  33p  lo  23p. 
and  our  aim  is  to  get  it  down  to  20p. 
benefiting  18  million  taxpayers.  We 
intend  to  do  even  more  to  help  families 
in  particular. 

At  the  moment,  if  one  spouse  does  nor 
lake  paid  work  in  order  to  look  after 
children  or  dependent  relatives,  they  not 
only  give  up  earnings  but  may  also  be 
unable  to  benefit  from  their  personal  tax 
allowance.  Yet  this  is  the  time  at  which 
their  income  is  often  most  stretched. 

We  believe  our  tax  system  should 
recognise  and  support  the  crucial  role  of 
families  in  their  caring  responsibilities. 
We  will  give  them  that  support 

We  will  give  priority  to  future  reduc¬ 
tions  in  personal  taxation  that  help 
families  looking  after  dependent  child¬ 
ren  or  relatives  by  allowing  one  part¬ 
ners  unused  personal  allowance  to  be 
transferred  to  a  working  spouse  where 
they  have  these  responsibilities. 

This  wifi  provide  a  targeted  reduction 
in  the  tax  bill  to  those  families  who  need 
it  most.  Around  2  million  one  taxpayer 
couples  with  dependent  children,  or 
looking  after  elderly  relatives  and  others 
needing  tare,  would  gain  up  to  £17.50  a 
week  —  around  E900  a  year. 

FAMILY  SAVINGS 

In  the  old  days  people  just  depended  on 
the  weekly  pay  padeet  or  money  from 
the  state.  But  no  job  can  be  secure  and 
the  state  cannot  provide  for  every 
eventuality,  it  is  ownership  which 
brings  true  security  and  genuine  in¬ 
dependence  from  the  state.  That  is  why 
Conservatives  have  long  dreamed  of  a 
property-owning  democracy. 

Now  we  are  delivering  ft  in  practice. 
Home  ownership  is  up  by  4.7  million.  10 
million  people  own  a  direct  personal 
stake  in  our  economy.  I  fa  million  are 
gaining  shares  in  their  building  societies 
thanks  to  our  deregulation  of  them.  We 
intend  to  carry  forward  our  vision  of  a 
people’s  share. 

litis  is  a  significant  increase  in 
personal  security.  It  is  the  Conservative 
vision  of  security  through  personal 
savings  —  not  a  socialist  vision  of 
security  through  the  state. 

We  want  people  to  enjoy  Britain* 
success  —  especially  by  owning  shares 
in  the  companies  for  which  they  work. 
We  have  already  introduced  a  number 
of  schemes  to  encourage  employee  share 
ownership.  To  encourage  a  further 
expansion  of  worker  shares,  our  new 
Share  Match  Scheme  will  allow  employ¬ 
ees  to  be  rewarded  with  additional  free 
shares  if  they  acquire  a  stake  in  their 
company. 

Our  goal  is  that  by  2000,  more  than 
half  of  the  employees  of  Britain's  larger 
companies  will  own  shares  in  those 
companies. 

45  million  people  now  benefit  from 
tax  free  TessaS  and  25  million  from  Pqp 
schemes  to  encourage  the  accumulation 
of  long  term  saving.  We  will  continue  to 
build  on  this  success  by  exploring  ways 
in  which  existing  lax  exemptions  for 
savings  can  be  developed  ~  allowing 
individuals  to  secure  their  futures  and 
protect  their  families  against  unexpected 
contingencies. 

We  will  continue  to  raise  the  threshold 
for  inheritance  tax  as  it  prudent  to  do  so. 

People  are  not  just  saving  for  them¬ 
selves  tot  for  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children.  These  savings  should  not  be 
penalised  by  the  tax  system. 

For  many  people  their  biggest  asset  is 
their  pension.  Thanks  io  the  sfqw  we 
have  already  taken  to  encourage  occupa¬ 
tional  and  personal  pensions,  we  now 
have  £650  billion  invested  in  private 
pensions  —  more  than  the  rest  of  the 
European  Union  put  together.  We  now 
plan  to  build  further  on  this 
achievement. 

We  will  make  it  easier  for  small 
employers  to  set  up  personal  pension 
plans  for  groups  of  employees. 

We  will  create  more  flexibility  for 
people  who  save  in  personal  pension 
plans  to  continue  investing  m  those 
schemes  if  they  subsequently  move  to 
jobs  with  company  pension  schemes. 

We  will  also  create  flexibility  for 
employees  with  savings  in  Additional 
Voluntary  Contributions  (AVQ  schemes 
to  take  part  of  that  pension  earlier  or 
later  than  their  main  company  pension. 

But  we  believe  the  time  has  now  cone 
to  plan  for  another  important  step  in 
improving  Britain’s  pension  provision. 
Britain  is  already  much  better  placed 
than  many  other  countries  to  afford  state 
pensions  in  toe  future,  tot  we  want  even 
more  people  to  be  able  io  look  forward  to 
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a  properly  funded  pension  that  grows 
with  Ok  economy  and  is  free  from 
dependence  on  taxes  paid  by  future 
generations.  We  now  propose  a  practical 
way  of  achieving  a  gradual  transforma¬ 
tion  of  the  state  pension  scheme. 

At  the  start  of  the  next  parliament  we 
wfll  set  out  proposals  to  provide  all 
young  people  entering  the  workforce 
with  a  personal  pension  fund  paid  for 
through  a  rebate  on  their  national 
insurance  contributions.  At  retirement 
they  would  be  emitted  to  the  full  pension 
earned  by  this  accumulated  investment. 
This  could  give  than  a  pension  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  than  they  would  currently 
receive  from  the  state.  But  they  with  be 

ranteed  a  pension  at  least  equal  to 
current  basic  state  pension,  in¬ 
creased  in  line  with  inflation.  _ 

This  will  be  one  of  the  most  significant 
improvements  in  the  state  pension 
system  since  it  was  introduced.  Older 
people  currently  in  the  workforw  would 

be  unaffected  —  they  wiQ  continue  to 
contribute  as  now  and  receive  _  the 
normal  state  pension  when  they  retire. 

This  policy  would  come  into  effect 
early  in  the  new  millennium.  Gradual 
phasing  in  of  the  new  system  over  40 
years  will  make  the  impact  on  public 
finances  affordable.  Even  at  its  peak,  the 
net  revenue  forgone  will  be  only  a 
fraction  or  the  savings  from  the  recent 
Pensions  Acl  And  eventually,  the  new 
policy  will  produce  massive  public 
expenditure  savings. 

This  far-sighted  idea  is  in  the  best 
Conservative  tradition.  The  growing 
wealth  of  the  nation  wfll  provide  for  the 
next  generation  through  private  fund¬ 
ing.  underpinned  by  a  state  guarantee. 
British  people  will  be  able  to  look 
forward  to  retirement  with  even  greater 
confidence.  And  our  young  people  will 
have  a  pensions  opportunity  unrivalled 
in  the  world. 

SUPPORT  FOR  FAMILIES 

Conservatives  believe  that  a  healthy 
society  encourages  to  accept  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  lives.  A  heavy- 
handed  and  intrusive  state  can  do 
enormous  damage. 

SOme  families  need  help  to  cope  with 
their  responsibilities.  For  them.  Social 
Services  play  a  vital  role.  They  help  with 
children  where  parental  care  has  failed. 
They  deliver  an  ever  wider  range  of 
services  to  people  with  [earning  diffi¬ 
culties  or  who  are  mentally  ill.  Our 
community  care  reforms  have  given 
them  a  central  role  ensuring  that  elderly 
people  get  care  of  the  highest  quality, 
and  in  their  own  homes  where  possible. 
We  need  to  ensure  that  role  is  properly 
fulfilled . 

Early  in  the  next  Parliament  we  mU 
introduce  a  Social  Services  Reform  Bill 
which  will  create  a  new  statutory 
framework  for  social  services.  The  Bill 
will  provide  for  greater  openness  and 
accountability  in  social  services. 

We  will  provide  new  guidance  to 
ensure  social  workers  properly  reflect 
the  values  of  the  community  —  focusing 
their  efforts  on  those  families  who  most 
need  support,  and  minimising  un¬ 
necessary  interference.  Social  workers 
working  with  children  will  receive 
special  training  to  cope  with  the  often 
heart-rending  cases  they  face. 

We  wfll  raise  standards  through  a 
new  regulatory  framework- which  will 
apply  the  same  standards  in  both  the 
pubUc  and  private  sector. 

We  will  also  remove  the  power  of  local 
authorities  to  operate  care  homes  where 
this  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
for  whom  they  are  responsible.  We 
believe  that  families  who  use  sodai 
services  should  be  able  to  exercise  choice 
wherever  practicable.  We  have  given 
cash  payments  to  disabled  people  to 
purchase  the  services  they  need  directly. 

We  also  warn  new  ways  of  reinforcing 
individual  choree  where  passible.  We 
will  therefore  ensure  no  barriers  stand 
in  the  way  of  local  authorities  wanting  to 
issue  their  users  with  vouchers  to  buy 
certain  services. 

We  will  review  the  direct  payment 
scheme,  and  provided  it  has  been  cost 
effective,  we  wfll  extend  it  to  other  users 
of  social  services. 

Above  alL  we  want  to  help  families  to 
help  themselves.  Caring  far  older  -  or 
disabled  —  relatives  is  one  of  the  most 
natural  human  instincts.  We  recognise 
die  crucial  —  and  often  demanding  — 
role  carers  play.- and  wfll  help  them 
more. 

We  will  introduce  a  Respite  Care 
Programme.  This  will  enable  family 
members  with  heavy  responsibilities 
caring  for  a  relative  to  take  a  much 
needed  break.  We  will  also  offer  more 
practical  advice  for  carers  who  want  to 
go  back  to  paid  work.  But  in  some  cases, 
elderly  people  need  more  care  chan  their 
friends  or  relatives  can  provide.  Financ¬ 
ing  long  term  care  worries  many 
families.  We  will  create  an  imaginative, 
fair  partnership  between  individuals 
and  the  public  sector  to  resolve  this 
problem. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  next 
parliament  we  will  implement  our 
partnership  scheme  for  long  term  care, 
making  it  easier  for  people  to  afford  the 
cost  of  care  in  old  age  without  giving  up 
their  lifetime  savings. 

Good  preparation  for  marriage  can  be 
an  important  aid  to  a  successful  family, 
while  timely  help  in  meeting  difficulties 
can  often  avoid  family  breakdown. 
These  are  matters  far  voluntary  effort, 
not  the  state,  but  we  will  continue  to 
support  such  effort  We  need  to  make 
sure  efforts  to  help  struggling  families 
does  not  turn  into  unnecessary 
meddling.  .  .  , 

When  the  state  goes  too  far.  it  is  often 
the  children  who  suffer.  They  become 
victims  of  the  worst  sort  of  political 
correctness. 

We  will  introduce  tegislanan  to  re¬ 
move  unnecessary  barriers  to  adoption 
and  introduce  new  rules  to  make 
adoption  from  abroad  more  straight¬ 
forward.  . 

We  wfll  also  monitor  the  workings  of 
the  Children  Act,  and  act  if  necessary  to 
ensure  it  maintains  a  proper  balance 
between  the  rights  of  children  and  the 
responsibilities  of  adults. 

Social  Services  departments  are  now 
the  fourth  aim  of  the  welfare  state.  Mart 
people  wfll  need  them  at  same  point  m 
their  lives.  We  will  ensure  that  the 
Conservative  revolution  in  public  ser¬ 
vices  now  readies  Sodai  Services. 

DISABLED  PEOPLE 

We  have  quadrupled  real  spending  on 
long  term  sick  and  disabled  people  since 
1979.  to  E22  billion.  . 

Wfe  have  introduced  the  Disability 
Discrimination  Act  This  is  the  first 
legislation  of  its  kind  anywhere  m 
Europe  and  it  provides  positive  proof™ 
our  commitment  to  disabled  people.  We 
will  monitor  it  to  ensure  if  continues  to 
meet  its  objectives,  _  . 

We  are  also  providing  a  continuing 
fond  to .  support  the  most  severely 
disabled  people  to  stay  in  their  homes. 

SECURITY  IN  RETIREMENT 
Psxsfoners  continue  to  make  a  positive 


contribution  to  society  in  retirement. 
They  give  more  of  their  time,  in 
charitable  work  than  any  other  age 
group.  They  lilt  some  of  the  pressures  an 
their  own  families.  They  hdp  keep  our 
nation's  history  ami  traditions  alive. 

They  have  paid  their  National  In¬ 
surance  contributions  and  taxes  and 
rightly  expect  us  to  continue  to  protect 
the  value  of  the  basic  state  pension 
against  price  rises.  We  will  do  so.  We 
will  also  ensure  tint  less  well  off 
pensioners  continue  to  get  extra  help  on 
top  of  the  baric  pension. 

At  the  same  time  as  protecting  the 
slate  pension,  our  encouragement  of 
private  pensions  is  already  transform¬ 
ing  the  living  standards  of  pensioners. 
The  average  net  income  of  pensioners 
has  risen  by  60%  since  1979.  This  has 
been  achieved  by  our  encouragement  of 
saving  for  retirement. 

The  tax  system  must  help  pensioners 
who  have  saved.  Our  new  fowr  20p  rate 
on  income  from  savings  directly  helps 
L7  million  pensioners  and  the  special 
age  allowances  raise  the  point  at  which 
pensioners  start  to  pay  income  tax 

A  BETTER  SOCIAL 
SECURITY  SYSTEM 

People  in  need  can  rely  on  our  contin¬ 
uing  support.  And  to  ensure  that 
taxpayers  are  wilting  to  go  on  paying  for 
that  support,  we  have  shaped  a  social 
security  system  we  can  afford,  taking  a 
steadily  declining  share  of  our  national 
income.  We  are  doing  this  by  focusing 
benefits  on  those  most  in  need,  helping 
people  off  welfare  and  into  work,  and 
curbing  welfare  fraud.  These  policies 
are  underpinned  by  our  measures  to 
help  families  help  themselves. 

Social  Security  roust  be  there  to  help 
families,  pensioners  and  people  in  need. 
We  w ill  protect  the  value  of  Child  Benefit 
and  Family  Credit  which  help  with  the 
cost  of  bringing  up  children.  This  is  our 
Family  Benefits  Guarantee 

We  will  bring  the  structure  of  benefits 
for  lone  parents  into  tine  with  that  for 
two-parent  families.  We  will  continue  to 
help  lone  parents  obtain  maintenance, 
and  assist  with  childcare  in  work:  bath 
these  measures  help  lone  parents  obtain 
work.  We  will  pilot  our  “Parent  Plus" 
Scheme  that  gives  special  help  to  fane 
parents  who  want  to  work,  and  extend  it 
as  it  proves  successful. 

Soda!  Security  fraud  must  be 
stamped  out. 

We  will  intensify  our  current  initia¬ 
tives  of  inspections  and  checks  including 
more  home  visits,  to  crack  down  further 
on  benefit  (beats.  We  will  introduce 
benefit  cards  across  the  country.  We  wfll 
establish  a  Benefit  Fraud  Inspectorate  to 
monitor  local  authorities’  performance. 
We  wiQ  also  improve  the  sharing -of 
information  between  government 
departments  to  catch  more  fraudulent 
claims'. 

To  ensure  as  much  of  the  Social 
Security  budget  as  possible  goes  into 
benefits,  we  wili  continue  to  improve  the 
efficiency  of  administration,  using  the 
best  mix  of  public  and  private  sector 
operations. 

HOUSING 

Owning  one’s  own  home  is  an  aim 
shared  by  millions  of  people.  Over  the 
last  IS  years,  the  number  of  homeowners 
has  increased  by  4.7  million — including 
1.7  million  who  have  brought  their  home 
under  the  right  to  buy  scheme.  Over  the 
next  10  years,  we  expect  to  see  about  one 
and  a  half  million  people  buying  their 
own  homes  —  some  3.000  every  week. 
To  meet  that  demand,  we  will  continue 
to  allow  local  authority  and  housing 
association  tenants  to  buy  their  homes 
or  move  to  houses  which  they  buy. 

We  will  also  carry  through  our  draft 
Bill,  creating  the  option  for  those  buying 
flats  to  choose  a  new  form  of 
commonhold  ownership. 

For  those  who  wish  to  Tent  thrir  home, 
we  are  encouraging  a  thriving  private 
renral  market,  building  on  tire  success  of 
housing  investment  trusts  and  protect¬ 
ing  assured  tenancies. 

Easier  renting  wfll  help  us  meet  our 
target  of  reducing  the  proportion  of 
empty  homes  below  3%.  The  number  of 
empty  houses  has  fallen  in  each  of  the 
iasr  3  years.  Bur  nothing  is  more 
frustrating  for  people  who  need  social 
housing  chan  the  sight  of  a  suitable 
property  owned  by  the  public  sector 
lying  boarded  up  and  empty.  We  will 
stop  that. 

Public  landlords  will  have  to  sell 
houses  which  are  available  for  occupa¬ 
tion  yet  have  been  left  empty  without  a 
good  reason  for  more  than  12  months. 

Housing  associations  and  housing 
companies  will  continue  to  receive  help 
in  building  new  homes,  and  we  will 
encourage  more  public  —  private 
partnerships.  Together,  these  policies 
will  help  meet  die  demand  for  new 
public  housing  and  make  sure  that  there 
are  decent  homes  for  those  in  need. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  WOMEN 

Women  are  succeeding  in  Britain.  More 
women  have  jobs  in  Britain  than  in 
almost  any  other  European  country. 
Women  have  a  better  education,  more 
financial  independence  and  more 
opportunities  than  at  any  other  time  in 
Britain's  history. 

This  success  reflects  the  efforts  and 
determination  of  many  women.  Govern¬ 
ments  role  has  been  simpler  -  to  level  up 
the  playing  field,  whether  in  education, 
where  girls  are  now  doing  better  than 
boys,  or  in  the  workplace,  where 
opportunities  for  women  are  the  best  in 
Europe. 

But  we  know  our  job  is  not  yet  dope. 
Some  women  still  face  barriers  to  doing 
well.  Some  still  do  not  have  the  financial 
security  they  deserve.  And  crime,  and 
the  fear  of  crime:  often  affect  women 
more  than  men. 

We  will  ensure  women  have  equal 
opportunities  in  education  and  the 
workplace.  This  can  best  be  achieved  by 
keeping  our  economy  buoyant  and  our 
labour  markets  flexible.  And  our  pro¬ 
posals  to  bring  crime  rales  down  farther 
will  help  women  especially.  ■ 

But  many  women  —  and  some  men — 

job  an? family.  For  those  who  neeefor 
want  to  work,  we  will  seek  further  ways 
to  minimise  the  barriers  to  affordable, 
high  quality  childcare.  For  those  who 
wish  to  be  full-time  parents,  our  pro¬ 
posals  to  enable  them  to  transfer  their 
unused  personal  allowance  to  their 
spouse  Will  be  worth  up  to  an  extra 
£17.50  a  week. 

We  also  want  to  give  women  more 
financial  independence,  particularly 
when  they  retire.  We  propose,  as 
explained  elsewhere,  to  improve  flexibil¬ 
ity  in  saving  for  retirement  and  to  allow 
courts  to  split  pensions  on  divorce. 

LOOKING  outwards 

The  spread  of  share  ownership,  the 
transformation  of  pension  provision, 
and  the  sale  of  council  houses  are 
revolutionising  our  nation-  Personal 
prosperity  and  property  ownership  are 
not  selfish  or  inward-looking. 

People  who  are  secure  at  home  can 


‘We  will  set  targets 
to  ensure  that 
Britain  is  in  the  top 
league  in  the  world 
in  education’ 


look  out  for  others  in  their  community. 
Over  two  thirds  of  adults  engage  in 
some  form  of  voluntary  activity.  By  cbe 
end  of  1997  all  young  people  aged 
between  15  and  25  who  want  to  volunteer 
wfll  be  helped  to  find  an  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

We  wfll  encourage  voluntary  work  by 
others  firing  on  benefit  while  continuing 
to  insist  that  those  who  are  capable  of 
work  should  actively  seek  employment. 
We  will  also  develop  accreditation  for 
voluntary  work  to  encourage  employers 
to  see  it  as  preparation  for  a  paid  job. 

We  will  make  it  easier  for  those 
receiving  incapacity  benefit  to  volunteer 
by  removing  the  16  hour  weekly  limit  on 
their  voluntary  work. 

It  is  wrong  to  imagine  that  com¬ 
passion  must  be  nationalised  and  that 
we  can  only  help  our  fellow  man 
through  stale  action. 

4  EDUCATION  AND 
OPPORTUNITY 

All  children  dream  of  whai  they  might 
do  when  they  grow  Our  task  is  to  help 
them  turn  those  dreams  into  reality 
whatever  their  background  may  be.  It  is 
an  exciting  world,  fall  of  new  opportu¬ 
nities  for  inquiring  minds:  it  should  be 
open  to  every  child.  Their  future  -  and 
Britain's  prosperity  -  depends  on  the 
quality  of  their  education. 

OUR  EDUCATION  GUARANTEE 

A  good  education  is  die  birthright  of 
every  child.  Literacy  is  the  building 
block  of  all  Future  learning:  English  is 
die  global  language  of  commerce  and, 
much  more:  a  thing  of  beauty.  Without 
baric  science  and  mathematics,  die 
modern  world  is  incomprehensible. 
Every  child  therefore  must  be  taught  to 
read,  write  and  add  up  from  an  early 
age. 

Years  of  mistaken,  progressive  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  denied 
these  precious  skills  to  mo  many 
children.  We  have  worked  ceaselessly 
since  1979  to  put  that  right  Our  derision 
to  test  children  and  publish  the  results 
has  allowed  standards  to  be  measured 
and  exposed.  We  have  reformed  the 
curriculum,  toughened  inspections,  and 
given  more  information  and  power  to 
parents.  Our  many  excellent  teachers 
now  know  what  is  expected  of  them,  and 
already  standards  in  schools  are  rising. 
But  they  are  still  not  good  enough.  We 
must  do  more. 

Building  on  what  we  have  done,  we 
can  now  offer  a  new  pledge  to  parents  — 
a  guarantee  of  education  standards. 
First,  we  will  set  national  targets  for 
school  performance  that  reflect  our 
objective  of  ensuring  thai  Britain  is  in 
die  top  league  of  international  standards 
across  the  whole  spectrum  of  education. 

Second,  we  wall  require  eveiy  school  to 
plan  how  to  improve  its  performance, 
and  to  set  targets  which  relate  to  similar 
schools  and  national  standards. 

Third,  we  will  give  all  parents  full 
information  on  the  performance  of  their 
child’s  school. 

Fourth,  to  underwrite  our  pledge,  we 
wfll  ensure  action  is  taken  to  bring  any 
underperforming  school  up  to  the 
mark. 

We  wfll  meet  this  pledge  by  using  the 
full  set  oflevers  for  improved  standards 
that  we  have  put  in  place. 

We  are  revising  and  simplifying  the 
National  Curriculum  in  primary 
schools  to  emphasise  high  standards  in 
the  basic  skills. 

Parents  and  teachers  must  have  an 
overview  of  not  just  how  much  a  child 
has  ieamt  while  at  school,  but  how  the 
school  performs  against  others.  ■  Poor 
schooling  must  not  be  protected  by  a  veil 
of  secrecy.  Parent  power  is  a  vital  force 
for  higher  standards. 

Regular  tests  and  exams  are  essential 
if  teadiers  are  to  discover  how  much 
their  pupils  have  learnt,  and  parents  are 
to  know  bow  much  progress  their 
children  are  malting  against  national 
standards.  That  is  why  children  are 
already  being  tested  at  7,  II  and  i4.  We 
will  publish  all  school  test  results, 
including  the  results  of  tests  of  7  and  14 
year  olds. 

We  propose  also  to  assess  every  child 
at  fiv&  This  wiQ  give  teachers  and 
parents  a  benchmark,  against  which 
they  can  measure  future  progress.  To 
give  a  better  measure  of  pupils  perfor¬ 
mance.  marks  out  of  100  will  be  made 
available  to  parents  as  well  as  the  broad¬ 
brush  levels. 

We  will  also  introduce  a  new  test  for  14 
year  old  children  that  covers  the  whole 
National  Curriculum  —  assessing 
progress  before  they  choose  subjects  for 
GCSE. 

Tests  and  exams  need  to  be  rigorous 
and  demanding.  We  wfll  insist  that  they 
establish  children's  command  of  spell¬ 
ing,  punctuation,  and  grammar  in 
English  tests.  Children  wfll  sit 
arithmetic  tests  without  calculators.  We 

will  not  allow  such  extensive  use  of  open 
books  in  tests  and  in  GCSE  exams.  We 
will  establish  an  English  Language 
GCSE.  We  will  continue  to  uphold  the 
gold  standard  of  A  levels,  and  ensure 
that  the  great  classics  of  our  literature 
are  Studied  at  A  level  At  tire  same  time 
students  should  have  the  chance  to  study 
nrore  subjects  in  foe  sixth  form. 

Rigorous  tests  show  how  individual 
children  and  schools  are  performing 
and  expose  schools  that  are  not  giving 
children  the  education  they  deserve.  To 
underwrite  our  guarantee,  we  will  then 
take  action  to  improve  standards.  We 
cannot  tolerate  schools  that  fail  their 
pupils.  By  this  summer  every  secondary 
school  in  the  country  wifi  have  been 
inspected  by  independent  inspectors, 
and  by  summer  1998,  every  primary 
school  wfll  have  been  inspected  as  welL 
We  have  the  power  to  take  over  failing 
schools  directly  and  dose  them  if 
necessary.  We  will  now  go  further,  and 


require  every  school  to  set  and  publish 
regular  targets  and  plans  for  improving 
char  academic  results.  Independent 
inspectors  will  monitor  the  results  of 
weaker  schools  and  their  plans  For 
improvement  at  regular  intervals. 

Sometimes,  though,  schools  are  fail¬ 
ing  because  the  local  education  au¬ 
thority  which  runs  them  is  failing.  The 
authorities  with  the  worst  GCSE  results 
and  the  worst  results  at  Key  Stage  2  (II- 
year-olds)  are  run  by  Labour.  Those 
children  need  our  help. 

We  wQl  allow  for  an  independent 
inspection  of  education  authorities  and 
intervene  directly  to  raise  standards 
where  education  authorities  are  letting 
children  down. 

Flailing  authorities  will  be  required  to 
set  out  their  plans  to  raise  standards, 
and  work  with  education  teams  — 
directed  by  independent  inspectors  —  to 
implement  those  plans. 

The  vast  majority  of  teachers  do  an 
outstanding  job.  They  have  played  a  key 
part  in  implementing  the  reforms  that 
we  have  introduced.  A  few  though,  fail 
their  pupils. 

We  will  establish  a  more  rigorous  and 
effective  system  of  appraising  teadiers. 
which  reflects  how  wefl  their  pupils 
perform  in  tests  and  exams:  this  wfll 
identify  which  teachers  need  more  help 
and.  where  necessary,  which  teachers 
need  to  be  replaced. 

Many  feel  that  (he  professional  stand¬ 
ing  of  teachers  would  be  strengthened 
by  the  creation  of  a  single  body  which 
could  speak  with  authority  on  pro¬ 
fessional  standards.  We  will  amsalt 
with  teadiers  and  other  interested 
parties  about  the  passible  role  of  such  a 
body. 

The  school  should  be  a  place  of 
stability  and  stimulation  for  children, 
especially  if  they  come  from  a  hostile  or 
turbulent  environment  To  improve 
standards  in  future  our  new  teacher 
training  curriculum  will  stress  tra¬ 
ditional  teaching  methods  —  including 
whole  class  teaching  and  learning  to 
read  by  the  sounds  of  letters.  We  wfll 
also  encourage  more  teachers  to  enter 
the  profession  through  practical  train¬ 
ing  schemes  focused  on  classroom 
experience  such  as  die  Graduate 
Teacher  Scheme.  A  child  is  likely  to 
learn  more  in  a  well-ordered  schooL 
Teachers  must  have  die  powers  they 
need  to  maintain  discipline.  We  will  give 
teachers  greater  power  to  set  detentions 
to  exdude  disruptive  pupils  and  to  use 
reasonable  physical  restraint  where 
necessary. 

Schools  also  have  an  important  rote  to 
play  in  spiritual  and  moral  education. 
We  will  take  steps  to  ensure  that  every 
school  fulfils  its  role  of  providing 
religious  education  and  collective 
worship. 

CHOICE  AND  DIVERSITY 

When  we  came  to  power  in  1979  the 
schools  system  was  totally  dominated  by 
one  type  of  school  -  the  monolithic 
comprehensive.  The  system  failed  our 
difldren.  It  treated  every  child  the  same. 
It  told  parents  where  to  send  (heir 
children.  It  did  not  give  schools  the 
freedom  to  run  their  own  affairs. 

Since  1979  we  have  created  a  rich 
diversity  of  schools,  to  serve  the  varied 
talents  of  all  children  and  give  parents 
choice  within  that  diversity,  because  we 
believe  that  parents  know  what  is  best 
for  their  children. 

Thai  is  why  we  —  and  only  we  —  are 
committed  to  giving  the  parent  of  every 
four-year-old  child  a  voucher  for  nurs¬ 
ery  education  so  they  can  choose  the  pre¬ 
school  education  they  want  for  their 
child,  whether  in  a  play-group,  a 
reception  class,  or  a  nursery  school  in 
the  private  or  state  sector. 

We  wiQ  give  more  talented  children, 
from  less  well-off  backgrounds,  the 
opportunity  to  go  to  fee-paying  schools 
by  expanding  the  Assisted  Places 
Scheme  to  cover  all  ages  of  compulsory 
education,  in .  line  with  our  current 
spending  plans.  We  propose  to  develop 
it  farther  into  a  wider  scholarship 
scheme  covering  additional  educational 
opportunities.  The  freedoms  and  status 
of  fee-paying  schools  will  be  protected. 

Grant-maintained  schools  have  been 
popular  with  parents  across  the  country 
-  whatever  their  politics.  We  will 
encourage  more  schools  to  become 
grant-  maintained  and  will  allow  new 
grant-maintained  schools  to  be  set  up 
where  there  is  sufficient  local  demand. 
We  will  give  all  grant-maintained 
schools  greater  freedoms  to  expand  and 
to  select  their  pupils. 

Gram-main  tamed  schools  are  leading 
the  way.  Local  authority  schools  are  also 
benefiting  from  our  policy  of  local 
management  of  schools.  Our  ultimate 
objective  is  that  all  schools  should  take 
full  responsibility  for  the  management 
of  their  own  affairs.  In  die  next 
parliament  we  will  take  another  step 
towards  giving  them  that  freedom. 

We  wfli  extend  the  benefits  of  greater 
seif-governance  to  all  LEA  schools.  We 
win  require  local  authorities  to  delegate 
more  of  schools™  budgets  to  the  schools 
themselves.  We  will  give  them  more 
freedom  ovct  the  employment  of  their 
staff  and  over,  admissions.  And,  where 
they  want  it.  we  wfll  allow  them  to  take 
over  ownership  of  their  assets,  so  they 
can  make  best  use  of  the  resources. 

Local  authorities  will  continue  to  be 
responsible  for,  their  schools™  stan¬ 
dards.  They  will  provide  funds,  and 
compete  with  other  organisations  to 
provide  services  to  schools.  We  would 
expect  the  increased  responsibility  of 
head-teachers,  and  their  role  in  achiev¬ 
ing  efficiency-savings,  id  be  recognised 
by  their  pay  review  body. 

Schools  are  stronger  and  more  eff¬ 
ective  where  head-teachers  and  gov¬ 
ernors  can  shape  their  own  distinctive 
character.  Sometimes  that  means 
developing  a  speciality  in  some  subjects. 


Sometimes  it  means  selecting  children 
by  their  aptitudes:  where  parents  want 
this  we  should  nor  stand  in  their  way. 
S pedal  abilities  should  be  recognised 
and  encouraged. 

We  will  continue  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  more  specialist  schools 
in  technology,  arts,  languages  and  sport. 
We  aim  to  help  one  in  five  schools 
become  specialist  schools  by  2001. 

We  will  allow  all  schools  to  select 
some  of  their  pupils. 

We  will  help  schools  to  become 
grammar  schools  in  every  major  town 
where  parents  want  that  choice. 

The  high  standards,  real  choice  and 
genuine  diversity  which  we  have  intro¬ 
duced  will  produce  the  best  results  for 
all  our  children. 

LIFETIME  LEARNING 
Lifetime  learning  is  a  reality  in  Britain 
today.  Over  a  half  of  all  students  in 
universities,  and  seventy  per  cent  of 
those  in  further  education  colleges,  are 
adults  who  have  returned  to  education 
later  in  life.  We  will  continue  to  create 
new  opportunities  for  more  people  to 
participate. 

There  has  been  a  revolution  in  further 
and  higher  education.  Three  and  a  half 
million  people  are  in  further  education  - 
up  from  just  half  a  million  in  1979.  The 
number  of  young  people  going  to 
university  has  risen  from  one  in  eight  to 
one  in  three  over  the  same  period. 

We  will  ensure  consistently  high 
standards  and  will  consult  on  die 
development  of  higher  education  when 
we  receive  the  results  of  the  Dearing 
Review.  We  have  world  class  research  in 
British  universities  which  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  support 

Every  young  person  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  continue  in  education  or 
training. 

We  will  give  students  between  14  and 
21  a  learning  credit  which  will  enable 
them  to  choose  suitable  education  or 
training  leading  to  recognised  qualifica¬ 
tions  up  to  A  levels  or  their  equivalents. 

We  wfl]  also  introduce  National 
Traineeships  and  encourage  employers 
to  offer  more  work-based  Modem 
Apprenticeships  to  young  people.  Objec¬ 
tive  external  assessments  of  a  proper 
syllabus  will  be  made  a  part  of  all 
National  Vocational  Qualifications. 

We  will  continue  to  support  the 
network  of  Training  and  Enterprise 
Councils,  which  have  created  a  valuable 
partnership  between  business  and  gov¬ 
ernment  We  will  encourage  more 
employers  to  become  involved  in  “Inves¬ 
tors  in  People'’,  with  the  public  sector 
matching  die  performance  of  the  private 
sector. 

Competitive  markets  demand  high 
skills,  if  Britain  is  to  win,  we  need  to 
encourage  teaming  and  give  people  the 
opportunity  to  go  where  their  interests 
and  inquiring  minds  take  them. 


HEALTH  AND 
PUBLIC  SERVICES 


OUR  RECORD 

■  Government  spending  has  con¬ 
centrated  on  priorities,  not  wasteful 
bureaucracy  and  overmanning.  Despite 
tough  overall  spending  plans,  real 
spending  on  the  National  Health 
Service  has  risen  nearly  75  per  cent 
since  1979.  on  schools  by  50  per  cent  and 
on  the  police  by  more  than  100  per  cent. 
■The  health  service  is  treating  over 
one  million  more  patients  each  year 
than  before  our  reforms. 

■  The  number  of  people  wailing  over 
12  months  for  hospital  treatment  has 
fallen  from  over  200.000  in  1990  to 
22.000  last  year.  The  average  wait  has 
fallen  from  nearly  nine  months  to  four 
months. 

■  The  Government  has  set  up  the 
Citizen's  Charter  fa  provide  first-doss 
public  services  for  all  citizens.  Nearly 
MO  organisations  have  received  a 
Charter  Mark  for  meeting  demanding 
standards  of  performance,  customer- 
satisfaction  and  value  for  money. 

■  There  are  now  55,000  more  nurses 
and  mid-wives  and  222100  more  doctors 
and  dentists  than  in  1979.  For  eveiy 
senior  NHS  manager,  77  people  are 
providing  direct  patient  care. 

■  Nunes  average  earnings  have 
grown  70  per  cent  in  real  terms:  from 
£68  a  week  in  1979  to  £325  in  1995. 
Doctors  pay  has  risen  by  a  third.  Under 
Labour  both  were  cut. 

■  Infant  mortality  has  fallen  from  13 2 
to  6J  per  thousand  over  the  last  18 
years. 

■  Deaths  through  road  accidents  are 
now  the  lowest  since  records  began  in 
192ft.  Since  1979  road  deaths  have  fallen 
by  43  per  cent  and  serious  casualties 
have  fallen  by  43  per  cent  despite  an  S5 
per  cent  increase  in  motor  traffic.  The 
Government  Ins  invested  record 
amounts  on  transport  —  more  than  £26 
billion  since  1979  in  investment  on 
motorways  and  trunk  roads:  £16  billion 
on  railways:  and  over  £8  billion  on 
Lend  on  Transport. 

■  Privatisation  is  delivering  better 
services  at  lower  costs.  BTs  main  prices 
are  down  by  more  than  40  per  cent  real 
terms.  Average  household  bills  for  gas 
and  electricity  have  also  fallen  in  real 

terms  since  199a 

5  SECURITY  IN  HEALTH 

We  have  been  the  guardians  of  the  NHS 
for  most  of  its  life,  improving  Its  services 
and  securing  its  funding.  The  benefits 
can  be  seen  in  our  rising  standards  of 
health,  1993  was  for  example  the  first 
year  in  which  no  child  in  this  country 
died  of  measles.  Between  1979  and  1995 
life  expectancy  at  birth  in  England  has 
increased  from  70.4  years  to  743  years 
for  men  and  from  76.4  years  to  79.6 
years  for  women.  We  are  getting 


healthier  and  we  2re  better  looked  after 
when  we  are  sick, 

GROWING  RESOURCES  FORA 
MODERN  HEALTH  SERVILE 

This  progress  has  been  possible  beaus? 
we  hate  increased  spending  since  l  •  i 
bv  70  per  cent  more  than  inflation,  m 
nearly  E45  billion.  And  we  are  nut 
stopping  there.  The  next  Conservative 
government  will  honour  a  unique 
guarantee  to  the  NHS.  We  will  continue, 
year  by  jear.  to  increase  the  real 
resources  committed  to  die  NHS.  so 
NHS  spending  will  continue  to  share  in 
a  growing  economw 

Under  Labour  there  have  been  years 
when  resources  for  the  NHS  acmaffy 
shrank  —  something  that  would  w 
inconceivable  with  the  Conservatives. 

Money  is  only  really  a  means  to  an 
end:  better  patient  care.  Now  we  are 
treating  9.2  million  hospital  inpatients 
and  day  cases  as  against  0.9  million  in 
1992  arid  5.1  million  in  1979. 

INVESTING  IN  SKILLED  STAFF 

We  are  committed  to  expanding  the 
medical  staff  of  the  NHS.  We  shall 
therefore  increase  medical  school  in¬ 
takes  to  5.000  a  vear  by  the  year  2000 
and  are  ahead  of  schedule  in  reaching 
the  target-  J  .  .  . 

Good  nursing  is  the  bedrock  ot  tne 
NHS.  In  particular  we  will  increase  the 
number  of  nurses  with  specialist 
qualifications  in  paediatric  intensive 
care,  emergency  care,  and  cancer  care. 
The  number  of  nurses  qualifying  each 
year  will  increase  in  each  of  the  next  five 
years  as  we  continue  to  expand  Project 
2000  training. 

HIGHER  STANDARDS  OF  SERVICE 

We  are  tackling  the  problem  of  long 
waiting  times  which  can  cause  so  much 
worry,  distress,  and  pain.  We  have  set 
tough  targets  under  the  Patient's  Char¬ 
ter  and  as  a  result  average  waiting  times 
for  inpatient  hospital  treatments  have 
fallen  from  more  than  six  months  five 
years  ago  to  four  months  last  year. 

Patients  no  longer  put  up  with  being 
kepi  in  ignorance.  They  want  to  know 
more.  We  will  publish  more  information 
on  how  successfully  hospitals  are  treat¬ 
ing  patients  so  that  they  and  their  GPs 
can  make  more  informed  choices  be¬ 
tween  services  in  different  hospitals  and 
help  stimulate  better  performance. 

BETTER  PRIMARY  CARE 

Our  vision  of  the  NHS  is  one  in  which 
hospitals  and  family  doctors  gain 
greater  power  to  run  their  own  affairs. 
That  is  why  we  will  continue  to 
encourage  die  spread  of  fundholding 
among  GPs.  Labour  by  contrast  would 
destroy  the  new  freedoms  that 
fundholding  doctors  enjoy  by  imposing 
a  new  layer  of  bureaucracy  on  top  of 
them. 

However,  we  do  not  want  the  benefits 
of  better  healthcare  to  be  confined  to 
patients  of  GP  fundholders.  Our  pro¬ 
posals  to  shift  more  healthcare  towards 
ramify  doctors  are  open  to  all. 

We  shall  implement  the  new  Primaiy 
Care  Act  which  will  enable  all  family 
doctors  to  provide  a  bmader  range  of 
patient  services  within  their  surgeries. 
This  will  include  “super  surgeries’*  and 
practice-based  cottage  hospitals  that  can 
offer  faster  and  more  local  treatment. 
We  expea  to  see  die  number  of  nurses 
working  in  GP  practices  continue  to 
grow,  as  will  the  number  of  GPs.  We 
wfll  extend  nationwide  our  plans  to 
enable  more  nurses  to  prescribe  a  wider 
range  of  drugs  for  patients,  recognising 
their  contribution  to  primary  care. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

The  last  decade  has  also  seen  major 
changes  to  the  care  of  mentally  ill 
people.  We  will  continue  to  develop  a  fall 
range  of  services  —  including  24-hour 
nursed  hostels  and  secure  units  —  that 
can  care  for  them  in  a  way  which  is  most 
appropriate  to  them  and  the  interests  of 
the  wider  community. 

We  will  not  close  any  long-stay  mental 
hospitals  unless  H  can  be  shown  that 
adequate  cane  services  exist  in  the 
community.  We  will  strengthen  co¬ 
operation  between  health  and  social 
services  in  the  delivery  of  mental  health 
services.  Our  recent  Green  Paper 
showed  how  this  can  be  done.  And  we 
will  monitor  the  progress  of  Health 
Authorities  in  developing  proper  mental 
health  care  plans. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  NATION 

A  modem  health  service  is  not  just  about 
treating  illness,  it  is  also  about  keeping 
people  healthy.  This  is  why  we  launched 
the  Health  of  the  Nation  strategy  in  1992 
.  —  the  first  time  England  has  had  a 
strategy  for  health.  Its  aim  is  to  reduce 
illness  and  premature  death  fay  identify¬ 
ing  common  causes  of  ill  health,  like 
excessive  smoking  and  obesity.  Dif¬ 
ferent  groups  in  and  outside  the  health 
service  then  work  together  to  tackle  the 

problems. 

We  are  already  seeing  progress. 
Between  1990  and  1994.  deaths  from 
coronary  heart  disease  among  the  over 
65s.  the  suicide  rate,  and  the  number  of 
teenage  pregnancies  fell  substantially. 
And  last  year  we  announced  that 
environmental  targets  would  be  added 
to  Health  of  the  Nation. 

Improved  general  health  means  fewer 
people  requiring  attention  in  hospitals 
and  GP  surgeries  —  and  more  resources 
to  be  spent  ot  helping  patients.  Our 
Health  of  the  Nation  strategy  is  a  vital 
part  of  our  vision  of  creating  a  health 
service  fit  for  the  21st  century. 

A  MODERN  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Healthcare  is  changing  fast.  Modem 
technology  is  constantly  increasing  the 

range  of  treatments  which  are  available. 
Conservatives  believe  that  the  benefits  of 
these  advances  should  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  patients  on  the  basis  of  their 
dinicti  need,  without  regard  to  their 
ability  to  pay. 

Furthermore  we  also  believe  that  the 
NHS  must  have  access  to  sufficient 
resources  to  allow  jr  to  invest  in  the 
facilities  required  to  deliver  up-to-date 
healthcare.  Since  1979  capita]  invest- 
moit  in  the  NHS  has  proceeded  at  an 
unprecedented  rate.  In  the  future  we 
believe  these  requirements  will  be  best 
met  in  a  partnership  with  the  private 
sector  which  allows  foe  private  sector  to 
improve  the  facilities  in  which  NHS 
healthcare  is  delivered.  We  wfll  promote 
the  Private  Finance  Initiative  which  wfll 
unleash  a  new  flow  of  investment  fands 
mm  the  modernisation  of  foe  NHS. 

The  NHS  is  a  British  success  story.  It 
commands  universal  support  in  Britain. 
It  is  widely  admired  all  over  the  world. 
Conservatives  are  proud  of  foe  part  we 
playing  in  improving  it  still  farther. 

6  BETTER  PUBUC  SERVICES 

The  public  sector  fa  being  transformed 
the  world  over.  Britain  is  in  the 
vanguard.  Everyone  else  wants  to  team 
from  our  vision  of  a  smaller  state  doing 


fewer  things  and  doing  them  better.  Old-  . 
style  public  services  were  centrally  ' 
planned  with  little  information  or  dunce ; 
for  foe  public  who  used  the  service.  Our  - ; 
reforms  have  made  these  services  more  • 
responsive  to  the  public  by  breaking  up 
cumbersome  bureaucratic  structures 
and  shifting  power  to  small  responsive 
local  institutions  and  the  people  who  .! 
work  in  them.  The  schools,  hospitals 
and  police  have  all  been  transformed  fa  , 
this  way.  We  support  the  people  who  do, 
not  the  people  who  plan. 

In  order  to  get  better  standards  we  are 
liberating  services  from  centralised  con- : 
rrol  over  capital.  We  will  push  forward 
our  Private  Finance  Initiative  to  break 
down  these  old  barriers. 

We  have  made  public  services  genu¬ 
inely  accountable,  with  useful  informa¬ 
tion  and  real  choices  for  the  people  who 
use  them.  We  set  tough  standards  and 
they  will  get  tougher.  The  Citizen^  '■ 
Cliarter  has  raised  standards  of  cus¬ 
tomer  service.  When  these  high  start--" 
dards  are  reached  we  recognise  and 
reward  excellence  through  our  Charter  ■ 
Mark  initiative.  There  are  now  647  ; 
Chanermarks  and  we  will  aim  for  more 
than  2.000  Chanermarks  by  the  year  ■' 
2000.  We  will  require  all  government 
agencies  to  apply  for  Charter-marks. 

The  days  of  the  bureaucratic 

papercftase'are  behind  its.  The  future  fa 
'government  direct”.  We  wfll  harness  ' 
the  iarest  information  technology  to  • 
place  the  public  sector  directly  at  the 
service  of  the  dozen.  F^ople  will  be  able  ’ 
to  use  simple  computer  terminals  to. 
enter  information  directly.  This  will 
transform  time-consuming  transactions 
like  completing  a  tax  return  or  register-,.'; 
ing  a  new  business. 

PRIVATISATION  AND 
COMPETITION 

In  20  years,  privatisation  has  gone  from' 
the  dream  of  a  few  Conservative 
visionaries  to  the  big  idea  which  is 
transforming  decaying  public  sector 
industries  in  almost  every  country  in  the 
world.  Britain  has  led  the  way  with  this 
new  industrial  revolution:  we  can  be  - 
proud  of  what  we  have  achieved.  . 

In  1979  the  Government  inherited  a !' 
range  of  businesses  which  had  come  into  • 
the  public  sector  far  different  reasons. 
Many  were  known  for  their  poor 
standards  of  service,  and  most  were 
making  large  losses. 

Over  the  past  18  years  that  situation 
has  changed  substantially.  Privatisation 
has  enhanced  productivity,  improved 
customer  services,  raised  safety  and  en¬ 
vironmental  standards  and  substan¬ 
tially  reduced  prices.  Telephone,  gas 
and  electricity  bills  to  foe  customer  have  - 
fallen  as  never  before.  Telephone  wail¬ 
ing  lists  are  unknown,  and  water,  gas 
and  electricity  disconnections  have  fa-  j 
lien  dramatically.  Nearly  £40  billion  in 
private-sector  funding  has  been  comm-'- 
itted  to  a  major  investment  programme 
to  meet  higher  quality  water  standards.  . 
We  can  now  look  forward  to  water  prices 
falling  over  foe  years  ahead. 

Service  standards  have  improved 
substantially.  Before  privatisation  pub¬ 
lished  service  standards  did  not  exist. 
Now  industry  regulators  monitor  legal'1 
requirements  to  provide  quality  services  - 
in  a  competitive  environment.  Refunds 
may  be  made  when  performance  stan¬ 
dards  are  not  met 

Privatisation  has  benefited  —  and  will  • 
continue  to  benefit  —  consumers.  • 
shareholders,  employees,  and  tax¬ 
payers.  In  1979  foe  then-nationalised’ 
industries  required  a  £50-miIfion  per  . 
week  subsidy  from  foe  taxpayer.  Iti  1996  ’ : 
those  now  privatised  companies  paid  ■ 
taxes  of  £60  million  per  weefc. 

We  will  ensure  private  ownership, 
competition  and  regulation  continue  to  •" 
deliver  lower  prices  and  better  services  " 
for  consumers. 

We  will  extend  competition  for  domes¬ 
tic  gas  users,  and  introduce  competition  - 
in  foe  water  industry,  starting  with  large 
users. 

The  Post  Office  occupies  an  important 
part  in  national  life,  it  comprises' : 
Counter  Services,  the  Royal  Mail  and 
Parcel  force.  The  network  of  sub-post 
offices  is  vital  and  most  are  already  run 
as  private  businesses.  The  Royal  Mail 
provides  a  universal  service  at  a 
standard  price  in  every  pari  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  No  one  can  imagine  a 
stamp  that  does  not  bear  foe  Queen'S  ■ 
head.  These  characteristics  must  con¬ 
tinue,  but  reforms  are  needed  to  allow 
foe  services  to  develop.  The  Royal  Mail  ■ 
must  Tace  up  to  the  challenges  and- 
opportunities  that  are  arising - 
from  increasing  competition  and 
the  international  liberalisation  of 
services. 

We  will  guarantee  to  preserve  the  ' 
national  identity,  universal  service  and: 
distinctive  characteristics  of  foe  Royal 
Mail,  while  considering  options  — 
including  different  forms  of  privatisa¬ 
tion  —  to  introduce  private  capital  and 
management  skills  into  its  operations. 

We  wfll  transfer  Parcelforce  to  the 
private  sector  whilst  ensuring  that  every- 
post  office  in  the  land  continues  to 
provide  a  full  parcel  service  at  an 
economical  price. 

Privatisation  works.  We  will  therefore 
pan  tin  ue  to  pass  government  activities* 
into  private  ownership  where  tiffs  can;r 
bring  benefits  to  consumers  and  tax-* 
payers.  .'  ^ 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  '■} 

We  are  developing  a  new  vision  for  local.?, 
government. 

We  believe  local  government  should, 
fake  a  lead  in  foe  planning  and  , 
development  of  their  communities.  To 
achieve  that,  we  have  encouraged  them,’, 
to  work  in  partnership  with  central  ft 
government,  with  private  enterprise,,, 
and  other  organisations  in  their  com-^ 
munity.The  impact  of  local  government”' 
fa  multiplied  when  they  work  in  this 
way. 

To  encourage  this  partnership,  we 
have  developed  foe  new  approach  of" 
Challenge  Funding.  Weset  up  a  fund  to  - 
meet  a  particular  objective  and  then 
invite  compering  bids  for  the  money.  ,■ 
Those  who  form  effective  partnerships. . 
are  far  more  likely  to  win  those  bids.  The  V 
Single  Regeneration  Budget  Fund,  for' t 
example,  has  stimulated  many  working 
partnerships  that  are  bringing  new  life  ." 
fo  their  communities.  This  innovation,^ 
has  the  potential  to  transform  the  .' 
financing  of  foe  public  sector.  • 

We  will  push  Challenge  Funding .! 
further  to  reward  effective  local  govern- - 
menL  In  addition,  we  are  encouraging,,, 
higher  standards  and  more  cost -effective 
provision  of  local  services.  Local 
authorities  can  enable  things  to  happen 
rather  than  necessarily  running  them-  » 

selves.  They  must  look  after  the  interests  _ 
of  users  of  their  services  —  and  that  is*| 
often  best  done  by  being  a  purchases’.- ■; 
not  an  employer. 

Standards  of  service  are  rising  in£ 
many  local  authorities.  There 
however,  still  great  disparities  between?, 
the  best  and  worst  performers,  as  the.,; 
Audit  Commission  shows  to  their  ;. 
thought-provoking  reports.  We  will  keep..", 
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STRIKES  IN  ESSE^lAL  SERVICES 

Industrial  relations  in  this  country  have 
befit  transformed,  nsofar  as  there  is  a 
Still  a  problem  it  is  mb  centra  led  in  a  few 
essential  services  \*here  the  public  has 
no  raiy  alternative  ihd  strikers  are  able 
to  impose  massive  costs  and  inconve¬ 
nience  out  of  all  predortion  to  the  issues. 
We  win  protect  ord  alary  members  of  the 
public  from  this  arose  of  power. 

We  .  will  legislate  to  remove  legal 
immunity  from  mistrial  action  which 
has  disproportioiup  or  excessive  effect. 
Members  of  the  wblic  and  employers 
will  be  able  to  reek  injunctions  to 
prevent  industrial  action  in  these 
circumstances.  Aw  strike  action  wDl 
also  have  to  approved  by  a  majority  of 
all  members  eligifle  to  vore  and  ballots 
will  have  to  be  repeated  at  regular 
intervals  if  negotiations  are  extended. 
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TRANSPORT 
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int  to  draw  in  private 
modernise  London 
Underground  and  improve  services  to 
passengers. 

(ring  forward  plans  to 
Underground.  Pro- 
vatisation  will  be  recycled 
I  modernise  the  network 
—  creating  an  under- 
i  to  serve  the  capital  in  the 
Ve  wiJ]  regulate  hires  so 
they  rise  by  ib  more  than  inflation  for  at 
least  four  y  its  after  privatisation-  We 
will  also  pro  xt  services  —  including  the 
Travel  Card  ind  concessionary  fares. 

After  com  leiing  the  modernisation  of 
the  network  the  majority  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  surphisjfrom  privatisation  will  be 
additional  support  for 
ilvestment  m  London  and 
|  ibe  country. 

ftdnue  to  encourage  public 
i  particular,  we  will  use  the 
_  for  local  authorities  to 
elopments  which  make  it 
fer  from  rail  to  bus. 
t  the  needs  of  road  users, 
intinue  to  work  with  the 
jflor  to  sustain,  our  -road- 
ifd  maintenance  programme, 
the  Private  -finance 
Initiative  4e  private  sector  is  contribut¬ 
ing  some,  El  billion  to  investment  in 
roads  and  ichieving  significant  savings 
in  constru  ion  costs. 

We  will  Iso  tackle  road  congestion  by 

m trod ucit  new  regional  traffic  control 
centres,  b;  extending  the  use  of  variable 
speed  lint and  by  ensuring  that  local 
authoritieJhave  the  necessary  powers  to 
act.  We  wil  promote  a  cleaner  environ¬ 
ment  by  I  supporting  a  Europe-wide 
reduction]  in  vehicle  emissions,  and 
encourag  g  the  manufacture  of  more 
fud-L-ffidi  it  vehides. 

We  wf  continue  to  build  on  our 
record  of  improving  safety  on  roll-on 
roll-off  fe  ries  and  cargo  ships  through 
higher  s  nda/ds  of  survivability  and 
the  meas  res  m  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act 

We  wil  continue  to  make  it  easier  for 
people  to  ravel  by  air.  Already  over  the 
last  file  i  ars  opening  up  the  market  in 
Europe  fas  led  to  more  services  and 
lower  fetes.  We  will  bufld  on  that 
success  it  negotiations  with  the  United 
Slates  at  1  other  countries.  We  will  also 
continue  lo  encourage  the  development 
of  regior  ti  airports  offering  new  direct 
services  lo  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the 
same  wt  r  that  we  have  already  opened 
up  new  L-gional  links  writh  Europe  and 
the  Unit  d  States.  We  will  privatise  the 
Manana  Air  Traffic  System  because  it 
will  be  run  better  in  the  private 
sector.  - 

Corap  tition  and  enterprise  are  me 
best  wit  to  improve  our  transport 
system. 


SAFE  AND 
C  IVIL  SOCIETY 


Jecord 

ng  on  the  police  has  doubted 
9  after  allowing  for  inflation. 
:  now  about  16.000  more  police 
officers  than  when  w  took  office.  1360 
more  constables  have  been  recruited 
Since  the  Iasi  efcction  and  theGcvern- 
meirt  ii  giving  Chief  Officers  the 
resources  to  recruit  5.000  extra  police 
constables  over  he  next  three  years. 

■  Recraded  trine  has  dropped  m  each 
of  the  last  four  years.  It  is  now  over  10 
per  corf  down  on  1992  levels  -  more 
than  half  a  miilkn  fewer  offences  -the 
Wggest  drop  sin*  records  were  first 

■mere  are  now  153.000  neighbour¬ 
hood  watch  schenes  •« J*fu£I!I,d 
Wales  -  38.000  none  than  In  1992  ~ 
covering  S3  mDlwn  homes.  We  have 
hdpednmd  over 4.000  dosedtutwi 
TV  schemes  aver  tie  last  two  years  for 

additional  security.  ,  . 

■  Our  national  D'4A  database  -  the 

firet  in  the  world  -  now  has  owr 
lliooo  samples  or  it  1300  matches 
lttve  so  far  been  male  between  suspects 
and  crime  stains.  _ ■  .  th_ 

■  The  Government  has  increased  the 
marimum  penalty  hr  taking  a  gun  a 
crime  and  for  atienpted  rape  to  ufc 
imprisonment.  Since  1985  the  average 
sentence  for  violence  igaiiwl  the  P*nwj 
has  risen  by  a  thiri  and  for  se 
offences  by  nearly  40  xr  cffJt- 

■  Then  timer  of  cars  stolen  has  fallen 
by  nearly  20  per  cem  in  the  I®51  'Dur 
years  —that  is  about  IKX000  fewer  cars 

stolen.- 

■  We  have  built  22  iW 

I9HL  'Slopping  out  las  ended. 

prisoners  now'  steep.*"*  10 

designed  for  one.  Prisui  escape  1 
fallen  W  80  per  cent  since  the  last 
election.  ‘ 

■Mandatory  drug  teting  has  been 


introduced  throughout  the  Prison  Ser¬ 
vice.  Home  leave  has  been  cm  hack  — 
down  half  in  two  years. 

■  We  have  made  witness  intimhlatiun 
a  crime.  500  people  were  charged  with 
that  offence  In  1995  alone. 

■  We  have  stepped  up  the  Gght  against 
drugs  and  organised  crime,  giving  the 
Security  Service  powers  to  support  the 
police  and  Customs  and  Excise  in 
tracking  down  the  serious  criminals. 

7  LAW.  ORDER  AND  SECURITY 

People  have  a  right  ro  sleep  safely  in 
their  homes  and  walk  safely  on  the 
streets.  Governments  have  a  duty  to 
maintain  that  security. 

Our  reforms  are  aimed  at  ensuring 
that  crime  does  not  pay.  And  they  are 
waking  —  the  pessimists  and  the 
scoffers  are  wrong.  Recorded  crime  has 
fallen  every  year  for  the  last  fouryears. 
It  is  now  10  per  cent  lower  than  it  was  in 

1992.  That  is  over  half  a  million  fewer 
cranes  —  the  biggest  drop  since  records 
were  first  kept  in  the  middle  of  the  19th 
century. 

But  crime  is  still  too  high.  We  must  do 

more.  Our  aim  is  to  keep  crime  falling 
over  the  lifetime  of  the  next  parliament. 
This  is  what  we  will  do. 

SAFER  COMMUNITIES 

Anti-social  behaviour  and  petty  crime 
disrupt  communities  and  spread  human 
misery.  The  police  are  rightly  now 
vigorously  tackling  problems  such  as 
graffiti,  vandalism  and  drunkenness. 
Where  such  behaviour  goes  unchecked 
more  serious  crimes  will  follow. 

We  will  support  chief  constables  who 
develop  focal  schemes  to  crack  down  on 
petty  crime  and  improve  public  order. 

Closed-circuit  television  has  proved 
enormously  successful  in  increasing 
public  safety. 

We  will  fulfil  the  Prime  Minister’s 
pledge  to  support  the  installation  of 
lO.tXX)  CCTV  cameras  in  town  centres 
and  public  places  in  the  3  years  to  !9Qq. 
We  will  provide  £75  million  over  the 
lifetime  of  the  next  parliament  to 
continue  extending  CCTV  to  town 
centres,  villages  and  housing  estates  up 
and  down  the  country  that  want  to  bid 
for  support. 

We  will  also  continue  to  lake  on(?r 
steps  to  improve  the  safety  of  our  streets 
and  communities.  In  this  parliament  we 
have  given  the  police  power  lo  seize 
alcohol  from  under  ISs  caught  drinking 
in  public.  The  police  have  been  given  the 
power  to  stop  and  search  in  a  specified 
area  for  up  to  48  hours  if  tliey  reasonably 
believe  people  to  be  carrying  knives. 

Identity  cards  can  also  make  a 
contribution  to  safer  communities. 

We  will  introduce  a  voluntary  identity 
card  scheme 

based  on  the  new'  photographic  driv¬ 
ing  licence.  It  will,  for  example,  enable 
retailers  to  identify  youngsters  trying  to 
buy  alcohol  and  cigarettes  or  rent 
classified  videos  when  they  are  under 
age. 

TACKLING  JUVENILE  CRIME 

A  fifth  of  all  crime  is  committed  by 
under-18s.  We  are  encouraging  schools 
to  reduce  truancy  through  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  league  tables  and  by  supporting 
local  projects  lo  tackle  the  problem.  We 
are  developing  a  network  of  local  teams 
to  identify  children  who  are  at  risk  of 
aiming  to  crime  and  to  take  early  steps 
to  address  the  factors  which  put  them  at 
risk.  ' 

We  will  encourage;  these  local  child 
crime  teams' to  refer  children  from 
primary  school  age  upwards  who  are  at 
risk  of.  or  actually,  offending  to  pro¬ 
grammes  to  tackle  their  behaviour  and 
folly  involve  their  parents. 

The  courts  would  be  able  to  impose  an 
order  —  a  Parental  Control  Order  —  on 
the  parents  of  children  whom  they 
believed  could  keep  control  of  their 
children  but  were  refusing  to  do  so. 

Courts  will  be  given  the  power  to 
attach  conditions  to  Parental  Control 
Orders.  Conditions  might  include  a 
requirement  to  keep  their  children  in  at 
night,  taking  their  children  to  and  from 
school,  attending  a  drug  rehabilitation 
clinic  or  going  ro  sessions  to  improve 
their  skills  as  parents.  Parents  who 
breached  these  conditions  —  in  defiance 
of  the  court  —  would  face  a  range  of 
possible  sanctions. 

Appearing  before  a  youth  coon 
should  be  a  daunting  experience  for  die 
juvenile  concerned.  All  too  often  if  is  not 
At  the  moment  about  a  third  of  all 
juveniles  appearing  before  the  youth 
courts  are  discharged  without  any 
punishment  at  all.  This  sends  all  the 
wrong  signals  lo  youngsters  —  particu¬ 
larly  first-time  offenders  —  who  then  feel 
they  can  get  away  with  crime. 

We  wiU  give  the  courts  the  power  to 
impose  speedy  sanctions  on  youngsters, 
involving  wherever  possible  an  element 
of  reparation  to  the  victim.  The  proba¬ 
tion  service  —  rather  than  social  services 
—  will  be  responsible  for  enforcing 
community  punishments  for  under-lbs. 

Persistent  juvenile  offenders  need  to 
be  properly  punished.  We  are  piloting  a 
tough  new  regime,  with  a  heavy 
emphasis  on  discipline,  at  a  young 
offender  institution  and  at  the  military 
prison  in  Colchester.  In  1994  we  doubled 
the  maximum  sentence  for  15  to  17-year- 
olds  to  two  years  detention  in  a  young 
offenders  institution.  We  have  given  the 
courts  the  freedom  to  allow  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  names  of  convicted  juveniles. 
We  will  give  the  courts  the  power  to 
detain  persistent  12  to  14-yea r-otd  offend¬ 
ers  in  secure  training  centres  once  the 
places  become  available. 

We  have  given  the  courts  the  power  to 
impose  electronically  monitored  curfew's 
cm  10  to  15-vear-ofd  offenders.  We  will 
introduce  pilots  >o  test  their  effective¬ 
ness.  if  successful  we  wjlJ  consider 
extending  them  nationwide. 


. j.  CONVICTING 

u  FUNIS  H1NG 

back  the  police  every  inch  of  the  way. 
are  now  about  Ib.nOO  more  police 
v  -  and  over  18.000  more  civilians 
ig  them  -  than  when  we  took 
We  are  providing  chief  constables 
i  the  resources  to  recruit  5.000  extra 
constables  in  the  three  years  to 

support  police  initiatives  to  target 
■  core  of  persistent  criminals. 
x  is  crucial  for  ihls.  Wc  will 
a  national  crime  squad  to 
an  improved  nationally  cn- 
i  approach  to  organised  crime, 
caught,  criminals  must  be 
and  then  properly  punished, 
rneed  to  be  protected-  We  have 
die  right  to  silence,  despite 
from  Labour.  The  number  of 
refusing  to  answer  police 
has  nearly  halved  as  a  result, 
piloted  curfew  orders  for 
enoers.  Tbev  have  been  shown 
criminals  indoors  -  curbing 
dom  as  a  punishment  -  and 
them  out  of  trouble  in  the 


CATCHING 

AND  * . . 

We 
There 
officers 
helping 
office  " 
with 
police 
1999. 

We 

the  hard 

Intelligence 
establish 

provide  an  ».(«» 
ordinated  approach 

Once  - -  - 

convicted  - 
The  public  need 
reformed  ■*'“  * 
opposition 
suspects 
questions 
We  L- 
adult 

to  keep  — 
their  freedom 
keeping 
meantime. 

We 

i  tored  __ 
those  aged 


.  have  . 

I  offenders 


Spreading  the  worth  ministerial  copies  of  the  manifesto  at  the  Central  Office  launch 


will 
curfew 


extend  electronically  mon- 
,ew  orders  nationwide  for 
lb  and  over. 


Persistent  offenders  account  fora  high 
proportion  of  ail  crime.  Prison  works  — 
not  only  os  a  deterrent,  but  in  keeping 
criminals  off  the  sum.  Those  sent  ro 
prison  are  less  likety  to  re-offend  on 
release  than  those  given  □  community 
punishment.  We  will  provide  another 
&500  prison  places  by  die  year  2000. 

We  will  introduce  minimum  sen¬ 
tences  for  violent  and  persistent  crim¬ 
inals  to  help  protect  the  public  more 
effectively,  reversing  Labour’s  wrecking 
amendments  to  our  tough  Crime  Bill. 

Anyone  convicted  of  a  second  serious 
sexual  or  violent  crime,  like  rape  nr 
armed  robbery,  will  get  an  automatic 
life  sentence. 

Persistent  house  burglars  and  dealers 
in  hard  drugs  will  receive  mandatory' 
minimum  prison  sentences  of  three  and 
seven  years  respectively. 

We  will  restore  honesty  in  sentencing 
by  ensuring  that  criminals  serve  the 
sentence  intended  without  automatic 
early  release. 

SUPPORT  FOR  VICTIMS 

Concern  for  the  victim  must  be  at  the 
heart  of  our  entire  apprcach  to  the 
criminal  justice  system.  We  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  strong  backing  to  Victim 
Support. 

We  will  give  courts  in  all  cases  the 
discretion  to  allow  witnesses  to  give 
evidence  anonymously  if  they  believe 
them  to  be  at  risk  from  reprisal. 

We  wil]  also  take  action  to  3llow  a 
judge  to  stop  a  defendant  from  person¬ 
ally  questioning  the  victim  in  rape  cases 
and  other  cases  where  the  victim  is 
particularly  vulnerable. 

Conservatives  are  on  the  side  of  the 
victims  not  the  criminal. 

Strengthening  the  fight  against  City 
crime 

Crime  that  takes  place  through 
manipulation  of  financial  accounts  and 
markets  is  as  serious  as  crime  on  the 
streeL 

The  City’s  unchallenged  position  as 
Europe's  most  dynamic  and  successful 
financial  centre  owes  a  great  deal  to  its 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 
We  will  help  ensure  that  this  reputation 
is  maintained. 

We  wil!  bring  forward  in  the  next 
parliament  a  package  of  measures 
designed  to  modernise  the  current 
systems  for  dealing  with  City  fraud. 

This  will  include  legislation  to  allow 
the  Inland  Revenue  to  pass  confidential 
information  to  the  police,  the  Seriou* 
Fraud  Office  and  the  financial  regu¬ 
lators  to  assist  in  the  investigation  of 
cases  involving  serious  financial  fraud. 
We  will  also  remove  the  remaining  legal 
obstacles  to  the  controlled  exchange  of 
confidential  information  between  the 
police  and  the  regulators  in  this  kind  of 
case. 

FASTER  JUSTICE 

justice  delayed  is  justice  denied.  It  is 
wronc  th3t  people  who  are  innucent 
should  face  an  excessive  wait  before  the 
starr  of  their  trial.  The  guilty  need  to  be 
held  to  acamnt  for  ihttir  actions 
promptly.  And  victims  should  be  given 

the  charter  to  draw  u  line  under  their 

experience  as  quickly  as  possible.  Wt 
are  determined  lu  speed  up  justice 
without  diminishing  the  genuine  rights 

of  every'  citizen  to  a  fair  trial. 

Last  October  the  government  set  up  a 
review  of  delays  in  the  criminal  justice 
system.  It  made  a  series  of  detailed 
recommendations.  We  see  merit  m  those 
recommendations  and  will  seek  the 
views  of  interested  parries.  We  believe 
that  taken  together  they  could  dramati¬ 
cally  speed  up  the  prosecution  process, 
bringing  rhe  guilty  10  justice  and 
acquiltintj  the  innocent  more  quickly. 

Ail  defendants  would  appear  in  court 
the  next  working  day  after  they  were 
charged.  At  least  half  of  them  would  be 
convicted  the  next  day  compared  with 
just  3  per  ceni  at  the  moment.  And  the 
time  token  to  bring  juveniles  to  court 
would  be  cut  from  ten  weeks  lu  a  marter 
of  days. 

CIVIL  JUSTICE 

The  avil  justice  vyueni  of  this  wuntry  is 
a  vital  part  of  its  competitive  economy 
and  has  a  high  internal ianul  reputation. 
The  commercial  courts  attract  substan¬ 


tial  litigation  from  alf  over  the  world, 
generating  significant  foreign  earnings. 
We  will  seek  to  maintain  the  high 
standing  of  these  courts. 

We  have  greatly  improved  the  service 
the  civil  courts  provide  for  the  aggrieved 
citizen.  The  simple  procedure  for  small 
claims  has  been  extended  to  claims  up  to 
E3.000.  For  large  claims  the  county  court 
now  provides  an  efficient  lueal  service 
with  specialised  courts  in  many  loca¬ 
tions  around  the  country,  leaving  the 
High  Court  to  deal  with  the  more 
complex  and  difficult  issues. 

We  will  push  ahead  with  the  major 
reforms  now  under  way  which  will 
greatly  speed  up  the  process  and 
improve  the  delivery  of  justice  without 
imposing  additional  hurdens  on  the 
taxpayer. 

THE  LEGAL  PROFESSION 

We  will  ensure  that  the  framework  in 
which  the  legal  profession  operates  is 
responsive  to  the  changing  needs  of  our 
people  and  is  one  in  which  unjustified 
restrictions  have  no  place.  We  have,  for 
example,  given  most  solicitors  rights  of 
audience  in  the  higher  courts  under 
appropriate  conditions. 

LEGAL  AID 

People  are  rightly  concerned  about  the 
rising  costs  of  legal  aid.  We  have  taken 
many  steps  to  control  the  burden  and  to 
deny  access  to  legal  aid  to  the  ‘appar¬ 
ently  wealthy"  —  those  who  qualified 
technically,  but  whose  lifestyles  sug¬ 
gested  they  should  not. 

But  more  is  required:  we  wiU  change 
the  structure  of  legal  aid  to  ensure  that 
iL  like  other  vital  public  services, 
functions  within  defined  cash  limits. 

This  will  enable  us  to  identify  prior¬ 
ities  and  serve  them  much  more 
efficiently  than  the  present  system. 

DRUGS 

Drugs  area  menace  io  the  very  fabric  of 
■  Kir  society.  They  ruin  the  life  of  addicts 
and  their  families.  They  can  destroy 
whole  neighbourhoods.  The  promising 
youth  or  today  can  too  easily  become  the 
sad  dropouts  of  tomorrow,  turning  to 
crime  and  violence. 

The  Conservative  Government  has  a 
comprehensive  strategy,  launched  in 
1^*5.  committed  to  fighting  drugs  in 
communities  and  in  schools.  It  is  tough 
on  criminals  and  vigilant  at  our  ports.  Jr 
is  respected  throughout  the  world. 

We  spend  over  E500  million  every 
year  in  tackling  all  aspects  of  drug 
problems. 

Wt-  will  continue  the  fighi  against 
drugs  through  a  coordinated  approach: 
being  tough  on  pushers;  reducing 
demand  by  educating  young  people: 
tackling  drug  abuse'  at  local  level 
through  Drug  Action  Teams;  saying 
“No"  to  legalising  drugs:  and  working 
with  intematkmai  agencies  and  foreign 
governments  to  resist  the  menace 
spreading. 

This  pernicious  evil  has  to  be  fought 
hy  all  of  us. 


THE  NATION 


OlIR  RECORD 

■  Many  of  our  old  cities  have  been 
rejuvenated  through  a  partnership  of 
public  and  private  investment. 

■  The  area  of  green  bdt  has  doubled 
since  1979. 

■  Water  and  alrquaiity  in  (he  UK  have 
hn  proved  significantly. 

■  Wc  arc  one  of  only  a  few  nations  on 
course  to  tned  our  commitment  lo 
return  emissions  of  all  green  house 
gasses  to  1990  levels  by  2000. 

■  The  Lottery  has  been  established  as 
the  most  successful  in  the  iwrid  — 
raising  E3  billion  lor  good  causes  in  a 
liftle  over  two  years. 

■  More  support  is  now  given  to  arts 
and  heritage  than  at  any  time  in  our 
nation's  history.  We  now  provide  nearly 
3)  per  cent  more  for  the  arts  than  the 
last  Labour  Government,  over  and 
above  inflation. 

■  British  talent  was  this  year  norni- 
noted  for  30  Oscars.  British  music  is 
again  receiving  international  acclaim. 
The  industry  is  worth  EL5  billion,  more 


than  shipbuilding  or  electric  compo¬ 
nents:  one  in  five  CDs  and  records  sold 
anywhere  has  a  British  connection. 

■  There  is  record  investment  in  our 
sports  facilities.  .Already  the  Lottery  has 
provided  £480  million  for  sport,  includ¬ 
ing  the  planned  British  Academy  of 
Sport.  English  National  Stadium  and 
for  the  first  rime  direct  funding  for 
British  athletes. 

■  We  have  continued  to  stand  up  for 
British  interests  in  Europe,  protecting 
our  opt-out  of  the  Soaal  Chapter, 
maintaining  our  border  controls,  and 
preserving  our  Budget  rebate  —  worth 
£18  billion  since  it  was  introduced 

■  We  have  the  most  professional 
Armed  Fortes  in  the  world.  We  have 
modernised  our  nod  ear  deterrent  by 
replacing  Polaris  with  Trident 

8 THE  BEST  PLACE  IN  THE 
WORLD  TO  LIVE 

Britain  is  admired  the  world  over.  Every 
year,  millions  of  tourists  travel  here  lo 
enjoy  our  Iteritageand  culture,  our  cities 
and  countryside,  our  way  of  life.  Our 
nation's  history  is  an  anchor  in  a  sea  of 
change.  We  need  to  protect,  cherish  and 
build  upon  what  is  great  about  our 
country,  so  our  children  grow  up  in  a 
better  Britain.  We  also  must  make  sure 
that  everyone,  wherever  they  live,  has 
the  support  of  a  strong,  tolerant  and 
civilised  community. 

Our  aim  is  far  this  generation  and 
future  general  Ions  to  take  pride  in 
Britain  as  the  best  plate  in  the  world  to 
live. 

BRITAIN'S  CITIES 

London  is  one  of  the  world's  greatest 
cities.  It  is  livelier  than  ever.  Our  vision 
of  its  foture  is  set  out  in  a  separate 
manifesto. 

Many  of  our  dues  haw  undergone  a 
complete  transformation  over  the  last 
decade.  We  have  promoted  partnerships 
—  through  schemes  such  as  Urban 
Development  Corporation,  the  Single 
Regeneration  Budget  and  City  Pride  to 
attract  private  enterprise  and  invest¬ 
ment  back  to  inner  cities.  These  initia¬ 
tives  are  bringing  hope,  opportunity, 
and  prosperity  to  what  were  once 
wastelands  of  urban  decline. 

As  the  country  thrives  and  becomes 
more  prosperous,  one  of  our  central 
tasks  is  to  apply  the  .same  approach  in 
transform  the  legacy  or  soulless,  decay¬ 
ing  public  housing  estates.  They  a  re¬ 
places  that  suffer  from  (he  very  worst 
kind  of  poverty  —  poverty  of  aspiration. 

We  have  already  made  a  start  — 
spending  over  billion  over  the  last  ten 
years  on  improving  500  of  the  worst 
estates.  And  uv  have  xIiomu  how  it  is 
possible  to  tackle  the  economic  and 
soda!  problems  alongside  new  invest¬ 
ment  in  buildings  —  where  possible, 
bringing  in  a  greater  mix  of  public 
tenants  and  private  housing  to  recreate  a 
mure  balanced  community.  Now  we  will 
extend  this  approach,  focusing  the 
Single  Regeneration  Budget  to  launch  a 
combined  attack  on  crime,  unemplcy- 
muni  and  under-achievement,  arid 
developing  the  Government's  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  private  sector  to  help  fond 
the  massive  investment  that  will  be 
required. 

Over  the  next  decade,  wc  aim  m  raise 
some  £25  billion  of  new  private  invest¬ 
ment  in  housing  esralts  by  encouraging 
tenants  in  mare  than  half  of  the 
remaining  public  sector  housing  slock  to 
opt  fur  transferring  their  homes  to  new 
landlords.  Thoe  transfers  will  only 
occur  where  tenants  choose  this  route  to 
improve  ihcir  es  tales. 

We  will  use  this  approach  lu  regen¬ 
erate  the  worst  housing  estates  and 
transform  the  lives  of  those  who  live  on 
[item  -  targeting  support  for  pro¬ 
grammes  to  improve  education  stan¬ 
dards.  employment  and  crime 
prevention  alongside  new-  private  sector 
investment.  As  well  as  this  attack  on 
poor  housing,  we  will  continue  to  help 
the  homeless.  We  will  carry  through  our 
planned  extension  of  the  Rough  Sleeper 
Initiative  from  London  to  other  big 
cities.  We  will  provide  sufficient  hi«id 
places  to  ensure  dial  no  one  needs  sleep 
out  on  the  sireeis. 

RURAL  COMMUNITIES 

Britain  is  blesred  with  «vm-  uf  the  most 


beautiful  countryside  in  Europe.  We 
need  to  protect  the  bust  of  countryside 
whilst  ensuring  good  jobs,  and  living 
conditions  for  people  who  live  there. 

We  have  to  strike  a  balance:  uur  rural 
communities  must  not  become  rural 
museums,  but  remain  vibrant  places  tu 
free  and  work.  We  will  make  sure 
government  departments  work  together 
to  ensure  that  balance  is  kept 

We  will  continue  to  protect  the  green 
belt  from  development  making  sure  that 
derelict  and  under-used  urban  land  is 
developed  in  preference  to  greenfield 
.tiles. 

We  wifl  use  the  [Hanning  system  to 
ensure  that  more  new  homes  are  built 
on  reclaimed  sites  m  our  [owns  and 

cities.  We  wiU  aim  for  more-  than  bO  per 
cent  of  all  new  homes  to  be  built  nn 
derelict  sites. 

This  will  reduce  the  pressure  ro  build 
in  our  countryside  and  expand  choice 
where  it  is  needed  most 

We  will  support  uur  rural  commu¬ 
nities.  by  giving  special  rate  support  to 
small  village  shops  and  post  offices.  The 
planning  system  can  do  more  to  help 

too. 

We  will  mrmiuoe  a  new  Rural 
Business  Use  Class  to  encourage  job 
creation  in  the  countryside. 

We  will  increase  supfuri  for  schemes 
which  promote  cure  for  the  countryside 
—  like  Countryside  Stewardship.  We 
believe  participation  in  traditional  coun¬ 
try  pursuits,  including  fishing,  is  a 
matter  for  individuals.  A  Conservative 
government  will  not  introduce  legisla¬ 
tion  that  interferes  with  the  rights  of 
people  to  take  pan  m  these  activities. 

We  will  also  encourage  managed 
public  access  to  private  land  —  in 
agreement  with  farmers  and  land¬ 
owners  —  but  strongly  resist  a  general 
right  to  roam,  which  would  damage  the 
countryside  and  violate  the  right  to 
private  property . 

We  aim  to  double  Britain's  forest 
cover  over  the  next  50  years.  We  will 
continue  to  encourage  free  planting  by- 
targeting  crams,  encouraging  invest¬ 
ment  in  w ood  processing,  and  using  new 
freedoms  with  tlte  reform  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Agricultural  Policy  . 

AGRICULTURE  AND  FISHERIES 

We  will  continue  to  provide  robust 
support  to  the  British  beef  industry 
through  the  BSE  crisis  until  its  long¬ 
term  strength  is  restored.  We  will 
vigorously  pursue  the  eradication  of 
BSE  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  we  have 
been  doing  successfully  for  the  last  eight 
years,  We  will  spare  no  efforts  in  our 
fight  against  the  unwarranted  ban  on 
British  beef  exports. 

Public  health  and  food  safety  have 
been  the  Government’s  lop  priorities 
throughout  the  BSE  crises. 

We  will  tighten  up  control  over  food 
safety  by  appointing  a  powerful  and 
independent  Chief  Riod  Safety  Adviser 
and  Food  Safety  Council  to  advise 
government. 

We  will  oonrfmie  to  push  for  fun¬ 
damental  reform  of  the  Common  Agri¬ 
cultural  Policy,  moving  away  from 
production  support  to  measures  that 
will  give  our  farmers  the  opportunity  to 
compete  while  safeguarding  the  rural 
environment  We  will  ensure  that  no 
change  to  the  Common  Agriculture 
Policy  unfairly  disadvantages  British 
fanners. 

Fishing  is  a  vital  industry’  in  many 
parts  of  coastal  Britain.  We  will  continue 
our  fight  to  secure  a  prosperous  long¬ 
term  future  for  t he  industry  and 
sustainable  management  of  our  fish 
slocks. 

We  will  insist  at  the  IGC  and 
elsewhere  an  measures  to  stop  quota 
hopping  and  prevent  the  vessels  of  other 
countries  Tram  using  UK  fishing  quotas. 

The  integrity  of  our  6  and  12  mile 
fishing  limits  is  not  negotiable.  We  reject 
any  idea  of  a  single  European  fishing 
fleet. 

We  helieve  that  fishermen  should 
have  more  say  in  decisions  affecting 
their  industry.  We  will  press  the 
European  Commission  to  establish  re¬ 
gional  committees  to  give  fishermen  a 
direct  influence  in  fishing  policy.  We  will 
use  these  committees  to  develop  new 
ways  of  managing  quota  and  regulating 
fisheries  which  are  more  sensitive  to  the 
industry  's  needs. 

ANIMAL  WELFARE 

A  civilised  society  respects  its  animals. 
Britain  will  continue  to  take  the  lead  in 
improving  standards  of  animal  welfare 
in  Europe.  In  ld95  we  secured  a  major 
breakthrough  in  the  treatment  of  ani¬ 
mals  in  transport:  in  1906  we  won 
victory  in  our  campaign  to  bun  veal 
crates’  throughout  the  EU.  We  are 
determined  that  standards  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  rise  and  that  all  EU  countries 
should  have  to  meet  them. 

Wc  will  seek  to  ensure  that  all 
European  countries  have  to  raise  animal 
welfare  standards. 

We  are  not  going  to  take  any  risks 
with  rabies.  There  may  however  be 
ways  other  than  quarantine  which 
maintain  or  increase  protection  far 
public  health,  while  improving  the 
welfare  of  pets  and  reducing  the  costs  to 
travellers.  We  will  publish  a  Green 
Paper  on  rabies  protection,  setting  out 
all  the  options  including  the  existing 
controls,  early  in  the  new  parliament. 

BRITAIN’S  ENVIRONMENT 

Britain  has  an  enviable  truck  record  in 
protecting  our  environment.  Our  rivers, 
beaches  and  water  are  cleaner  and  we 
are  using  our  energy  more  efficiently. 
We  arc  trading  the  world  in  reducing  the 
level  of  the  “greenhouse  gases"  that 
cause  global  warming  and  pressing  for 
policies  that  will  enable  the  world  to 
sustain  development  without  long-term 
damage  to  the  environment.  Our  Green 
Manifesto  is  published  separately. 

We  have  clear  objectives  to  build  on 
this  record.  We  will  set  tough,  but 
affordable  targets,  with  published 
environmental  strategies  to  improve  air 
quality  and  banish  city  smog  —  with 
tighter  standards  on  vehicle  emissions 
and  pollution  crackdowns  around  the 
country.  Wc  aim  for  sustained  improve¬ 
ments  In  water  qualify,  at  a  pace  which 
industry  and  consumers  can  afford.  We 
will  develop  labelling  of  products  thar 
gives  consumers  information  to  show 
the  environmental  impact  of  how  they 
were  made. 

In  addition,  we  will  continue  to  use  the 
lax  system  and  other  incentives  to 
encourage  the  use  of  vehicles  and  fuel 
which  do  not  pollute  the  environment. 
And.  we  will  continue  to  explore  policies 
based  on  the  principle  of  polluter  pays: 
those  who  contaminate  land,  pollute  the 
environment  or  produce  harmful  waste 
should  be  made  responsible  for  their 
actions  and  pay  for  the  consequences. 

BRITAIN  -  A  TOLERANT  COUNTRY 

Tolerance,  civility  and  respect  have 
always  been  hallmarks  of  our  nation.  It 
is  thanks  to  them  that  we  have  tut 
excellent  record  on  race  relations. 

Everybody,  regardless  or  colour  or 
creed,  has  the  right  to  go  about  his  or  her 


life  free  from  the  threat  of  intimidation. 
We  are  taking  tough  action  to  tackle 
hiirdv»meni.  Under  prop'Kals  in  the 
Protection  from  Harassment  Act  1997.  it 
uill  he  ,-i  crime  to  behave  in  a  way  which 
cauMii  someone  else  to  be  harassed.  The 
maximum  penalty  will  be  six  months  in 
prison. 

Firm,  but  fair,  immigration  controls 
underpin  good  race  relations.  We  will 
ensure  (hut.  while  genuine  asylum 
seekers  are  treated  sympathetically, 
people  do  not  abuse  these  provision*  ui 
avoid  normal  immigration  controls. 

A  WORLD  LEADER  OF  SPORTS. 
ARTS  AND  CULTURE 

Britain  is  enjoying  a  culmral  renais¬ 
sance.  British  music,  films,  television, 
fashion,  an  and  food  are  winning 
plaudits  rise  world  over.  They  add 
excitement,  fan  and  enjoyment  to  our 
lives.  Our  suux>s  brings  pride  to 
everyone. 

The  National  Lonery.  which  John 
Major  set  up.  will  pump  billions  of 
pounds  into  Britain’s  good  causes.  Its 
proceeds  will  weave  a  new.  rich  thread 
of  opportunity  and  charity  into  die 
tapestry  of  British  life.  In  'addition  io 
benefiting  major  national  institutions, 
jfxiur  half  uf  the  awards  are  for  amounts 
under  t25.CK>'  —  benefiting  local 
communities  up  and  down  the  couniry. 
We  will  encourage  new  ways  of 
distributing  awards  to  support  the 
performing  art*  —  through  support  for 
amateur  productions  and  community 
events,  providing  more  musical  in¬ 
struments,  and  helping  productions  four 
round  the  country. 

The  National  Lunery  will  also  help  us 
train  and  promote  British  sporting 
talonr.  The  English  National  Stadium 
and  British  Academy  of  Sport,  funded 
by  (he  Lunery.  will  be  new  focal  points 
for  sporting  events  and  excellence.  We 
will  encourage  more  young  people  play 
spurt,  by  ensuring  every  school  plays  a 
minimum  level  of  sport  including 
competitive  sports,  and  developing  a 
network  uf  Sporting  Ambassadors  — 
sporting  celebrities  who  will  visit 
schools  to  inspire  young  people.  We  also 
encourage  the  Sports  Council  ro  use 
Lottery  money  to  employ  over  1.000 
additional  community  sports  coaches  to 
assist  in  primary  schools. 

The  development  of  young  tuleni  is 
important  in  all  fields. 

We  will  encourage  the  use  of  Lonery 
money  to  train  young  athletes  and 
ariivts.  with  revenue  funding  for  bur¬ 
saries.  concessionary  tickets  to  pro¬ 
fessional  performances  and  support  for 
young  people's  organisations  and 
productions. 

The  Lottery'  will  also  fund  our  millen¬ 
nium  celebrations.  They  will  be  inspira¬ 
tional  as  well  as  enjoyable.  We  want 
these  be  a  showcase  of  British  excellence. 
Britain  will  be  able  to  look  back  on  past 

achievements  with  pride,  and  look 

forward  with  confidence. 

9  EUROPE  AND  THE  WORLD 

Britain  is  a  world  leader  as  well  as  a 
European  nation.  Our  economic 
strength,  our  history  and  our  language 
make  us  a  global  trading  nation  with 
links  right  around  the  world.  Only  the 
United  Kingdom  is  a  member  of  the 
European  Union,  rhe  United  Nations 
Security  Council,  the  Commonwealth. 
Naio  and  the  Group  of  Seven  leading 
industrial  nations.  In  the  Gulf.  Bosnia. 
Cyprus  and  Nonhem  Iraq.  John  Major 
has  shown  how  our  nation  can  contrib¬ 
ute  to  world  peace. 

We  will  continue  to  work  with 
international  partners  to  secure  peace 
and  stability  in  areas  or  tension  such  as 
former  Yugoslavia;  in  Kashmir:  in 
Cyprus;  and  in  the  Middle  EasL  We  will 
promote  reform  of  the  United  Nations  to 
make  It  a  more  effective  organisation  for 
securing  international  stability.  Britain 
will  continue  to  deploy  our  outstanding 
Armed  Forces  as  peacekeepers  under 
the  United  Nations.  And  we  will  support 
the  aspirations  of  the  Poles.  Czechs, 
Hungarians  and  others  to  join  the 
European  Union  and  Nato. 

After  the  transfer  of  Hong  Kong,  we 
will  work  under  the  rerms  of  the  Joint 
Declaration  to  help  sustain  the  prosper¬ 
ity  and  way  of  life  of  the  people  of  Hong 
Kong  and  build  on  the  substantial 
British  interests  that  wil!  remain. 

We  will  continue  to  support  The 
Common  wraith,  our  unique  gfohal  net¬ 
work.  to  encourage  the  spread  of 
democracy,  as  set  out  in  the  Harare 
Declaration.  We  will  focus  our  aid 
programme  to  encourage  sustainable 
development  in  countries  that  are  grow¬ 
ing  towards  self-sufficiency  under  demo¬ 
cratic  government.  We  have  taken  the 
lead  in  alleviating  die  burden  of  debt  for 
the  worlds  poorest  countries.  We  also 
have  significant  flows  of  private  invest¬ 
ment  to  developing  economies.  We  are 
more  rban  achieving  the  long  term  L>N 
target  of  J  per  rent  of  GDP  for  the 
transfer  of  wealth  to  less  developed 
countries.  We  will  continue  to  maintain 
a  significant  bilateral  and  multilateral 
aid  programme  reflecting  the  aspiration 
of  meeting  the  UN's  target  of  0.7  j>er  cent 
of  GDP  for  aid  as  a  long-term  objective. 

We  will  also  continue  to  provide 
leadership  in  Europe  and  internation¬ 
ally  on  environmental  issues,  building 
on  the  Rin  Conference  to  encourage 
sustainable  development  —  meeting  our 
commitment  to  reduce  carbon  dioxide 
|CQ2)  emissions  by  ID  per  cent  on  1990 
levels  by  2010  to  prevent  dimate  change. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  committed 
himself  to  artending  the  next  UN 
Emtironmental  Conference  in  June. 

BRITAIN  AND  THE  EUROPEAN 
UNION 

We  believe  that  in  an  uncertain.  compH- 
itive  world,  the  nation  state  is  a  rock  of 
security.  A  nation's  common  heritage, 
culture,  values  and  outlook  are  a 
precious  source  of  stability.  Nationhood 
gives  people  a  sense  of  belonging. 

The  Government  has  a  positive  vision 
for  the  European  Union  as  a  partner¬ 
ship  of  nations.  We  want  to  be  in  Europe 
but  not  run  by  Europe.  We  have  much  to 
gain  from  our  membership  of  the 
European  Union  —  in  trade,  in  co¬ 
operation  between  governments .  and  in 
preserving  European  peace.  We  benefit 
from  the  huge  trade  opportunities  that 
ban- opened  up  since  Britain  led  the  way 
in  developing  Europe's  .single  market. 
We  want  lo  see  the  rest  of  Europe  foflow 
the  same  deregulated,  enterprise  poli¬ 
cies  chat  haw  transformed  our  economic 
prospects  in  Britain. 

However,  in  June,  the  nations  of  the 
European  Union  will  gather  in  Amster¬ 
dam  to  negotiate  possible  amendments 
to  ihe  Treaty  or  Rome.  It  is  a  moment  of 
truth,  setting  the  direction  in  which  the 
European  Union  uill  go.  Ir  wil!  also  be 
crucial  in  ensuring  that  we  have  a 
relationship  with  the  rest  of  Europe  with 
which  we  can  be  comfortable. 

A  Conservative  government  will  seek 
a  partnership  of  nation  states.  Some 
others  would  like  to  build  a  fed¬ 
eral  Europe.  A  British  Conservative 
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government  will  not  allow  Britain  to  be 
pan  of  a  federal  European  state. 

The  diversity  of  Europe's  nations  is  its 
strength.  As  more  nations  join  the 
European  Union,  it 'needs  to  become 
flexible  not  more  rigid.  We  must  also 
ensure  that  any  developments  which 
wily  include  some  members  do  not  work 
to  the  disadvantage  of  others. 

Our  priorities  for  Europe's  dev¬ 
elopment  will  be  enlargement  of  the 
Community,  completion  of  the  single 

market,  reform  of  the  European  Court  of 
Justice,  and  further  strengthening  of  the 
role  of  national  parliaments. 

We  will  seek  more  cooperation  be¬ 
tween  national  governments  on  areas  of 
common  interest  —  defence,  foreign 
polity  and  the  fight  against  inter¬ 
national  crime  and  drugs.  We  also 
believe  the  European  Union  itself 
should  do  less,  but  do  it  better.  So  we 
have  proposed  incorporating  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  subsidiarity  —  that  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  should  only  do  that  which 
cannot  be  done  by  member  states  acting 
atone  —  into  die  treaty. 

This  is  how  we  are  approaching  the 

imer-GtnOTWwmaJ  Conference. 

We  will  argue  for  a  flexible  Europe 
which  fully  accommodates  the  interests 
and  aspirations  of  all  its  member  states 
and  where  any  new  proposals  have  to  be 
open  to  all  ami  agreed  by  alL  We  will  not 
accept  other  changes  to  the  Treaty  that 
would  further  centralise  derision-mak¬ 
ing.  reduce  national  sovereignty,  or 
remove  our  right  to  permanent  opt-outs. 

We  will  retain  Britain's  veto  and 
oppose  further  extension  or  qualified 
majority  voting  in  order  to  ensure  we 
can  prevent  policies  that  would  be 
harmful  to  the  national  interest  We  will 
defend  the  rights  of  national  par¬ 
liaments  and  oppose  more  powers  bring 
given  to  the  European  Parliament  at  the 
expense  of  national  parliaments. 

We  will  take  whatever  steps  are 
necessary  to  keep  our  frontier  controls. 
We  will  resist  attempts  to  change  the 
inter-governmental  nature  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  Justice  and  Home  Affairs.  We 
will  not  accept  the  development  of  new 
legal  rights  that  extend  the  concept  of 
European  Citizenship.  Britain's  rebate 
has  so  far  saved  British  taxpayers  £18 
billion  and  we  will  protea  it. 

One  of  the  greatest  challenges  Europe 
faces  is  to  cut  unemployment  and  make 
its  businesses  competitive.  Here  Britain 
is  leading  the  way.  We  will  continue  to 
argue  for  deregulation  and  lower  costs 
on  Europe's  businesses,  the  policies  that 
have  helped  give  Britain  one  of  the 
strongest  economies  in  Europe.  We  will 
not  put  that  achievement  at  risk  by 
signing  up  to  the  social  chapter,  which 
would  open  the  door  to  imposing  the 
high  costs  of  the  European  social  model 
on  British  business.  Once  Britain  ac¬ 
cepted  the  social  chapter  we  could  not 
stop  many  of  these  damaging  policies 
being  imposed  on  us  by  qualified 
majority  voting. 

We  will  insist  that  any  new  treaty 
recognises  that  our  opt-out  from  the 
soda 1  chapter  enables  Britain  to  be 
exempt  from  the  working  time  directive, 
and  prevents  any  abuse  of  our  opt-ouL 
And.  we  will  not  accept  a  new  employ¬ 
ment  chapter  in  any  revised  treaty, 
which  would  expose  British  businesses 
to  new  costs. 

We  made  it  dear  in  the  previous 
chapter  that  we  will  continue  to  work  for 
further  reform  of  the  Common  Agri¬ 
cultural  tolicy.  and  the  lifting  of  die 
worldwide  ban  on  British  beef,  and 
insist  on  measures,  to.  stop  :quota 
hopping  by  foreign  fishing  vessels. 

Protecting  Britain's  interests  demands 
tough,  experienced  negotiation.  John 
Major  has  proved  he  has  these  qualities 
—  including  the  resolve  to  say  no  when 
necessary  even  if  that  means  bong 
isolated.  Labour  have  said  they  would 
never  want  Britain  to  be  isolated  in 
Europe:  they  would  damage  Britain's 
success  by  undermining  our  veto,  sign¬ 
ing  up  to  the  social  chapter  and 
following  in  others*  footsteps  —  even 
where  they  lead  in  the  wrong  direction. 

They  support  po tides  that  would 
fragment  the  United  Kingdom's  in¬ 
fluence  within  a  Europe  of  regions.  The 
Liberal  Democrats  welcome  the  end  of 
the  nation  state. 

Only  the  Conservatives  can  be  crusted 
to  stand  up  for  Britain  in  Europe:  our 
national  interest  must  be  protected. 


A  SINGLE  CURRENCY:  OUR 
REFERENDUM  GUARANTEE 


The  creation  of  a  European  single 
currency  would  be  of  enormous  signifi¬ 
cance  for  all  European  states  whether 
they  are  members  or  not.  We  must  take 
account  of  all  the  consequences  for 
Britain  of  such  a  major  development  of 
policy.  John  Major  secured  for  us  at 
Maastricht  an  opt-out  from  the  conunfr- 
ment  to  enter  a  single  currency.  It  is  only 
because  of  this  opt-out  that  we  have  the 
right  to  negotiate  and  then  decide 
whether  it  is  in  Britain's  interest  to  join. 

It  is  in  our  national  interest  to  take 
part  in  the  negotiations.  Not  to  do  so 
would  be  an  abdication  of  responsibility. 
A  single  currency  would  affect  us 
whether  we  were  in  or  out.  We  need  to 
participate  in  discussions  in  order  to 
ensure  the  rules  are  not  fixed  against  our 
interests.  The  national  interest  is  not 
served  by  exercising  our  option  —  one 
way  or  the  other  —  before  we  have  to. 

For  a  single  currency  to  come  into 
effect,  European  economies  will  have  to 
meet  crucial  criteria.  On  the  information 
currently  available,  we  believe  that  it  is 
very  unlikely  that  there  will  be  sufficient 
convergence  of  .  economic  conditions 
across  Europe  for  a  single  currency  to 


Cabinet  Ministers,  left  to  right,  Michael  Howard,  Malcolm  Rifitind  and  Kenneth  Cl  arise,  listening  to  John  Major  at  the  launch  of  the  Conservative  manifesto  yesterday 


proceed  safety  on  the  target  date  of 
January  1,  1 9W.  We  wiH  not  indude 
legislation  on  the  single  currency  in  the 
first  Queen's  Speech.  If  it  cannot  proceed 
safely,  we  believe  it  would  be  better  for 
Europe  to  delay  any  introduction  of  a 
single  currency  rather  than  rush  ahead 
to  meet  an  artificial  timetable.  We  will 
syrgue  this  case  in  the  negotiations  that 
tie  ahead. 

JMe believe  ft  is  in  our  national  mteresi  ; 
to  keep  our  options  open  to  take  a 
decision  an  .a  single  currency  when  all 
the  facts  are  before  us.  If  a  single 
currency  is  created,  without  sustainable 
convergence,  a  British  Conservative 
government  will  not  be  part  of  it. 

If,  during  the  course  of  die  next 
parliament,  a  Conservative  government 
were  to  conclude  that  it  was  in  our 
national  interest  to  join  a  single  cur¬ 
rency,  we  have  given  a  guarantee  chat  no 
such  derision  would  be  implemented 
unless  the  British  people  gave  their 
express  approval  in  a  referendum. 


which  win  provide  1300  places  for  16 
and  17-year-olds  who  want  to  join  the 
Army.  We  will  also  enable  the  reserve 
forces  to  play  a  more  active  role  in 
operations. 

We  appreciate  the  enormous  value  of 
cadet  forces,  and  our  current  plans 
inducting  resources  to  encourage  their 
further  development.  . 

—  We  will  continue  la  support  Britain's 

-  .$gfety£  indtgtryT-jtnti .we  will  work  with 
companies  to  identify  the  technologies  of 
the  future. 

Nato  will  remain  the  cornerstone  of 
our  security.  We  mil  resist  attempts  to 
bring  the  Western  European  Union 
under  the  control  of  the  European 
Union,  and  ensure  that  defence  policy 
remains  a  matter  for  sovereign  nations. 


10  THE  CONSTITUTION 


DEFENCE  IN  AN  UNSTABLE  WORLD 


The  old  rivalries  of  the  Cold  War  have 
been  replaced  by  new  tensions.  Britain 
must  be  able  to  react  rapidly  to  protect 
our  security  and  interests  around  the 
globe. 

Our  Armed  Forces  are  the  most 
professional  in  the  world.  We  have  ait 
unnecessary  bureaucracy  and  increased 
efficiency,  and  directed  money  to  sup¬ 
port  our  services  m  the  frontline.  We 
have  made  the  changes  necessary  to 
adapt  our  services  to  die  threats  which 
we  might  now  face.  We  have  set  out 
defence  plans  based  on  stable  levels  of 
funding.  There  is  no  need  for  a  defence 
review,  which  would  raise  fear  and 
uncertainty  about  the  future. 

We  will  continue  to  ensure  the 
Services  have  die  modem  weapons  they 
need  to  guarantee  their  superiority 
against  potential  aggressors.  We  will 
make  sure  we  can  conduct  military 
operations  throughout  the  world,  and 
develop  our  capability  to  deploy  the 
three  services  together  and  rapidly, 
including  the  ability  to  transport  heavy 
equipment  into  an  operational  zone.  We 
will  take  part  in  ballistic  missile  re¬ 
search  so  we  can  decide  whether  we 
should  procure  any  such  system  for  the 
United  Kingdom. 

We  will  continue  to  larger  our  efforts 
on  recruiting  for  the  Armed  Rsrces.  We 
will  set  upon  Army  Foundation  College, 


Alone  in  Europe,  the  history  of  the 
United  Kingdom  has  been  one  of 
stability  and  security.  We  owe  much  of 
that  to  the  strength  and  stability  of  our 
constitution  —  die  institutions,  laws  and 
traditions  that  bind  us  together  as  a 
nation.  Our  constitution  has  been  stable, 
but  not  static.  U  has  been  woven  over  the 
centuries  —  the  product  of  hundreds  of 
years  of  knowledge,  experience  and 
histoiy. 

'  Radical  changes  that  alter  die  whole 
character  of  our  constitutional  balance 
could  unravel  what  generations  of  our 
predecessors  have  created.  To  preserve 
that  stability  in  future  -  and  the 
freedoms  and  rights  of  our  omens  —  we 
need  to  continue  a  process  of  evolution, 
not  revolution. 

Conservatives  embrace  evolutionary 
change  that  solves  real  problems  and 
improves  the  way  our  constitution 
works.  In  recent  years  we  have  opened 
up  government,  devolved  power  and 
accountability,  and  introduced  reforms 
to  make  Parliament  work  more  eff¬ 
ectively.  It  is  that  evolutionary  process 
that  we  are  committed  to  continue. 


merit  previously  held  seem  —  including 
the  composition  of  Cabinet  Committees, 
and  the  structure  of  the  Security  and 
Intelligence  Services.  We  have  intro¬ 
duced  a  new  Civil  Service  Code,  and 
reformed  the  process  for  public  appoint¬ 
ments.  We  are  pledged  to  legislate  on  the 
commitments  in  our  1943  White  Paper 
on  Open  Government,  including  a 
statutory  right  of  access  by  citizens  to 
personal  records  held  about  theroby  the 
government  and  other  public  authori¬ 
ties.  And  we  have  set  up  the  Nolan 
Committee  and  have  implemented  its 
proposals  to  ensure  that  the  highest 
standards  are  maintained  in  public  life. 

But  our  reforms  go  even  wider  than 
that  We  have  transferred  power  from 
central  bureaucracies  to  focal  organ¬ 
isations  such  as  school  governors  and 
hospital  trusts.  We  have  introduced  the 
Citizens  Charter.  We  have  also  required 
them  to  publish  information  on  their 
performance  —  information  which  en¬ 
ables  the  focal  community  to  keep  a 
check  on  standards  and  apply  pressure 
where  needed. 

Wherever  possible,  we  are  widening 
competition  and  choice  in  public  ser¬ 
vices.  We  showed  in  Chapter  6  how  we 
wished  to  push  this  agenda  forward. 

Regional  government  would  be  a 
dangerously  centralising  measure  — 
taking  power  away  from  elected  local 
authorities.  We  wish  to  go  in  the 
opposite  direction,  shifting  power  to  the 
focal  neighbourhood  —  for  example  by 
giving  more  power  to  parish  councils . 


PARLIAMENT 


OPEN.  ACCOUNTABLE 
GOVERNMENT 


In  recent  years  we  have  taken  significant 
steps  u  open  up  government  to  public 
scrutiny,  and  give  individuals  more 
information  to  hold  government  and 
public  services  to  account. 

We  have  introduced  a  code  on  access 
to  government  information,  polked  by 
the  Ombudsman.  We  have  published 
information  on  the  workings  of  govem- 


Parli ament  —  alongside  the  Crown  and 
our  legal  system  —  is  one  of  the  three  key 
institutions  that  uphold  our  constitution. 
The  supremacy  of  Parliament  is  fiin- 
damental  to  our  democracy,  and  the 
guarantee  of  our  freedoms. 

The  last  17  years  have  seen  many 
changes  to  strengthen  Parliament  and 
make  it  more  effective  —  the  nourishing 
of  select  committees,  new  procedures  to 
scrutinise  European  legislation,  reform 
or  Parliament's  working  day.  and  a 
budget  dial  brings  together  tax  and 
spending. 

We  have  therefore  already  done  much 
to  improve  the  way  Parliament  works 
and  wfll  do  more.  We  have  accepted  the 
proposal  from  the  Public  Service  Select 
Committee  and  put  before  the  House  of 
Commons  a  dear  new  statement  of  the 
principles  underlying  ministerial 


accountability  to  Parliament.  All  these 
developments  have  made  Parliament 
open  to  the  citizen,  and  the  goverrunent 
more  accountable.  In  the  next  session  of 
Partiament  we  will  Continue  this  careful 
reform. 

To  give  Parliament  more  time  to 
consider  legislation  thoroughly  we  will 
extend  the  Queen*  Speech,  to  cover  not 
only  legislation  far  the  immediate  year' 
but  also  provisional  plans  forjegislation 
in  tbeyear  after  that. 

This  will  mean  that  more  draft  bills 
will  be  subject  to  public  scrutiny  before 
they  readi  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  U  will  give  Select  Commit¬ 
tees  more  tune  to  take  evidence  and 
report.  And  this  should  also  mean 

better  legislation.  We  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  case  for  more  radical  reform 
dial  would  undermine  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  new  Bill  of  Rights,  far 
example,  would  risk  transferring  power 
away  from  parliament  id  legal  courts  — 
undermining  die  democratic  supremacy 
of  parliament  as  representatives  of  the 
people.  Whilst  this  may  be  a  necessary 
check  in  other  countries  which  depend 
upon  more  formalised  written  constitu¬ 
tions,  we  do  not  believe  it  is  appropriate 
<o  the  UK. 

Nor  do  we  favour  changes  in  the 
system  of  voting  in  parliamentary 
elections  that  would  break  the  link 
between  an  individual  member  of 
parliament  and  his  constituents.  A 
system  of  proportional  representation 
would  be  more  likely  to  produce 
unstable,  coalition  governments  that  are 
unable  to  provide  effective  leadership  — 
with  crucial  decisions  being  dependent 
on  compromise  deals  hammered  out 
behind  closed  doors.  This  is  not  the 
British  way. 

We  have  demonstrated  we  are  not 
against  change  where  it  is  practical  and 
beneficial.  But  fundamental  changes 
which  have  not  been  folly  thought 
through  —  such  as  opposition  proposals 
on  the  House  of  Lords  —  would  be 
extremely  damaging.  We  will  oppose 
change  for  change’s  sake. 


the  rale  of  parliament  at  the  centre  of  the 
Union,  we  have  given  new  powers  to  the 
Scottish  Grand  Comminee  and  Welsh 
Grand  Committee  —  enabling  Scottish 
and  Welsh  MPs  to  call  Ministers  to 
account  and  debate  legislation  which 
affects  those  countries  —  something  that 
would  be  impossible  with  separate 
assemblies.  For  the  first  time.  Welsh 
members  of  parliament  can  ask  their 
questions  rp.  Ministers,  in -  Welsh  ip 
Wales.  Most  recently  we  have  similarly 
extended  the  basic  powers  of  the 
Northern  Ireland  Grand  Committee. 


and  diversity  that  benefits  ill  of  us  as  a 
proud  union  of  nations. 


NORTHERN  IRELAND 


We  believe  this  is  the  right  way  to  go. 
By  contrast,  the  development  of  new 
assemblies  m  Scotland  arid  Wales  would 
create  strains  which  could  well  pull 
apart  the  Union.  That  would  create  a 
new  layer  of  government,  which  would 
be  hungry  for  power.  It  would  risk 
rivalry  and  conflict  between  these  par¬ 
liaments  or  assemblies  and  the  par¬ 
liament  at  Westminster.  And  if  would 
raise  serious  questions  about  whether 
the  representation  of  Scottish  and  Welsh 
MPs  at  Westminster  —  and  their  role  in 
matters  affecting  English  affairs  -  could 
remain  unchanged.  Nor  do  we  believe  it 
would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  Scottish 
or  Welsh  people.  A  Scottish  lax-raising 
parliament,  for  example,  oould  well 
affect  the  choice  of  where  new  invest¬ 
ment  locates  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  a  world  where  people  want 
security,  nothing  would  be  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  to  unravel  a  constitution 
that  binds  our  nation  together  and  the 
institutions  that  bring  us  stability.  We 
will  continue  to  fight  for  the  strength 


While  we  cherish  the  Jnion  and 
Northern  Ireland’s  place  vshin  it,  we 
recognise  that  there  exist  rithin  the 
Province  special  rircumsta*s  which 
require  further  action  to  be  i  ken. 

-After  aquarter  of  a  centur  ve  wish  to 
see  the  unique  and  original^  temporary 
system  of  direct  rule  end  d  and  a 
successful  restoration  of  loo  account¬ 
able  democracy  achieved.  V  r  want  to 
see  this  brought  about  in  a  mm  which 
carries  the  broadest  agiccroo :  possible. 
And  we  want  to  see  the  righb  traditions 
and  interests  of  all  parts  cj  the  com¬ 
munity  recognised  within  my  such 
agreement  We  will  accord  igly  con¬ 
tinue  to  pursue  a  policy  of  dii  ogue  and 
negotiation  with  and  between  he  demo¬ 
cratic  Northern  Ireland  partis.  We  will 
continue  to  underpin  such  re  satiations 
with  the  guarantee  that  tit  constitu¬ 
tional  position  of  Northeri  Ireland 
cannot  and  will  not  be  diangsl  without 
the  broad  consent  of  the  people  of 


Marthe's  mt 


A  choice  of  two  futures 


time  we 

security 


Northern  Ireland.  At  the  sarr 

wifi  continue  to  take  whatevt _ 

measures  are  required  to  plotter  the 
people  of  Northern  Ireland  fr  an  those 
who  seek  to  achieve  their  poll  cal  goals 
by  violent  means. 

We  seek  peace.  But  we  wil  (never  be 
swayed  by  terrorist  violence  nr  will  we 
ever  compromise  our  princraes  with 
those  who  seek  to  overthrow  tlje  rule  of 
law  by  force. 


THE  UNION 

The  Union  between  Scotland.  Wales. 
Northern  Ireland  and  England  under¬ 
pins  our  nation's  stability.  The  Conser¬ 
vative  commitment  to  the  United 


Kingdom  does  not  mean  ignoring  the 
distinctive  individuality  of  the  different 


The  Labour  Parly  manifesto  will  be  published  in  foil  in  tomorrows  Times 


nations.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  gone 
further  in  recognising  that  diversity 
than  any  previous  government  We  are 
publishing  separate  manifestos  for 
Wales  and  Scotland.  While  preserving 


AT  THIS  election  the  British  people  face  a  stark  choice.  A  choice  of  two 
futures.  ; 

They  can  elect  to  continue  down  the  road  of  success  and  achievement. 
An  opportunity  that  has  been  hard  won  by  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of 
the  British  people.  An  opportunity  that  has  only  come  about  because 
successive  Conservative  governments  have  been  determined  to  face  up 
to  die  long  term  problems  hieing  Britain,  and  take  the  touch  steps 
needed  to  arrest  our  slow  decline. 

Or  they  can  elect  to  take  a  huge  risk  with  that  future  —  the  febzre  of 
themselves,  their  children,  their  nation  —  by  handing  over  the 
government  of  the  country  to  politicians  who  have  fought  opposed  arid 
denigrated  every  step  that  has  been  taken  to  restore  Britain^  economic 
health  and  standing  in  the  world.  Politicians  whose  ovfrn  cfedared 
policies  would  burden  the  United  Kingdom  with  new  spending  and 
taxation,  new  regulations,  and  new  threats  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation  itself. 
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You  con  only  be  sure  with  the  Conservu i 


A  CHOICE  OF  TWO  FUTURES  —  25  PLEDGES  FOR  THE  NATION 


The  Enterprise  Centre  of  Europe 


TAX  AND  SPENDING  Keep  tight 
control  of  public  spending  pnorities, 
aiming  for  our  target  of  a  20p  basic 
rate  of  income  tax  over  the  next 
parliament 

PRICES  AND  MORTGAGES  Stick  to 
the  policies  which  have  delivered  the 
lowest  inflation  levels  and  mortgage 
fora  generation,  meeting  our  inflation 
target  of  2-3%  or  less.  . 

JOBS  Protect  jobs  by  keeping  Britain 
out  of  the  European  Social  Chapter: 
build  on  our  record  of  falling  un¬ 
employment:  and  help  get  the  long 
term  unemployed  back  to  work 
including  by  requiring  those  on 
benefit  for  some  time  to  undertake 
work  experience  on  a  community 

Elfi'ER  PRISE  Support  growth  aid 
investment  by  keeping  Britain  the 
lowest  tax  major  economy  In  Europe, 
pursuing  Bntain"*s  global  trade 
opportunities  and  curbing  un¬ 
necessary  regulations.  . 


SMALL  BUSINESS  Reform  business 
rates  to  help  small  businesses. 

THE  FUTURE  Keep  Britain  ahead  in 
the  technology  of  the  future,  en¬ 
couraging  new  entertainment  and 
information  services,  and  using  the 
Millennium  Lottery  Fund  to  give 
people  access  to  new  computers  and 
information  links  in  schools,  libraries, 
and  other  public  places. 


.  and  Ownership  for 
duals  and  Families 


HELP  FOR  FAMILIES  Give  priority  to 
reducing  tax  bills  for  families  looking 
after  dependent  children  or  relatives 
by  allowing  one  partner’s  unused 
personal  allowance  to  be  transferred 
to  a  working  spouse  where  they  have 
these  responsibilities. 

HELP  FOR  CARERS  Help  family 
members  with  heavy  responsibilities 
caring  for  a  relative  to  take  a  much 
needed  break  through  a  new  Respite 
Cara  Programme. 

OWNERSHIP  Encourage  schemes 


that  help  employees  build  a 
shareholding  in  the  company  they 
work  for,  alongside  tax  benefits  for 
other  savings  schemes. 

PENSIONS  Transform  pensions  by 
providing  all  young  people  entering 
the  workforce  with  a  personal  pen¬ 
sion  fond  paid  for  by  a  rebate  on  their 
national  insurance  contributions, 
while  maintaining  a  state  pension 
guarantee. 

CARE  IN  OLD  AGE  Make  it  easier  for 
people  to  afford  the  cost  of  care  in  old 
age  without  giving  up  thBir  house  and 


nursery  voucher  scheme  offering  a 
choice  of  places  for  parents  of  all  4 

year  olds. 


disruption  to  essential  services. 
A  Safe  and  Civil  Society 


World  Class  Health  and  Public 

Services 


savings. 

IOOL 


SCHOOL  STANDARDS  Guarantee 
school  standards  by  intervening  dir¬ 
ectly  to  raise  standards  where 
schools  or  local  education  authorities 
are  Jetting  children  down. 

SCHOOL  CHOICE  Widen  choice 
and  diversity  in  schools,  with  more 
freedom  for  schools  to  develop  their 
own  character,  more  specialist 
schools,  and  a  grammar  school  in 
every  town  where  parents  want  that 
choice.  We  will  also  maintain  our 


NHS  FUNDING  PLEDGE  Continue, 
year  by  year,  to  increase  the  real 
resources  committed  to  the  NHS,  so 
NHS  spending  will  continue  to  share 
In  a  growing  economy. 

FAMILY  DOCTORS  Enable  all  family 
doctors  to  provide  a  wider  range  of 
services  in  their  surgeries  and  in 
practice-based  cottage  hospitals  - 
offering  faster  and  more  local  treat¬ 
ment 

CITIZEN'S  CHARTER  Continue  to 
improve  the  standards  and  value  for 
money  of  Britain's  public  services, 
giving  those  who  .  use  them  more 
information  and,  where  possible, 
wider  choice. 

ESSENTIAL  SERVICES  Introduce 


PUBLIC  SAFETY  Support  local 
police  schemes  to  crack  down  on 
petty  crime,  and  continue  our  funding 
tor  the  installation  of  TV  security 
cameras  in  town  centres  and  public 
places  that  want  them  throughout  the 
next  parliament 
JUVENIL 


public 
to  protect 
je;  and 
to  help, 
arts  and: 


lirrtain 
role 
and  con-. 


our; 

in 


JUVENILE  CRIME  Give  the  courts 
power  to  impose  speedy  sanctions 
on  youngsters,  including  an  element 
of  reparation  to  the  victim;  and 
continue  our  war  against  drugs. 
PERSISTENT  CRIMINALS  Ensure 
persistent  house  burglars  and  deal¬ 
ers  in  hard  drugs  receive  mandatory 
minimum  prison  sentences. 


A  Confident;  United  and  Sovereign 
Nation 


measures  to  protect  the  public 
against  strikes  mat  cause  excessive 


QUALITY  OF  LIFE  Continue  the 
renaissance  of  our  towns  and  cities, 
in  particular  harnessing  private  cap¬ 


'll  to  regenerate  the 
housing  estates;  conti, 
our  countryside  e 
use  the  National 
promote  British  spo 
culture.  . 

THE  ENVIRONMENT 

international  leaders1 
protecting  the  environr.-.,., 
tinue  improving  air  and  water  quality 
at  home  alongside  effective 
conservation  of  our  wiplife. 

THE  NATION  Maintain  the  unity  of « 
me  UnrtBd  Kingdom  add  preserve  the 
stability  0f  the  Natim  through 
evolutionary  -  rati 
tionary  -  approach 
change. 

EUROPE  Seek-  a 
nation  states  in  Eu 
Britain  to  be 
European  state. 

THE  POUND  Guarantee  that  Britain 
will  not  join  a  single 
next  parliament  u 


an. 
revolu- 


than 
constitutional 


currency  in  the 
. jness  the  British 
people  give  their  ex  iress  approval  m 


a  referendum. 
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rdu% 


f  The  duke 

Stella  Tillyard  on  a  reappraisal  of 
a  great  Victorian  who  seemed  to 
be  iiot  one  man  but  many 


ilh  the  generosity  that 
runs  through  all  his 
work,  Christopher 
.  Hubert  acknowled- 
inai  anyone  ^attempting  a  new 
jgwk  on  Wellington  necessarily 
labours  tn  the  sgadow  of  Elizabeth 
flongford*s  great  two-volume  life 
rhich  appeared  in  1969  and  I97Z 
he  does  not  add  is  that  his 
lessor's  work  had  a  context 
has  now  vanished,  the  loss  of 
makes '  a  new  work  an 
ganfirely  different  enterprise. 
gWhen  Longford  wrote  her  Wel¬ 
lington,  a  sense  of  deliverance  from 
horrors  off war  in  Europe  was 
tangible,  memories  of  slaugh- 

jrw  and  sacrifice  still  fresh.  Welling- 
£  ton’s  reputation,  encapsulating  the 
^national  ability  to 
f  triumph  in  (and 
Lbver  adversity, 
f^and  his  character 
traits  of  severe 
lusterity,  pairvs- 
ig  practicality 
^  the  sacrifice 
ptiF  personal  hjappi-  “““ — — — > 
Jfliess  to  the  service  of  Sovereign  and 
^State  were  spll  living  things.  Oam- 
S-age  or  alter  ^hem  and  something  in 
$tfre  nation ’sfunderytanding  of  itself 
r.jA  would  be  dinaged  and  altered  too. 
f^be  reader  may  have  had  a  sense 
ghat  Longford  loved  her  subject 
Ignore  as  3 'military  commander 
^than  as  a  statesman  or  politician. 
jpJiif  he  em^ged  unscathed.  a  hero 
jgkvhose  gruff  eccentricities  reflected 
rffnd  had  *  become  pan  of  the 
^nationateljaracier.  • 

£  Thirty  years  on  the  biographer’s 
^landscape  has  new  contours.  In  the 
£first  placed  as  memories  of  world 
Swar  fade,  so  does  the  importance  of 
0jasr  wari  that  formed  the  pre¬ 
history  ofMie  great  conflicts  of  our 
£pwn  cenftpy.  In  consequence,  the 
£men  who  pm  bodied  those  struggles 
;Jand  triumphs  ate"  fading  too; 

: -.sapped, ofihe  Jifeblood  of  memory. 
^Iheyhav^  become  busts  on  plinths, 
CTnetaflics&ms  of  a  bygone  age. 

In  the  Isecond  place  —  and  not 
^ccandderitaity  —  the  parameters  of 
national  identity,  of  what  it  means 
to  be  British  (or.  more  predsely,  an 
Englishman)  have  recognisably 
shifted.  In  Jbe  mid-1960s  die  Brit¬ 
ishness  that  Wellington  seemed  to 
embody  was  still  prevalent  Loyal¬ 
ty.  duty,  reserve  —  many  of 


WELLINGTON 
A  Personal  History 
By  Christopher  H  ibbert 
HarpcrCo/lins.  £30 
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Longford’s  readers  would  have 
recognised  these  attributes  in  them¬ 
selves  and  in  their  nation.  But 
Thatcherism’s  go-gening,  essential¬ 
ly  selfish  philosophy  of  choice  has 
chipped  away  at  the  idea  that 
service  and  self-sacrifice  are  essen¬ 
tial;  good  and  British  qualifies, 
while  feminism  has  demanded  a 
demonstrative  emotionality  in  men 
that  would  have  seemed  as  shock¬ 
ing  30  years  ago  as  it  was  to 
Wellington  himself. 

Thus  it  is  that  Hibbert’s  duke 
comes  into  a  very  different  world 
from  that  of  his  predecessor.  Wel¬ 
lington’s  public  reputation  is  at 
stake  only  among  a  few  high 
Anglican  historians  who  regard 
him  as  a  traitor  for  having  pushed 

_ _  through  Catholic 

emancipation  in 
1829.  He  is  an 
established  figure 
in  the  national 
pantheon,  but  no 
longer  a  pattern 
_ ...  for  rhe  nation. 

Wisely,  then.  Hib- 
bert  has  decided  10  dwell  relalively 
perfunctorily  on  Wellington's  arts 
of  generalship  and  statesmanship 
and  to  concentrate  on  the  private 
man. 

Not  for  nothing  is  H  ibbert  an 
admirer  of  Boswell.  He  has  proved 
himself  over  a  long  career  as  a 
distinguished  and  popular  histori¬ 
an  to  be  a  master  portraitist  of  great 
men’s  private  lives,  and  his  Wel¬ 
lington  is  depicted  in  scores  of 
captivating  vignettes  deftly  built 
into  a  convincing  and  satisfying 
picture.  If  Elizabeth  Longford 
showed  us  two  Wellingtons  —  the 
charismatic  military  leader  and  the 
less  likeable  politician  —  Hibbert 
brings  us  four. 

First  comes  Arthur  Wesley,  a 
gauche,  impecunious  Irish  school¬ 
boy  who  joined  the  Army  at  18. 
went  out  to  India  a  colonel  in  1796. 
and.  after  nineyears  and  some  help 
from  his  brother  the  Governor- 
General.  came  back  Major-Gener¬ 
al  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  a  military 
hero,  a  rich  man  and  a  confirmed 
womaniser.  But  his  mature  charac¬ 
ter  was  not  yet  established.  The 
man  who  would  later  strike  others 
as  master  of  the  telling  aphorism 
often  seemed  jejune  and  pompous; 
the  proud  philistine  who  would 


who  pounded  longest 


A  sun-lit  old  age  in  Franz  Winterhalter’s  The  First  of  May  0851),  Wellington  presents  a  gift  to  Queen  Victoria’s  son.  Prince  Arthur 


declare  of  poets  that  “there  is  no 
believing  a  word  they  say ...  I  have 
the  worst  opinion  of  them"  was  die 
absorbed  reader  of  such  fictional 
concoctions  as  Illicit  Love.  Fashion - 
able  Involvements  and  Love  at  First 
Sight. 

It  was  in  the  Peninsula  and  as 
victor  of  Waterloo  that  Major- 
General  Wei  lesley  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  Iron  Duke  of 
Wellington,  a  military  commander 
whose  genius  was  the  capacity  to 
take  infinite  pains  with  his  army 
and  infinite  care  in  his  planning.  It 
was  in  the  aftermath  of  Waterloo 


that  this  Wellington  came  home  to 
his  unhappy  marriage  —  character¬ 
istically,  he  had  undertaken  it  as  a 
matter  of  honour  —  and  perfected 
his  persona  as  a  man  of  bluff 
reserve  who  assuaged  his  loneli¬ 
ness  with  the  attentions  of  a  series 
of  mistresses  and  female  confi¬ 
dantes.  He  became  the  object  of 
universal  veneration  and  also  of 
female  longing,  who  was  showered 
with  money  and  titles,  was  written 
into  novels  and  painted  onto  can¬ 
vas.  But  Wellington  fell  rapidly 
from  this  eminence  when  he  be¬ 
came  Prime  Minister  in  1828. 


The  third  Wellington  Hibbert 
shows  us  is  the  strangely  contradic¬ 
tory  politician,  the  reactionary  re¬ 
formist.  Wellington  accepted  the 
need  for  Catholic  emancipation  not 
as  a  right  but  as  a  way  of  avoiding 
civil  war  in  his  native  Ireland;  he 
declared  that  “the  people  are  rotten 
to  the  core”,  but  bowed  to  the 
inevitability  of  the  Reform  Act  For 
a  while  he  garnered  abuse  and  even 
hatred  as  a  symbol  of  the  old  order 
that  seemed  to  be  passing.  But  in 
the  last  and  most  moving  section  of 
his  book  Hibbert  brings  us  a  fourth 
Wellington,  who  survived  this  un¬ 


popularity  to  move  into  a  sun-lit  old 
age  in  which  his  dislike  of  the 
people  was  swamped  by  their 
patriotic  regard  for  him  as  a  figure 
embodying  the  new  national  great¬ 
ness.  Over  a  million  people  attend¬ 
ed  his  funeral.  “One  cannot  ... 
think  of  England  without  him.” 
wrote  Queen  Victoria.  We  can  now. 
and  we  do.  but  H  Albert's  excellent 
portrait  reminds  us  of  the  losses  as 
well  as  the  gains  of  that  separation. 

Stella  Tillyard’s  Citizen  Lord  is 
published  this  month  by  Chaito  & 
Windus. 


Story 

not 

song 

Louise  Doughty 
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COUNTRY  music  is  widely  re¬ 
garded  with  humour  in  this  coun¬ 
try  —  and  it  is  often  (erroneously) 
assumed  that  American  singer- 
songwriters  of  the  genre  have  had 
any  sense  0/  self-irony  surgically 
removed.  Rosanne  Cash's  collec¬ 
tion  of  stories  confirms  this  preju¬ 
dice,  although  at  her  best.  Cash  has 
an  acute  eye  and  a  fair  wit 

Bodies  of  Water  is  a  series  of 
autobiographical  musings  which 
all  too  often  resort  to  metaphorical 
meandering.  In  The  Arc  of  Loneli¬ 
ness:  “Deferred  pain  is  the  drug  of 
choice  —  feeling  seen  in  a  mirror, 
framed  by  calculation  and  dis¬ 
tance.  Deferred  pain  is  the  heat 
that  shapes  the  arc.”  Set  to  The  right 
music  and  with  a  few  beers  inside 
you,  this  might  conceivably  be 
poetic.  Read  from  the  page  when 
you  are  stone  cold  sober,  it  is 
meaningless  drivel. 

Idiosyncratic  moments  show 
that  Cash  is  capable  of  a  great  deal 
more.  A  toddler  licks  the  gfirter  off 
the  low-hanging  ornaments  of  a 
Christmas  tree  and  the  next  day. 
“when  I  changed  her  diaper,  her 
poop  was  aglow  with  brilliant  little 
flecks  of  silver  and  blue”.  Easily 
die  best  story  is  the  simplest,  called 
Dinner.  A  couple  dine  in  New  York 
with  friends  who  break  the  news 
that  they  are  going  to  have  a  baby. 
The  narrators  of  the  other  stories 
are  not  nearly  as  self-deprecating 
or  as  honest.  Unlike  in  song,  if  a 
character  in  fiction  wants  to  have  a 
catharsis,  it  must  first  be  earned. 


Rosanne  Cash:  could  do  better 


Marthe’s  memorial 


ulures 

r.lM„  t&t**1* 


The  first  shock  in  this  fascinat¬ 
ing  serial  documentary 
comes  on  its  second  page:  the 
Princess  Marthe  Bibesco,  star  and 
■'beauty  of  the  beau  monde  before 
,  the  First  World  War,  died  as  late  as 
.1973.  But  she  began  young.  Con- 
..ceived  in  Paris,  where  her  father 
-twas  the  Romanian  Ambassador. 
•'•  she  was  bom  in  Bucharest  in  1886 
•  rand  at  the  age  of  15  was  betrothed  to 
the  famous  aviator  and  philanderer 
George  Bibesco,  scion  of  one  of 
Romania’s  few  princely  houses.  It 
was  an  exotic  world  to  our  eyes  — 
.Marthe  was  descended  from  the 
•  Othello  of  whom  Shakespeare 
--wrote  i-  and  the  country,  a  brand 
new  monarchy  only  a  few  years  out 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  was  an 
“  uneasy  Balkan  mix,  struggling  to 
^identify  with  the  West 

In  due  course,  the  princess 
‘became  more  af  home  in  London 
and  Paris  than  in  Romania,  whose 
sad,  chaotic  history  threw  her  in 
and  out-  of  favour  there  (she  is 
currently  in,  with  a  foundation 
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jiarned  after  her).  Success  came 
‘.fast,  in  Paris  in  1908,  on  the 
^publication  of  her  first  book  at  the 
'age  of  22. 

Her  social  apogee  came  after  Che 
First  World  War,  when  her  hus¬ 
band  gave  her  a  derelict  family 
, -property,  a  Venetian-Byzantine 
i  Bibesco  palace  of  fantastic  charm 
:  in  tbe  Romanian  countryside. 
'  where  she  entertained  many  of  the 
'  great  players  on  the  international 
.  scene.  As  a  hostess  she  was  pander 
'  and  seder  than  Cunard,  Colefax. 
i  Morrell.  Her -intimates  indudai 
'  Alfonso  XIII  anti  the  s™  of 
i  Kaiser.  Amazingly,  she  was  the 
;  great  love  of  Ramsay  MacDonald^ 
;  later  life,  though  probably  never 
!  slept  with  him.  Her  final  admirer 

'  was  Charles  de  Gaulle. 

i  Marthe  enjoyed  the  trappings  of 
I  glaanour,  was  dressed  ty  PomA- 
(  Chanel,  Lanvin,  travelled  on  ihe 
!  Orient  Express,  stayed  at  allj-te 
i  Rites  and  had  that,  delightful 
■  teasing  candoor  of  immodesty 
(  which  is  so  un-English.  Later  in  life 
,  she  said;  “The  only  thing!  regret. 

;  when  I.  look  in  the  mirror  and  see 
i  the  lines  around  my  eyes.  *s  that  1 
>  can't  any  more  give  die  same 

;  aesthetic  pleasure1  to  ^strangers  . . . 

i  without  rally  trying.*’ 

Bur  she  had.  too,  tiie  deeper 
;  glaihour  of  a  life  by 

romance  and  tragedy,  bound  upas 
i  it  was  with  the  horrors  of  Central 
[and  Eastern  Europe  in  the  ZDtn 
{  century.  Marthe  was  accused  by 
tfcffioi  Marie  of  Romania  after  me 


War  of  collaboration 
fcrmans,  for  having 
d  with  the  Thum  und 
during  it;  and  she  also 
piiality  from  top  Nazis 
the  Second. 

-  builds  dramatically 
■nd  and  moves  into  its 
gnant  context:  the  loss 
nian  world  first  to  the 
to  the  Communists, 
sequent  excoriation  as 
of  the  people".  She 
iris  in  the  nick  of  time. 

machinations  her 
d  son-in-law  were  re¬ 
prison  to  join  her  and 
labilities  continue  — 
ante  in  Cornwall.  A  L 
neighbour  there.  “She 
at  woman  —  such 
e  says.  “She  never 
ind  never  spoke  of  the 
randeur  she  lost;  she 


adored  life  and  was  determined  to 
maintain  standards  ai  ail  costs.  1 
thought  she  was  magnificent.” 

In  her  final  phase,  rhe  princess 
found  herself  having  to  write  more 
desperately  titan  ever  —  to  pay  two 
grandsons'  school  Tees  among  other 
things.  It  is  a  curiously  subdued 
and  noble  ending  to  a  life  lived  on 
the  grandesr  stage.  Christine  Suth¬ 
erland  is  a  conscientious  guide  to 
its  twisting  course,  and  very  good 
too  on  the  often  complex  political 
background,  though  she  over-ag- 
gressively  takes  Marthe’s  side  in 
the  long-running  feud  with  Queen 
Marie.  Also  the  account  of  the  post- 
Second  World  War  period  is  too 
rapid,  fewer  than  20  pages.  I 
wanted  10  know  much  more  about 
the  last  3  wars.  What  for  example 
happened 'to  rhe  grandson  who 
went  to  Australia  and  changed  his 
name  to  “Moore"? 


The  distinguished  American 
biologist  Jared  Diamond 
opens  with  a  question  posed 
to  him  some  25  years  ago  by  Yali,  a 
native  from  New  Guinea.  Yali 
asked:  “Why  have  you  white  people 
got  more  cargo  than  we  blacks?” 
The  rest  of  the  book  seeks  to  answer 
Yali's  question,  and  it  amounts  to 
the  most  absorbing  account  on 
offer  of  the  emergence  of  a  world 
divided  between  haves  and  have- 
nots. 

Why  (to  reduce  the  matter  to  its 
crudest  terms]  do  whites  rule  the 
world?  Is  it  because  they  simply  are 
innately  superior?  There  is  not  a 
shred  of  evidence  —  be  it  biological, 
generic  or  psychological  —  to 
support  that  hypothesis.  Diamond 
contends.  Rather  in  the  lottery  of 
life,  whites  (ie,  Eurasians,  or  Cau¬ 
casians)  have  had  all  the  luck  — 
that  is,  all  the  environmental 
breaks. 

Homo  sapiens  started  off  a 
hunter-gatherer.  In  time  —  in  some 
places  at  about  the  end  of  the  last 
Ice  Age  (around  10.000  BQ  — 
population  rise  pressed  on  re¬ 
sources,  and  in  the  Fertile  Crescent 
and  some  other  spots,  notably 
China,  people  began  to  be  able  to 
produce  their  own  food.  Agricul¬ 
ture  meant  settlement;  it  generated 
the  surpluses  which  were  necessary 
to  support  kings,  bureaucrats, 
scribes,  craftsmen,  dries  and 
armies. 

Civilisation  as  we  know  it  was 
thus  founded  upon  new  skills  in 
growing  crops  and  domesticating 
animals  (for  food,  clothing,  traction 
and  a is  machines  of  war).  Why  did 
not  peoples  the  world  over  become 
“rivilised"in  this  way?  Not  because 
they  were  ‘'backward".  Diamond 
asserts,  but  because  the  Fertile 
Crescent  almost  uniquely  pos¬ 
sessed  all  the  trump  cards:  native 
spedes  of  nutritious  grain,  which 
could  be  selectively  bred  into 


Civilised  or  just 
plain  lucky? 


Roy  Porter 
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wheat,  barley  and  pulses,  and  wild 
versions  of  what  became  domesti¬ 
cated  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  dogs  and 
horses 

Everywhere  else,  one  or  more  of 
those  favourable  elements  was 
missing.  Evolving  geologically  sep¬ 
arately.  the  Americas  had  never 
supported  the  right  sort  of  large 
mammals  to  carry  the  burdens  of 


civilisation  (llamas  were  localised, 
and  you  can  do  only  so  much  with 
turkeys),  while  elsewhere,  for  in¬ 
stance,  Australia,  such  creatures 
had  been  driven  to  extinction  by 
early  human  beings. 

And  what  of  Attica?  Africa  has 
remarkably  few  native  domestic¬ 
able  animals  (you  try  taming  a 
rhino,  a  hippo  or  even  a  zebra); 
some  of  the  more  easily  cultivated 
parts  of  the  continent  —  for 
example,  the  Cape  —  unluckily 
possessed  few  native  grains  or  trees 
that  yielded  abundant  human  food. 

Even  elementary  geography 
helped  the  whites.  The  great  Eur¬ 
asian  continent  has  a  west-east 
axis.  It  was  thus  reasonably  easy 
for  humans,  beasts  and  crops  to 
move  all  the  way  between  Ireland 
and  Indonesia  and  back.  By  con¬ 


trast.  the  Americas  and  Africa  run 
north  to  south,  presenting  almost 
insurmountable  climatic  obstacles 
for  food  transfer  with  every  band  of 
latitude.  And  finally  (some  people 
have  all  the  luck!)  because  Cauca¬ 
sians  had  evolved  alongside  large 
mammals,  they  became  carriers  of, 
while  to  some  extent  immune  toy 
die  great  animal-originated  dis¬ 
eases.  such  as  smallpox,  measles 
and  flu.  When  Europeans  fanned 
out  on  their  colonial  mission,  it  was 
their  germs  no  less  than  their  guns 
that  felled  natives  who  lacked  any 
resistance. 

The  pieces  of  this  answer  to  Yali's 
question  are  mainly  well  known. 
But  they  have  never  before  been  put 
together  so  coherently,  with  such  a 
combination  of  expertise,  chairo 
and  compassion. 

MARY  EVANS 


First  farmers:  early  milking  and  churning.  Europe  had  an  abundance  of  domesticable  animals 


Coyne’s  justice:  certainly  not  a  fair  cop 


FOR  quite  a  while,  the  Europeani¬ 
sation  of  Irish  literature  trumpeted 
by  Dermal  Bolger  in  the  Picador 
Book  of  Contemporary  Irish  Fic¬ 
tion  and  viewed  as  marking  a  new 
maturity,  seemed  to  reside  almost 
solely  in  the  person  of  Hugo 
Hamilton.  To  those  who  wished  the 
Irish  novel  to  go  on  the  creative 
equivalent  of  an  inter-rail  journey, 
Hamilton  —  whose  mother  is 
German  and  whose  first  three 
novels  were  set  in  Germany  — 
shewed  what  could  be  achieved. 

What  then  are  we  to  make  of 
Hamilton’s  fourth  novel,  a  tongue- 
in-cheek  detective  story  set  wholly 
in  Dublin  and  awash  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  Irish  life?  Has  the  Dublin 
writer  become  a  Eurosceptic? 

What  seems  to  have  happened  is 
that  Hamilton  appears  to  have  let 
go  and  started  to  enjoy  himself  on 
the  page.  Previous  critical  opinion 
has  always  praised  him  for  ele¬ 
gance.  economy  and  exactitude, 
with  underlying  hints  that  ihe  work 
has  been  somewhat  humourless. 


Antonia  Logue 

HEADBANGER 
By  Hugo  Hamilton 

Seeker  &  Warburg,  £12.99 
ISBN 0436 2041$  5 


Headbanger  is  as  surprising  as  if 
Nick  Hornby  had  suddenly  deliv¬ 
ered  a  Proustian  epic. 

Hamilton’s  central  character  is 
Garda  fct  Coyne,  a  kamikaze  cop 
on  a  quest  to  instil  justice  in  the 
souls  of  nil  Ireland,  starting  with 
Dublin’s  gangland  bosses.  He  is 
consumed  by  his  vision  of  a  better 
world  until  he  goes  off  the  rads 
altogether  by  torching  cars,  kid¬ 
napping  the  bosses'  moll,  and 
beating  up  his  wife’s  art  teacher. 
"Coyne's  Justice”,  he  calls  his 
deeds,  and  with  all  the  bloody- 
minded  fervour  of  the  exrreme 
right  wing  he  tumbles  manually 
through  Dublin's  underworld. 

Coyne  is  a  majestic  creation.  A 


rigidly  conservative  and  none-too- 
bright  Garda  has  long  been  a 
staple  of  apocryphal  pub  stories, 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  village 
policeman  in  James  Stephens’s  The 
Crock  of  Gold,  and  MacCruiskeen 
in  Flann  O’Brien’s  The  Third 
Policeman,  the  thick  cop  has  been 
on  a  long  career  break  in  Irish 
literature.  Few  who  read  The  Last 
Shot  or  The  Love  Test  would  have 
pegged  Hamilton  as  the  man  to  put 
him  back  on  the  beat 

Conventional  wisdom  dictates 
that  writing  about  urban  break¬ 
down  should  be  fraught  with 
pieristic  didacticism.  Hamilton  re¬ 
jects  this  sermonising  route  and 
through  an  accretion  of  one-liners 
and  humorous  set-pieces  he  sketch¬ 
es  a  morally  ambivalent  world 
which  is  immensely  compelling 
and  engaging. 

Hamilton  look  a  tremendous 
risk  in  moving  so  dramatically 
from  the  territory  he  staked  out  in 
his  previous  three  novels,  but  his 
gamble  has  added  an  extra  dimen¬ 


sion  to  his  writing.  Hamilton  has 
discovered  a  red  comic  genius,  and 
it  is  this,  combined  with  the 
intelligence  of  his  vision,  which 
makes  Headbanger  such  an  im¬ 
pressive  departure.  If  Flann  O’Bri¬ 
en’s  lunatic  Professor  De  Selby  had 
genetically  engineered  a  cross  be¬ 
tween  the  novels  of  Raymond 
Chandler  and  those  of  Patrick 
McCabe,  this  is  what  the  progeny 
might  well  have  looked  like. 

Antonia  Logue’s  novel, 

Shadowbox,  will  be  published  by 
Bloomsbury  next  year. 
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AIR  Tickets  Direct  has  a  £278 
excursion  fore  to  Los  Angeles 
allowing  a  stopover  in  New 
York.  Details;  0990  32Q3Z1. 

■  DISCOUNTED  Swiss  Air 
lares  to  numerous  destina¬ 
tions  including  Delhi  for  £399, 
Beijing  £344:  Dubai  £288; 
Johannesburg  E473  are  avail¬ 
able  through  The  Travel  Bug. 
Details:  0990  737747. 

■  BRITISH  Midland  will 
launch  Scandinavian  flights 
on  April  21  with  fares  of  £98  i 
for  Copenhagen,  Oslo  at  £138 
and  Gothenburg  at  £205.  De¬ 
tails:  0345  554554. 

■  BRITISH  Airways  has  a 
£89  Apex  between  Gatwick, 
Plymouth.  Newquay  or  Bris¬ 
tol.  Details:  0345  2221II. 

■  THAI  International  has  a 
£485  Super  Saver  Fare  to 
Bangkok  with  domestic  desti¬ 
nations  such  as  Ching  Mai  or 
Chiang  Rai  priced  at  E545. 
Details:  0171-499  9113. 

■  SEOUL-BOUND  business 
dass  passengers  flying  BA  can 
take  along  a  companion  free. 
So  two  persons  pay  E3.977. 
Details:  0345  2221 11. 


CITY  BREAKS  in  Europe  and 
North  America  at  savings  of 
up  to  £40  a  person  are 
included; in  the  new  Spring- 
savers  programme  from  Brit¬ 
ish  Airways  Holidays.  Prices 
start  from  £164  for  two  nights 
in  Paris  and  £375  for  three 
nights  in  Boston.  Details: 
01293723100. 

■  ACTIVITY  breaks  for  be¬ 
ginners  and  experts  are  on 
offer  at  holiday  parks  in 
Dorset  from  Hoseasons  Holi¬ 
days  with  lodge  araxnmoda- 
non  from  £25  a  person  a  week. 
Details:  01502  500500. 

■  FREE  BULBFIELD  lours 
are  included  in  short  breaks 
from  Amsterdam  Travel  Ser¬ 
vice.  Pries  from  E169  a  person 
for  two  nights  in  a  one-star 
hotel  to  £285  for  a  five-star 
hotel  with  return  flights  from 
London  and  Manchester.  De¬ 
tails:  01992456056. 

■  THREE  NIGHTS  in  Ha¬ 
vana  and  ten  at  a  Cuban - 
beach  resort  from  E499  a 
person  all-indusive  with 
flights  every  Tuesday  from 
April  15  until  June  24  are  on 
offer  from  The  Cuba  Experi¬ 
ence.  Details:  0171-916  2233. 


■  BALI  with  savings  of  up  to ' 
£191  a  person  is  on  offer  until 
June  30  from  Silk  Cut  Travel 
with  prices  starling  from  £779 
for  a  week's  accommodation 
and  return  flights.  Details: 
01730265211. 

■  THE  ATLAS  Mountains,  a 
Berber  village  and  ancient 
port  are  included  in  a  nine-day 
Moroccan  tour  with  Travel- 
bag  Adventures  leaving 
Heathrow  an  April  26.  Priced 
from  £485  a  person.  Details: 
01420541007. 

■JAMAICA  for  a  fortnight 
for  £399  a  person  including 
room  and  Unijet  flight  from 
Gatwick  on  April  28  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Advantage  Travel 
Centres.  Details:  0990  881888. 

■  AN  AEGEAN  cruise 
aboard  Cunard’s  Vistafiord 
for  12  nights  from  May  5  for 
£1,413  a  person  is  among  the 
cut-price  cruises  on  offer  from 
Page  &  Moy,  Details:  0116-2S0 
7722. 

■  VENICE  for  £219  a  person 

for  a  week  in  a  three-star  hold 

and  flight  from  Manchester 
on  May  11,  available  from 
Cosmos.  Details:  0161-5799. 
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land  sites  are  on  offer  to  those  bookmga  mumnum  two- 
night  stay  featured  in  the  newFreedom  Breaks 
brochure  firom  Consort  Hotels.  Details:  0345  660418. 


THE  four-star  Arden  Thistle 
Hotel  in  die  heart  of  Stratford- 
upon-Avon  has  a  Murder 
Mystery  Weekend  on  May  lb- 
18.  The  price  of  £165  per  person 
indudes  a  champagne  recep¬ 
tion,  twu  nights’  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  full  board.  Details: 
01789294949. 

■  ENTRANCE  to  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Academy  from  June  l  to 
August  10,  as  well  as  a  two- 
course  lunch  at  die  nearby 
Brown’s  HoteL  is  available  for 
£17  per  head  or  £23  for  three 
courses.  Details:  0171-5184121. 

■  KNOCKINAAM  Lodge  on 
the  Scottish  coast  at 
Portpatrick.  Wigtownshire, 
has  a  two-night  gourmet 
weekend  available  on  April  II- 
12  featuring  three  top  chefs 
and  including  a  wine-tasting 
and  kitchen  demonstration- 
price  is  £220  per  person  for 
two  nights  induding  dinners. 
Details:  01776  810471. 

■  i  F-ARN  to  drive  an  off-road 
four-wheel-drive  vehide  at  a 
weekend  break  during  May  at 
the  Haycock  Hold  at 
Wansford  near  Peterborough. 
Cost  for  the  four-by-four  week¬ 


end  break  is  per  person 
for  dinner,  bed  and  bred^ 
and  tuition-  Details:  017W 
782223. 

■  GUESTS  staying  in  a  de¬ 
luxe  room  at  the  Hotel  Byblos 
in  St  Tropez,  France,  will 
automatically  be  upgraded  to 
a  junior  suite  if  booked 
through  Leading  Hotels  of  the 
World  this  month-  Cost  of  a  , 
deluxe  room  starts  at  £153  per 
night  Details:  0800  181 123. 

■  WALK  the  Cotswold  Way 
on  an  escorted  tour  and  stay  at 
two  Pride -of  Britain  Hotels. 
Calcot  Manor  ar  Tetbuiy  and 
the  Green  Way  near  Chelten¬ 
ham.  Tours  last  four  or  five 
days  and  start  at  E530  per 
person,  including  accommo¬ 
dation  and  dinner  and  are 
organised  through  Heritage 
Touring.  Details:  01305 
266440. 

■  THE  Sol  Melia  hotel  group 
has  a  special  “Buy  Youreelf  a 
Chy”  weekend  offer  at  51  of  its 
dty  hotels  in  Spain  and  Portu¬ 
gal  for  just  over  £30  per  room 
per  night.  The  offer,  available 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  must 
include  a  Saturday  night  stay. 
Details:  0800  962720. 


p&O  EUROPEAN  Ferries  has 
rates  of  £9  per  passenger  and 
£15  per  car  on  sailings  from 
Portsmouth  to  Le  Havre  or 
Cherbourg.  Visitors  can  spend 
up  to  36  hours  in  France,  valid 
until  May  15.  Details:  0990 
980555. 

■  STENA  LINE  has  a  special 
£56  five-day  fare  on  Dover- 
Calais  and  Newhaven-Dieppe 
routes  until  May  22,  valid  for  a 
car  and  up  to  nine  people.  A 
standard  return  costs  £126  — 
but  both  must  be  booked  and 
paid  for  by  April  30.  Details: 

0990  707070. 

■  SEA  FRANCE  has  under¬ 
cut"  Srena  with  a  £49  fare  for  a 
car  and  nine  passengers  on 
Dover-Calais  for  travel  by 
May  11.  Fares  for  travel  by 
May  22  rise  to  £66  for  a  car 
and  five  passengers,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  passengers  costing  £2. 
Details:  0990  71 171 L 

■  STENA  has  space  on  its 
two  freight  ships  operating 
Harwich^ Hook  of  Holland  for 
cars  towing  caravans,  or 
motorhomes.  The  £198  return 
is  available  from  June  to 
September.  Details:  0990 
707070. 
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More  than  just  low  cost  flights  worldwide 

WITH  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  HIRE 

Call  Trail  finders  for  the  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  LonghauL* 0171-938  3939.  lf|j 

Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-937  5400  Un^ 
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.  BIRMINGHAM  Worldwide:  0121-236 1234 
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MANCHESTER  Worldwide:  0161-839  6969 
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Monument  Travel 


Our  fares  are 
ridiculously  small. 


01476  404747 
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Are  you  a  tipper  or  tight-fisted? 

tv  .  _  _  CHHSDUGQAN 


FAX. 

732  7824  -  • 


By  Tow  Da  we 

THE  BRITISH  abroad  are  enthusi-  in  four 
asflc  uppers  but  confused  abour  II  and 
when  and  where  to  give  extra  and  so  would  i 
tend  to  err  on  the  mean  side.  Half 
accordtng  10  a  survey  published  intervie 

research  by  Gallup  for  much  ti 
Via  UK  reveals  rhat  Britons  are  mature 
tiymg jo  throw  off  their  reputation  uncena 
for  being  tight-fisted.  but  are  uncer-  shape  i 
tain  about  the  rules  of  tipping  in  Via  ir 
foreign  countries  and  are  happier  to  guide  w 
find  a  service  charge  on  their  bills.  offers 
~Thac  uncertainty  is  reflected  in  the  guide  ; 
amount  we  rip  abroad  which  is  indudii 
surprisingly  modest  and  often  less  dozen  p 
than  10  per  cent.-  says  Carmel  Clarke  -  Prac 

of  Visa.  Eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  country 
1,000  people  questioned  do,  however,  holiday 
believe  in  tipping  while  on  holiday  expect,’ 
and  only  2  per  cent  say  they  have  United 
never  given  a  tip  when  abroad.  should 

Holidaymakers  almost  always  rip  someon 
the  waiter  or  waitress  in  a  restaurant;  hailing 
two  out  of  three  give  gratuities  to  taxi  “in  1 
drivers,  hotel  maids  and  porters:  oppositi 
more  than  half  even  tip  bar  staff,  but  Austral 
only  a  third  pay  anything  extra  to  similar 
hairdressers  abroad.  Most  insist.  Gene 
however,  that  they  only  tip  if  the  ripping 
service  is  good  to  excellent.  local  cl 

This  British  willingness  to  rip  can  rev 
abroad  contrasts  with  the  approach  your  lui 
at  home  where  an  increasing  number  Visa  all 
of  people  complain  about  what  check  t 
Hilary  Rubinstein,  editor  of  the  charge 
Good  Hotel  Guide .  calls  “the  arbr-  that  the; 
trary,  antiquated  and  discreditable  advice: 
practice  of  imposing  a  service  charge  they  art 
or  touting  for  tips".  '  The  i 

The  British  reputation  for  mean*  that  the 
ness  is  partly  upheld  by  the  survey,  are  hap 
While  most  other  Europeans  arid  out  of  te 
Americans  wflj  give  gratuities  of  for  cla 
between  10  and  15  per  cent.  57  per  shoppir 
cent  questioned  by  Gallup  said  they  challenj 
would  tip  less  than  10  pier  cent.  One  ever,  sn 


in  four  said  they  would  give  between 
II  and  15  per  cent  and  only  one  in  16 
would  give  more. 

Half  of  the  16  to  24-year-olds 
interviewed  were  unclear  about  how 
much  to  rip  on  holiday,  but  far  fewer 
mature  tourists  admitted  to  being 
uncertain.  The  research  has  helped  to 
shape  the  information  provided  by 
Visa  in  this  year's  holiday  money 
guide  which  the  credit  card  compiany 
offers  free  to  holidaymakers.  The 
guide  focuses  on  money  customs, 
including  tipping  and  haggling,  in  a 
draen  popular  holiday  destinations. 

“Practices  vary  from  country  to 
country  and  ir  makes  life  easier  for 
holidaymakers  if  they  know  whai  to 
expect,”  Ms  Clarke  says.  “In  the 
United  States,  for  example,  you 
should  tip  in  every  situation,  whether 
someone  is  carrying  your  bags  or 
hading  a  taxi, 

“In  Thailand,  the  picture  is  the 
opposite  and  no  one  expects  a  rip.  In 
Australia  and  Spain,  the  approach  is 
similar  to  this  country." 

_  General  advice  from  Visa  on 
ripping  is  to  carry  a  small  amount  of 
local  currency  with  you  so  that  you 
can  reward  the  person  who  carries 
your  luggage  at  the  airport  or  hotel. 
Visa  also  advises  holidaymakers  to 
check  their  bills  to  see  if  a  service 
charge  has  already  been  added  so 
that  they  do  not  pay  twice,  and  to  seek 
advice  about  local  tipping  customs  if 
they  are  unsure. 

The  Gallup  survey  also  reveals 
that  ihe  traditionally  reserved  British 
are  happy  to  haggle  on  holiday.  Sue 
out  of  ten  said  that  they  had  haggled 
for  clothes  and  souvenirs  when 
shopping  abroad  and  had  found  it  “a 
challenge  and  fun".  The  rest,  how¬ 
ever.  still  find  it  “embarrassing". 
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Tip  airport  and  hotel  porters 
$1  a  bag  taxi  drivers  15-20 
per  cent  of  the  fare;  hotel 
doormen  $2  on  arrival.  In 
restaurants,  tip  about  the 
same  amount  as  the  tax 
charged  <17  per  cerrt). 


FRANCE 


Tip  porters,  guides,  door¬ 
men,  taxi  dnvers  and  hair¬ 
dressers  FFr  5-10.  in  cafes 
and  restaurants,  a  15  per 
cent  charge  ts  normally 
added  but  extra  10  per  cent 
for  good  service  is  normal. 


Tipping  porters  and  taxi 
dnvers  is  not  necessary.  In 
restaurants  and  hotels,  a 
service  charge  is  usually 
included  but  leave  an  addi¬ 
tional  tip  of  10-15  per  cent 
and  at  least  1 ,000  lire. 


!  Tip  porters  up  to  500  pese- 
j  tas  but  tipping  taxi  drivers  is 
|  not  essential.  In  restaurants, 
!  tip  5-10  per  cent  for  good 
I  service;  in  hotels,  service  is 
!  included. 


TURKEY 


I  Tip  airport  and  hotel  porters, 

]  theatre  and  cinema  ushers  a 
I  small  amount  Taxi  drivers  do 
j  not  expect  a  tip  but  you 
\  could  round  the  fare  up.  In 
|  restaurants,  tip  10  per  cent 
» of  the  bill. 


THAILAND 


Tipping  is  not  the  custom 
and  even  taxi  drivers  do  not 
expect  extra.  Staff  in  some 
city  restaurants  do  now  wel¬ 
come  tips  although  a  service 
charge  is  sometimes  added. 
Tip  the  bellboys  in  top  hotels. 


British  Airways  plans 
New  York  ‘second  home’ 
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Cottage  holidays  are  bade  in  fashion  as  families  rediscover  the  joys  of  Britain 

UK  cottage  holidays  boom 
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MILLIONS  of  young  fam¬ 
ilies.  raised  on  package  holi¬ 
days  in  the  Mediterranean, 
are  rediscovering  traditional 
British  self-catering  breaks  by 
the  sea  and  in  the  countryside. 

Bookings  for  cottages  are 
booming  as  young  couples, 
bored  with  Spain  or  Greece, 
are  turning  to  the  kind  of 
holiday  their  grandparents 
enjoyed  as  children,  but 
which  they  have  never  had. 

A  sharp  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  properties,  invest¬ 
ment  in  attractions  and  the 
recent  run  of  good  summer 
weather  have  combined  to 
convince  record  numbers  of 
parents  in  their  twenties  that 
Britain  is  a  holiday  destmar 
tion  to  rival  the  traditional 
foreign  sunspots. 

"There  is  a  whole  genera¬ 
tion  of  people  under  the  age  of 
30  who  have  never  known 
anything  bat  a  cheap  foreign 
package  —  and  they  are 
getting  fed  up  with  it"  says 
Geoff  Cowley,  marketing  di¬ 
rector  of  Country  Holidays, 
part  of  the  Holiday  Cottages 

“Lifestyles  have  changed  in 
the  past  few  decades  and  the 
huge  investment  that  has 
been  made  in  Britain  has 
proved  that  Britain  has  attrac- 
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dons,  too  —  and  you  don't 
have  to  fight  through  crowded 
airports  to  find  them.” 

Judy  Robson,  holiday  cot¬ 
tages  manager  for  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Trust,  says  that  forward 
bookings  were  “extremely 
good”  and  that  almost  all 
their  properties  had  been 
booked  from  May  to 
September. 

“There  is  no  doubt  people 
are  looking  to  this  country  for 
their  one-week  holiday.”  she 
says.  “The  quality  is  so  high 
now  that  it  is  attracting  an 
enormous  number  of  repeat 
bookings,  too.” 

The  English  Tourist  Board 
says  cottages  appeal  to  the 
independent  holidaymaker. 
“Improved  quality  and  value 
for  money,  coupled  with 
diDd-friendty  facilities  mean 
that  selfcatering  is  befog 
recognised  as  an  attractive 
alternative  to  hotel  accommo¬ 
dation.”  a  spokesman  says. 

The  average  price  of  one  of 
the  10,000  properties  let  by 
Country  Holidays  is  abour 
£300  a  week  for  four  people. 
This  compares  with  about 
£250  per  person  fora  Mediter¬ 
ranean  package. 

Holiday  cottages  are  partic¬ 


ularly  popular  with  young 
families  because  they  can 
reach  their  destination  easily, 
taking  as  much  as  they  want 
with  them,  including  toys. 

A  growing  number  of  cot¬ 
tage-owners  are  now  letting 
their  properties  through  com¬ 
panies  specialising  in  British 
holidays,  but  there  is  still  an 
acute  shortage  of  quality 
property. 

The  countryside  is  also 
becoming  popular  with  for¬ 
eign  visitors  with  bookings  up 
more  than  10  per  cent  on  last 
year.  This  year  the  overall 
market  is  expected  to  grow  by 
at  least  3  per  cent  partly 
because  of  the  recent  good 
weather,  which  has  drawn 
record  numbers  to  the  sea¬ 
side.  Short  breaks  are  increas¬ 
ingly  popular,  up  21  per  cent. 

Although  most  cottage 
breaks  are  still  taken  between 
Easter  and  October,  holidays 
outside  school  holidays  have 
shown  consistent  growth.  Au¬ 
tumn  has  had  the  most  spec¬ 
tacular  growth  rate.  Bookings 
for  November  have  risen  by 
half  in  the  past  rwo  years.  The 
Lake  District  is  still  the  most 
popular  area  for  a  cottage 
holiday  overall,  but  Cornwall 
and  the  West  Countiy  domi¬ 
nate  in  summer. 


BRITISH  Airways  is  to  spend 
more  than  $100  million  build¬ 
ing  a  “second  home”  at  New 
York'S  JFK  airport  The  go- 
ahead  for  the  terminal  was 
ordered  by  the  BA  board  last 
week  after  secret  internal  re¬ 
ports  convinced  it  that  the 
controversial  alliance  with 
American  Airlines  will  get  the 
go-ahead  despite  mounting 
opposition  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic. 

When  it  is  completed  in 
1999.  the  terminal  will  be  the 
most  modem  in  America  and, 
BA  believes,  will  persuade 
millions  of  passengers  to  use 
the  proposed  hourly  “shuttle" 
service  to  Britain,  to  be  jointly 
operated  by  BA  and  AA. 

“Our  investment  will  put  us 
light  years  ahead  of  the  com¬ 
petition  at  JFK,  permitting 
passengers  to  depart  and  ar¬ 
rive  tirelessly,"  says  Bob 
Ayling.  BA’s  chief  executive. 
“It  will  feature  expanded 
check-in  areas,  new  lounges 
and  state-of-the-art  amenities 
designed  to  meet  the  demands 
of  premium  business  travel¬ 
lers  as  well  as  leisure 
passengers." 

However,  the  real  emphasis 
will  be  on  wooing  executives. 
BA  is  anxious  to  boost  the 
number  of  people  prepared  to 
spend  more  than  ten  times  the 
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price  of  the  cheapest  Apex 
return  fare  for  the  comfort  of 
travelling  business  dass. 

A  Super  Apex  return  flight 
can  now  be  bought  for  as  little 
as  E219  compared  with  £844 
for  a  fully  flexible  economy 
ticket,  a  business-dass  fare  of 
£2.680,  a  first-class  return  fare 
of  £4,746  and  a  seat  on 
Concorde  for  £5^96  return. 
Market  research  has  shown 
that  business  travellers  want 
superior  treatment  to  fellow 
leisure  passengers. 

The  new  terminal  will  have 
an  "extended  care  rone"  with 
new  lounges  for  premium 
passengers  and  direct  access 
to  the  departure  gates,  park¬ 
ing  areas  on  the  departures 
level  and  a  revolutionary  elec¬ 
tronic  baggage  system. 

The  terminal  should  be 
completed  soon  after  the  pro¬ 
posed  link  between  the  two 
airlines  has  been  finalised.  All 
AA  services  to  Britain  will 
then  be  moved  to  the  new 
building,  together  with  many 
of  the  toy  connecting  services 
from  within  the  United  States 
enabling  passengers  to  fly  to 
London  through  a  single 
terminal. 

British  Airways  operates 
more  services  to  Britain  from 
New  York  than  any  transat¬ 
lantic  carrier,  with  more  than 


2,100  seats  from  JFK  to 
London  each  day  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  peak  and  more  than  2.600 
seats  from  JFK  to  die  UK 
generally.  More  than  700,000 
passengers  fly  on  BA  each 
year  on  more  than  4200 
departures  from  New  York. 

The  airline  is  cashing  in  on 
the  fact  that  it  will  be  the  only 
airline  in  New  York  to  have  its 
own  terminal.  All  others  have 
to  share  —  as  BA  does  at 
Heathrow’s  Terminals  4  and 
I.  The  lack  of  a  central 
terminal  at  Heathrow  en¬ 
abling  BA  to  handle  all  its 
flights  has  long  been  a  source 
of  frustration  among  the  air¬ 
line’s  senior  staff. 

Now.  they  believe,  the  ter¬ 
minal  at  JFK  will  enable  them 
to  create  a  second  “hub" 
across  the  Atlantic  which  will 
be  more  convenient  than 
Heathrow  and  underline  BA’s 
position  as  a  global  airline. 

One  of  die  key  develop¬ 
ments  is  a  new  access  road 
linking  the  terminal  to  the 
nearby  expressway,  a  “short¬ 
cut"  road  across  the  airport 
and  a  new  Manhattan  rail 
link  to  provide  better  and 
faster  connections  between  the 
city  and  die  airport 

The  original  terminal  was 
built  in  1970  and  was  last 
reburbished  in  1991. 
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An  artist’s  impression  of  the  $100  million  British  Airways  terminal  at  JFK  airport 
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Flying  in  the 
face  of  our  right 
to  travel 


Those  involved  in  inter¬ 
national  travel  con¬ 
stantly  remind  anyone 
who  will  linen  that  they' 
belong  to  the  world’s  fastest- 
growing  —  and  arguably 
biggest  —  industry. 

Each  year  millions  more 
people  want  to  indulge  iheir 
wanderlust,  seek  fresh  busi¬ 
ness  opportunities  or  visit 
friends  and  relatives. 

And  those  who  provide 
them  with  the  means  argue 
that  unless  airports,  airlines, 
hotels  and  car  hire  com¬ 
panies  expand,  the  ever- 
increasing  demands  of  their 
customers  will  not  be  met 
Millions  of  people  will  be 
denied  their  aspirations  — 
and  rights  —  of  free  and 
unhindered  travel,  and 
prices  will  inevitably  spiral 
because  of  constraints. 

That,  at  least,  was  the 
perceived  wisdom  until  last 
week. 

But  during  an  otherwise 
anodyne  conference  of  avia¬ 
tion  experts  in  Stockholm, 
some  influential  people  ques¬ 
tioned  the  idea  of  unending 
growth. 

Karl-Heinz  Neumeister. 
secretary-general  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  European  Air¬ 
lines.  admitted  that  “tire 
problem  of  aviation  is  our 
continued  growth".  And  Bob 
Ayling.  chief  executive  of 
British  Airways,  said  that 
the  industry  now  wished  to 
find  ways  of  reducing  the 
impact  on  the  environment 
These  may  seem  small 
steps  towards  admitting  the 
existence  of  the  central  prob¬ 
lem  facing  the  travel  indus¬ 
try.  Yet  airlines  and  airports 
seem  ready  to  accept  that 
they  must  move  away  from 
what  Tony  Goldman,  Brit¬ 
ain’s  top  aviation  civil  ser¬ 
vant  called  “predict  and 
provide". 

“Airlines  must  learn  the 
hard  lesson  that  growth  is 
not  a  good  story  any  longer." 
Mr  Neumeister  says. 
“Growth  is  counter¬ 
productive." 

I  have  often  argued  that 
airports  and  air  traffic  con¬ 
trol  musr  expand  if  they  are 


to  cope  with  increased  de¬ 
mand.  But  there  are  limits  to 
such  growth. 

The  first  time  I  began  to 
understand  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase  “limits  to  growth" 
was  also  in  Stockholm  — 
more  than  25  years  ago 
during  the  first  world  envi¬ 
ronment  conference  in  1972. 

The  arguments  then  were 
much  the  same  as  they  are 
today  —  population  is  ex¬ 
panding  too  fast,  fossil  fuels 
are  running  out.  species  of 
animals  and  plants  are  being 
wiped  out.  we  are  using  too 
much  water,  tourists  are 
swamping  large  parts  of  the 
Earth  and  noise  is  becoming 
intolerable. 

Somehow  the  world  has 
survived  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  and  air  travel  has 
expanded  beyond  the  wildest 
dreams  of  the  environmental 
pioneers  who  gathered  in 
Stockholm  all  that  time  ago. 

But  now  the  force  is  with 
the  environmental  move¬ 
ment  as  never  before.  Sud¬ 
denly  unrepresentative 
groups,  such  as  Swampy 
and  his  friends,  are  getting 
the  headlines  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  people.  Heath¬ 
row’s  proposed  Terminal  5, 
however  logical  and  econom¬ 
ically  necessary,  is  looking 
as  likely  to  be  built  as  John 
Major’s  Government  is  to  be 
re-elected. 

But  at  least  in  Stock¬ 
holm  last  week  those 
who  really  care  about 
the  travel  industry  seemed 
prepared  to  face  up  to  the 
environmental  problems 
posed  by  their  business. 

Perhaps  those  opponents 
who  call  for  a  cap  on  the 
expansion  of  airports  and  air 
travel  generally  will  also 
begin  facing  up  to  some  hard 
questions,  too.  Who  will 
suffer  from  the  curbs  they 
demand?  It  will  surely  not  be 
the  business  traveller  who 
must  fly  whatever  the  price 
or  whatever  the  difficulty. 

The  victims  will  be  private 
individuals  exercising  their 
right  to  pleasure  and  leisure. 
Is  this  price  worth  paying? 


Tour  operators  offer 
pre-election  bargains 


TOUR  operators  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  cash  in  on  preelection 
boredom  by  persuading  holi¬ 
daymakers  to  flee  the  country 
in  the  run-up  to  polling  day. 
Harvey  Elliott  writes. 

The  travel  industry  hopes  to 
attract  “stay-at-home"  voters 
by  offering  cut-price  holidays 
and  by  mounting  an  anti¬ 
election  advertising  and  mar¬ 
keting  campaign. 

Travel  agent  AT.  Mays  has 
“Election  Buster"  bargains 
from  April  24.  with  1.000 
holidays  reduced  in  price. 


Kuoni  is  advertising  “sound¬ 
bite-free  zones  far  away  from 
the  electioneering”. 

Its  “preelection  bargains" 
range  from  11  nights  self- 
catering  in  Qyprus  for  £199 
per  person  to  16  nights  along 
the  Yangtze  River  in  China  for 
£2.424. 

Meanwhile.  Italy  is  experi¬ 
encing  a  boom  because  of  the 
fail  in  the  lire.  Bookings  for  the 
Riviera  and  Tony  Blair’s  fa¬ 
vourite  holiday  destination. 
Tuscany,  are  up  by  as  much  as 
30  per  cent  on  last  year. 


Just  a  little  bit  closer 


THE  OFFICIAL  safety  dis¬ 
tance  between  passenger  jets 
crossing  the  Atlantic  has  been 
halved  —  io  save  airlines  at 
least  £20  million  a  year. 
Harvey  EUiott  writes. 

Aircraft  will  now  be  wily 
1,000ft  apart  vertically,  in¬ 
stead  of  2.000ft.  Bob  Thom¬ 
son,  manager  of  air  traffic 
control  for  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority,  says  “With  the 
large  number  of  aircraft  fly¬ 
ing  across  the  Atlantic  it  has 
not  always  been  possible  for 
airliners  to  operate  at  heights 


that  are  most  suitable  for  fuel 
economy.  The  introduction  of 
the  new  separation  limits 
means  there  will  now  be 
additional  flight  levels  avail¬ 
able.  More  aircraft  will  be 
able  to  fly  for  more  of  die  time 
at  the  heights  that  allow 
maximum  fuel  economy." 

About  70  per  cent  of  jets 
flying  across  the  Atlantic  are 
equipped  with  new  precision 
altimeters  which  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  accurate  to  enable 
them  to  use  the  reduced 
minimum  separation  limits. 


CHECK-IN 


Tourists  set  to  invade  Falklands 
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Travel  as  many  times 
as  you  like  from 
£59.95  a  year. 


SO  MANY  British  tourists 
want  to  visit  the  Falkland 
Islands,  in  the  wake  of  the 
military  task  force  that  set  sail 
15  years  ago  this  week,  that 
travel  companies  are  increas¬ 
ing  the  number  of  holidays  to 
the  colony. 

The  latest  British  invasion 
will  be  led  by  cruise  ships, 
recalling  the  vital  role  liners 
such  as  the  QE2  and  Canber¬ 
ra  played  in  the  conflict, 

P&O,  owners  of  the  Canber¬ 
ra.  which  is  making  her  final 
voyage  this  summer,  is  dou¬ 
bling  the  number  of  cruises 
visiting  Port  Stanley,  the  Falk¬ 
lands'  capital,  next  winter  and 
doubling  the  sue  of  the  liner 
making  the  trip. 

The  1,200-berth  Royal  Prin¬ 
cess  is  taking  over  from  the 
Pacific  Princess,  which  carries 
only  bOO  passengers,  and  will 
make  five  sailings  around 
Cape  Horn,  including  stops  in 
Port  Stanley. 


By  Tony  D awe 


“The  cruises  have  become  so 
popular  that  they  justify  the 
increase  in  our  programme." 
says  Nigel  Esdale.  P&O 
Cruises  marketing  manager. 
“Many  of  our  passengers  take 
the  opportunity  of  a  day  on  the 
islands  to  make  an  emotional 
trip  to  San  Carlos  Bay  where 
most  of  the  British  forces 
landed." 

More  British  tourists  will  be 
visiting  the  islands  with  two 
American  cruise  companies. 
Society  Expeditions  and 
Quark,  on  trips  organised  by 
Journey  Latin  America,  based 
in  Chiswick,  west  London. 

Chris  Parrott,  foe  compa¬ 
ny's  marketing  director,  says: 
“Most  of  our  clients  are  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  islands  by  their 
unspoilt  beauty  and  wildlife 
which  includes  five  different 
types  of  penguin,  seals  and 
rare  birds." 


Chris  Breen,  who  runs 
Wildlife  Worldwide  which 
organises  trips  by  air  to  the 
islands,  says:  "Awareness  of 
the  Falklands  in  terms  of 
wildlife  tourism  has  benefited 
from  increased  traffic  en  route 
from  the  Antarctic.  The  real¬ 
isation  that  the  islands  are  a 
unique  natural  history  desti¬ 
nation  is  only  just  beginning 
to  be  appreciated  by  specialist 
tour  operators.” 

The  best  season  for  tourists 
is  the  islands’  summer,  from 
October  to  early  March,  and 
specialist  tours  are  generally 
timed  to  coincide  with  large 
numbers  of  penguin  chicks 
taking  to  the  sea  and  young 
elephant  seals  congregating 
on  the  beaches. 

Mr  Breen  adds  that  tourism 
is  becoming  so  popular  that 
the  Falkland  Islands  Tourist 
Board  is  trying  to  manage 


visitors  to  protect  wildlife  and 
the  environment 
For  those  more  interested  in 
the  battles  of  15  years  ago. 
Holts  Tours  of  Sandwich. 
Kent,  arranges  occasional 
trips  which  take  in  the  main 
battlefields,  including  Goose 
Green.  Bluff  Cave  and  Tum¬ 
bledown  Mountain. 


Learn  to  write  and  Oustrate 
CHILDREN'S  BOOKS 
In  beautiful  Lugano, 
Switzerland 

With  well-known  writer  and 
illustrator  of  children's  books. 

July  28-Aug  16, 1997 
(Register  fay  May  10) 

FrankUn  College  Switzerland 
tel:+41-91 -9930101 
fax:+41-91-9944117 
emall:doug@fc.edu 
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Formal  Gold  can 
shine  in  Dubai 


By  Julian  Muscat 


AFTER  four  days  of  calm 
which  Mowed  Saturday’s 
storm,  the  second  running  of 
die  $4m  Dubai  World  Cup. 
the  world's  richest  race,  is  to 
take  place  at  Nad  Al  Sheba 
today. 

The  return  to  fine  weather 
has  raised  the  spirits  of  die 
organisers,  who  have  worked 
against  die  dock  to  make  the 
previously  waterlogged  track 
fit  for  racing  again. 

Michael  Osborne,  the  Du¬ 
bai  World  Cup  committee 
chairman,  said  yesterday.  “It* 
a  pity  we're  not  running 
tonight  because  the  track  has 
dried  out  remarkably  quickly. 
Irs  gone  from  disaster  to 
raceable  within  three  days. 

“We’ve  achieved  in  the  last 
few  days  what  had  taken  us 
six  months  before.  Many  of 
our  guests  who  were  here  on 
Saturday  have  gone  home,  but 
a  hard  core  of  about  250 
remain  and  I'm  sure  it  won’t 
lessen  the  event. 

“The  easiest  decision  to  have 
taken  on  Saturday  would  have 
been  to  say  ’Forget  it  folks, 
come  back  next  year.’  That 
would  have  been  commercial¬ 
ly  realistic,  but  Sheikh  Mo¬ 
hammed  doesn’t  work  like 
that." 


The  British  teams  behind 
Singspid,  Flemensfirth,  Even 
Top,  Luso  and  Bijou  Dlnde 
have  used  the  extra-  time  to 
fine-tune  their  competitors, 
and  give  them  the  extra  prac¬ 
tice  on  the  sand  surface  that 
they  may  been  short  of  before. 

Even  Top’s  trainer,  Marie 
Tompkins,  is  hopeful  of  a  bold 
show.  “He’S  done  really  well 
from  three  to  four  and  1  am 
hoping  that  this  could  be  his 
year.  We’ve  been  able  to  train 
him  consistently  for  die  last 
two  months,  whereas  last  year 
we  were  having  to  stop  and 
start  for  injuries.  I  think  he 
can  go  from  strength  to 
strength,"  he  said. 

However,  the  three-pronged 
challenge  from  the  United 
States  should  still  take  all  the 
beating.  Siphon's  front-run¬ 
ning  style  wm  have  been 
helped  by  the  drying  surface, 
which  may  now  compromise 
the  chance  of  his  stable-com¬ 
panion,  Sandpit,  who  would 
have  been  well  suited  by  a  slog 
through  the  mud 

However,  Formal  Gold, 
trained  by  William  Ferry, 
possesses  a  telling  turn  of  foot 
that  may  see  him  lead  home  a 
repeat  of  last  year’s  American 
clean  sweep. 
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DRAW:  HIGH  NUMBERS  FAVOURED 


4.35  DUBAI  WORLD  CUP  (£1,428,571: 1m  21)  (13  rwnere) 
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Tompkins:  hopeful 
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BFTTN£53Sttm  7*Sra4*  H  fand  fiott  6-1 9smd  M  Kwfjj  10-1  BanenStt.  14-1  Key 
onset  State b*.2mW  33-1  Ewn  taaJflSMM  BIwOTnit 


[ — - a 

. 

3,20  WSM  MERCH1ES  BENZ  AC7R0S  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£4.155: 3m)  (2) 

1  m  D0UA1A6Q  47  IBfjRS)  U Vga 7-150.  --  -  A 

2  U441  mmwmMlforMitol.m-n-.  te-ITeartft 

TO-Tf  HateffWasn,  Eros  Omfego 

THUNDEHER 

2.15  Mystic  Hffl.  ZA 5  Prinoa  J-20 

Doualago.  3^5  Little  Sheflwd.  450  Northern 
Singer.  5.00  Departure. 

Cart  Evans:  5A0  Departure. 

3.55  ORCHARD  FM  BOB  MCCHEADiE  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2^01: 2m  1!)  (3) 

1  4PP4  LATHAM  UM 180  (R  0  9wmod  511-10 —  J  AMcCarSy 

2  1282  LOTUS  SHEFORD 10  (Q)^)  M  Muggeridge  511-1  -  S  Coon 

3  0403  SHnWG MOOR 22 $J)t todan 51M-. —  ftrakByro 

54  USe  Strand,  7-4  Ujfcm  Lon.  52  SWtng  Mom 

GOING:  RRM  (HARD  IN  PLACES)  SB 

7AM  INSPECTION 

2.1 5  ORCHARD  FM  TIM  MANNS  HMfflEN 

HURDLE  (£2.040: 2m  If)  (5  runners) 

1  044  MYSTIC  HU  27  R  Fuat  6-11-5.--.  . j.Pg 

2  PP  IKS  GEE-fll  23  H  Tbomwi  5-11-8  -  — 

|  3  P  DSOUGHrS  SFT  14  M  Cwptai  5-11-0- - W  M^nd 

4  5060  CQWTWCT.BRPgEJ*  P  - 

4.30  WSM  MERCEDES  BBIZ  SPRINTER  NOVICES 

CHASE  (£3,318: 2m  110yd)  (3) 

1  PlfP  H0HTHBWSWBB1 3  (C0J.G)  R  Hodges  7-12-0  T  Damn*!  (3) 

2  0264  roMTBWfZZKiirsfejiE-n-O - ROeew 

3  5PS  KETCHCAN 16 5 Migtal 5157  -  -  —  SAndasn 

Eros  Martaro  9nger.  7-4  mdtei  Tenvic,  51  Ketehsa 

5  030  MTS  LADY  ISZCPoptran  4-1&-0 - T  U«$cac«M  UJ 

4-9  Mysbc  Ml.  4-1  KaTs  Lady.  MCmtea  Brings,  351  ram 

5.00  WSM  MERCEDES  BBC  VITO  HUffTBIS 

CHASE  (Amateurs;  £1,145: 3m)  (8) 

1  225  ARCnc  MR*  314  Ms  flaymrad  12-157-  Ifess  Btoddwd  (7) 

2  4PM  LUOMO RU IBP (QLF.&S) A Banw  1512-7  —  0Urftal(7) 

3  4314  RUST7BRDe£  15  (CJWAS) Ms SWnro  1512-7  RButaim 

4  4IV-  CLEAS8T  HLL  341P  B)  Ms  f  Writer  12-12-fl  D  Tfcre-Hatajr  (7) 

5  2M  GOOD  HHG 1WRT  22  (G)  1  Hottambe  11-12-0  1  WUdcnnbB  (71 

6  FP45  JBLWW(S5)HTirt  11-12-0 - HssP&adiyP) 

7  3PI2  DEWWTIMSPff.fcS)  Mss  «  Saj  1511-3- - 

8  4340  MMORBOUW 19 fllteSWoiK. 7-11-9 - IDwnckP) 

52  Boat  Bridge-  51  tad  Beg  Kray.  Oegstoie.  51  Llkmo  Pta.  51  raws 

2.45  MARCH  HARE  COMDmONAL  JOCKEYS 
SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (E1.B81: 3m  110yd)  (5) 

1  545  PHMQE  EKNMME  358F  R  arapson  512-0  —  N  Rretor  (7) 

2  2006  NORM  SHF)  R  Stage  7-11-2  - - -  22 

3  IP2-  CO-TACK  36a>  (FS)  R  Uhbidofs  12-152. - Cms  wwa 

4  TOtf  NASTW  GOODBHOfei  S9  A  tea  5«M-  — 

5  P540  R0RYT4  3  (B)  L  Wmg  510-0 - D0UBTFU 

11-10  (tool  Equate  51  Poonk  7-2  BmMq  h.  51  Co-Tick. 

LEICESTER 


THUNDERER 

2.25  Tea  Party-  2.55  Indian  Spark.  3.30  Battie 
Ground.  4.05  O’Higgins.  4.40  Three  Cheers.  5.10 
Nambucca.  5.40  Pteisir  D'Amour.  _ 


GOING:  RBM 


DRAW:  M0  ADVANTAGE 


SIS 


2-25  HARBDR0U6HHLLIES  HANDICAP 

(E3.486C  1m  8yd)  (7  tunneis) 


g  at  SSSSS^’4r#;i^« :  ?«=  | 

(6)  005  WlHTCTWPOIdJSar^-.--- - * 

F-l  £7Si 


b 

1  16)  -  ,  „ 

94  fingd  Fra  7-2  S/iaa  Swaa.  M  lU,\  ■■■ 


2.55  L000HG1W  CONDITIONS  STAKES 

(3-Y-0:  £5,058: 5f  218yd)  (S) 

(si  i2-<r  row  sroaj?  <6>  '»  6  a  a»  »  -  J3 

l3l  523-  cawm  WD  173  iG|  P  MTOE5  U  m*® 

m  14-  RSH  ACCORD  212  fiHUSi£ntf!Ss  ^  Jtea* 

*  bm  uiut  u  rKiea  \s+—.zjr.  K  mca 


Eros  tom  UL  4-1  bOtsi  SpA  ssb  A="i  =-'  (Tbs 


3.30  BURTON  DVEflY  SELLING  STAKES 
(3-Y-0:  £2.469  5121 3yd)  (11) 


m  4640  RT  FOR  THE  JOB  33(0.51  r.TJtl  3-5_  OGoSSb  PI  E9 
(111  04-1  WTHOUT  R5ETOS  9  (D/.G)  VBxq  S-5  S  36 

0  MO  BAPIEUAL  R0CX  33  B  Cstey  9-C - WByan  - 

(5j  504-  BATHE  SWJM3 139  H  3-C  —  fcdBMO*  SI 
(tflf  0-  SHAVE  BJVGY  1S3  (V)  V  “a»-Ss  M  -  S  Drcaae  - 

(61  Z2W  BROAD6ATS  RYES  47  Lin  L  Sl^rs  5C _  If  fa3nn  SI 

(fl  100-  CHARLTON  SFKW1  212  OS1  ?.  .  T  Qmnn  © 

pi  0-  SEAMUS 376  C  H:  50 — - - JOnan  - 

(71  0  BaiARUW9M5cmsJ-J - S  '.YeSsXr  89 

HI  0040  ROCK  FANTASY  41  (B)  0  lira?  i-3_  BolaHa*a3i  82 
(9)  445  THWSKJSE41  R  hsAastert  59 -  KDaiey  79 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


LBCESTSt  Trader:  J  Cxi  <  rtraes  tor  17  EiV  7 
Saxton.  13  ton  S3.  ZD  65.  J  Snip.  22  Sot  118. 166=5.  H  Hamm. 
28  bon  1KL  175%;  R  tansteg.  4  t=n  28.  t4  Joctevs  Pal 
EodBT.  39  «amn  ton  153  rtfts,  245%.  i  Sto*.  6  ton  26. 23 11 S 
Saratere.  E  brai  35. 17 1%.  J  CzndL  7  ton  42. 16  m 
TAUNTOtt  Trains:  U  Fee.  44  otbss  ton  206  tones.  21.4%  0 
Stowed.  4  hm  23. 17.4%.  P  itotoOs.  9  Iran  58. 1025.  JocEzys: 
S  Cunan.  4  born  37. 108%.  T  Dascntie.  B  tan  77. 104%. 


4.05  KNIGHTON  MEDIAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN 

STAKES  (2-Y-O:  £2716;  5f  2yd)  (TO) 


Si 


•Its 

i-1 


_ J  Stack 

_ Wfra 

-  DMc&flh{7) 

_ MEddny 

_ _  J4Um 

...  Ktofcy 


ARUAS0Al£GCD«Vtr94>  — 
mfiffiBBlZEEcaM  - 
PROBE  flMEY  5  M  runar  3-0  .. 

SSiECTE)  H  rtearm  941 - 

RIKiY  BABE  JQunn  9-3 _ .... 

SVBtJHHEAUBlJtor/WJ-.  -  „  .. 

SMOOTH  SMUNG  K  McAuSlc  94 - J  F  Egan 

AfWH DA 3 Railing 8-9  -  --  - .  TSprata  - 

DAVJN  PATROL  K  Hocg  69 - - D&ktbwn  - 

SEA  BJP  M  ikaiE  8-9 . — . -  4  Hod  - 

5-rSeWi‘i-?»n5-2Rsreoed  7-<  O'  VijijnO,  8-1  Pm*S  Ftfey.  Afun  CB.  12-1 
£«Cff  1-‘  ICES. 


»  ♦ 


4.40 


_ LANGKAAf  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(£3.677: 1m  3f  183yd)  (6) 

ti  KOTA  27J  J  Ms®  4-9-12 - KFAr  - 

:4!  ET  A  UFE  J  A  Hams  4-9-7  ..  —  JBrambBp)  - 

i?  Ol/raYUsNUjnsalMi^-  - - — SSnkn  - 

Cl  0-  THfi££  CHSB 1S6  (B)  J  Gnsdra  3-8-6 - J  Carat  - 

C  0- WELLCOME  MNSJEJ  A  Harts m - JOT My  _ 

05-  WGHT uflAffi  148 UJotiBto W-1 - J FanAig  fig 

-2  ftaS  (.toge,  10-1  Krts,  16-1  0«*.  20-1  fie  Aife. 


t  II) 

44  Thee  cii?k. 

m 


5.10  SIMON  DE  M0NTF0RT  MAHJBC  STAKES 

(£4.123:  im  If  218yd)  (9) 

191  000-  CHAfMWDOD  JACK  303 1  Canpbrf  4-9-12 —  RPrira  - 

(5i  S3.  wmi£S 348 Bob Jffles 4^-12 - -  N&v  ftl 

(V,  TASWB  D  !Vkrt»  4-9-12 - R  Cottons  - 

ffil  DD-  WOOWAfJB  LAD  TOO  F  Mcftsrt  S4-12  NAdzos  _ 

Si  03-2  WESTERN  SOTATA7 L#U tadmgdon  4-9-7  OHmtan  n 

(71  3S-  STANTON HARCORTISOJ Ostap 3^-7.  PSdEdtoy  Q 

(31  SUHr5Eryj3feStoM-7 - - M»  - 

[41  UMXWS  HEART  P  Cole  3-6-2 - Cftto  - 

(2(  2  KAAEUCCA 13  Ur5  J  Ced  3-4-2—  to*  D»ow  (3)  SI 

£-)  Seram  Hzmaf.  7-2  l sxdsn'i  HErt.  M  Nartwaa  6-1  Sabir.  M 
UdHte.  8-1  Westtm  Some.  161  odgn. _ 

5.40  NBW0RTH  HANDICAP  (£3,869: 71 9yd)  (ID) 

;  tli  230-  ARTHWSaES 203 (D.FJMHetovOfc 4-910  ACbrit  S3 

?  |10)  00-6  UGHT DANCE  13 (D.FXuS1KMisb*i 5^-8  ft HrtartP)  98 

3  (2)  6341  ATTAHKH 13  tf!fs  A  King  4-8-13 - MRobrt  94 

(3j  0041  UUJOVA  12  (Fl  A  HolliFBlisad  3-B-13 —  .  FLyndll31  9} 

(7}  WCTCBY  TEAM  8  fG)  B  Bahfiap  S-8-12 - .  J  Onto  3 

-  -  “  91 


v,  OS-2  WCTOBYTEAMefG)EBabfiooS-«-12_.  rota 
6  (4i  032-  TWEWNEHT  209  HCuesI  4-8-11 D&ffltep) 

j  (5)  24-1  PLABB  D'AWXJR  7  (COfl  H  CJbflhan  3+9  Be* 

W  CODBT  91 

6  (61  4TO-  SfifPt  -W  ITS  (D/.S)  8  rtffdwr  S+3 

D  DDomrafSl  96 

9  (31  016-  MASTER  IK*  192  {Vfl  N  taMBf*  5-W  RWhffl  ffi 
50  181  00-2  LAST  CHANCE  7(F)  0  COTgrwe  3-7-H  ...  -  N  tefefc  S3 
2-1  Pfena  D'Airaur  *■!  L**  Chance.  9-2  Tore  01  Hlgft  5-1  VWoy  1®l  7-1 
High!  (fence.  5-1  Unpra.  10-1  Anemros.  12-1  oUias. _ 

BUNKS1S3  FTHST  TIME  AWnee:  2.00  No  Paitem.  Lflicssta:  330 
Brew  Envoy  4  4Q  Ttsee  Cheere. 


PNOIOCVWW 1HX  RM8V1HE 

i:-.  .--  { •<:.  Vjy*1r-J,.*/r 
•  v- 
,  * 1  ^..r  y  -f 

v-  V-: 


When  you 

just 

can’t  talk  to 

anyone, 
talk  to  us. 


Despair  doesn’t  work  nine  to  five. 
Despair  comes  in  the  small  hours  of  the 
night,  or  on  Christmas  Day.  It  comes  at 
weekends,  or  when  you’re  surrounded 
by  people. 

Samaritans  work  round  the  dock, 
every  day  of  the  year.  When  you  pick 
up  the  phone,  there’ll  be  someone  there 
to  help  pick  up  the  pieces. 

You  won’t  be  put  on  hold,  or  put 
through  a  grilling.  And  you  won’t  be 
judged  or  talked  down  to. 

Our  number’s  in  the  phone  book,  or 
you  can  call  our  new  national  number  on 
0345  90  90  90.  Every  call  is  confidential. 
We’ll  be  there  to  talk  to  you. 


fhe  Samaritans 


A  Registered  Orariry. 


r 


■  "Ti:  -  r  ~ .  **  • 


YESTERDAY’S  RESULTS;; 


WM I 


Hamilton  Park 

Going;  soft,  good  to  soil  in  places 

2.10  (51  4ydl  1.  MfSTER  BANKES  (T 
Sprake.  1-3  lav).  2.  Mamma's  Boy  (K 
Dailey.  4-11;  3.  FDoy  Bt^ig  (J  Quinn. 
33-TJ.  ALSO  RAN  8  Oriel  G*1  (4thl  4  ran 
2<£l.  »,l.  1UIWGM  Turner  a  Sherborne 
Tote  Cl  JO.  Df.  £1.40.  CSF  £1.87. 

2.40  l&  3yd)  1.  I'M  STHX  HEBE  (K 
Dffltey.  5-2  tav):  2.  Native  Thatch  IT 
Spraksc.  5-1):  a  impish  (Date  Gibson. 

8- 1).  ALSO  RAN:  IM  Why  O  Six  (fth).  9 
Northern  Sal  (5th),  n  Murray  Grey  (4tfi).  6 
ran.  NFt  Was  Fugrt  Penance  NF>  hd.  51. 
hd.  JMI  J  Berry  ad  Coctertiam  Tale. 
52. EO.  El  .10.  £3.00.  DF:  £7.40.  CSF 
El  154. 

3. IQ  (im  It  38yd)  1.  HIGH  PFEMIUM  (A 
Cu&iane.  2-1  lav).  2.  Sun  Maik  (G 
Duffiold.  33-1),  3.  CaJder  King  (S  Copp. 

9- 5)  ALSO  RAN.  4  LaH  The  Lucky  (4th). 
10  Ten  Past  Si*  (6th).  12  Honby  (Sth).  14 
Arnariy.  25  Men  Of  Wlckentsy.  50 
Samsmtry.  See  You  Soon.  66  Shmwcy. 
lOOtncartnce.  12 ran.  hi.  sw.  114L7L9.R 
Fahey  at  Mafcon.  Tote-  £3  40;  £1.90. 
E450.  £1.30.  DF:  £37  40.  Trio:  £5420 
CSF  £75.45. 

3.40  (Im  65yd)  1 .  ROCK  ISLAND  LINE  (P 
Roberts.  5-1).  2.  Tycoon  Tina  (R  MuUen, 
(6-1};  3.  Martian  (N  Kennedy.  12-11. 
ALSO  RAN.  7-4  fav  Murran  Wallace  (5th). 
2  Swiss  Coast  14th).  12  EumiM: 
VilMsong.  Sweet  Note  (6th).  7  ran  8). 
1X1.  XL  141.  31.  J  Berry  at  Gocterham 
Tote:  £450.  £4-80.  £4.00.  DF:  ESI  60 
CSF  £6932  Bought  in  8.20071s. 

4.10  (Im  3f  16yd)  1.  MANFUL  <N 
Kennedy.  8-1}:  2,  Lord  Advocate  (N 
Varley.  33-1);  3.  Moonraking  (Date 
Gibson,  12-1}.  ALSO  RAN:  9-4  fav 
Express  Gift  (Eth).  6  Domino  Flyer.  13-2 
Voridten,  7  Sng  And  Dance.  10  Lord 
Hastte.  (4  Suez  tornado,  Suga  Hawk 
(4lh).  2S  Breydon.  33  Gfftbox,  66  Hutchies 
Lady.  100  Rapid  Mover  (5lh)- 14  ran.  NR-- 
Nonhem  Motto  Nk,  51.  sh  hd.  in.  M 
Mbs  L  Penan  at  Ayr.  Tote:  £8.10:  £2  40. 
£330,  £340.  OF:  £40.50.  Trio:  £355  4G 
(part  won;  poolol£l50.18caiTted  toward 
to  345  at  Aintree  toddy).  CSF:  £340.40. 
Trtcant  E2J78.47 

4.40  (Im  4(  1 7yd)  1 ,  GLOBE  RUNNER  (K 
fJariey,  20-t):  2,  Ham  Comas  Harble  (N 
Kennedy.  4-7  fav);  3.  PhflRost  (J  Carroll. 
16-l|  ALSO  RAN:  6  Passing  Strangers 
(6th>.  10  EurohvteJ.  12  Wmnetxino,  14 
Basset.  20  Carol  Again  (5th).  Thrower 
(4th).  25  Qualiair  Pride.  33  JsbarooL  50 
Doutrfng  Dice.  66  No  Submission.  100 
SUngayQty  14i«i  1 W.  2teL  ».  1  »l.  61 
J  J  O'Neil  at  Pervith.  Tote.  £3050,  £6  30. 
£1.10,  £150.  DF  £2020.  Trio:  £3540 
CSF.  £30  OS.  7ncas L  £236.46. 

Placepot  £13050.  Ouadpot  £28  JO. 

Worcester 

Going:  good  to  firm 
ZOO  (2 m  htfle)  1.  A  S  JIM 
11-4):  2.  Brave  Spy  (16-f):  3, 

Pose  161)  ALSO  RAN-  5-2  fav  llewn 
Jartne  (pjrt.  14  Daydream  Brtlewr  (4th) 
13  ran  NR  Bayerd.  Pedaftothemetaf.  71. 
71  O  OTteN.  Tote  E3.1Q.  El .50.  £3.40. 
a. 50.  DF;  £30  70.  Trio-  £3050  CSF: 
£3784  Bought ii 4200grts. 

230  (2m  hdte)  1.  R1PARRJS  (J  Osborne. 
13-8  lav);  2  Mischief  Star  f&- 1  j:  3.  Moon 
Devfl  (10-1).  ALSO  RAN.  9  Sfwn g 
Campaign  (4th)  13  ran.  NR;  Blue 
Havana.  9,  41.  P  Webber  Tote;  £240; 
£1.40.  £3.10.  £2.40.  DF:  £1300.  Trio 
£95.90.  CSF;  £16  B1. 

3.00  (2m  71 110yd  ch)  1.  DO  MAINE  DE 
PRON  (R  BaHamy.  7-2);  2  High  Learie 
(13-8  fav);  B  ran.  Only  two  finished.  NR 
Deep  Sang.  Dist  ws  L  Taylor  Tote. 
£4  20;  £1.70,  £1.80  DF.  £3.00  Trio 


Domame  De  Pron  and  Hlrti  Learta  with 
any  other.  £2.00.  CSF  £938. 

330  t3m  hc#e)  1,  ROYAL  PIPER  (L 
Harvey.  14-  f);  2,  Bartord  Sovereign 
(13-2);  3.  Oattfi  Rose  (6-1).  ALSO  FWS: 
9-2  fsv  Barrhhead  (4th).  11  ran.  AR: 
Kingdom  Of  Shades,  fel.1%1  AJ  WUaon. 
ToteT£l360;  £370.  £210.  £240.  DR 
£40  30.  Tno:  £155.60.  CSF:  CS3.11. 
Tncast  £558.64. 

4.00 12m  2t  hefie)  1.  HANDY  LASS  (Mr  O 
McPhail.  10-1);  2  Peter  Monamy  (11-2); 
3.  Kino's  Cross  118-1).  ALSO  RAN:  3-1 
fav  Above  The  Cut.  9-2  Barron  Scamp 
(4th)  15ran  31.1 0.  J  Smith.  Tote: £1300; 
£250.  £2.30,  £5.30  DF  £37.30  ■  Trio: 
£1 14  80.  CSF:  £55  3t.  TricasL  £80781. 
4.30  (2m  41 110yd  ch)  1.  NO  FID0LJNG 
r.  10-1): T 


(D  Bndgwatet.  10-1):  2  Wfrmow(18-1);  3. 
Lobster  Cottage  (14-1);  4.  DancEe  Imp 
(8-1).  ALSO  RAW:  1 1 -4  fav  Boots  N  AH.  17 
ran  NR:  Onertus.  M.  11.  G  McCouit 
Tote.  £12.80;  £320.  £3.80.  £220.  £220. 
DF:  £168  70.  Trio:  C1.C2&80  (part  won: 
pool  of  £869  47  carried  forward  to  3.45  at 
Aintree  today).  CSF  El  45, 73.  Trcast 
£2,082.63 

5.00  (2m  flat  race)  i;  RUPSIT  BLUES  (M 
Richards,  ifrl):  2  Sto  Adventure  (12-1); 
3.  Certain  Shot  15-1).  ALSO  RAN:  4-1  Ihv 
Damien's  Choice  (4th).  21  ran.  NR: 
Samuel  WMersptn.  ■HI.  nk  J  King,  fofa: 
£2420:  £5  90.  £5.30.  £1.90  DF;  £17420. 
Trio:  not  won  (pool  of  £216.11  carried 
forward  to  3.45  today).  CSF.  £195.62 
530  (2m  Oat  race)  1.  MH.ODY  MAID  (M 
A  Fitzgerald,  2-1  fav);  Z  Coble  Lorn 
(f  &  f}.  3.  Brush  WKh  Foma  (15-1).  ALSO 
RAN  50  Quabmatfc  (4th).  20  ran.  NR. 
Chabby  Thoughts.  Hack  On  1G.  2L  N 
Henderson,  fete:  £3.00;  £1.70.  £220. 
£430  DF.  £20.70.  Trio:  £53.30  CSF' 
£35.03. 

Jackpot  not  won  {pool  of  £72^566.75 
carried  forward  to  /entree  today). 

'  Piacepdt  K05.8a 
Quadpot  £103.10. 

Exeter 

Going:  firm 

220  (2m  2f  hde)  1.  Sutewasi  (Mr  J 
GcfcJstair;  9-4).  2.  Give  And  TaKe  ®-13 
lav):  3.  Timkflaf  (13-2).  3  ran.  51.  la.  N 
Twtslon-Davies.  Idle:  £2.60.  DF.  £1.10: 
CSF-  £3.74 

250  (2m  2f  hdte)  1 .  On  My  Toes  (J  Frost. 
14- 1 1;  2  Quaker  Waltz  15-1 );  2  Prove  The 
POM  (6-1).  Rose  Of  Glenn  5-2  fav.  B  ran. 
*1.  G.  R  FrosL  Tote:  £1320;  £2.60.  £1 .40. 
£1.80.  DF:  £4220.  CSF:  £76  17.  Tricast 
£431 2\ .  After  an  objection  try  the  second 
to  the  winner,  result  stood.  No  bid 

320  (2m  3f  110yd  ch)  1.  Sorciere  (B 
Clifford.  3-1);  2  Mozemo  (2-1);  3.  Jon|as 
Chudtei^i  (12-1).  Rrst  Class  6-4  lav  (0  5 
ran.  3ftl.  61.  G  Brtdtog  Tote;  £3.00; 
£1.70.  £1.40.  DF-  £420.  CSF;  £8.80. 

350  (2m  3(  1 10yd  hcHe)  1 .  Mr  Snaggle  (C 
Maude.  2-1);  2.  Kiwi  Crystal  (7-1).  3. 
Shahranl 
ran.  I*. 

£9  00.  CSF.  £11.72 

420  (2m  3  chi  1.  Monks  Jay  (C  Maude. 
12-1);  2  Poiden  Pride  (Evens  fev):  3. 
Herbert  Buchanan  (4-1).  4  ran  3.  41  G 
Thomer.  Tote:  £11  90.  DF.  £8.80  CSF: 
£23.17 

4.50  (2m  3t  110yd  hdte)  1.  Cotntry  Lover 
(Mr  A  Farranl.  1 1 -4);  2  Footes  Lad  (Evens 
lav).  3.  Casttecomer  <25-11.  TO  ran.  NR- 
Alice  Shoralark.  81.  2*1  M  Pipe.  Tata: 
£3  00.  £1.80.  £1  10  £3  70.  DF.  C2B0. 
Trio:  £11.50  CSF.  £5  15. 

Placepot  £1,137.50. 

Quadpot  £130.70. 


(3-1).  Super  Tactics  7^4  lav.  4 
a  S  Earle  Tote;  £210.  DF: 
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Pick  up  the  phone 
PICK  VP  A  £10  TREEBET  tUS 

FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS 
staking  £25  or  more  using  Switch  or  Delta  bank 
or  building  society  debit  cards 


2  miles  6  furlongs.  Handicap,  Aintree 3.45pm,  Live  on  BBC  2- 


13/2  Golden  Spinner 
13/2  Kadi 
13/2  Romany  Creek 
13/2  Senor  El  Betrutti 
13/2  TOO  Plush 
7/1  The  Frog  Prince 
10/1  Coonawara 
12/1  Flimsy  Truth 
20/1  Bells  Life 
20/1  Change  The  Reign 


20/1  Kings  Cherry 
20/1  No  Pain  No  Gain 
20/1  Pond  House 
25/1  Aly  Daley 
25/1  Sailor  Jim 
33/1  Yeoman  Warrior 
40/1  Master  Boston 
66/1  CropredyLad 
150/1  Griffins  Bar 
200/1  Super  Sandy 


*2* 


*?  uu  Ptkm  refajMt  |» 

AvatUbte  up  10  S-Miirai.TattwtoltlUiteaWHWyippiy.tiBnnrtro^rwbw. 

HlATCST  OOPS  OH  wafan^ifli  TV  TEXT 

■Tefetaxt  on  CH4  PCOI 7602/603 

RING  TODAY- BET  TODAY 

0800444010 

OTmtem  iubJ  ^  oS  SlO  Ovtr  BTtoolr) 

'Free  bet  is  a  £10  Straight  Forecast 
on  the  Aintree  8.45  pm  today. 
:  (Please  place  yonr  bet  and  make 
Jttt,  your  free  bet  selectJon  [31 
within  the  same  J  4f)  J 

owaHiu. 


TO  OPEN  A  CRHHT  AC^"«mONE  MM  289  892 WILLIAM  HILL  BU12S  APPLIt  ,  J 
FRIOS  SUBJECT  TO  FLUCTUATION-  . 


i‘  -... 
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RACING 

Irish  hope 
ruled  out 
of  National 

By  Our  Racing  Staff 


i0£K  STAXa 


TIME  FOR  A  RUN,  one  of  the 
leading  hopes  for  the  Martell 
Grand  National  at  Aintree  on 
Saturday,  will  miss  die  race. 
The  Edward  O’Grady-trained 
ten-year-old.  the  intended 
mount  of  Norman  William¬ 
son,  has  been  heavily  support¬ 
ed  for  the  race  in  recent  weeks 
but  his  owner,  J  P  McManus, 
said  yesterday;  “I  don’t  know 
exactly  what  the  injury  is,  but  l 
am  told  he  has  chipped  a  joint 
and  is  out  of  Aintree."  Time 
For  A  Run  had  been  quoted  at 

£ 

Nap; THE  FROG  PRINCE 
(3.45  Aintree) 

Next  best:  Fasti 
(4.20  Aintree) 


10-1  fourth  favourite  with 
Ladbrokes  and  WiUiam  Hill. 

Williamson  could  now  re¬ 
new  his  Cheltenham  Gold 
Cup-winning  partnership 
with  the  topweight.  Master 
Oats,  whose  participation  is 
looking  increasingly  likely. 
Kim  Bailey,  his  trainer,  will 
walk  the  course  this  morning 
to  decide  whether  to  run  the  11- 
year-old,  in  whose  absence  the 
weights  would  rise  by  I51b. 
But  at  Worcester  yesterday, 
Bailey  said:  “irs  going  to  take 


very  fast  ground  for  him  not  to 
run." 

Watering  of  the  National 
course  began  yesterday.  Ian 
Renton,  the  assistant  clerk  of 
the  course,  said  yesterday: 
"On  the  Grand  National 
course  the  going  remains 
good,  varying  from  the  easy 
side  of  good  to  the  quicker  side 
of  good  in  a  few  places.  We 
started  watering  the  Grand 
National  course  this  morning 
with  the  intention  of  removing 
any  fast  ground.  The  forecast 
is  for  a  bit  of  drizzle  tonight." 

Lorcan  Wyer  has  picked  up 
the  attractive  spare  ride  on 
General  Wolfe.  The  31-year- 
old  has  been  chosen  to  partner 
the  Tim  Forster-trained  geld¬ 
ing.  whose  regular  partner. 
Richard  Dun  woody,  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  riding  Smith’s  Band. 
Wyer.  who  will  school  Gener¬ 
al  Wolfe  at  Forster’S  Shrop¬ 
shire  yard  today,  said;  "I  won 
the  Becher  Chase  on  Kildimo 
buT  my  National  record  is  not 
great,  although  I  go i  to  the 
nineteenth  on  Joint  Sovereign¬ 
ly  one  year." 

General  Wolfe  disputed 
Grand  National  favouritism 
after  winning  on  his  reappear¬ 
ance  at  Hayaock  in  February, 
only  to  be  pushed  out  in  the 
betting  after  a  heavy  defeat  at 
Chepstow  a  fortnight  later. 

Forster  has  high  hopes  that 


AIM 


2.00  Green  Green  Desert 
2.35  Barton  Bank 
3.10  SQUIRE  SILK  (nap) 


THUNDERER 

3.45  No  Pain  No  Gain 

4.20  Ginger  Fox 
4.50  Johnny  The  Fox 

5.20  What  A  Question 


The  Times  Private  Handicapper's  top  rating: 

4.50  ORCHESTRAL  SUITE. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  3.45  Romany  Creek. 
Cart  Evans:  4.50  Orchestral  Suite. 


KM  113143  GOOD  HUES  13  QfJfiS)  (Ura  □  fobnson)  B  Kafl  12-0 . . BWad(7)  88 

Ruacad  nuifca  Stu-fcguip  term  (F — btt.  P —  mm.  ff — beta  towunte  ti  test  ace). 

fila,  U-  ~_l*L‘£dtH)  Jdt*  ,B—  brajete  Gong  on  mtiidi  bass  has  won  (F  —  6rm.  good  to 

X  5 ~~ jkppec  Up.  H  —  (BUSH.  0—  c_  >CT<  Q - oood  S _ 508.  nml  to  a* 

tesquaMed).  Hwse's  raw).  Days  Owe  last  TV.™ . h9T°rt~t,  TT JL 
atone:  F8  Oil  (B-bhrhR  V— mu  H—  *"W-  "  bnefafe  Tains.  and 

W  E—tye&eM  C- cocnemrar.  0-  « dar  phis  any  atarawa.  The  Tires 

distance  mm.  CD— come  and  testancs  PrtnJe  Haatapper  s  attng. 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES)  TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


G&BJ  SftBt  DESERT  be*  HBH  IN  THE 
CLOUDS  31*1  in  l&nm  notto  hun»a  el  LaUm 
l?m.  good)  «m  MONEHT  LEGEND  (Gib  wise 
oB)  teurHiexS  and  Si  40l  WONKHT  LECEND 
tM  Zmbnkmenl  In  14-oms  oukten  huda 
a)  WUcaibn  (2m.  good  lo  liimj.  MISTER  RM  71 
3w  ol  6  to  Rosencrartz  a  handicap  iudle  al  tool 
OnllOvd.  good).  WGH.'S  LAD  con*Wed  dou¬ 
ble  beat  Swa  Sente  23  n  HVfliner  note 
hudle  a)  Dentate  (2m  41.  good)  NO  PATTERN 


bed  otwi  te  tom  befa  Conan  Orel  1*1  n  11- 
nm  mabfen  tento  »  Ptanpi®  pro  11  wod). 
NKTDtC  8RHZE 10W  3rt  oMB  to  Shadw  Lean¬ 
er  to  grade  I  Ci»«n  Supreme  Novice'  Hunlte  fa 
CheUBten  (2m  UOytaomfl  teth  MR RM  teH  2 
ote  SHARPCAL  teal  Fft  On  fee  31  m  8-nnw 
note  hudle  fa  Fotastone  (2m  11  llOjfd.  good) 
CRANQON  BOULEVARD  be*  Su  b«9  31  m  8- 
nimer  note  tortfe  *  Ludh*  (2ragood  to  hm|. 
Sefedhn:  GRffll  GPm  DESERT 


SHANE  BRODERIC1L  the 
Irish  jockey  who  suffered 
severe  neck  injuries  in  a  fall  at 
Fairyhouse  on  Monday,  is 
confirmed  as  being  on  a  life 
support  machine  in  Dublin  s 
Mater  Hospital-  His  condh 
don  is  reported  as  stable  but 
he  is  unable  to  move  below 
the  neck. 


Time  For  A  Run,  prominent  in  the  betting  for  the  Martell  Grand  National  at  Aintree  on  Saturday,  will  miss  the  race  because  of  injury 


last  season’s  Scottish  Grand 
National  runner-up  can  emu¬ 
late  his  previous  Aintree  win¬ 
ners.  Well  To  Do  (1972),  Ben 
Nevis  (1980)  and  Last  Suspect 
(1985).  “General  Wolfe  could 
not  be  better."  he  said. 
"Chepstow  was  the  first  poor 
race  he  has  run  and  I  think  it 
may  have  come  too  quickly 
after  his  hard  race  at 
Haydodk.  which  was  his  first 
fora  long  rime." 

Jamie  Evans,  three  times 
champion  jockey  in  Australia, 
will  ride  the  outsider.  Mugoni 
Beach,  for  Marlin  Pipe.  How¬ 
ever,  Pipe’s  plans  for  his  two 
other  entries  remain  fluid.  A 
stable  spokeswoman  said: 
“Jamie  Evans  rides  Mugoni 
Beach  but  we  haven't  found  a 
jockey  for  Evangelica.” 


Challenger  Du  Luc.  who 
runs  in  the  Martell  Cup  today, 
is  doubtful  for  die  Grand 
National.  Another  National 
entry  in  action  this  afternoon 
is  Master  Boston,  who  lines  up 
for  the  John  Hughes  Trophy. 
□  David  Bridgwater  has  paid 
the  price  for  giving  Escarte- 
figue  a  poor  tactical  ride  in  the 
Slayers’  Hurdle  at  Chelten¬ 
ham  and  been  replaced  by 
Richard  Dun  woody  a  r  Aintree 
today.  Bridgwater  will  also 
miss  our  on  riding  other 
horses  owned  by  Darren  Mer¬ 
cer  and  trained  by  David 
Nicholson,  who  said  yester¬ 
day:  "  Between  us  we  have  said 
that  for  the  time  being  we  will 
have  a  change  and  I  shall  use 
the  best  jockeys  available  for 
Mr  Mercer's  horses.“ 


The  Frog  Prince  poised 
to  have  legs  of  rivals 

As  the  rest  of  the  nation  Richard  Evans  delves  into  the  form  for  the 
wrestles  with  the  - 

thorny  issues  of  the  opening  day  of  the  Grand  National  meeting 


3.45  JOHN  HUGHES  TROPHY  CHASE  HANDICAP 

(Grand  National  course.  £23.577. 2m  61)  (20  runner;) 


-401  P3S111  StNOR  EL  BETRUTTl  12(F.G.S) (GNodi  kfc-. ShodB-Utl  .  G  Bradley  85 

402  /F2P4/1-  C0QKAWARA  505  (GLSl  (S  Saircflury)  I  faro  11-11-11  .  .  ..  RDunwoody  90 

m  235250  XAUa<PAjSLU&om\DHld*>iu>na-ll-9  .  ..  RJotraoi  94 

404  2-21 31 P  GOLDEN SPN61 22 IG^) (MnHttHnl-JorKlNIteecaa  10-11-7.  MAfiCgtrfad  91 

405  163130  BELLS  LIE  22  RLS)  (R  6itei  t  hcCte  5-11-4 . GTonrey  90 

4 Ob  50WP4  MAS7BIB0S7«M(GS)(UntolRW«rfmtt>9-)0-13 . RGms)  - 

40?  512423-4  THE  FROG  PfWCF  33  (F.S)  (F  Caqai)  N  ttedee  9-10-13  .  .  .  JOsbamn  91 

408  431224  ROUAXV  CRHX  23  (tJJiS]  (4  Ihanwr)  J  Peace  B-1D-5 . J  Cokey  @ 

409  1-F5234  M0 PAW 80 GAIN 24 (G,S) (1)« Mwetao ftinjejLup) J Giftnfl 9-10-4  .  .  PWde  90 

410  0-5M11  TOO  PLUSH  33  (F&S)  (ItaC  Wane)  A  lurcfl  8-10-3 .  LHncy  90 

411  213141  FUMS»TRUIHZMF.6l|MW«on|MWeatf.  1M0-2  IbliHara  98 

412  M3432  CHANGE  TIC  RBGN  33  (F.G.S)  IE  McotsnjMK:  A  EmlibEK  10-10-0  Mr  R  Thermal  p)  85 

413  502215  KK6S  OESfiY  (0^1  (I  SwIfiekO  J  Old  9-10-0 . CUeteys  86 

414  324242  SNUJR JMIfiffASI IR PBteji F DMto lD-KW  . NVtemson  81 

415  3-U2GB3  YEOMANWAI«OR2Q(S1|MnllAlMn]NReM  10-100 .  D0-Si*an80 

416  125352  MQHEr4QfJBSI<UT<WJIt*anlttma9-lM _ ...  «rCBmnv(3|  77 

417  15-PI  IP  POM)  HOUSE  S5  1C  FM)  M  Pipe  8- 100  . .  Jan*  Erase  70 

416  FM45BB  CROPREDY  LAD  41  [R  Hatf)  P  Weuaa  10-10-0 -  ATtorWi  50 

419  urn  GmmsBmvtBiwsnmitoPsitnM . . wu*&r  a 

420  050804  SLPER  SAND1? M (S)  (Mm F  WjJam)  F  HLaan  10-iM . Ktensn  50 

Long  hamBtatc  Change  The  Reqn  9-9.  Nng^  Cheny  9-6.  Sate  Am  9-2.  laomsi  Wamor  9-2.  AFy  [teey  8-13 
And  Kane  6-11  ChipreO)  La i  8-1.  Gnfns  tm  84.  Sups  Sssff  6~U 

BETT84S  6-1  Too  Plush.  7-1  Ettden  Sponer.  Ku.  Senary  Crete.  Sena  0  Etenjffl  The  Frag  frotce.  10-1 
Coanan.  12-1  FAnsy  Tndi  14-1  Bells  Lit.  16-1  OargB  The  Ftegn.  No  Pan  No  Gam.  20-1  oihen 
1996:  JOE  WHITE  iQ-10-0  P  Camay  133-1)  J  hnert  Jatesn  21  cat 


FORM  FOCUS 


SENQR  EL  BETRUTT1  teal  Py  Fow  21  in  4 -turner 
hand  ex  chase  *  Ftanbuy  (3m.  good  to  fain) 
C0CBUWARA  teal  Gland  31  to  10-nrea  handi¬ 
cap  chase  fa  Kempton  (2m  41  110yd.  gown 
GOLDEN  SPMiei  teal  Eastwge  101  m  8-rumer 
tuoctav  chase  fa  Newbuy  (2m  41.  goodi  on  pen- 
uranale  sfiri.  BB1S  ure  151 3rd  ol5  to  Ah  Shot 
n  ctwHtocna  chase  fa  ChepeiM  (2m  31 110yd 
ad)  on  panuftmifc  rert  ROtUHY  CfiEBC  Til 
48i  oi  14  to  Flyer’s  Itep  to  hanfiop  dn  & 
CheMBh  (3m  1L  pcad)  wHi  KADI  (ID  Mse 
ofl)  534)  8» 


TOO  PLUSH  camptefed  tour-lima  befa  Mfily  Wes 
hud  <i  5-nma  landicap  chase  fa  Nftenn  |2m 
4).  good  u  soil)  wit)  Ttt  FROG  PRWCt  (2to 
beta  o8)  del  4Bv  FUMSY  TRUTH  befa  Val  Pa 
Nu4  1WI  in  23-twna  anaas  ndiss  toidkati 
tease  fa  Chefterfam  l-ftn.  goad  to  frm)  HNSS 
CHERRY  bes  Ugh  AAUute  HH  in  4-nmnei 
handiap  chase  *  Metewy  ]2m  II.  good  lo  soH)  on 
WirtoTHfc  'MU  POND  HOUSE  beat  S/fty*  N  in 
fr-nmei  iKr.xe  hantfeap  chase  fa  PUnplon  (2m 
51.  good)  on  pendumaie  start. 

Sefecto*  SBN3R  EL  BETWTT) 


As  the  rest  of  the  nation 
wrestles  with  the 
thorny  issues  of  the 
general  election  and  jittery 
stock  market,  racing's  cogno¬ 
scenti  must  tackle  the  annual 
poser:  will  Cheltenham  Festi¬ 
val  form  stand  up  at  Aintree? 
Some  horses  which  give  their 
best  at  Prestbury  Park  relish 
the  return  to  championship 
action  within  three  weeks: 
others  find  it  too  demanding, 
physically  and  mentally,  and 
do  not  run  within  a  stone  of 
their  Cheltenham  efforts. 

The  Martell  Cup  Chase,  the 
feature  race  on  the  opening 
day  of  the  Grand  National 
meeting,  is  a  case  in  poinr.  A 
stria  reading  of  the  form  book 
means  Barton  Bank,  nine 
lengths  second  to  Mr  Mulli¬ 
gan  in  the  Gold  Cup,  should 
have  the  beating  of  Challenger 
Du  Luc  and  One  Man  (81b 
worse  oft),  who  finished  nine 
and  25  lengths  behind  at 
Cheltenham  —  yet  I  fancy  him 
least  of  the  three. 

With  much  less  emphasis  on 
stamina  around  this  extended 
but  sriil  sharp  three  miles.  One 
Man  and  Challenger  Du  Luc 
should  be  seen  to  better  effect. 
Both  travelled  sweetly  at  Chel¬ 
tenham  before  their  stamina 
limitations  were  exposed  — 
dramatically  in  .the  case  of 
One  Man.  who  looked  a 
serious  threat  until  between 
the  last  two  fences.  Challenger 


Dn  Luc  will  be  a  bigger  price 
and  gets  a  narrow  vote. 

The  Sandeman  Maghull 
Novices’  Chase  provides  a 
similar  conundrum,  although 
two  who  missed  Cheltenham. 
Sublime  Fellow  and.  in  partic¬ 
ular,  Amancio.  should  not  be 
ignored.  Backers  who  burnt 
their  fingers  when  Mulligan 
fell  in  the  Arkle  Chase  will  be 
anxious  to  recover  losses,  espe¬ 
cially  as  he  previously  beat 
Squire  Silk  at  Warwick  and  is 
now  71b  better  off.  However, 
the  jumping  of  Squire  SQk 
was  much  improved  in  the 
Arkle  and.  given  that  he 
should  be  better  suited  by  this 
flat  track,  is  preferred. 

The  Frog  Prince  warrants 
support  in  the  John  Hughes 
Trophy  Chase,  despite  being 
beaten  a  distance  in  his  only 
race  this  season.  Nick 
Gaselee's  chaser  has  suffered 
from  problems  with  his  feet 
and  was  badly  in  need  of  the 
run  at  Newbury  33  days  ago. 
The  nine-year-old  has  come  on 
significantly  since  that  race 
and  looks  well  handicapped 
on  his  form  over  the  past  two 

years-  . 

The  Glenlivet  Anniversary 
Novices’  Hurdle  sees  the  re¬ 
turn  of  four  who  ran  in  the 


4.20  GlfNUVET  ANNIVERSARY  4-Y-O  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Grade  II:  4-Y-0:  E26.234: 2m  110yd)  (13  Mineral 

561  P  aALLAMIB3(f*ennll*tiUiJhSTi*UJ].. 

502  42P222  OTCUS  STAR  21  nheftt^jnssei!)  PlWteam  11-0  - 

503  1142  FAR  DA1MI 47  (D.Bf ,G)  IPWiet^Hfito^APcnai  11-0  - - 

504  031  FASl  "4  (6>  (TUsfWjKAteter  17-0  - 

505  4  GM£0)  FOX  34  (M  Van  Door*)  Mre  J  Pitnan  1 1  -0  _  . 

506  102  HARD  NOWS  60  (D.S)  ID  Cato)  0  K*Uy  11-0  .  .  _  . 

507  14  rOPERATI  (D.6)  Aimed /J  Ahttrum  i  ti  hfetebon  11-0  .  . 

506  UF2400  IWWLD21  lASoenctlRAteiiira  11-G  . 

503  112234  NOBLE  LORD  3  (D/.G)  flht  »0  r.mff,  irtntr*?)  fl  ftteO0 11-0 . 

510  2  QUAKERS  HELD  12  (Bf)  (A  Hlgain)GLlfcO<*  11-0 . 

511  341  QUALITY  12  (D.61  IB  0'CoaW)  F'  Htelr,  11-0  . 

51?  3153  SUMMER  SPELL  40  (Of)  M  V  5  Un  E  S  Rot w  N  ramaato  1 1 -0. 

513  154116  MARLONOTE  21  (D.G.S)  (J  0oro>  W  Atehni  10-9 . 

BETTWG:  7-4  L'Opm.  9-2  Onus  St*.  5-1  Had  Hen  M  Sowna  Spell.  12-1  MirtanaJe 
Fai  Daw.  16-1  Otars 

1996  ZABA01 4-n-O  A  P  McCoy-  (8-1)0  Nitetesan  11  m 

FORM  FOCUS 


Sheehan 


sT  on  BRIDGE 
- 


•  JFTlfcv  - 
..  R  JoflBflfl  g] 
..  C  Mfalfe  84 
..  T  JorAi  78 
JCutoty  75 
COTteyw  98 
JDsten*  96 
RDwnumdy  83 
BPote  84 
OGatagta  72 
NMbncon  75 
MARegvfad  89 
.-  DJ  Casey  86 
(haters  Ffeto.  14-1 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

In  the  Christmas  quiz,  one  question  demonstrated  the 
importance  of  leading  low  from  honour  combinations  when  you 
are  attacking  a  suit  bid  on  your  right  I  followed  my  own 
preaching  on  this  hand,  and  it  should  have  led  to  a  good  result. 


CIRCUS  STAR  II  fa  28  lo  Connate  Court 
n  grade  I  Etta  Rating  Out  Trlunoh  Hudle  fa 
Ctwmnftam  l?m  11.  good)  ma  LUPtRA  31  4Ri. 
MARLOttTTC  51  6ft  aid  Iff  WILD  71  fiVv  FAR 
DAWN  Bl  2nd  ot  11  to  red  tea  In  note  hodla  fa 
Wwfcor  (2m.  good  with  IffiWLD  291  7to  and 
FASl  II  6th  FfiStL  teal  Wrmcaash  W  n  14- 
(utmi  (rawJen  Iudle  fa  Tasntan  On  31  110yd 
good).  HARD  NEWS  21  2nd  nt  13  to  Commote 


Caul  in  grade  II  Stnrtg  Amnik  teadlt  al 
Leooaidswsn  <?m,  good  lo  ykhfing)  wto 
MARIONETTE  1?w  4V  NOBLE  LORD  17*1  id 
of  13  to  terawt  oi  nonce  Iudle  fa  Nratuy  12m 
110yd  good)  on  penuUjrtfae  MU  with  SUMMffi 
Sfm  (5to  fieta  «0  141  5fli  QUAICTS  FIELD 
>41  2nd  trf  7  to  Sefafe  Met  in  maiden  turtle  fa 
LiraGeM  On  110yd  good  lo  Turn). 

Setoanr  CIRCUS  STAR 


Dealer  South 


♦  A  a 
*K2 

♦  SB* 

*J  109432 


Game  all 

*KB3 
▼  Q  9  8  7  54 

♦  A  Q  5 

♦  5 


Rubber  bridge 


4 J  7542 
*AtO 
♦  J  1092 
*K6 


«Q  10  9 

V  J63 
•  K  7  3 
+  AQ87 

Contract:  Three  No-trumps  by  South.  Lead:  tour  of  clubs 


ARDBRENNAN  lBl  2nd  ol  T  lo  Fox  Ttoadei  m 
amfao»  rates  luuer  tease  fa  NexUiy  (3m.  good 
ID  frm)  BnOFAMXUP  oompfeWl  dote*  beat 

ASK  AwRtNY  t  iil  (n  dmoar  rttas’  name  bant* 
can  chase  fa  HteUtngdon  (3m.  good  to  udli  «im 
SAMJS  OF  GOLD  5Di  aral  LLRWGA  GUTTER 
31  61h  H0WAY8MN  tefa  ToOcng  SI  fa  3 -rum 
men  A  Lfaot  (3m.  good  to  art).  ORCHESTRAL 
SWTE  mnokted  dote*  befa  King':  Treasure  141 
m  CT8te»  rites'  no»tra  lanlsr  chase  fa  Stratad 


1 3(0.  qoodi  rtotfi  TAWGtf  BAR0K  <2h  mx  ottl 
>41  5m.  SANDS  OF  GOLD  M  ifa  telO  to  Intel 
u d  m  amaleu  nders’  imdeo  luikr  tftasa  fa 
Foftestow  fin  51.  soli)  w  pfraitom*  stofl 
TDM'S  GEMNJ  STAR  befa  Vital  Song  51  r  jib- 
tee  ntaV  novice  hunfci  chase  fa  Wlnonton  (2m 
51  now  Miami  MAXItG Tltf  teal  Wfta  Chancr 
21  in  t j4k  imntan  fa  MoUfagiDn  Pm. 

flood). 

Selection.-  BtTOfAMXUP 


5.20  BARTON  &  GUESTIER  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£11,089:  3m  110yd)  (17  rannere) 

1  3?-S335  ESCARTHTGUE  21  (8F.8)  (D  Utsceil  0  toteaisw  5-11-10  .  .  «  ftowreody  « 

2  215116  WHAT  A  QUEST**!  21  (CD.G.S)  (Mrs  U  '«cnrW!)  M  Moos  (it)  9-H-2  COpfayw  M 

3  t5(S6P  BETTER  TMES  AHEAD  41  (D.G5)  IE Bngp)  6  RKtiartc  ll-lWl  » 

4  112136  FfflXKE  MUCK'  23  (D/£l  (Oicfctem  Raingl  «  heuiH Me  7  10-5  C  « 

5  643460  TOP  SW  21  (EDJ.G.S)  (J  Wool  J  JOtow  fl-iO-3  .  ...  -  "  ^wto  ® 

I  1B6AK1  SHAVE  TORNADO  47  (SI  0*5  B  5«w)  G  5sMliTD  6-1D-3.....-  -.-  .B_Oltad  94 
7  101  348  SlVER  S*S)  33  (CffASf  (0  doefanfl  fcfcs  V  KSkn  6-10-3  H  VOsmsut  ® 

. .  Plto.97 

a  3Q3-HR3  DAKWG  23  (8.G)  Ha«  Pannafaiiji)  M  Pax  5-10-2 - -  0  'Nath 

10  ^1211  B«  SIRAM7  22  (F.&Sj  it  JOff  I  Mf«  .  ----- .  E«"*  ^ 

II  1^232  KKD0M  OF  5HADES  25  (S)  (R  Ogdeni  A  Isim  r-iM  - - J  tetoma  $ 

i;  ms®  dr  iBIfl  22  (G)  IP  Tiwvl  r  Kobe  64M .  -  . . —  6  Tanwy  91 

n  3S3  TAMARP0UR  8  (B/.Cl  '745  4  **  Ope  IC-NW  -  .  B  6km  (7)  W 

14  121^  HOUSE  CAPTAH  54  (BF&S)  (S  6  ttdatenol)  J  FlogMd  B-HW)  R  ttma  M 

,c  nBaw  eyfTu  too  16  (D F 6)  1  Sfotito  Uueield  afcfa  Co  Udj  tti  J  Pause  9-iM  B  Rowl  78 

,1  Ki  WIW  8RAVP  136  rBj0J.fi}  AteP  Bto,  N  ta'WM.  -  « -U«w  ?B 

17  F31/5-35  ROSE  MIS  59  (BF.5)  IU  '>i«l  S  ionut  1(3-10-0  . .  -  L  Aswi  P)  - 

Impterfap:  Bwdon  0i  Stedci  9-13. 0.  Lw*  9-12  Tsaspiw  9-12.  Hnce  Cagtai  Hi.  Snvih  loo  W. 
Vraoi  Brem  9-3.  Rose  toaj  8-0 

BEm«:  6-1  Exan effc*  7-1  Eralbi  ^  ;  Cuahan-  ^  '***  ^  “™r- 

1996:  TOP  SIW  MiMI 1  p  UsCt,  OM)  JJerem  IS  oi 

FORM  FOCUS 


South  opened  One  Club  and 
rebid  One  No-trump  over 
North’s  One  Heart.  North 
rebid  Three  Hearts  and  South 
incorrectly  insisted  on  Three 
No-trumps. 

My  lead  of  a  low  club  got  the 
defence  off  ro  a  sound  start.  If  I 
had  led  the  jack  nf  clubs  the 
defence  would  have  had  diffi¬ 
culty  unscrambling  the  club 
suit  If  East  plays  the  king  of 
clubs  on  the  first  round, 
declarer  can  win  and  play 
hearts.  Now  when  East  wins 
and  plays  a  second  dub. 
declarer  can  put  in  the  seven 
and  has  two  more  dub 
stoppers. 

On  the  low  club  East  played 
the  king  and  South  (Pyorr 
Gawrys,  a  member  of  the 
Polish  team  that  won  the 
European  a  few  years  ago) 
ducked,  He  took  the  second 
dub  and  led  a  low  heart.  In 
case  he  had  AlOx  1  ducked  to 
give  him  a  guess  on  the  next 
round.  I  think  that  was  im- 
pracricaJ  —  usually  a  player 
with  that  holding  will  start 
with  the  are  on  the  first  round. 


Now  things  took  an  evil  turn 
for  the  defence.  Declarer  put 
in  the  eight  of  hearts  from 
dummy  and  East  (Colin  Simp¬ 
son)  won  with  the  ten.  I  think 
he  should  have  appreciated 
from  declarer's  play  of  the 
eight  of  hearts  that  I  must 
have  the  king,  so  he  should 
have  won  with  the  ace.  He 
returned  a  spade,  1  took  the 
ace  and  cleared  clubs,  leading 
the  nine  to  express  interest  in  a 
lower  ranking  suit  —  I  hoped 
that  as  this  was  obviously  not 
diamonds,  my  partner  would 
appreciate  it  was  showing  a 
heart  entry. 

On  the  nine  of  dubs  Simp¬ 
son  missed  our  last  chance  — 
he  should  discard  his  ace  of 
hearts.  In  practice  he  threw  a 
spade,  and  now  when  Gawrys 
won  and  played  a  heart,  the 
king  and  ace  fell  together,  and 
we  couldn’t  get  at  our  winning 
clubs. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  »  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


•  ■ :-  WORD-WATCHING 


By  Philip  Honard 


ESCAHTEF1GUE  *wt  61  5m  d  17  to  fash* 
03 *  l  PcnEfmnt  SJWB5  Huntt  ; a 
pm  1 10yd.  goodi  w®  WHAT  A  QUESTION  l3jb 
Orta  ott)  ml  Gif,  mi  TOP  SPM  put  flaw  oft 
44141 1210  BRAVE  TORNADO  tel  Mwchll  ij 
12-niWi  tMOitap  turtle  fa  Onps®a  l-m, 
ll(Mai8i«SiDR LEUST  (5ft hem  (*  WW 
5*  HAJUW6  71 W  ol  24  to  Plurane*  «  «>»; 
rjc  hwSe  fa  Chfteifran  &n  2.  gudi 
fflHBff  UUCX  (lib  beta  tell 
BIZADJAN  (Tto  btela  ofl>  unsaiffl  irfn  *»:i 
STRAND  befa  Allegrium  stwt-Wfa]  m  .'S-funn*: 


teraftci)  lunte  fa  ChfiBetian  12m  St.  good  to 
ftrir'i  «Kb  TAUARPOin  (21b  btelei  oil)  about  3 
5*  and  Dfl  LRJHT  (Sib  beta  off)  1(  SDi  KHS- 
D0M  OF  raiADES  31  2nd  te  8  to  Pofentfae  m 

hdrtdcap  fiudt  dl  Cbegstov  (2m  4 ( 1  lOnl  'goad 

10  MU 

SMTTH  TOO  befa  Bs*tad  2^1  in  tafai- 
op  teidle  fa  IBtaete  13m  IlCryd.  good  lo  Urm) 
VET0F  BRAVD  compftfed  OeMe  beat  Olen^lf 
Girt  2V  <n  4-rvnnw  lurch&f  brndle  al  Chtelstfuari 
i3m  3.  woo  10  lam) 

Sefecson.  BG  STTMIC 


LAMPREL 

a.  A  fish  like  a  lamprey 

b.  A  vitamin 

c.  A  lampoon  in  verse 

MELOPEPON 
3.  A  melon 
b.  A  Spartan  hopliie 
c  A  mythical  beast 


MYGALE 

a.  A  Greek  headland 

b.  An  erotic  song 

c.  A  mouse 
LOOBILY 

a.  Awkward 

b.  Tacking 

c.  Unluckily 


Answers  on  page  50 


Triumph  Hurdle,  headed  by 
Circus  Star,  runner-up  ro 
Commanche  Court.  However, 
the  Triumph  is  a  rough  race 
and  I  prefer  the  chances  of 
those  runners  who  bypassed 
Cheltenham,  although  they 
must  show  improved  form. 

Summer  Spell  will  have  his 
supporters  but  FasO  can  run  a 
big  race  at  long  odds.  The 
winner  of  two  of  his  seven 
races  on  the  Flat,  including  a 
decent  Goodwood  handicap, 
he  was  bearer?  less  than  four 
lengths  on  his  second  start 
over  hurdles  by  Green  Green 
Desen  and  High  In  The 
Clouds,  both  of  whom  run  in 
today’s  opening  race.  Al¬ 
though  his  stamina  was 
stretched  when  winning  over 
2b  miles  at  Taunton  24  days 
ago.  tire  runner-up  recently 
won  by  26  lengths. 

The  derision  by  connections 
of  Escartcfigne  to  replace 
David  Bridgwater  with  Rich¬ 
ard  Dunwoody  will  encourage 
support  in  the  Barton  & 
Guestier  Handicap  Hurdle. 
He  can  gain  compensation  for 
defeat  in  the  Stayers’  Hurdle, 
whilgjhe  likely_fast  pace  in  the 
Seagram  Top  Novices’  Hurdle 
will  suit  the  enigmatic  Green 
Green  Desert* 


SPORT  47 


|  IN  BRIEF  | 

Australia’s 
grip  broken 
by  Rhodes 

A  TYPICALLY  inventive  S3 
not  out  from  Jonty  Rhodes 
helped  South  Africa  lo  reach 
245  for  eight  against  Australia 
on  a  slow  and  low  pitch  in  the 
third  one-day  cricket  interna¬ 
tional  at  Newlands.  Cape 
Town,  yesterday. 

South  Africa  were  in  deep 
trouble  at  106  for  five  in  the 
29th  over  after  Ian  Healy.  who 
Took  over  from  Marie  Taylor 
as  Australia's  captain,  won  the 
toss  and  chose  to  field.  Relief 
came  through  a  partnership 
between  Rhodes  and  Derek 
Crookes,  his  Natal  team-mate, 
which  was  worth  70.  and  IS 
runs  were  scored  from  Shane 
Wane’s  final  over. 

Mark  Waugh  split  the  web¬ 
bing  on  his  right  hand  in 
dropping  a  slip  catch  offered 
by  Jaques  Kallis  and  was 
expected  to  bat  only  if  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary. 

□  Rugby  league:  Some  nine 
months  after  Testyn  Harris. 
20.  was  put  on  the  transfer  list 
for  a  world-record  fee  of  £JJB 
million  by  Warrington,  the 
Wales  and  Great  Britain  back 
is  expected  to  sign  for  Leeds 
Rhinos  today.  Harris  is  likely 
to  make  his  debut  for  his  new 
club  in  the  home  march 
against  Wigan  tomorrow-. 

□  Table  tennis:  Katy  Parker. 
12,  will  become  ihe  youngest 
player  to  compere  for  England 
after  being  added  to  the  squad 
for  the  world  championships 
in  Manchester  later  this 
month.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Donald  Parker,  the  chairman 
of  England  selectors,  and  Jill 
Parker  (nee  Hammersley).  the 
women’s  team  captain,  who 
was  European  champion  on 
three  occasions. 

□  Skiing:  Tom  Brown,  from 
Torquay,  profiting  from  ski¬ 
ing  down  the  course  first, 
justified  bis  place  as  top  seed 
in  the  British  children’s  team 
by  winning  the  boys’  super 
giant-slalom  by  a  margin  of 
1.60sec  at  the  British  Land 
childrens'  national  champion¬ 
ships  in  TIgnes,  France 
yesterday. 

□  Boxing:  Andy  Holligan 
will  defend  his  British  light- 
welterweight  title  against  Carl 
Wright,  another  Merseysider. 
at  Everton  Park  Sports  Centre 
on  May  15.  On  the  same  bill 
.Peter  Culshaw,  of  Liverpool 
will  challenge  Adey  Lewis,  of 
Bury,  for  the  British  flyweight 
crown. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Eastern  Imigris 

After  the  days  of  De  La 
Bourdonnais  and  St  Amant. 
French  chess  suffered  a  rela¬ 
tive  decline-  For  several  de¬ 
cades.  no  new  world  masters 
emerged  and  French  strength 
was  largely  augmented  by  an 
influx  of  masters  from  Eastern 
Europe  and  Russia. 

Among  the  most  notable  of 
these  were  Alexander 
Alekhine,  world  champion 
from  1927  to  1946  (with  one 
break  from  1935  to  1937).  Boris 
Spassky,  world  champion 
from  1969  to  1972  and  the 
ingenious  grandmaster  Xav- 
ielfy  Tartakcwer.  Tarfa  lower 
was  a  prolific  writer  and  gifted 
strategist,  who  also  had  a 
sharp  eye  for  tactics.  It  is 
somewhat  unfair  that  many  of 
the  so-called  hypermodem 
grandmasters,  active  in  the 
1920s  and  1930s.  such  as 
Grunfeld,  Nimzowitsch.  Alek¬ 
hine  and  Bogalyubov.  have  all 
had  Black  defences  named 
after  them.  Ta rtakower  him¬ 
self  regularly  employed  tire 
defence  shown  in  today’s 
game  yet  it  is  often  dismissed 
by  the  anodyne  terms.  Old 
Indian  or  Irregular  Defence. 
In  the  game  which  follows, 
having  first  undermined 
White’s  pawn  structure, 
Tartakower’s  tactical  break¬ 
through  is  particularly  fine. 

White:  Appel 
Blade  Tartakower 
Lodz  1938 

Tartakower  Defence 

1  NI3  Nt8 

2  04  d6 

3  d4  8g4 

4  Qb3  Bxt3 

5  gx13  QcB 

6  t4  gS 

7  Bg2  c6 


By  Raymond  Keene 


White  id  play.  This  position  is  from 
the  game  Cholmov  —  Sherbakov, 
Russia  1997.  In  this  position.  While 
played  1  Nxd7,  presumably  expect¬ 
ing  Black  10  recapture,  when  he 
could  casile  with  about  an  equal 
position.  Black’s  reply  must  haw 
come  as  an  unpleasant  surprise. 
Can  you  see  it. 


8  Nd2 

9  0-0 

10  Nt3 

11  Be3 

12  R act 

13  Rfdl 

14  Bd2 

15  Qa3 

16  Qa4 

17  Be3 

18  Qc2 

19  Nel 

20  c5 

21  Nd3 

22  h3 

23  f*a3 

24  R11 

25  Odl 

26  Q el 

27  Ktl2 

28  Rhl 

29  Kgl 

30  hxg4 

31  Ml 

32  Brfil 

33  Bg2 

34  Qxd2 
White  resigns 

Diagram 


Solution  on  page  50 


48  SPORT _ _ _ _ 

FOOTBALL:  McATEER  DISMISSAL  COMPLETES  MISERY  IN  MACEDONIA  AS  WORLD  CUP  HOPES  TUMBLE 


Ireland  press  self-destruct  button 


FYR  Macedonia . 3 

Ireland . 2 

From  Peter  Ball 
IN  SKOPJE 

IRELAND'S  hopes  of  qualify¬ 
ing  for  the  1998  World  Cup 
finals  suffered  a  serious  blow 
under  the  snow-covered  Sdmo 
Gore  mountains  yesterday. 
Defeat  here  means  that  they 
will  have  to  beat  the  group 
leaders.  Romania,  in  Bucha¬ 
rest  at  the  end  of  the  month  to 
revive  their  hopes. 

They  deserve  little  sympa¬ 
thy,  for  the  damage  was 
largely  self-inflicted  in  an  in¬ 
ept  first-half  display,  probably 

GROUP  EIGHT 


Romania  . 

4 

4 

0 

0 

18 

a 

12 

Macedonia  . 

6 

a 

1 

2 

18 

ii 

10 

Ireland  .  .  . 

4 

? 

1 

1 

10 

3 

7 

Lithuania  . 

.  3 

p. 

0 

1 

4 

4 

6 

Iceland . 

..  4 

i) 

2 

? 

1 

7 

2 

Uechlenaten 

.  5 

0 

0 

5 

2 

» 

0 

(Not  nctuOng  lest  night's  march  UtNjarta  v 
Romania) 

RESULTS:  Macedonia  3  Liechtenstein  0. 
Iceland  I  Mxstkmm  J:  Ueertensssn  0 
land  S.  Romans  3  Uthuaraa  0.  Uhuana  3 
Inland  0  Jeefend  0  Romania  4:  Ireland  3 
Macedonia  0.  Lithuania  2  Liechtenstein  1: 
Uccttensiefl!  1  Maeedonre  1 1.  Wand  0  Ice¬ 
land  0.  Macedonia  0  Romania  3:  Ramans  8 
Ltechtenstwi  O.  Macedonia  3  b  eland  2 
MATCHES  TO  COME-  Apr  30:  Uediterv 
stesnv Lnhuanta: Rorsnav Ireland  June 7: 
Ireland  u  Uecbtenstwi:  Macedonia  v  Ice¬ 
land.  June  11:  Iceland  v  Lithuania  Aug  IB: 
Uechtertstan  v  Iceland  Aug  20  freiJnd  v 
Uihuana:  Rcmarva  y  Macadonra.  Sept  a 
Iceland  v  Ireland,  Uechtenslevi  v  Romania: 
Uhuana  v  Macedona  Sept  lO  Romans  v 
Iceland;  Lithuania  v  Ireland.  Oct  1 1:  Iceland 
v  LrecTCeroHro.  heand  v  FfcxnartB.  Macedo- 
navLitrruxsa 


their  worst  since  the  defeat  by 
Holland  at  Anfield  that  ended 
their  interest  in  qualifying  for 
the  European  championship 
last  year  —  and  that  was  by 
the  illustrious  Dutch:  this  was 
by  Macedonia,  whose  only 
previous  victims  in  competi¬ 
tive  football  in  their  brief 
history  had  been  Liechtenstein 
and  Cyprus. 

To  compound  an  awful  dis¬ 
play.  Jason  McAteer  was  sent 
off  for  fouling  and  then  scuf¬ 
fling  with  Sakiri  two  minutes 
into  injury  time.  He  will  now 
be  suspended  for  the  game  in 
Bucharest.  Stojkovski  was 
also  sent  off  for  his  part  in  the 
fracas. 

Two  penalties  for  handball 
helped  Macedonia’s  cause. 


Breen,  right,  despite  outjumping  the  Macedonia  defence,  fails  to  get  his  header  on  target  as  Ireland  slump  to  defeat  in  Skopje  yesterday 


but  the  general  sloppiness  of 
Ireland’s  play  was  even  more 
fundamental  to  the  result  “It 
was  a  very  disappointing  per¬ 
formance.”  Mick  McCarthy, 
the  Ireland  manager,  said. 
“No  one  can  put  his  hand  on 
his  heart  and  say  he  played  as 
well  as  he  can.  I  did  not  think 
it  could  get  worse  after  going 
3-1  down,  but  it  did.  We  were 
well  beaten  and  had  our  back¬ 
sides  kicked." 

Yet,  against  a  side  with 
reputedly  fragile  morale.  Ire¬ 
land  ootild  hardly  have  had  a 
better  start,  taking  the  lead 
after  only  eight  minutes. 


Cascarino  heading  down 
Keane's  cross  for  McLoughlin 
to  nip  in  and  head  the  ball 
beyond  Celeski. 

That  seemed  likely  to  be 
that,  but  instead  of  building 
on  the  lead.  Ireland  began  to 
give  the  bail  away  consistent¬ 
ly,  launching  long  balls  aimed 
towards  Cascarino  and  Good¬ 
man  more  in  hope  than  expec¬ 
tation  that  gave  Macedonia  a 
wealth  of  possession.  Soon, 
with  Sainovski  and  Gosev 
growing  in  confidence,  the 
home  side  began  to  show  signs 
of  getting  back  into  the  match. 

After  27  minutes,  they  did  so 


as  Gosev  did  well  to  cross 
under  pressure.  There  was 
still  little  danger  as  Hristov 
failed  to  reach  the  cross,  but 
his  jump  unsighted  McAteer. 
the  ball  hit  the  Liverpool 
defender’s  hand  and  Stojkov- 
ski  scored  his  first  penalty. 

That  gave  Macedonia  belief 
and  something  to  fight  for  and 
they  began  to  move  forward 
with  real  purpose,  while  Ire¬ 
land  continued  to  look  a 
shambles.  Finally,  a  flowing 
move  begun  by  Nikolovslti. 
coming  forward  from  the 
back,  and  carried  on  by 
Sainovski  again  found  Gosev. 


Hamilton’s  world  falls  apart 


Ukraine . 2 

Northern  Ireland . 1 

By  David  Maddock 

THERE  is  something  about 
the  Irish  that  encourages  un¬ 
likely  optimism,  but  under 
Kiev  skies  that  started  brightly 
but  grew  heavy  with  intent, 
reality  finally  reined  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland’s  innocent  ambi¬ 
tion  yesterday.  Defeat  in  this 
World  Cup  qualifying  tie 
virtually  ended  their  dream  of 
reaching  the  finals  in  France 
next  summer. 

It  was  always  an  outrageous 
prospect  in  a  group  containing 
Germany,  Portugal  and  their 
tedxincally  impressive  oppo¬ 
nents  yesterday,  but  even  in 
defeat  the  Irish  fostered  hope 
for  more  than  an  hour  by 
threatening  an  upset  that 
would  have  reversed  their 
fortunes  in  group  nine. 

After  drawing  level  they 
dominated  for  a  spell  in  the 
second  half,  when  Hill  and 
Dawie  both  had  chances,  but. 
as  the  clouds  closed  in, 
tiredness  and  the  superior 


quality  of  the  Ukrainians  took 
their  toll.  Even  so,  Bryan 
Hamilton,  the  manager, 
found  something  to  smile 
about,  despite  a  loss  that 
means  his  side  will  surely 
miss  out  once  more  on  a 
leading  championship. 

“We  were  in  die  game  and 
played  very  well,  but  we  could 
not  afford  to  lose,”  Hamilton 
said.  “But  this  is  a  young  side 
that  will  only  get  better  and  in 
this  campaign  we  have  shown 
that  there  is  plenty  of  promise 
for  the  future.” 

He  is  right  in  that  there  is 
potential  in  abundance,  but 
one  wonders  whether  it  is  time 
for  another  manager  to  at¬ 


tempt  to  resolve  the  team’s 
propensity  for  undermining, 
its  own  efforts.  It  is  at  home 
that  vital  points  have  been 
carelessly  tossed  away,  and 
even  here  they  managed  to 
find  unnecessary  adversity. 

Gillespie  gifted  Ukraine  a 
goal  after  just  two  minutes  by 
losing  possession  in  a  danger¬ 
ous  area.  Vitaliy  Kosovsky 
seized  upon  the  gift  to  advance 
towards  goal  before  producing 
a  stinging  shot  that  flew  into 
the  roof  of  the  net 

Gillespie  redeemed  himself 
with  a  significant  part  in  the 
equaliser  11  minutes  later.  He 
skipped  down  the  right  and 
when  Hughes  shaped  to  take 


P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 

Uhrairw .  5  4  0  1  8  3  13 

Portugal  -..6  2  3  1  5  2  B 

N  Ireland ....  6  1  3  2  5  5  B 

Germany-.  .  3  t  2  0  6  Z  5 

Armenia . 4  0  3  1  3  7  3 

Albania  ...  4  0  1  3  1  7  1 

(Not  mdudmg  last  night's  match-  Abania  v 
Germany) 

RESULTS:  Northern  Ireland  0  Ukraine  1. 
Armenia  0  Portugal  0.  Northern  Ireland  1 
Armenia  1:  Ukraine  2  Portugal  1;  Albania  0 
Portugal  a  Armenia  1  Genrony  Sl  Afcania  1 
Armenia  1:  Germany  1  Northern  Ireland  1. 
Portugal  1  Ukraine  0.  Northern  Ireland  2 


Is  I  Atoanta  0;  Portugal  0  Germany  O.  Afcarea  0 
13  1  Ukraine  i;  Northern  Ireland  I)  Portugal  0. 


Ukraine  2  Northern  keiand  1. 

MATCHES  TO  GOME:  Apr  30:  Germany  v 
Ifcretne.  Armenia  v  Northern  Ireland  May  T. 
Lfcrane  v  Armenia  June  T.  Portugal  v 
Atoania.  Ukraine  v  Germany  Aug  2fc 
Northern  Ireland  v  Germany:  Portugal  v 
Armenia.  Ukraine  v  Albania  Sect  6: 
GermCTV  v  Portugal.  Armenia  v  Abaraa 
Sgjs  10*.  Albania  v  Northern  Ireland: 
Germany  v  Armenia  Oct  11:  Germany  v 
Alberta;  Portugal  v  Northern  keiand.  Arm- 
ntavlArane 


the  cross,  Luzhnyi  handled, 
Iain  Dowie  converted  the  kick 
to  take  his  international  tally 
to  II,  just  two  short  of  Colin 
Clarke’s  record. 

Hamilton's  men  began  to 
threaten  an  unlikely  victory, 
but  it  was  the  pace  of 
Shavchenko  that  carried  the 
real  menace.  The  Dynamo 
Kiev  forward  is  only  20.  but 
the  manner  in  which  he  ex¬ 
ploited  the  leaden  tendencies 
of  the  visiting  defence  showed 
maturity.  After  71  minutes  he 
escaped  the  attentions  of 
Taggart  to  poke  the  ball  over 
the  advancing  Wright. 

UKRAINE  (<-4-2}:  O  Shovtasliy  (Dynanto 
Kiev).—  0  Luzhnyi  (Dynamo  Kiev).  A 
Gotovto  (Dynamo  Kiev).  S  Bezhenar 
(Dynamo  Kiev).  V  Skrypnyk  (Drtpro)  —  Y 
KaftvMsev  (Dynamo  few.  sub  V 
Kriventsov.  Stukhtar  Donetsk,  86mm).  D 
Mikhaienfco  (Dynamo  Kiev),  V  Karoash 
(Chamomorets).  V  KasovsW  (Dynamo  Kiev, 
sub  G  Orbu,  Shakhtar  Donetsk.  73)  —  A 
Shavchanfco  (Dynamo  Kiev).  S  Rebrov 
(Dynamo  Kiev). 

NORTHERN  BELAUD  (5-3-21:  T  Wright 
(Marahester  Crty)  —  K 
(Nawreastte  Uruted.  sub  G  McMahon. 
Stoke  CUv.  82).  C  HU  (Leicester  City).  G 
Taggart  (Bolton  Wanderers),  S  Morrow 
(Queens  Park  Rangers).  I  Nolan  (Sheffield 
Wednesday)  —  N  Lennon  ILeceoter  City, 
sub.  J  Qumo,  Btadtpooi,  75).  S  Lomas 
(Vlfast  Ham  United).  KHoriocfc  (Manchesicr 
Cay)  —  1  Dowfe  IWfea  Ham  United).  U 
Hi^jhes  (West  Ham  Urited). 

Retaree:  V  Krood  (Czech  Republic) 


Phelan  flung  up  his  hands  to 
protect  himself  against  a  dose- 
range  drive,  another  penalty 
was  awarded.  Stojkovski 
scored  again  and  Macedonia 
went  in  at  the  interval  leading. 

Worse  was  to  come  when 
Harte,  moments  after  he  had 
replaced  Phelan,  slipped  as  he 
went  to  intercept  Sakiri’s  driv¬ 
en  cross,  leaving  Hristov  to 
collect  and  beat  Alan  Kelly 
with  a  drive  that  went  in  off 
the  underside  of  the  crossbar. 
Although  David  Kelly,  with 
perhaps  his  first  kick  after 
coming  on  as  a  substitute, 
scored  a  second  for  Ireland, 


the  match  ended  bitterly  in¬ 
stead  of  in  the  rousing  finale 
that  the  Irish  needed. 

MACEDONIA  13-5-2)  0  Celesta  TC 
Macedonia i  —  G  Sodtosto  (Hacfru*  Spktl  I 
Nikotovski  I  Royal  Antwerp.*.  L  MartovsK 
(Varda  Srooje)  —  V  Gosev  (SJtf-s).  R 
MBosavov  (CSKA  Sohai.  D  Sainovski 
(Vardar  Swop*.  sub*  I  GeorgtasH  BaScn 
aarwii.  M  StofKovsfci  (Real  Owctoi  A 
SaWri  (Hatmsjads  FT)  —  G  Hristov 
(Partisan  Belgrade,  sub  H  Baganovic 
StogaJugornagraL7B)  D  Gbvevcki  (\fe]’e, 
sub  V  Mtcevsh.  KV  Mechelen.  87] 
IRELAND  (3-5-2)  A  Kelly  (Sheffield  Ltred, 
—  D  Irvrtn  (Manchester  United).  G  Breen 
l Coventry  Crtyi.  S  Staunton  (As on  VCLai  — 
J  McAteer  (Liverpool).  A  McLoughbn 
(Portsmouth).  R  Keane  (Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted).  A  Townsend  (Aston  Via),  T  Phelan 
(Everton.  sub  I  Harte  Leeds  Unced  37)  — 
A  Cascarino  (Nancy,  sub*  K  OVeil. 
Norwch  Coy.  46:  sub.  D  Ksby.  Sunderiard. 
76)  —  J  Goodman  (Wmbledoni 
Referee:  A  Trortetange  (fcaly) 


Mexico  will  present 
a  familiar  barrier 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


THE  England  Under-lS  team 
will  be  determined  to  emulate 
their  senior  counterpart  after 
learning  yesterday  that  Mexi¬ 
co  are  in  their  group  for  the 
world  youth  championship 
that  will  be  held  in  Malaysia 
later  this  year. 

Glenn  Hod  die's  team  beat 
Mexico  2-0  at  Wembley  on 
Saturday,  and  the  same  coun¬ 
try  at  youth  level  could  be  the 
toughest  initial  challenge  for 
England's  youngsters  in  the 
tournament,  which  runs  from 
June  16  to  July  5. 

The  remainder  of  group  F, 
based  in  Johor  Bahru,  sees 
the  Ivory  Coast  and  United 
Arab  Emirates  blocking  En¬ 
gland's  hopes  of  progress. 

England  topped  their  table 
in  the  preliminary  round 
against  Sweden  and  Latvia  in 
November  1995  and  won  fur¬ 
ther  matches  against  Scotland 
the  following  spring. 

In  the  final  round  of  quali¬ 
fying  in  France,  England 
were  second  behind  Sweden 
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in  their  group  and  won  the 
third  placed  play-off  against 
Belgium. 

The  top  two  teams  and  the 
four  best  third-place  finishers 
from  the  sue  groups  of  four 
will  play  a  knockout  round  to 
determine  the  quarter-final¬ 
ists  in  Malaysia. 

Carlos  Dunga.  the  Brazil 
World  Cup  winning  captain, 
drew  his  country’s  next  gener¬ 
ation  of  stars  into  a  tough 
group  alongside  the  top  Euro¬ 
pean  qualifiers.  France,  the 
leading  Asian  side.  South 
Korea,  and  South  Africa. 

Argentina,  the  defending 
champions,  were  drawn  in  a 
relatively  weak  group  E 
against  Hungary,  Australia 
and  Canada. 

For  the  first  time  since  the 
event  started  in  1977,  24  coun¬ 
tries  will  compete  in  the 
finals,  with  the  first  match 
between  Malaysia,  the  host 
country,  and  Morocco  in 
group  A.  which  will  be  played 
in  Kuala  Lumpur. 


in 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

FERGUS  MCCANN'S  pa¬ 
tience  finally  raft  out  yester¬ 
day.  Frustrated  by  growing 
criticism  of  his  control  _  of 
Celtic,  the  Scots-Canadian 
businessman,  who  saved  Celt¬ 
ic  from  bankruptcy’  three 
years  ago,  issued  a  belligerent 
response  to  those  who  suggest 
that  he  does  nor  have  the 
dub’s  best  interests  at  heart 

In  an  article  in  the  club 
newspaper,  Celtic  Vie*’, 
McCann  insisted:  “If  1  wasn’t 
a  Celtic  supporter.  I  would  be 
3,000  miles  away  right  now. 
There  are  easier  and  more 
hassle-free  ways  to  make 
money  than  investing  in  a 
football  club,  especially  one 
that  was  massively  in  debt,  as 
was  the  case  when  I  became 
Celtic  managing  director  in 
March  1994.  I  put  two-thirds 
of  my  own  money  inio  Celtic 
three  years  ago.  It  was  by  no 
means  a  safe  investment  and 
there  weren’t  people  our  there 
queuing  up  to  put  their  own 
life  savings  on  the  line.” 

McCann  has  faced  loud 
critidsm  after  failing  to  make 
a  contract  offer  to  either 
Tommy  Bums,  the  Celtic 
manager,  or  Paul  McStay.  the 
dub  captain,  whose  present 
deals  at  Parkhead  expire  rhis 
summer.  In  addition.  Brian 
Dempsey,  who  helped 
McCann  gain  control,  has  also 
accused  McCann  of  forgetting 
about  Celtic's  “soul“. 

McCann  responded:  “If 
that’s  true,  why  did  I  set  up  the 
Celtic  Charity  Fund  or  start 
the  Bhoys  Against  Bigotry 
initiative?  The  establishment 
of  both  means  the  principles 
on  which  the  dub  was  found¬ 
ed  have  been  at  the  forefront  of 
this  new  era.” 

McCann  added:  “I’ve  heard 
it  said  that  I’m  not  interested 
in  spending  money  on  players 
or  what  happens  on  the  park 
and  that  all  I  care  about  is 
keeping  the  share  price  high 
so  that,  in  two  years'  time.  I 
can  sell  my  stake  in  the  club 
for  a  fortune-  This  is  ridicu¬ 
lous  because  even  if  my  only 
concern  really  was  lining  my 
pockets,  success  on  the  foot¬ 
ball  front  would  be  para¬ 
mount,  as  this  is  what  drives 
the  whole  business  forward 
and  to  achieve  it  you  must 
invest,  which  is  what  we  have 
done  on  and  off  the  park  and. 
what  we  will  continue  to  do." 

The  Scottish  Football  Asso¬ 
ciation  can  also  prepare  to  face 
McCann’s  wrath,  for  the  Celt¬ 
ic  chairman  is  ready  to  pursue 
his  argument  with  the  SFA 
over  the  registration  of  the 
Portugal  striker,  Jorge  Cadete, 
last  April.  Cadete  was  deemed 
ineligible  for  a  Tennents  Scot¬ 
tish  Cup  semi-final  with  Rang¬ 
ers  after  the  SFA  insisted  his 
international  dearance  had 
not  been  received  before  a 
14-day  deadline.  McCann 
wants  compensation  for 
wages  paid  to  Cadete  while  he 
was  ineligible,  but  the  request 
was  thrown  out  by  the  SFA’s 
executive  committee  last  week. 
McCann  is  pondering  wheth¬ 
er  to  take  legal  action  or 
protest  to  Uefa.  European 
football’s  governing  body. 

Celtic  will  play  Manchester 
United  at  Old  Trafford  on 
Tuesday,  April  15  in  Brian 
McClair’s  testimonial  game, 
which  rewards  the  Scotland 
international  for  his  ten  years 
with  the  English  champions. 


OLIVER  McCALU  the  former 
World  Boxing  Council  (WBQ  - 
heavyweight  champion,  was, 
yesterday  ordered  io  be  de-; 
tained  in  a  mental  hospital* 
after  his  wife  took  out  an-  ' 
emergency'  custody  order 
against  him. 

Court  documents  said  that 
McCall  “presents  an  muni-'' 
nent  danger  to  (himlself  or 
others  as  a  result  of  mental : 
illness  or  is  so  seriously  men¬ 
ially  ill  as  to  be  substantially  •  1 

unable  to  care  for  (him)self."  ;  : 

McCall  was  arrested  in: 
Martinsville.  Virginia,  on  Sat--  ’ 
urday  after  his  wife  took  out-  *rn  ; 
the  emergency  custody  order,  ", 
a  police  spokesman  said. 

He  was  evaluated  by  a; 
mental  health  expert,  whoi  / 

testified  at  a  detention  hearing.-  '  * 
that  the  boxer  was  mentally  ill  C'“ 

and  in  need  of  hospitalisation. 

He  was  then  sent  to  the 
Southern  Virginia  Mental  rij . 

Health  institute  in  Dan-  111 

ville.  |[J 

An  involuntary  commit-  \y 

ment  hearing  ts  planned  to 
determine  whether  he  should  I 

be  held  for  further  observation  j  || 

and  evaluation.  Ill 

McCall  was  placed  on 
probation  for  IS  months  in 
December  after  pleading  -/• 

guilty  to  possession  of  man-  j  -  ..y 
juana  and  cocaine  in  Cook 
County.  Illinois.  He  was  also  1 


doubt 


for 


McCall:  drug  problem 

arrested  in  Winston-Salem.- 
North  Carolina,  in  early  April: 
1996  and  charged  with  pos-1 
sessing  marijuana. 

McCall  spent  time  at  a- 
North  Carolina  drug  rehabili¬ 
tation  centre  in  August  At  the  * 
time,  his  manager;  Jimmy 
Adams,  said  McCall  wai- 
being  treated  for  marijuana 
and  cocaine  abuse.  “Drugs 
took  over  his  life,  and  now  he’s 
hying  to  take  his  life  back," 
Adams  said  last  summer. 

McCall  won  the  WBC  title 
in  1994  with  a  surprise  second- 
round  knockout  of  Lennox-’ 
Lewis,  of  Britain.  After  a- 
successful  defence  of  the  title 
against  Larry  Holmes,  in 
April  1995.  he  lost  a  points 
decision  to  Frank  Bruno  five, 
months  later  on  a  memorable1 
night  at  Wembley  Stadium. 

In  February,  McCall  broke- 
into  tears  during  a.  return1 
WBC  heavyweight  title  con-' 
rest  with  Lewis.  HiS’ 
$3,075,500  purse  is  being  held 
by  a  New  Jersey  bank.  pend-;: 
ing  an  investigation  into  why' 
he  stopped  throwing  punches  ' 
and  refused  to  defend  himself  - 
in  the  fourth  round. 

At  the  end  of  the  round  he 
stood  and  cried  in  his  corner. 
The  referee  stopped  the  bout 
after  55  seconds  of  the  fifth 
round. 


A 
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CRICKET 


Mendis  rejects  calls 
for  his  resignation 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


DULEEP  MENDIS,  the  Sri 
Lanka  manager,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  he  will  not  .bow  to 
demands  to  step  down  as 
chief  selector.  “1  continue  to  be 
the  chairman  of  the  selection 
committee,  and  only  the  min¬ 
ister  of  sports  has  the  author¬ 
ity  to  remove  me  from  the 
post,"  Mendis  said. 

Sri  Lanka  officials  were 
reported  on  Monday  as  saying 
that  Mendis  was  being 
stripped  of  his  selection  duties 
because  his  dual  role  as  team 
manager  was  a  “conflict  of 
interests”.  However,  Mendis, 
who  is  managing  the  one-day 
cricket  world  champions  in 
the  three-nation  Sharjah  Cup 
that  starts  today,  refused  to 
accept  that  view. 

“I  have  been  both  manager 
and  chief  selector  since  1994 
and  see  no  conflict  of  interest.  I 
think  one  person  should  hold 
both  posts,”  he  said.  “T  am  also 
not  a  paid  employee  of  the 
board  as  claimed  by  some 
officials.  I  only  get  the  usual 
allowances  given  to  a  tour 
manager.” 

Mendis  said  that  he  will 
continue  as  manager  until  the 
next  World  Cup  in  England  in 
1999  where  Sri  Lanka  will 
defend  the  title  that  they  won 


last  year  on  the  sub¬ 
continent. 

A  mysterious  illness  has 
forced  Saeed  Anwar,  the  Paki¬ 
stan  opener,  to  withdraw  from 
the  Sharjah  tournament  Asif 
Iqbal,  the  competition 
organiser,  said  yesterday  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  the 
Pakistan  Cricket  Board  (PCB) 
that  Anwar,  30.  would  “not  be 
playing  because  he  was  ill". 

“The  illness  was  not  speci¬ 
fied  so  I  can’t  say  what  exactly 
is  wrong  with  him.  But  Saeed 
has  not  been  keeping  well  for 
the  past  couple  of  years,”  Asif 
said.  He  will  be  replaced  by 
Inzamam-uI-Haq.  who  was 
left  out  of  the  original  squad 
because  of  poor  form. 

Zimbabwe,  who  take  on  Sri 
Lanka  in  the  first  match  of  the 
preEminaty  league,  are  also 
depleted  by  the  absence  of 
David  Houghton,  the  veteran 
batsman,  and  Craig  Evans, 
the  all-rounder. 

However,  Alistair  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  captain,  said:  "We 
have  come  a  long  way  since  we 
last  played  here  in  1993.  The 
recent  success  against  Eng¬ 
land  is  an  indicator  of  that 
We  will  play  hard  here  and  I 
tan  assure  that  we  wall  not  let 
the  spectators  down." 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

World  Cup 

European  qualifying  group  eight 
MACEDONIA  O]  3  FELAHD  (1)  2 
StoftoHtt  28  Ifienl  44  MdaugMs  8 

a  D  Kelly  ft) 

59  9JMQ 

Sart  off:  M  Stoftaasto  (Macedonia)  Mmn 
J  McAteer  (Ireland)  SOrm 
(in  Skopje) 

Group  nine 

UKRAINE  (1)  2  N  BEANO  (I)  t 
Komrtnr?  Dmrie  14  (pen) 

ShmhatoTO  fOOOQ 

(in  Wav) 

Group  one:  Bosnia-  Herzegovina  0  Greece 
1  (in  Sarajevo)  Group  nvtr.  Bulgaria  * 
Cyprus  1  On  Sofia) 

EUROPEAN  UN0&-21  CHAMPION¬ 
SHIP :  QuJHyfeg  group  6m  Bulgaria  3 
Cyprosl  {in  Sofia) 

PORTUGUESE  CUP:  Qvrtrtoi^nafc 
Benfica  5  Sondmarses  1 
INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  Hungary  1 
Australia  3  fn  Budapest). 

NEHRU  GOLD  CUP:  Iraq  6  ISbefcetan  1 
(at  Cochin,  Me) 

Tuesday's  late  reaufts 
EUROPEAN  UNDER-21  CHAMPION* 
SNPr  OuaSiytng  group  or*  Bosnia- 
Haragovra  0  Greece  0  Qn  Sarajevo) 
Group  wo:  Poland  1 1taly  1  fn  Katowice}. 
Group  tour  Scotland  1  Ausma  2  (n 
Mofftanefi).  Group  sec  Czech  ffeputte  O 
Yugoslavia  1  (In  Prfbran)  Group  sown: 
Turkey  0  Holand  1  (tn  Istanbul].  Groin 
eight  Lithuania  1  Romania  2  fn  VRnus). 
Mfl  Macedonia  0  Wand  4  fr  Kavadarej. 
Group  nine:  Albania  0  Germany  4  to 
Granada,  Spain). 

UNQSL21  INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:. 
England  0  Sw&zeriand  0  to  Smtidari). 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  Sacond  diuMon: 
Bournemouth  0  Stockport  tarty  0:  Luton 
Twro  2  Bristol  CRy  ?,  Shewsixjy  Town  2 
Burnley  1:  Wafcal  1  Chesterfield  1  Third 
(Melon:  Brighton  1  Barnet  0. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  First 
division:  Cardffl  City  2  bHMfch  Tom  & 
Oxford  United  2  Crystal  Prtace  3.  League 
Cup:  Tottemam  hotspur  1  Queens  Park 
Rangers  0. 

FONTOTS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstan: 
Tranmera  Rows  2  Sheffield  Wodnasday  3. 
First  division:  Notts  Ctxrty  3  Port  Vale  i. 
Preston  4  Steffis la  Unted  |.  WoNer- 
hampun  Wendaers  1  Mddfesfaraugh  0. 
IOS  LEAGUE  First  ffivtoorr.  Uxbridge  a 
Mailow  0.  Second  dMetan:  Chesters  1 
MatropoHtan  Police  0  Tterd  division: 
Brardree  3  Avdey  2. 


SMIRNOFF  IRISH  LEAGUE  Premier  tfe 
vision:  Color  arc  i  Gtjnavon  1.  Cnioaders 
3  Ctrtonvile  0:  Unfeid  3  ATOS  1.  Poradcwi 
0  Olerrorar  J  First  dMsion:  Camch  0 
BaUymena  2;  OeWwy  0  BaJlytfore  1 
MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE 
Premier  dh/fadorr.  Harpenden  1  Arteoey  2. 
Mean  Keynes  J  Roystcn  3 
SCREWF1X  DIRECT  LEAGUE  Prams* 
division:  Bristol  Manor  Farm  2  Wasttxry  3. 
Radian  2  Caine  2. 

PORTUGUESE  CUP:  Quarter-final:  Ester* 
0  Boavtsta  1. 

INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  Franco  Under- 
20  2  Sweden  Under-21 1  tat  Auxerre) 
NEHRU  CUP;  India  0  Ctertd  0  (at  Coton). 

BASEBALL 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  Montreal  2  St  Louis 
1;  Gncmnaii  n  Colorado  4.  Florida  4 
Otago  Z  PhftadtdphQ  3  Ins  Angeles  0. 
Pittsburgh  S  San  Fttmdsco  £  San  Diego  12 
New  Ton.  5.  Houston  2  Adana  \ 
AMERICAN  LEAGUE:  Chicago  &  Toronto  6 
(lOhnsl:  Texas  B  Mdwaute  2:  Seattle  4 
New  Tori'.  £  Mnreeta  7  Deco*  5 
Postponed:  Baftknore  v  Kansas  CBy 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  few 
York  94  Cleveland  88:  Mitm  97  Los 
Angelas  Cappers  87.  PtiHaddlpteB  IDS 
CWanto  2J,  Los  Angefe  Latere  99  Seattfa 
97.  Chicago  ill  Boston  106.  Detroi  105 
Dallas  83:  Washngton  104  Indiana  100; 
Houston  1)8  Darner  93;  Golden  State  91 
Ptettarel  82:  Mfwaufcee  103  Vancouver  91 
EUROLEAOUE  Quarter-finals,  second 
teg:  Barcelona  (Sp)  75  Botogna  (It)  73  (1-1 


FOOTBALL 
rtUr-off  7  JO  ixifese  stated 

K3S  LEAGUE:  Premier  division:  Sutton 
United  v  Aylesbury  Second  dMteore 
Laattwtead  v  Banstead. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Prat 
division:  Attend  v  Bfcio!  Rovere  (ZJ3) 
WINSTON  LEAD  KENT  LEAGUE  Fkst 
dMsion:  Carterteoy  v  Greenwich  (7.45). 
Hang  Bay  vFimere  (745). 

SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE  Sec¬ 
ond  division:  Swindon  Town  v  Southamp¬ 
ton  tefSoumarr^Hon,  ?0) 

ENDSLE1GH  MIDLAND  COMBMATOtt 
Premier  dMskxc  Kugs  Heath  v  Band 
Lloyd.  Metf  KavAlvodXtfch,  Wofesbonw 
v  West  Midbnd  Fite  Semes 


FOR  THEHECORD 

alter  iwo  tens).  Otrnp^a  Ljubljana  rStovona) 
73  Stetanef  Milan  (III  69  (Ml  Ofyrrpahos 
iGf)  65  Panatrtrakc*  |Gr)  57  (Otyrnprakos 
win  2-0):  VSleurba/w  (Fr)  80  EJes  Ptoen 
(Ti *)  70  11-1) 

CRICKET 

KUALA  LUMPUR:  ICC  Trophy.  Group  E 
Kenya  33-4  (9  wots)  v  Denmark.  Mach 
abandoned  due  to  ram.  Canada  874  (29.4 
overs)  v  Scotland  lltotcfr  abandoned  due  lo 
ram.  Group  F:  Ireland  129  (49  ona.t&). 
Bangladesh  23-0  (63  oworo )  Match 
abandoned  due  to  rain  Hong  Kong  170 
|475  own):  Holland  16-0  iS2  overs). 
Match  abandoned  due  to  rain 

CYCLING 

■TOOIS  JOURS  DE  LA  PANNE  RACE 
Second  stage  (222km.  Zotregem  to 
Co*yde)  1.  J  Elevens  (Hoi)  5hr  18mm 
isec;  2.  D  Abdouiaparev  (Uzb).  3.  M 
Strazzer  flU;  4.  M  Zanott  lit):  5.R  McEwen 
(Au3|.6.F0eBartiTi):7.FGrtQl  (It):  8.  Ada 
Smet  (Bel):  9.  J  Kasipuu  (Est);  io.  F  A reo 
(H)  al  same  tune  Loading  ovaral  posit- 
tors:  1.  C  Mengm  (Fi|  gin  6mm  27 sec:  2,  M 
M8eca  (HI  at  ISsec:  3.  J  Planchaert  (Bel)  36. 
4.  C  Bomans  (Bel)  37;  &.  A  Gortchenkw 
(Russ)  4ft  6.  P  Gaumont  (Fr):  7.  T  Hoffman 
(Hoin:  8.  H  de  Ctercq  (Bon:  9.  J  CapoUBrt)-. 
10.  M  Wautera  (Bel)  «s  seme  time 

ICE  HOCKEY  ~ 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL).  Buffalo  1  few 
Vert.  Rangers  1  (OT);  St  Lours  1  Detroit  1 
ton.  Tan**  Bay  1  Pmtadatatea  1  (OT). 
few  Jeraev  1  Washington  0;  Ftooenfc  7  San 
Josa  1,  Ctecaga  3  Anaheim  3  (OT) 

TOPftyS  FIXTURES 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE  Premier  dhta ton:  Frt.enham  v 
Great  Yamouth,  Hsristead  v  Hadtoigh  U; 
WaronvOss, 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Engfish  achoob 
unbar -19  festival:  Worcester  shite  v  Essex:- 
Mereevsxfc  v  Kent  Comwaff  v  Dirham; 
Wtst  YoriiaHrc  v  North  Yortehre:  Wrret 
Midlands  v  Dorsa:  Ltocomshre  v  Hamp- 
aHro:  ChWite  v  Surey:  Noiihijrajeriand  v 
Sanaset  Shrop3f*o  v  Bertchaa.  ut 
PaKeftfild).  Isle  of  VMghi  Festival:  Don¬ 
caster  v  Lowestoft  and  North  SuUoh. 
Rotherham  v  Luton:  VaJe  01  Wrtio  Home  v 
Wkdrgborough:  Rsadng  v  WaknReld: 
Oachbum  v  fewham;  Wtrral  v  Gosport  and 
Fercham;  Manchosas  v  East  Bertartrc,  tic 
Of  Wij^l  v  Sheffield.  Leedc  v  Derby:  Havant 
v  Bradford.  Graveaham  v  East  Corrrwal; 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

STONES  SUPER  LEAGUE  Gasdetard 
Tigers  13  Bradford  Buis  38.  Kali  tax  Blue 
Sax  24  Leeds  Rhinos  18;  Oktftem  Bears  22 
Lrrmon  Broncos  32 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE:  Pro¬ 
mts  dhristarr  Wigan  Si  Patndss  21  Laoh 
MhersO  J 

RUGBY  UNION 

WEL^H  LEAGUE  First  efivteton:  Cardilt  28 
Newport  13.  Neath  3  Pontypridd  29 

SAILING 

OT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE:  Fovath  leg 
re  cape  Town,  positrons  at 
1 4-04GMT  jresraiday.  reth  mtos  u>  Cape 
Town)-  1.  iSoup  4  1,161.  2.  Tosrtba  Wave 
Warnar  1.179;  3.  Concert  1.J85;  4. 
CammercBi  Utkxi  t.237:  5.  Motorola 
1 .301 : 6.  Save  The  CWdrenl  31 1 : 7.  Global 
Toamvwrt  1,344: 8. 3Com  1.412  9.  Tlmea 
Tde  M92-  10,  Ocean  Rover  1.500:  11. 
fedaa  Etectnc  1^56.  12.  Courtaulds 
ktemafionai  1.701;  13.  Pause  To  Remem¬ 
ber  1.756c  14.  Heath  hsered  «  1.779 

SNOOKER 

PLYMOUTH:  British  Open:  Second  round 
(Engtend  unless  stated):  D  Data  (Watec)  w 
S  James  5-2;  N  Bond  bf  A  feta  5-4  a 
Hamilton  bt  A  Rotodcsa  (Can)  5-1:  P 
McfTOns  (Scat)  bt  J  For^Kon  5-2:  W 
Thome  bt  D  Mtxgan  (Wates)  5-4;  S  Hendry 
(Soot)  bt  P  Wytres  5-1:  M  Clark  bt  A 
Batewer  5-3.  P  Ebdon  bt  J  Metro  5-2.  D 


Hrtwodon  v  Havant:  Kingston  Upon  rtil  v 
ftiry.  Ptymouth  v  Btsnop  AucMand;  Yeowi  v 
Cambhdga  United;  Bridgwater  v 
Pewborough 

‘  RUGBY  LEAGUE 

ALLIANCE  CHAMPIONSHIP:  Castteforp  v 
Hul;  FoNharctone  v  Eradtort;  Odtum  v 
Wamngton 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Budvreisar  L#agu«  Leop¬ 
ards  v  Hamel  and  Watford  (7.0). 
SNOOKER:  British  Open  (a  Ptymouth 
Anfftans). 

SPEEDWAY:  Speedway  Star  Clip:  tpswich 
v  Eastbourne  (730)  Premier  League 
Knock  Out  Oup:  EtHRtald  v  Stoke  (7.46). 
SQUASH:  Brftdi  Open  (a!  CanSff) 


Harold  bt  DToytot  (N  be)  5-2  TWrd  round: 
M  Judge  flret  tn  D  Dale  (Wates)  5-3:  S 
Hencuy  (Scm)  bt  P  McPnriios  (Scot)  5-4. 
HaroW  or  P  Sweeny  (Engl  5-4 

SQUASH 

CARDIFF:  Leefces  British  Open:  Man:  Rrsl 
round:  D  Jenson  (Aus)  bt  S  Psfes  (G8) 
15-7. 15-10. 15-13;  D  Hams  (<3B)«ZJahan 
(Pah)  15-8. 13-15. 15-8, 1 5-5.  S  Meads  (GS 
bt  2  Jahan  (PaH  15-9.  1S-9.  5-3  ret;  A 
B^wte'ESlypt)  bt  O  El  Borotossv  (Egypt) 
Ti?  15.l2i  4-15.  IS-8.  Setrond 
round:  R  Eyles  lAusj  W  M  Chatoner  iEno) 
15-11. 11-15. 15-8. 15-9.  J  Power  {Can)  bt  j 
Bpnetel  (Fr)  15-3  )5-Z  15-12.  Women: 
First  round:  P  Beams  (NZ)  bt  K  Major  (Aus) 

&-10.  9-1.  9-1.  9-3,  C  Ovrans  iAus)  bt  v 

Cardjrel  (Aus)  9d.9-7.9-0.fi  Cooper  tAus) 

bt  S  Cock  INZ)  8-6.  9-5.  5-9.  B-2Tm  Mamn 
IAus)  bt  J  WBson  (N2)  9-7.  90. 9-1 

TENNIS 

Hh-TON  HEAD  ISLAND.  South  Carol  Ira 
Women’s  tournament  First  round:  J 
Capriati  (US)  bl  M  J  Fernandez  (US)  6-9 
40.  70;  B  Pautus  lAustna)  bt  S  Doqter 
Vtostrta)  60.  6-2:  G  L  Garoa  (Spl^  T 
Tanaajgam  (Tha)  6-1.  54.  Manaan  de 
Sward)  (SA)  bl  N  Zvereva  (Beta)  64.  2-1 
ret  L  Raymond  lUSj  bt  L  Wife  (IJS)  00. 6- 1 
RJ (B»m)  bt  K  Studertkova 
7-6.  6-a.  V  fiuano-Pa9cua) 
(Sp  gf  P  iCan)  6-5. 63:  A  Gersi 

[51  MS  Faina  0)6-4. 60  Second  round: 

6aSe463lUS)r“ 

S-3.  C  Martinez  (Sp)  bl  0 
QarrtterechAcovajSela)  6-7.  64.  63:  I 
Sp*rlsa  (HorrU  bl  C  Torrens-Valero  7-6. 
64:  M  Hngo  (Switz)  bt  B  Rittner  (Get)  60 

POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

UJtifWKJOS:  Treble  chance  ma»  23  pts 
Sn  P=  ■  *»  chant.  2?  pts  32  pises 

QB  933,90,  21  pis  7M  rjfrtei  n|  r  1 1 a 

gZK d  £524  70,  Rro  Sways 312 pnzwS 

VEHNONS:  Treble  choneo  23  otVnii 
^130|5ft  -T44&  £476  00.  Slpte  £82.95 
Shas-  £2240.  PiBnser  JOipata  on 
tvng  mneeffagao  »  on 

&}  ,?HS:  Trette  chance .  pool;  23c!3 
S**3  f1  W  Eight  arays  24prs  (one 

srsrs|,,!"-fe 


CYCLING 

1998  Tour 
to  start 
in  Ireland 

THE  Tour  de  France  will  start 
from  Ireland  next  year,  rfte 
organisers  said  in  Paris  yester¬ 
day.  Jean-Marie  Leblanc,  the 
Tour's  director  general,  and 
Enda  Kenney.  Ireland’s  Miit; 
ister  for  Tourism  and  Trade,; 
will  sign  the  official  agreement*- 
in  Dublin  today. 

The  start  will  be  unusually 
late,  on  the  weekend  of  July  li; 
and  12,  to  avoid  daslung  with 
the  football  World  Cup  finals 
in  France. 

The  idea  of  starting  the  Tour, 
m  Ireland  was  first  mooted  in 
1994.  when  the  race  went 
through  Great  Britain.  Evert, 
though  it  has  started  outside, 
France  13  times,  it  will  be  the; 
first  time  that  it  has  been'; 
launched  outside  the  Euro-! 
pean  mainland. 

Ireland  became  a  cycling 
power  in  the  1980s  thanks  to.' 
the  efforts  of  Sean  Kelly,- , 
winner  of  the  Tour  of  Spain  in; 
1988.  and  Stephen  Roche,  the- 
1987  Tour  winner.  Kelly  saich- 
“It  is  a  marvellous  achieve^ 
ment  by  the  people  who  have- 
been  trying  to  bring  the  Tour  • 
here  for  so  long.  As  sporting  ; 
events  go,  it  is  huge.  It  realfy  ; 
has  to  be  seen  to  be  believed,  ft 
will  be  a  huge  task  for  Ireland' 
to  stage  it." 
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Alan  Lee,  cricket  correspondent,  on  the  hard-hitting  134th  edition  of  Wisden 

England  brought  to  book  for  attitude  problem 

in  Npw  7palnnH  ! J  : «- ... 


jciory  in  New  Zealand, 
it  seems,  gained  only  a 
brief  respite  from  cen¬ 
sure  for  the  England  cricket 
■team.  Disapproval  of  their 
demeanour  and  deportment 
has  already  been  voiced  in 
high  places  since  the  winter 
fours  ended  and  now  the 
players  are  being  taken  to  task 
by  the  most  revered  and 
influential  of  sporting 
publications. 

In  the  new  edition  of 

Wisden  Cricketers' 

. Almanack .  published  today. 
England  are  accused  of  “look¬ 
ing  sullen  as  well  as  mcompe- 
tent".  The  ire  of  Matthew 
Engel,  the  editor  of  the  book, 
is  also  extended  to  the  players* 
employers,  with  some  strident 
condemnation  of  the  now 
defunct  Test  and  County 
Cricket  Board  (TCCB). 

Claiming,  with  the 


unashamed  immodesty  of  the 
guaranteed  bestseller,  to  be 
"the  world's  most  famous 
sports  book**,  the  134th 
Wisden  is.  if  anything,  more 
accessible  and  comprehensive 
than  ever  —  and  certainly, 
with  the  inclusion  of  all  Test 
scorecards  from  England’s 
winter  tours,  far  more  up  to 
date. 

It  is  also  thoughtfully  pro¬ 
vocative.  notably  through 
Engel'S  editor’s  notes,  where 
he  concludes:  “Amid  the  gen¬ 
eral  global  mood  of  cricketing 
expansionism.  England  is  a 
spectacular  and  potentially 
catastrophic  exception." 

Engel  goes  on:  “In  I99&-97 
the  national  team  reached  a 
point  where  even  the  good 
days  were  bad ...  at  the  19% 
World  Cup.  the  England 
squad  resembled  a  bad-tem¬ 
pered  grandmother  attending 


a  teenage  rave;  British  delega¬ 
tions  at  European  summits 
have  sometimes  behaved  in 
similar  fashion.  Unable  to 
comprehend  what  was  hap¬ 
pening  —  on  the  field  or  off  it 
—  the  players  just  lingered, 
looking  sullen  as  well  as 
incompetent. 

“They  conveyed  as  bad  an 
impression  in  Zimbabwe  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  And. 
though  they  appeared  to  have 
learned  to  display  a  little  more 
grace  under  pressure  by  the 
rime  they  reached  New  Zea¬ 
land  in  January,  that  merely 
emphasised  their  earlier 
petulance." 

There  is  direct  criticism  of 
Michael  Atherton  and  David 
Lloyd,  the  captain  and  coach, 
who  “were  culpable  in  failing 
to  understand  the  importance 
of  their  roles  as  public  fig¬ 
ures".  But,  intones  the  good 


Cover  point:  Wisden 
does  not  avoid  issues 

book,  this  “was  hardly  sur¬ 
prising.  Until  the  end  of  |99o 
they  were  paid  by  the  TCCB.  a 
body  that  found  public  rela¬ 
tions  sn  difficult  that,  for  its 
last  couple  of  years,  it  simply 
gave  up  on  the  whole 
business." 


The  failings  of  the  national 
team,  argues  Engel,  are 
"merely  the  superficial  expres¬ 
sion  of  a  far  deeper  mess”.  In 
a  couple  of  withering  para¬ 
graphs,  aimed  at  disturbing . 
any  complacent  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
Ashes  tour  this  summer, 
cricket  is  rhen  compared 
wholly  unfavourably  with 
football  in  terms  of  broad 
appeal. 

“Play  in  the  Lord’s  Test  was 
stopped  by  the  roar  of  delight 
among  the  spectators  when 
they  heard  that  England  had 
beaten  Spain  in  the  European 
championship  quarter-final. 
The  idea  that  the  reverse 
might  ever  happen  at  Wem¬ 
bley  is  unthinkable. 

"The  blunt  fact  is  char 
cricket  in  the  UK  has  become 
unattractive  to  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  the 


population.  The  game  is  wide¬ 
ly  perceived  as  elitist,  exdu- 
sionist  and  dull." 

The  chairman  of  the  new 
England  and  Wales  Cricket 
Board  (ECB).  Lord  MacLau- 
rin  of  Knebworth.  is  wise  and 
worldly  enough  to  appreciate 
this  opinion,  even  if  he  does 

not  wholly  agree  with  it. 

Indeed,  in  a  page-long  man¬ 
ifesto  appropriate  to  this  polit¬ 
ical  week.  MacLaurin  echoes 
such  fears.  “There  are  some 
amber  lights  Hashing  over  our 
game  and  we  have  to  re¬ 
spond.”  he  says. 

“We're  prepared  to  talk  to 
the  counties  about  issues  that, 
in  the  past,  might  have  been 
filed  under  “too  hard"  —  the 
amount  uf  one-day  cricket, 
uncovered  wickets,  two  divi¬ 
sions.  anything.  Perhaps  we 
will  have  a  more  radical 
agenda  than  people  expea.” 


Many  of  us  are  counting  on 
MacLaurin  being  more  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  promises  than  others 
issuing  manifestos  this  week. 

Another  indicator  of  En¬ 
gland's  parlous  position  in  the 
game  is  the  absence  of  a  single 
home-qualified  player  from 
Wisden 's  five  Cricketers  of  the 
Year  —  only  the  fourth  time 
this  has  occurred. 

Sachin  Tendulkar,  the  In¬ 
dia  captain,  gains  the  honour 
along  with  Mushiaq  Ahmed 
and  Saeed  Anwar,  of  Paki¬ 
stan.  Sanaih  Jayasuriya.  of 
Sri  Lanka,  and  the  West 
Indian  Phil  Simmons,  who  is ' 
at  least  recognised  for  his  part 
in  helping  Leicestershire  to 
win  the  Britannic  .Assurance 
county  championship. 

□  Wisden  Cricketers' 
Almanack  I'M?  (John  Wisden, 
L26  hardback). 
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GOLF:  OLAZABAL  STRIDING  CONFIDENTLY  TOWARDS  AUGUSTA 

Illness  puts  Masters  place 
in  doubt  for  Ballesteros 


V.  Prom  John  Hopkins 

. ‘-J5-V  GOLF  COR  RES  PON  I>ENT 
'  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 


THE  comeback  of  Jose  Maria 
Olazabal.  so  far  restricted  to 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East 
moves  to  the  United  States  this 
riioming  when  he  competes  in 
the  Freeport  McDermott  Clas¬ 
sic,  in  New  Orleans. 

As  Olaz&bal.  the  1994  Mas¬ 
ters  champion,  prepared  for 
only  his  fourth  tournament 
since  he  returned  to  competi¬ 
tive  golf.  so.  the  travails  of 
Severiano  Ballesteros,  his 
countryman,  continued. 
Ballesteros  has  withdrawn 
from  this  event  and  his  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  Masters  next 
week  is  in  doubt. 

He  arrived  in  Louisiana  on 
Monday  looking  grey  and 
sounding  nasal  and  miser¬ 
able.  He  had  a  stinker  of  a  cold 
and  had  been  taking  antibiot¬ 
ics  for  three  days.  When  he  got 
to  the  English  Turn  golf  club 
yesterday  morning  to  compete 
in  the  pro-am.  Ballesteros  felt 
so  rotten  he  sought  out  a 
dpetor. 

Ballesteros  “has  classic  pold 
and-  flu, Dr  Marshall:  St 
Amanr  said.  “I  have  put  him 


on  antibiotics.  He  needs  to  go 
io  bed.  He  needs  lots  of  water 
and  he  should  be  better  within 
one  week."  Ballesteros,  who 
will  be  40  next  Wednesday, 
said:  “I  have  a  high  tempera¬ 
ture  and  I  don’t  feel  very  good. 
I  would  like  to  go  home, 
but  I  don't  make  decisions  as 
quickly  as  that  The  most 
important  thing  is  to  be 
healthy,  f  wifi  give  it  all  the 
time  l  ean.  The  year  can  only 
get  better.” 

Olazabal,  in  contrast,  is 
growing  more  confident  with 
every  day  that  passes.  His  feet 


blaz&bak  stronger 


have  got  progressively  less 
painful  since  his  return  to 
competitive  play  at  Dubai  in 
February  after  an  18-month 
lay-off.  “The  progress  Li  slow 
but  there  is  always  improve¬ 
ment."  Olazabal  said.  “I  am 
able  to  play  two  weeks  in  a 
row,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
attempt  more  than  that  in  the 
immediate  future." 

Olazabal  finished  twelfth  in 
Dubai,  a  remarkable  perfor¬ 
mance  that  included  a  round 
of  65.  T\vo  weeks  later,  he 
finished  fourth  in  the  Portu¬ 
guese  Open  and  then  came 
victory  in  the  Tu  res  pan  a  Mas¬ 
ters,  in  the  Canary  Islands,  the 
week  before  last 

Even  Olazdbal  was  sur¬ 
prised  at  that  “The  pictures 
you  saw  of  me  on  TV  were 
very  unusual."  he  said.  “I  have 
never  cried  on  a  golf  course 
before.  They  were  tears  of 
happiness.” 

English  Turn  f*olf  dub. 
designed  by  Jack  Nicklaus,  is 
laid  out  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  IS  miles  from  the 
centre  of  New  Orleans.  If  has 
water  on  17  holes  and  is  as  flat 
as  a  tabletop.  It  gets  its  name 
from  the  occasion  when 
French  troops  ambushed  Brit¬ 


ish  forces  at  a  bend  in  the 
river. 

English  Turn  shoufd  cause 
Olazabal.  who  finds  walking 
on  the  fiar  relatively  easy,  little 
discomfort.  but  Augusta  Nat¬ 
ional  golf  club,  which  has 
hardly  n  level  hole,  is  a 
different  maner.  There  is  a 
difference  of  100  feet  between 
the  lOrh  tee  and  the  llth  green, 
rhe  highest  and  lowest  points 
on  the  course. 

Still,  just  to  be  there  will  be 
momentous  for  the  Spaniard. 
At  this  rime  last  year  he  was 
lying  on  a  couch  at  home, 
worried  that  he  might  never 
walk  again.  He  moved  around 
by  crawling  from  place  to 
place.  His  spirits  could  scarce¬ 
ly  have  been  lower. 

"In  any  major  champion- 
slup  you  want  to  be  there," 
Olazabal  recalled.  "The  Mas¬ 
ters.  the  US  Open,  the  Open, 
whatever  it  is. 

“You  have  earned  the  right 
to  be  there.  It  is  tough  to  have 
ro  watch  iron  TV.  I  don't  know 
what  to  expea  next  week,  but  I 
shall  go  to  rhe  dubhouse  again 
and  soak  up  the  atmosphere. 
It  will  be  very'  special  next 
week  to  be  at  Augusta  after 
last  year.” 


Barnes  offers  Daly  medidne 


BRIAN  BARNES  has  every 
sympathy  for  the  predicament 
of  John  Daly.  Barnes,  a  recov¬ 
ering  alcoholic,  now  neither 
drinks  nor  smokes  and  is 
relishing  the  new  lease  of 
golfing  life  thar  the  US  Senior 
Tour  has  given  him. 

As  he  prepared  to  make  his 
debut  in  The  Tradition  tourna¬ 
ment  at  Desen  Mountain  in 
Scottsdale,  Arizona,  today 
Barnes  said:  "John's  done  the 
right  thing.  The  first  thing  an 
alcoholic  must  do  is  admit 
there's  a  problem  and  I  think 
it’s  the  first  rime  John’s  really 
admitted  that  to  himself." 

Daly  is  undergoing  treat¬ 
ment  for  his  alcoholism  at  the 
Betty  Ford  Clinic  in  Palm 

Springs.  California,  after  issu¬ 
ing  a  statement  admitting  to 
his  problems.  Barnes,  who 


Patricia  Davies  meets  a  man  with  some 
words  of  wisdom  for  a  troubled  golfer 


has  not  touched  a  drop  since 
January  22,  1993,  said:  “He's 
now  got  to  go  through  the 
whole  process  of  rehabilita¬ 
tion.  If  his  doctor  says  it’ll  take 
six,  eight  or  ten  weeks  or  six 
months,  he’s  got  to  do  it. 

“I  haven’t  spoken  to  him 
about  alcoholism  because  he 
didn’t  ask  and  it’s  a  waste  of 
rime  giving  advice  unless  the 
alcoholic  wants  to  hear  about 
it  but  111  probably  write  to 
him  and  congratulate  him. 
He's  got  a  lot  to  offer  the  world 
of  golf  and  people  in  general. 

“It  was  great  chatting  to 
John  at  the  Open  at  Lytftam 
last  year.  He  played  either  just 


ahead  of  me  or  just  behind  me 
in  each  round  but  we  were 
never  paired  together.  I  was 
joking  with  him  on  the  putting 
green  and  I  said  if  we  were 
together  in  the  final  round.  I'd 
get  a  large  vodka  bottle  and  fill 
it  up  with  water  and  give  it  to 
him  to  have  a  swig  when  he 
got  into  trouble.  But  that 
would  probably  just  have  got 
him  into  more  trouble.” 

Bames  emphasised  that 
Daly  must  realise  that  he  will 
never  drink  again.  This  from 
the  man  who.  at  one  stage, 
would  stan  the  day  with 
several  large  coffee  cognacs 
and  chase  them  down  later 
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with  numerous  pints  of  beer 
and  quantities  of  vodka  and 
orange.  It  would  make  a 
normal  mortal  sick  to  think 
about  it,  bur  thar  was  part  of 
the  problem.  Barnes’s  capacity 
was  unbelievable  and  he 
never  had  a  hangover. 

He  was  also  an  amiable 
drunk,  with  none  of  Daly's 
reported  belligerence.  “My 
wife  will  say  that  1  was  never 
impossible  to  live  with." 
Bames.  who  has  been  married 
ro  Hilary  for  nearly  30  years, 
said.  “My  fellow  pros  knew  1 
liked  a  drink  but  they  never 
realised  I’d  become  an 
alcoholic.” 

Bames,  who  ended  up  so 
depressed  char  he  contemplat¬ 
ed  suicide,  still  gets  the 
shivers  when  he  thinks  of  one 
particular  incident.  It  hap¬ 
pened  just  after  his  stint 
recovering  in  hospital.  He  was 
driving  home  from  the  golf 
dub  in  West  Chiltington, 
Sussex,  when  a  child  of  about 


Barnes:  advice 


five  cycled  out  in  front  of  him. 
Bames  came  within  an  inch  — 
literally  —  of  hitting  the  child. 

"He  was  white  as  a  sheet.  1 
was  as  white  as  sheet  and  if  it 
had  happened  five  weeks  ear¬ 
lier  that  child  was  dead 
because  my  reactions  would 
have  been  at  least  that  inch 
slower,  There's  definitely 
somebody  up  there  looking 
after  me."  Bames  said. 

He  also  has  a  minder  on  the 
ground  —  Phil  Ramm,  a  friend 
from  home,  who  has  given  up 
his  job  to  caddie  for  Bames. 
And  when  the  other  profes¬ 
sionals  ask  if  life  can  be  worth 
living  with  no  drinking,  no 
smoking  and  a  wife  living 
several  thousand  miles  away, 
Bames  has  no  hesitation  in 
saving,  “Damn  right  it  is'-. 

After  all.  he  is  securing  his, 
and  his  family’s,  furure. 
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Kevin  Stocker,  the  Philadelphia  Phillies  Los  Angeles.  Eric  Karros  is  out  and  the 
shortstop,  keeps  his  eye  on  the  ball  as  the  Dodgers  shut  out  34)  —  failing  to  score  on 
curtain  rises  on  the  new  baseball  season  in  the  opening  day  for  the  first  time  in  Z7  years. 
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SQUASH 

Shivering 
Homer 
feels  chill 
of  defeat 

By  Coun  McQuiulan 

THE  move  of  the  Lakes 
British  Open  championships 
onto  the  Transparent  Perspof 
showcourt  at  the  Wales  Nat¬ 
ional  Ice  Rink  in  Cardiff 
yesterday  proved  a  chilling 
experience  for  England's  se¬ 
nior  woman  player,  Suzanne 
Horner,  of  Yorkshire. 

Homer,  34.  played  the  firsr 
two  games  of  her  second- 
round  match  against  Linda 
Charman  in  her  tracksuit, 
picked  up  a  muscle  injury  in  a 
second-game  tumble,  fought 
back  courageously  to  a  fifth- 
game  decider,  but  limped 
away  a  loser,  beaten  9-3,  9-3, 
8-10,  5-9.  9-1  in  58  minutes. 

“My  foot  was  really  hurting 
in  the  fifth  game."  Homer 
said.  “It  might  not  have  been  a 
problem  at  all  in  wanner 
conditions  with  the  musdes 
loosening  sooner." 

The  problem  on  a  court 
mounted  directly  over  a 
covered  but  still  frozen  ice- 
hockey  is  generating  muscle 
flexibility  quickly  enough. 
Surprisingly,  the  ball  flies  fasr 
and  true,  which  means  com¬ 
plete  coun  movement  is  essen¬ 
tial  at  once. 

At  other  ice  rinks,  where  the 
surface  is  laid  over  concrete, 
events  are  mounted  after  com¬ 
plete  defrosting,  but  rhe  Car¬ 
diff  rink  was  laid  on  sand 
more  than  a  decade  ago  and 
has  been  frozen  hard  ever 
since.  Defrosting  would  sim¬ 
ply  create  a  sea  of  sludge. 

Charman,  25,  the  England 
No  3.  who  was  quicker  to 
adjust  to  the  conditions, 
moved  through  to  a  quarter¬ 
final  against  Sue  Wright,  2b, 
the  British  national  champion 
from  Kent,  who  survived  a 
bruising  five-game  encounter 
with  Rebecca  Macree.  of 
Essex. 

Macree.  the  profoundly  deaf 
England  No  7,  took  her  line 
from  Cham  tan's  enthusiastic 
performance  and  attacked 
from  the  first  rally.  She  took  a 
two-game  lead  and  seemed  set 
for  the  best  win  of  her  career 
until  she  hit  a  loose  drive  hard 
into  Wright’s  thigh  at  34  in 
the  third  game. 

As  often  happens  after  such 
on-court  incidents,  it  was 
Macree.  who  received  a  penal¬ 
ty  stroke  for  an  interrupted 
drive,  whose  concentration  be¬ 
came  shaky.  Wright,  a  re¬ 
nowned  battler,  who  as  a 
20-year-old  removed  the  three 
top  seeds  from  this  champion¬ 
ship  before  losing  the  1991 
final  id  Lisa  Opje.  had  rhe 
toehold  for  a  typical  fighrback. 

Rodney  Eyles.  29,  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  No 2  seed,  who  is 
extremely  protective  of  an 
ankle  that  once  threatened  to 
remove  him  from  the  game, 
made  an  understandably  sub¬ 
dued  start  against  Mike 
Chaloner,  of  Lincoln,  before 
advancing  15-13,  11-15,  15-8, 
15-9.  after  74  minutes. 


CRICKET 

Bangladesh 
rue  luck 
of  the  Irish 

THE  folly  of  planning  the 
quarter-final  group  matches 
of  the  ICC  Trophy  without  the 
provision  of  a  reserve  day  was 
exposed  in  Kuala  Lumpur 
yesterday,  when  all  four 
scheduled  fixtures  were  aban¬ 
doned  (a  Special  Corres¬ 
pondent  writes). 

The  rains  came  to  the  rescue 
of  Ireland,  who  gained  a 
draw  against  Bangladesh 
when  their  game  at  the  new 
Royal  Selangor  Club  was 
called  off. 

After  dismissing  the  Irish 
for  129.  Bangladesh  were  well 
set  for  an  important  win  at  23 
for  no  wicket  when  a  heavy 
shower  intervened. 

Cordon  Gree  nidge,  the 
Bangladesh  coach,  joined  his 
players  in  mopping  up  the 
wicket  surrounds  —  work  that 
Ireland  thought  illegal  and 
Holland  were  prevented  from 
doing  on  the  other  side  of  the 
city  —  and  conditions  were 
deemed  fit  for  play  righr  on 
the  cut-off  time  for  the  mini¬ 
mum  20  overs. 

Protests  by  Mike  Hendrick, 
rhe  Ireland  coach,  were  ig¬ 
nored,  bur  when  Neil  Doak 
skidded  when  fielding  a  shot 
front  the  second  ball,  and  the 
third  ended  in  a  puddle. 
Hendrick’s  view  prevailed  and 
the  umpires  led  the  players  off. 

Aside  from  Ireland  gaining 
a  point  they  did  not  deserve, 
the  real  beneficiaries  were 
Holland,  who  would  almost 
certainly  have  been  out  of  the 
toumamenr  had  Bangladesh 
won. 

The  Dutch  can  salvage  a 
place  in  the  last  four  by 
beating  Bangladesh  tomorrow 
and  Ireland  will  join  one  of 
them  in  the  semi-finals  if  they 
avoid  defeat  by  Hong  Kong. 
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Beardsley  counts  blessings  as 
marathon’s  accidental  hero 


There  will  be  many  moments  of 
magic  in  the  Flora  London 
Marathon  next  week,  but  it 
will  be  hard  to  beat  the  finish 
of  the  first  London  race  in  1*581. 

Thera  the  joinf-winnere,  Dick 
Beardsley,  from  America’s  Midwest, 
and  Inge  Simonsen,  from  Norway, 
crossed  the  line  hand  in  hand,  in  a 
gesture  of  sportsmanship  that  put  their 
picture  straight  on  to  the  front  pages. 

The  two  runners  seemed  to  glide  to 
the  tape  effortlessly  in  2hr  Umin  48sec 
the  fastest  run  seen  in  England  at  that 
rime,  and  Beardsley  was  soon  to  show 
rhat  he  had  plenty  in  hand.  In  the 
Boston  marathon  the  following  year, 
he  came  second  in  a  legendary  photo¬ 
finish  with  Alberto  Salazar  in  2hr  Srnin 
54sec  —  still  the  third -fastest  run  by  an 
American. 

Beardsley  was  hailed  as  a  true 
American  hero.  Blessed  with  an  easy, 
outgoing  personality,  he  was  much  in 
demand  as* an  athlete  and  a  speaker, 
and  the  young  man  who  had  every¬ 
thing  reckoned  himself  truly  lucky. 

These  days,  lb  years  on,  he  still 
considers  himself  lucky  —  lucky  that  he 
is  not  in  prison,  lucky  that  he  is  still 
alive  and  lucky  that  he  can  run  a  few 
steps,  if  only  for  (5  minutes  at  a  time. 

Last  Friday.  Beardsley,  now  41,  was 
up  before  a  Minnesota  court  for 
sentence  after  pleading  guilty  to  forg¬ 
ery.  He  faced  a  possible  prison  term  for 
writing  prescriptions  on  a  doctor’s  pad 
for  more  than  1,600  controlled  painkiil- 
•  ers.  He  was  given  240  hours  commun¬ 
ity  service  and  a  $1,000  fine. 

Beardsley's  marathon  fall  from 
grace  resulted  from  <fa  catalogue  of 
accidents  that  started  in  1989  while 
working  on  a  tractor  at  home  on  his 
farm.  “I  got  caught  up  in  a  rotating 
shaft  and  almost  had  my  left  leg  torn 
off  at  die  knee,”  he  said.  "1  was  really 
lucky  —  twice  they  were  gptng  to 
amputate. "  He  may  have  been  lucky  to 
have  lived,  but  he  was  left  with  a 
mangled  leg,  severe  knee  injuries,  a 
•broken  wrist  cracked  ribs  and  a 
punctured  lung. 

Two  weeks  after  the  accident,  his  leg 
became  infected  and  he  was  given 
more  surgery  and  heavy  doses  of 
painkiDm.  incrediWy,  he  dreamed  of 
a  comeback  to  running  and  did  endless 
leg  lifts  as  he. lay. ort  his  hospital  . bed. 

By  1992,  heftad  built  up  tn<f  strength 
enough  to  return  to  his  formwork  and 


After  19  operations,  with  rods  and 
screws  holding  his  back  together,  and 
with  running  out  of  the  question,  he 
grew  ever  more  dependent  on  painkill¬ 
ers.  When  his  father  died  of  cancer  last 
summer,  Beardsley  scoured  the  house 
for  any  painkillers  left  unused.  The 
pressure  on  him  grew  worse  as  his  son, 
Andy,  so  distressed  by  his  grandfa¬ 
thers  death,  attempted  suicide. 

When  his  ransacked  supply  of 
painkillers  dried  up.  Beardsley  look  to 
writing  his  own  prescriptions.  After 
three  months  of  forgeries,  he  was 
exposed  by  a  pharmacist  in  September 
and  arrested. 

He  said  he  was  relieved  to  get  caught 
and  lucky  to  be  given  help  to  fight  his 
addiction.  Beardsleys  belief  that,  de¬ 
spite  all  his  troubles,  he  is  “lucky  even 
prompted  him  to  write  a  song  about 
himself,  called  “Lucky”,  while  lying  on 
a  hospital  bed. 

“It  seemed  like  every  time  I  walked 
outside,  something  happened.”  he  said. 


ly&rathon 


Beardsley,  left  and  Simonsen  cross  the  line  together  in  London  in  1981 


get  back  to  his  running.  But  it  was 
while  he  was  driving  back  from  a  race 
with  his  wife.  Mary,  and  son.  Andy, 
that  Beardsley  suffered  the  first  of  three 
more  life-threatening  accidents. 

His  car  was  rammed  on  the  driver’s 
side  by  a  motorist  who  had.  gone 
through  a  stop  sign.  Beardsley's  car 
was  smashed  off  the  road  into  a  ravine, 
and  while  his  wife  and  son  escaped 
uninjured,  he  was  back  in  hospital 
with  spinal  and  shoulder  injuries  — 
and  pumped  frill  of  more-painkillers. 

He  came  out  unable  to  cope  with  the 
tough  labour  of  forming  and  got  a  job 
as^a  form  reporter  for  a  local1  radio 
station.  Six  months  afteri®s»oari%ad 


•  been  written  off.  Beardsley,  still 1 
to  come  back  as  an  athlete,  went  tor  a 
run  in  the  snow  and  was  struck  from 
behind  by  a  hit-and-run  driver. 

He  was  back  in  hospital,  this  time  for 
16  days,  with  neck  and  back  injuries. 
Three  weeks  later,  at  home,  he  became 
dizzy,  passed  out  and  fell  down  IS 
stairs: 

The  pain  did  not  stop,  and  neither 
did  the  accidents.  Just  a  month  later, 
Beardsley  lost  control  of  his  car  in  a 
blizzard  and  it  flipped  over  several 
times  before  landing  upside  down.  He 
had  to  be  cut  free  from  the  vehicle  and 
this  ^me Jbejsuffeted  .fractured  JYerJfc . 
-  ubrae  and  head  injuries.  ' 


In  The  Times  on  Monday: 
a  16-page  colour  guide  to 
the  Flora  London  Marathon 


“But  the  song  ‘Lucky*  is  about  how 
lucky  I  am  to  have  had  the  life  I’ve  had. 
the  friends  I’ve  had,  to  have  God  in  my 
life.  I  drink  about  the  song  every  day." 

Beardsley  is  a  man  who  does  not  give 
up  easily  and  even  after  all  he  has  been 
through,  the  glowing  memories  he  has 
Of  the  marathon  still  threaten  to  flicker 
bade  to  life.  Two  weeks  ago.  for  the  first 
time  in  18  months,  he  did  a  little 
running.  It  was  only  two  miles,  and  he 
says  he  is  taking  both  his  life  and  his 
running  just  15  minutes  at  a  time. 

If  he  could  defy  all  that  has  been 
thrown  at  him  and  drag  his  battered 
legs  back  to  tackle  the  London  Mara¬ 
thon,  he  could  be  sure  of  a  great 
welcome. 

There  would  be  plenty  who  would  be 
proud  to  line  up  alongside  him.  And 
there  would  be  many  more  who  would 
consider  themselves  tudey  indeed  to 
join  hands  at  the  finish  with  the 
remarkable  marathon  •.  mam  :  Pick 
Beardsley,  .  -  " 
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,-ou  remember  Lam  for  her 
than  her  dishes,  that  is  how 


Namy  Lam 
Channel  5. 8,00pm 

It's  time  to  meet  the  latest  in  the  long  line  of  wacky 
TV  cooks.  Nancy  Lam  is  as  oriental  as  her  name 
suggests  and  her  speciality  is.  as  you  may  have 
guessed,  oriental  cuisine.  But  unless'  Delia  Smith  is 
the  host,  cookery  programmes  tend  to  be  more 
about  style  than  substance.  Lam  is  billed  as  an 
original,  yet  almost  all  her  trademarks  hare  been 
inherited.  She  is  a  fat  lady  and  the  BBC  has  wo  of 
them.  She  is  assisted  by  a  meek  husband  whom 
she  routinely  chides,  an  echo  of  Fanny  and  Johnny 
Cradock.  She  talks  to  the  cameraman  in  the 
manner  of  Keith  Floyd  and.  like  Gary  Rhodes,  she 
praises  her  own  creations.  It  is.  though,  hard  tu 
remember  a  cook  who  is  cheeky  to  the  diners  in  her 
restaurant.  If  you  remember 
performance  rather 
she  is  projected. 

Mad  About  Machines;  My  Life  with  Dennis 
Channel  4.  S.00pm 

Dennis  is  not  a  person  but  for  Malcolm  Hanley  he 
might  just  as  well  be.  On  Malcolm's  17th  birthday, 
his  father  presented  him  with  a  Dennis  motorised 
lawn-mower.  This  1925  model  became  nor  only  a 
prized  possession  in  itself  but  the  start  of  a  Dermis 
collection  which  now  numbers  35.  In  case  you 
think  there  is  nothing  to  Malcolm's  life  except  old 
lawn-morers.  the  film  reveals  thar  he  is  a  devoted 
son.  He  nursed  his  late  lather  through  cancer  and 
now  lives  with,  and  looks  after,  his  33-year-old 
mother.  But  when  human  needs  hare  been  met.  ir 
is  off  to  the  huge  shed  in  his  Dorset  garden  which 
houses  his  cherished  mowers.  Sadly  Malcolm's 
1925  model  is  hors  de  combat,  lacking  an  essential 
pan.  Perhaps  there  will  be  somebody  watching 
who  is  able  to  supply  it. 

Horizon:  Silent  Children.  New  Language 
BBC2,  930pm 


r*. 


Nicaragua  wno  created  ineir  own  sign  language. 
The  achievement  was  noteworthy  in  itself  but  of 
even  greater  interest  in  repoenina  the  debate  about 
whether  language  is  a  biological  ins  ana  or  copied 
from  the  surrounding  world.  There  are  formidable 


The  cook  Nancy  Lam  (Channel  5, 8.00>  i! 

•  ‘i 

authorities  on  both  sides  of  the  fence.  Back  in  the  a 
1950s  the  American  linguist  Noam  Chomsky  was 
arguing  thar  children  created  language  from!; 
nothing.  He  repeats  this  claim  here.  The  fiforj 
follows  the  work  in  Nicaragua  of  another  linguist  i! 
from  the  United  Slates.  Judy  Kegl,  as  she  tests  arid 
develops  Chomsky'S  argument  It  may.  come  as  no  :■ 
surprise  to  discover  that  the  matter  is  for  from!; 
simple  snd  while  Kegl  has  drived  further  into  it;' 
than  most  she  still  cannot  pronounce  the  final  ; 
word.  ij 

Northern  Exposure  ; 

Channel  4. 1035pm  .  I: 

After  a  short  break  we  are  back  among  the  citizens 
of  the  dead  end  town  of  Cicely,  Alaska.  The  point 
about  Northern  Exposure,  apart  from  the  quirky  ; 
humour  made  more  effective  Tor  bong  delivered  inf' . 
such  a  deadpan  manner,  is  ihat  the  equilibrium  is 
never  disturbed.  Or  if  it  is,  it  is  soon  restored.  We 
have  two  examples  tonight  Maurice  (Barry 
Corbin),  the  timber  tycoon,  wants  to  pass  the 
business  on  to  his  young  cousin,  also  called. 
Maurice.  It  is  giving  nothing  away  to  reveal  that 
Maurice!  '  '  - 

paten  tis 

Morrows :  _ 

Maggie  (Janine  Turner)  with  him.  Bui  ir  is 
Russian  plane  they  choose  and  on  top  of  language' 
difficulties  takeoff  is  more  than  a  finle  delayed;: 

Peter  Waymark 
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or  lesser 


Answers  from  page  47 
LAMPREL  ' 

(a)  Some  fish  resembling  the  lamprey.  According  to  R.  Holme, 
the  lamprey  at  a  certain  stage  of  growth.  From  the  French 
lamprillon.  Izaak  Walton,  7 ne  Compleal  Angler.  1653:  “Fish, 
whose  Shape  and  nature  are  much  like  the  Ed,  namely  the 
LampreL  the  Lamprey,  and  die  lamperoe." 

MELOPEFON 

(a)  A  kind  ©T melon.  From  Ac  Greek  word  for  an  apple  * 
of  gourd.  “Thor  Macocks  are  a  sort  of  Mdopepones,  oi 
sort  of  Pompion,”  • 

MYGALE 

(c)  The  shrew^ousfc  Als^  the  bird-^der.  a  graus^af  forge; 
LOOBIUT 

(a)  Loobylike:  awkward,  clumsy,  lubberly.  From  the  Teutonic 
words  lob  and  lubber  a  loot  “Ifs  enough  to  put  any  young  lady 
in  her  pouts,  to  force  her  to  many  a  great  loobily  Yorkshire 
tyke.41 

SOLimON  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
(after  1  Nxd7)  1 ...  BxgZ  and  White  loses,  as  if  2  Rgl  Bb4+  and  the  white 
queen  goes. 


ds,TheTtun3  Book  oTTheTi  m« -jumbo 
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Tina  CrovnEnh  091 1  Omnibus l  S  2  (2  -  2).  T»Tb««  Omar  Ml  TV*  Times  Two  [3 
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SNOOKER 


Hendry  plans  a  work-to-rule 


STEPHEN  HENDRY,  cool¬ 
ness  personified  when  the  heat 
is  on.  maintained  his  chall¬ 
enge  for  the  British  Open  title 
by  reaching  the  quarter-finals 
with  a  dramatic  5-4  victory 
over  Paul  McPhillips  at  Plym¬ 
outh  yesterday. 

Hendry,  successful  in  nine 
of  tiie  ten  final-frame  finishes 
in  which  he  has  been  involved 
this  ‘season,  constructed  a 
green-toblack  clearance  to 
secure  victory,  despite  an  awk¬ 
ward  placement  of  the  colours. 

"Paul  outplayed  me  for 
lengthy  periods  of  the  match 
and  probably  deserved  to  win, 
but  I  was  proud  of  that 
clearance,”  Hendry,  who 
calmly  rolled  the  black  across 
the  top  cushion  into  a  comer 
pocket,  said. 

McPhillips,  of  Glasgow, 
rook  advantage  of  Hendry's 
sluggish  start  to  lead  2-0.  but 
the  world  champion  recovered 
to  lead  4-Z  McPhillips  re¬ 
sponded  positively  with  a  run 


By  Phil  Yates 

of  126  in  the  seventh  frame 
before  adding  the  eighth  in 
Caracal  circumstances. 

Leading  66-39.  McPhillips 
foiled  to  lay  a  snooker  on  the 
yellow  behind  the  brown  and 
left  a  free  ball.  Hendry  then 
suffered  a  brainstorm.  He 
potted  the  green,  erroneously 
believing  he  could  subsequent¬ 
ly  pot  a  colour  of  his  choice 
before  concentrating  his  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  yellow. 

In  fact,  Hendry  should  have 
attempted  to  pot  the  yellow 
immediately  after  the  free  ball, 
so  when  he  sank  the  green  a 
second  time,  the  referee, 
Eirian  Williams,  called  a  foul 
shot.  At  first  shocked,  the 
realisation  of  his  mistake  then 
spread  across  the  face  of  an 
embarrassed  Hendry. 

McPhillips  duly  cleared 
yellow  to  blue  and,  holding  a 
43-22  advantage  in  the  ninth 
frame,  would  have  left 
Hendry  requiring  snookers 
had  he  not  narrowly  foiled  to 


double  the  green  to  a  middle 
pocket 

“It  would  have  been  a  big 
blow  to  lose,”  Hendiy,  who  is 
attempting  to  capture  his  sixth 
title  of  the  season,  said.  “I’m 
going  back  to  the  practice 
table  and  I’U  certainly  take 
another  look  at  the  rulebook." 

Hendiy,  winner  of  the  tour¬ 
nament  in  1988  and  1991,  goes 
forward  to  meet  Dave  Harold, 
the  No  11  seed,  who  was  also 
fully  extended  before 
past  Paul  Sweeny, 
Bexleyheath.  5-4. 

Sweeny,  the  world  No  2DI, 
fought  tack  from  3-2  down  to 
lead  4-3  with  breaks  of  71  and 
64  and  was  on  the  threshold  of 
success  when  he  initiated  the 
scoring  in  the  eighth  by  com¬ 
piling  a  run  of  54.  Harold 
eventually  produced  a  31  clear¬ 
ance,  including  an  excellent 
dosing  black,  before  prevail¬ 
ing  in  a  tense  deader. 


Results,  page  48 


The  Jamesons’ Farewell  Night 
Radio 2. 1030pm 

Love  him  or  hate  him.  Derek  Jameson  has 
certainly  made  his  mark  on  Radio  2.  There  has 
been  nobody  quite  like  him.  and  I  don't  see  anyone 
on  the  horizon  who  can  be  expected  fa  say  the  kind 
of  things  he  says,  at  least  not  in  the  way  he  says 
them.  During  the  past  five  years,  his  wife  Ellen  has 
kept  him  company  at  the  Radio  2  microphone. 
Tonight  is  their  valediction.  From  next  Monday 
night,  Richard  Aliinson  takes  over  their  show. 
Bidding  the  Jamesons  a  fond  forewell  tonight  are 
some  of  the  entertainers  and  programme  makers 
who  lave  appeared  on  their  show.  They  indude 
Jim  Davidson,  Barry  (Dame  Edna)  Humphries, 
Ken  Bruce,  Su  Pollard  and  the  Wilcoxes,  Desmond 
and  Esther. 


RADIO  1 


730arn  Mark  Radetffe,  rtetudes  Nawsbear  9.00  Dots  Pearce 
1230  Jo  Wiley,  includes  at  12J30p*n  Nawsbeat  ZOO  Nicky 
Campbell  43 0  Kem  Greeting  6.1  S  Mswsbea?  630  Evening 
Session  with  Steve  Lamacq  830  John  Peel  1030  May  Arne 
Hobbs  1.00an>  Dave  Paarca  ADOwn  Qm  Warren 


RADIO  2 


630am  Sarah  Kennedy  7.30  Wake  Up  to  Wbgan  030  Aka 
Lester  1130  Jimmy  Young  130pm  Debbie  Thrower  3.00  Ed 
Stewart  5.05  John  Dunn  7.00  The  News  HuddRnes  7 30  David 
Aton  9.00  Paul  Janes  1030  Dr  Rock  Meets  Jerry  Lae  Lewis 
(3/3)  1030  The  Jamesons'  Farewell  Night.  See  Choice 
1235am  Charles  Nave  3JOO  Ale*  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


The  Magazine  12.00  Midday  vwth  Mair  2.00  Ruscoe  on  Bve 
430  John  Invsrdate  Nabonwtde  7XK)  News  Extra  735  On  the 
Line  8.00  Inside  Edge  with  Rob  Bonnet  9.00  SportsAmertca 
with  Alton  Byrd  930  Sportshop  with  Adrian  Goldberg  10.00 
Brian  Hayes’s  Election  Nigra.  Indudes  11.00  News  Extra  11.15 
Financial  World  Tonight  1230  Alter  Hours  — Eary  Call  with 
Vincent  Hama  230am  Up  fit  Night  with  RhoG  Sharp 


Opera  Matinee:  Hamlet 

Radio  3,lJX)pm  -; 

Prompted  by  this  transmission  of  Am  braise 
Thomas's  opera,  recorded  last  September  at  the. 
Grand  Theatre  in  Geneva,  1  did  some  research  into 
a  work  1  did  not  know  existed.  Perhaps  its  most 
dramatic  departure  from  Shakespeare'S  text  is  that 
it  ends  not  with  the  prince's  death,  but.  with  him  on 
toe  Danish  throne.  I  would  have  expected  Hamlet 
to  be  sung  by  a  tenor.  Thomas  gave  the  role  to  a 
baritone,  arid  Humphrey  Searle  followed  hiff 
example  in  his  1968  opera.  Both  he  and  Thomas 

Sve  the  tenor  role  to  Laertes.  For  the  record,  there 
ve  been  six  Hamlet  operas,  the  first  being  bp 
Mercadante  in  1882.  In  the  title  role  tonight  is 
Simon  Keenlyside,  with  toe  soprano  Natalie 
Dessay  as  Ophelia.  Peter  Davalle 


WORLD  SERVICE 


All  times  in  BST.  Nbwe  cm  the  hour  530am  Europe  Today 
(t 1/12)  730  The  Wbrld  Today  8.15  Off  the  Shell  9.10  Pause  fat 
Thought  9.15  Ccncert  Hall  10.15  Farming  World  1030  BBC 
Engfch  10/15  Sports  Roundup  1130  One  Planet  1230pm. 
Sports  International  135  Business  Report  1.15  Britan  .Today 
335  Outlook  330  Megamp  435  Sports  Roundup  4.19 
Performance  430  Everywoman  530  Business  Report  545 
Britain  Today  0.15  World  Today  630  From  Our  Own 
Correspondent  730  The  Works  8.01  Outlook  830  MuRttradc 
X-Press  1035  Business  10.15  Britain  Today  1030  On  Screen 
1130  World  Today  11  AS  Sports  Roundup  12.01am  OuUo& 
1230  Mutfflrack  130  From  Our  Own  Correspondent  135 
Britain  Today  230  Omntous  330  Merfcian  Books  4.05  World 
Business  4.15  Sport 


CLASSIC  FM 


430am  Marin  Griffiths  730  MUch  -Read  93ttJ8efld-  GPU* 
Classics  10.00  Herry  Ke#y  130pm  Luncttjme  Concerto. 
Brahms  (Violin  Concerto  n  D  major  Op  77)  330  Nick  Bailey 
7.00  Classic  Newsntght  with  John  Banring  730  Sonata. 
Beethoven  (Flano  Sonata  No  17  in  0  minor  Op  31  No  2)  830 
Classic  FM  Evening  Concert  Brahms  (Piano  Concerto  No )  In 
D  minor);  UetwsSedw  Waltzes,  selection.  Symphony  No 2  in  D) 
1030  Michael  Mappm.  includes  1135  Nocturne  230 
Lunchome  Concerto  (r) 
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TALK  RADIO  | 

1  VIRGIN  RADIO  1 

530em  Chris  Ashtey  and  Sandy  War  730  Paul  Ross  9.00 
Scott  Chisholm  12.00  Lorraine  Kefy  230pm  Tommy  Boyd 
430  Peter  Deeiey  7.00  Moz  Dee's  Sportszone  1030  Jamas 
Whale  730am  lari  Oolites 

630am  Russ  'n'  Jono's  Breakfast  Experienos  1030  Graham 
Dene  IMpmJaremy  Clark  4.00  NKky  Home  7.00  Paul  Caytg 
(FM)  /  Robin  Banks  (AM)  1030  Mark  Forrest  2.00am  Randal 
LseRose 

RADIO  3  j 

6.00am  On  Air,  vwth  Andrew  MacGregor,  includes 

HeWchen  (Concerto  in  F,  Serenala  de  Moritburg); 
Franck  (Symphony  in  □  minor);  Wagner  (0!  Du 
Mein  Holder  Aberrastem,  Tannhauser);  Bach 
(Brandenburg  Concetto  No  5  in  □);  Taflts  (Spem  In 
Alkim):  Stanford  (Clarinet  Concerto  In  A  minor) 
9.00  Homing  Collection,  with  Penny  Gore.  Indudes 
Rameau  (Le  Turn  Genera ux;  Las  Incas  de  Pfirou); 
Haydn  (Plano  Trio  in  B  flail;  Ravel  (ScWh&e- 
zade);  Rimsky-Korsakov  (Piano  Concerto) 

10.00  Kuacai  Encounters,  with  Stephanie  Hughes. 
Includes  Mozart  an  Busoni  (Overture,  The  Magic 
Flute),  Beethoven  (Variations  on  Eh  Madchen 
Oder  Weibchen);  Villa-Lobos  (Bachlana  Braseleira 
No  4);  Kabalevsky  (Cello  Concerto);  Glazunov 
(Symphony  No  4  in  E  flat) 

12.00  Composer  of  the  Weeks  Amy  Beach,  with  Chris 
Wines.  Indudes  Beach  (Ballad.  Op  6;  Three 
Places,  Op  40;  flute  Quintet  Op  SO.  Thame  and 
Variations) 

1.00pm  Opera  Matinee:  Hamlet  Sea  Choice.  With 
Simon  Keenlyside,  bartons,  Natalie  Dessay. 
soprano,  Geneva  Grand  Theatre  Chorus,  Suisse 
Romande  Orchestra  under  Louis  Langree 
4J2S  Samuel  Scheldt  A  profile  ol  the  composer 
whose  fife  centred  around  HaHe  John  Scott, 
organ.  Scheldt  (Vater  Unser  Bergamasca, 

Toccata:  h  Te  Domhe  Speravi) 

530  Music  Machine.  Sarah  Walker  visits  Clarke  Hall  in 
Wakefield  where  she  Is  taken  on  a  musical  tour  erf 
ihe  house  as  it  may  have  been  in  the  17th  Century 
5,15  In  Tune,  with  Brian  Morton.  Indudes  Lirot 

(Csardas  Obstintf);  Beethoven  (Variations  on  God 
Save  the  King,  WoO  7B):  Brahms  (Alto  Rhapsody) 
730  Sounding  the  Century:  Rachmaninov.  Live  from 
the  Gufldhafl  in  Southampton.  The  Bournemouth 


*sz\ 


Symphony  Orchestra,  under  Yakov  Kreizberg.  With 
Lynn  Harrell,  cello.  Ravel  (Une  Barque  su 
I'Ocean):  Dutilleux  (Tout  un  Monde  Lolntain)  8.15- 
Rachmaninov  Revisited  835  Concert,  part  2. 
Rachmaninov  (Symphony  No  2  in  E  minor) 

9.45  The  Sound  of  Masks.  Sir  Peter  Hall  explores  the'' 
world  of  masks,  from  ancient  Greece  to  the 
present  day  (3/4) 

1030  Music  Restored.  Andrew  Manze  Introduces  the 
second  of  two  programmes  In  which  the  New 
London  Consort,  with  Catherine  Bott,  soprano. 
Christopher  Robson,  countertenor,  and  Michael 
George,  bass-baritone,  under  Philp  Pickett, 
perform  chamber  cantatas  by  Telemann 
10-45  Night  Waves.  Bffl  Buford,  literary  and  fiction  editor 
ot  The  New  Yorker,  delivers  his  regular  letter  from  * 
New  York.  Humphrey  Carpenter  investigates 
political  commitment  to  tne  arts  and  the  promises 
being  made  by  the  political  parties  before  the 
lorthcoming  general  election 
1130  Composers  of  Ihe  Week;  Mozart  (rl 
1230am  Jazz  Notes,  with  Campbell  Bumap.  Features 
a  selection  of  new  reteases  Including  two  tributes 
to  the  composer,  pianist  and  arranger,  Tadd 
Dameron 

■t-OO  Through  the  Night,  with  David  Comet.  Includes 
1.00  Choral  Evensong  (r)  2.00  ((  Tempo 
Ensemble  Corelli  (Concerto  Grosso  in  D,  Op  6  No 
4):  Tartlni  (Viotei  Concerto  m  A);  Located 
(Concerto  in  F  for  Four  Violins.  Op  4  No  12); 
BacutewsM  frAnWhafon  B);  Locate®  (Concerto 
Grosso  te  D,  Op  1  No  5);  Ledair  (Sonata  in  C  '  * 
minor,  Op  5  No  6;  Motor  Concerto  in  D,  Op  10  No-* 
3)  Stuttgart  Radio  Symphony  Orchestra,  *. 

Z^nmermann  ft*  Wandte  '*  ^ 
Mien);  Mahler  (Symphony  No  1)  5.00  Sequence 
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RADIO  4 


Dana  Crofl  (3/5) 


535am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW)  6.00  News 
6.10  Fanning  Today  635  Prayer  far  tha  I 
Today,  includes  Thought  lor  the  Day  BM 
Pigs  and  Giant  Marrows  (4/S) 

9.00  Nem  635  The  Moral  Maze.  A  discussion  series 
chaired  by  Michael  Buertt  With  guests  David 
Cook,  Janet  Daley.  Michael  Mansfield,  QC.  and  Dr 
Dawd  Starkey 

10.00  News;  One  Bright  Child  (FM).  by  Patricia 
Cumper.  With  Ben  Thomas  and  T 
10.00  DaRy  Service  (LW) 

10.15  On  This  Day  (LW) 

1030  Woman's  Hour,  with  Wendy  Austin 
1130  From  Our  Own  Correspondent.  Reports  from 
BBC  correspondents  fron  sound  the  world 
1230  Kw^  You  and  Your*.  Consumer  news  and 
currant  aftaha  with  Mark  Whrttaker 
1235pm  Foul  Play.  The  last  in  the  series  of  the  murder 
fflNBtay janel  gamB.  With  Simon  Brett  aid  Ihe 
writers  Gavin  LyaB  aid  Anthony  Price  1235 
Weather 

130  The  World  et  One,  with  Nick  Ctarte 
1  AO  The  Archers  fr)  135  Slipping  Forecast 
230  News;  Ttairsaey  Afternoon  Play:  Second 
Chance,  by  Sue  Rodweli.  An  apparently  ideal 
couple's  fives  am  turned  upside  down  when  thar 
baby  son  disappears  from  outside  a  supermarket. 
With  Penny  Layden  and  Richard  Denlngton 
330  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift,  wfth  Russell  Davies 
.  and  guests 

4.00  News  4.05  Kaleidoscope.  Lynn  Walker  talks  to 
the  composer  James  Maemdian  and  reviews 
'  VWefte, «  stage  version  of  Chariotte  Bronte's  story. 
Plus  a  review  ol  recorcCngs  of  music  by  two 
Jewish  composers  who  were  imprisoned  te  ihe  • 
wortjme  transit  camp  at  Terezte 


445  n!?°?,St?y:The  Smprtee.  by  Julia  Staneham, 
Read  by  Anthony  Bale 

5’00  cS?*  i1  9hartie  Lee-Potter  and  Chris  Lowe  630- 

6»»SSa5K.5JiSWaaffier 

630  Harry  HJTTsFrt/tt  Comer.  A  series  by  the  offbeaf- 
Kwouk.  Edna  Dore.  A1  Murrt&- 
and  Martin  Hyder  (3/8)  .  •• 

730  News  735  The  Archers 
IS  i”  Npah  Richter  vtefts  Japan  (3/ 4t 

i0°  Ajral^taLThe  M  n  a  new  serteolthe  i'i 


in  society  around  the 

a  discussion  on  the 


.  .  .'and 
worid.  Peter  Kellnw 
British  economy 

8A5  Death  In  Essex.  The  first  of  three  talks  lay  a 
woman  n  search  of  work.  Sara  Monk  has  a 
^ee,  eiqMrtence  and  r»  Jc*>  (1/3) 

9.00  Does  He  Take  Sugar?  The  — - 
and  by,  people 
Fredenck  Dow 
930  Kaleidoscope  (/)  939  Weather 

If1®  S"«9W. wlUl  l&abel  H»on  *3 
1IU5  BoArtlB^lbne  7?m  Sorcerer’s  Aporanffot'.., 
by  Frank  O'Connor.  Part  one  of  two.  read  by  ” 
Barbara  Brennan  1 

1130  Thirty  Minute  Theatre:  Sex, 

Bread,  by  Tracy  Spofriswood 

become  an  ndeperxtent  repub&c,  and  the  Engfe#  ’ 


Mid  Laver  '£ 


11,30  and  other  Destinations.  Sir  Kenneth 

ssas'ssi! '{?*»«**-** 

1238  Stripping  Forecast  1.00  As  World  Service 
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FREQUENCY  GUIDE  RADI0 1,  FM  97.6-99.8.  RADIO  2.  FM  88JMOS.  RADIO  3.  FM  903-92.4.  RADIO  4.  FM  SZ*t 
94.6;  LW  198;  MW  720.  RADIO  5  LIVE  MW  683,  90S.  WORLD  SERVICE  MW  648;  LW  198  <12-45-5  656^ 
CLASSIC  FM.  FM  100-102.  VIRGIN  RADIO.  FM  105.B;  MW  1 197, 1215.  TALK  RADfOMW  1053,  1089.  ^ 

TahnMcfi  end  radio  listings  compRsd  by  Peter  Dear,  ten  Hughes,  Rosemary  Smith,  Susan  Thomson,  Jan£ 
Gregory  and  John  McNamara. 
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Mucking  about,  mucking  in  and,  er,  muck 


ayton's  Before 
They  Were  Famous,  shown 
on  Easter  Monday,  has  had 
-a  devastating  effect  on  normal 
^viewing.  Once  you  have  seen  a 
^teenage  Clint  Eastwood  in  a  milk 
srommeraal.  or  a  ghoulishly  grin- 
ijiing  Jeremy  Irons  in  striped  loon- 
rpants  oh  Playaway,  every  new  face 
Tn  a  minor  presenting  job  now 
looks  like  a1  future  celebrity  just 
gamely  carving  out  embarrass¬ 
ment  for  his  old  age.  Take  Paul 
Hawkins,  the  startling  co-present¬ 
er  of  Channel  ?s  Great  Garden 
;  Game,  which  kicked  off  last  night. 
Coif&d  white  hair,  cherubic  face, 

’  camp  accent,  palpable  unease  — 
this  show  is  his  stepping  stone, 
.surely-  It  is  the  bad  dream  that  will 
one  day  come  back  to  haunt  him. 

Meanwhile,  is  it  a  bad  dream  for 
the  rest  of  us?  The  answer  is  to  sit 
boh  upright  and  yell  “AaaaghT 
while  batting  the  air  with  your 
arms-  No,  ncv  I'm  exaggerating. 
But  cheap, .  banal,  pointless  — 


that's  the  territory.  Last  night,  two 
three-person  teams  of  anonymous 
pasty-legged  simpletons  (a  red 
team  and  a  blue  team)  competed  to 
dig  up  grass  paths  at  Bowood 
House,  and  re-lay  them  with 
gravel.  And  yes,  that  was  it  Half 
an  hour  of  cheap  back-breaking 
labour  dressed  up  as  entertain¬ 
ment,  with  no  earthly  means  of 
judging  the  rival  efforts  at  the  end. 
and  no  whiff  of  a  decent  prize. 
Whatever  persuaded  the  dolts  to 
take  part?  Already  in  HeU  they  are 
ordering  The  Great  Garden 
Game ,  partly  because  it's  given 
them  ideas  for  sports  day.  but 
mainly  because  it’s  ideal  for  the 
terminal  defection  of  the  damned. 

Meanwhile,  on  ITV,  young 
Paul's  future  prospects  notwith¬ 
standing,  the  Angus  Deayton  prin¬ 
ciple  was  turned  on  its  head  irs 
much  more  alarming  to  see  the 
questionable  role-choices  of  people 
after  they  were  famous  than 
before.  Neil  Morrissey  (Tony  in 


Men  Behaving  Badly)  starred  in 
the  two-hour  hokum-fest  Hie  Van¬ 
ishing  Man.  and  to  be  honest, 
one's  nervousness  on  behalf  of  a 
faltering  career  trajectory  swept 
most  other  feelings  aside.  Is  an 
invisible-man  part  really  righr  for 
you.  Neil?  Do  you  have  a  firm 
hand  on  the  controls?  The  Vanish¬ 
ing  Man  began  with  Morrissey 
flying  a  small  aircraft  through  a 
thunderstorm,  with  a  crate  of 
plutonium  leaking  ominously  in 
the  hold.  And  as  a  symbol,  well,  it 
was  hardly  reassuring. 


REVIEW 

Lynne 

Truss 

B 


ut  to  be  fair,  the  second  hour 
of  this  "comedy-thriller" 
somehow  redeemed  the 
first;  personally,  I  was  by  then  too 
exhausted  to  raise  any  mare 
objections,  and  in  any  case  felt 
safely  cocooned  in  the  telly  equiva¬ 
lent  of  flavoured  custard.  Like 
drowning,  The  Vanishing  Man 
was  pleasant  once  you  ceased  to 
struggle.  Nick  Cameron  (Mor¬ 


rissey)  had  been  a  volunteer  sim¬ 
pleton  in  a  far-fetched  research 
experiment,  and  now  turned  in¬ 
visible  when  naked  and  wet  Thus 
he  was  well-placed  to  get  revenge 
without  anybody  noticing.  The 
special  effects  were  great,  of 
course.  Morrissey  was  perfectly 
good.  too.  Let's  just  hope  the 
kiddies  were  allowed  to  stay  up 
late  (ft's  the  holidays,  after  all). 

With  its  obvious  affinity  to  such 


cult  1060s  series  as  Randall  and 
Hopkirk  (Deceased),  the  script  of 
77ie  Vanishing  Man  declared  itself 
to  be  the  work  of  Anthony  Horo¬ 
witz  of  Crime  Traveller  fame,  a 
chap  who  has  hijacked  those 
enjoyable,  escapist  shows  quite 
adroitly.  The  flaw  in  his  homage, 
however,  is  the  lack  of  archness  — 
that  flippancy  of  The  Avengers, 
which  undermined  the  silliness, 
and  reassured  adults  they  weren't 
wasting  their  time  on  kids'  stuff. 
As  a  motiveless  baddia  however, 
Barbara  Flynn  struck  the  perfect 
dastardly  note  last  night,  especial¬ 
ly  when  waving  an  invisible  gun 
(nice  touch). 

But  what  really  hurt  about  The 
Vanishing  Man  was  the  thin  vein 
of  jokes  —  when  the  situation  had 
such  endless  potential  for  wit  and 
surprise.  On  the  soundtrack,  we 
gor  /  Ain't  Got  No  Body,  but 
otherwise  the  best  momenr  was 
when  an  unseen  Nick  chatted  to 
his  new  girlfriend,  and  then  sud¬ 


denly  appeared,  from  offscreen, 
fully  clothed.  It  tricked  the  viewer, 
and  it  was  dever. 


E 


Isewhere,  Army  of  Inno¬ 
cents  (EBC1)  continued  the 
theme  of  exploited  labour, 
while  so  did  Modern  Times:  Dirty 
Work  (BBCZ).  Army  of  Innocents 
was  the  much-trailed  history  of 
National  Service,  which  started  off 
rather  blandly  with  celebrities 
telling  nightmare  tales  of  basic 
training  —  John  Ped,  Midhad 
Aspel.  the  late  Willie  Rushton  — 
but  then  evoked  more  gloomy 
memories  of  Korea,  where  200 
conscripts  died  in  combat,  and 
others  were  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Chinese.  Such  wild  divergence  of 
experience  made  for  a  strange 
programme.  Hard  to  enjoy  John 
Peel’s  reminiscences  of  office  skiv¬ 
ing.  for  instance,  when  another 
poor  chap  was  recollecting  the  day 
he  shot  a  peasant. 

Finally,  Dirty  Work  was  another 


struggle  to  fit  ill-matching  pieces 
together.  While  die  actress  Sue 
Johnston  intoned  solemn  “verse" 
in  voice-over  ("Our  debris  never 
stops  accumulating^.  Lucy  Sand- 
ys-Winsch’s  beautifully  photo¬ 
graphed  film  introduced  us  to 
cleaners  of  various  sorts  —  a  daily, 
a  lav  lady,  a  night-time  street 
sweeper,  a  gay  couple  with  feather 
dusters  —  none  of  whom  hated 
cleaning,  which  was  surprising 
bui  obvious  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  fight  between  words  and 
images,  it’s  unusual  for  the  com¬ 
mentary  to  grab  so  much  atten¬ 
tion,  so  it  was  a  shame  the  words 
didn't  always  add  much.  But  how 
clever  to  describe  the  street-sweep¬ 
er's  glass-sided  vehide  as  a  "bathy¬ 
sphere"  in  the  opening  minutes.  As 
the  sweeper  steered  his  craft  along 
Newcastle’s  city  precincts,  catch¬ 
ing  strange  nocturnal  street-life  in 
his  lights,  the  image  was  absolute¬ 
ly  perfect  and  the  best  thing  of  the 
night. 
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BBC1 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (95319) 

7. 00  BBC  Breakfast  News  ( T)  (90777) 

S.  00  Breakfast  News  Extra  (T)  (8351067) 
9X0  Style  Challenge  (3B72932) 

9.45  Kflroy  (2400680) 

1030  Can’t  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (43067) 

11.00  News  (T)  Regional  News  and  weather 
...  (4950715) 

llJDSihe  Realty  Useful  Show  19493406) 
riy35  Change  That  (661 7680) 
iZOO  News  (7)  Regional  News  ancf  weather 
{4827883} 

12.05pm  Call  My  Bluff  Panel  game,  hosted  by 
Bob  Holness  (5379512) 

1335  Good  Living  (9000883) 

1.00  News  CO  and  weather  (6228883) 

135  Regional  News  (50655086) 

1 .45  The  Weather  Show  (391 33574) 

1 30  Neighbours  (22074970) 

2.10  Qufncy  Quincy  comes  to  the  aid  of  an  old 
Congressman  friend  accused  of  murder 
(7964390) 

3.00  As  Time  Goes  By  (r)  (5749) 

330  Maydays  (6315593)  330  Postman  Pat 
'•  (6483999)  4.05  Pingu  (9300715)  4.10 
Bananaman  (8545319)  4.15  Rugrals 
(8480574)  435  The  Mask  (7737883)  5.00 
-!v  Newsround.  Current  affairs  for  younger 
viewers, fl)  (5488932) 

5.10  No  Sweat  New  classroom  drama  for 
chfldren.  Teenager  Jimmy  moves  with  his 
lamHy  to  Brighton  (9132113) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (800203)  . 

6.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (70) 

630  Regional  News  (22) 

7.00  Watchdog  Consumer  issues,  presented 
~by  Anne  Robinson  and  Alice  Beer  (5628) 
730  EastEnders  Tiffany,  Grant  and  Tony 
attend  the  clinic  for  bkxxftests  that  wifl 
identify  baby  Courtney’s  father.  Sarah 
struggles  to  cope  with  the  aftermath  of 
recent  events  and '  Tony  receives^ 

•V ;  prm^hg  'rieSws.(T)  (26)  .  .  - 

830  Animal  Hospital  Rolf  Hams  presents  an 
update  on  the  progress  of  past  patients, 
including  Holly  the  growling  puppy  and 
Jasper,  a  cat  run  over  by  a  car  (1048) 
830 A  Perfect  State  Malcolm  takes  on  the 
daunting  task  of  maintaining  law  and 
orderinRatby  when  he  becomes  the  new 
Chief  ol  Police  (3883) 

930  News  (F)  and  weather  (9777) 
lOCoODune  Edna’s  Work  Experience  The 
•  housewife  megastar  meets  the  little 
people  of  Britain,  at  a  baked-bean  factory 
r  In  Wigan.  Greater  Manchester  (T) 
(104351) 

1(fc40  Question  Time  In  the  first  of  the  hustings 
’  •  programmes,  David  Dimbleby  is  Joined 
by.  among  others,  the  MPs  Alex  Saknond 
and  Dafydd  Wlgley  (T)  (628116) 

11  AO  The  Mis  Merton  Show  With  Joanna 
Lumiey  and  Martin  dunes  (T)  (972864) 
12.10  am  That’s  Cany  On  (1978)  Kenneth 
Williams  and  Barbara  Windsor  reminisce 
about  the  series,  with  appearances  from 
Carry  On  regulars  Charles  Hawtray,  Sid 
James.  .  Hattie  Jacques.  Bernard 
Bressiaw,  Joan  Sims,  Jim  Date  and 
others  (420365)  . 

1 A5  Weather  (5519568) 


-  M 


VM*oPtus+  and  th*  Video  PhreCodu 
Tha  numbers  next  to  ear*  TV  programme 
Bating  ore  Video  PluBCode™  numbers,  wnfcn 

and  Video  Programmer  are  trademark*  o* 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


6.00am  Open  University;  Is  Soring 

BeHeving?  (2657593)  635  Organelles 
and  Otigins  (2676628)  630  Enzymes 
(7077965)  7.15  See  Hear  Breakfast  News 
(8451406)  7. 30  Secret  Life  of  Toys 
(2936241)  7.45  The  Raccoons  (45301 16) 
8.10  Wacky  Races  (3428390)  835  Blue 
Peter  (3547932)  9.05  Activ-8  (9824721) 
935  Sweet  Valley  High  (7458661)  935 
Funnybones  (2529664)  10.10 
Telelubbtes  (1720680)  1035  Babar 
(3093203)  11.00  Young  Indiana  Jones 
Chronicles  (6425113)  11.45  Young 
Indiana  Jones  Chronicles  (7127609) 
1230pm  Working  Lunch  (51203)  1.00  Secret 
Lite  of  Toys  (51390870)  1.15  A-Z  o!  Food 
(22876680)  13S  Alias  Smith  and  Janes 
(2783864)  2.15  Racing  from  Aintree  and 
Dubai  (24862244)  435  Esther  (9111661) 
530  Toda/s  the  Day  (99) 

6.00  Star  Trek:  Deep  Space  Nine  (T) 
(685628) 

6.45  Quantum  Leap  (r)  (7)  (893970) 

730  Politicians  on  Parade  The  eight  MPs 
learn  about  the  varied  responsibilities  and 
pressures  faced  by  the  Armed  Forces  as 
they  go  out  on  deployment  with  the 
military  (2/2)  (48)  Followed  by  Video 
Nation  Election  Shorts 

830  Ken  Horn’s  Hot  Wok  Ken  cooks  for 
hungry  firefighters  m  York  and  husband- 
and-wtfe  acting  duo  Timothy  West  and 
Prunella  Scales.  Back  home  in  California 
he  meets  novelist  Amy  Tan,  and 
demonstrates  how  to  use  the  wok  on  a 
barbecue  (r)  (T)  WALES:  8.00-830 
Dead  ness  of  Dad  (2390) 

830 Top  Gear  Michele  Newman  reports  on 
the  new  Seat  Arosa;  and  Steve  Berry 
takas  part  in  the  60th  annual  Epsom-to- 
Brighton  motorcycle  rally  (7)  (1425) 

9.00  Snooker  The  Crucible — 21  Years  In 
the  Frame  David  Vine  presents  a  series 
chronicling  events  at  the  spiritual  home  of 
world  snooker  in  Sheffield,  beginning  with 
a  look  back  to  the  late  1970s  and  early 
1980s  (1/3)  (T)  (3767)-  - '  '-  • 


inventive  deaf  children  (930pm) 


9301 


KBS  Horizon:  Silent  Children, 
S&j  New  Language  Insight  into 
how  a  remarkable  new  sign-language 
has  been  developed  by  a  group  of  deaf 
youngsters  (T)  (780135) 

1020  Trade  Secrets  (607425)  Followed  by 
Video  Nation  Shorts  (981999) 

1030  Newsnfght  presented  by  Peter  Snow  (T) 
(21970) 

1130  Lata  Review  Michael  Dibdin  takes  a  look 
at  Fever  Pitch  (397154) 

12.10am  Animated  2  (5535926) 

1235  Weather  (3567839) 

1230  Learning  Zone:  O.U.:  (31433)  1.00 
Third  Revolution  (45297)  130  Whipped 
into  Action  (51346)  2.00  Language 
Season  (38655)  4.00  Languages  (94655) 
5.00  Tire  Small  Business  Pfogramme/20 
Steps  to  Bert  (32471) 


6.00am  GMTV  (6958628) 

935  Chain  Letters  (3880951) 

935  Regional  News  (T)  (2919338) 

1030  The  Time,  the  Place  (72883) 

1030  TH*  Morning  (T)  (61379999) 

1220pm  Regional  News  (T)  (4633067) 

1230  News  (T)  (9096680) 

1235  Shorttand  Street  (9011999)  125  Home 
and  Away  (T)  (64473574)  1.50  Afternoon 
Live  (14931244)  220  Vanessa 
(79558099)  2.50  Afternoon  Live 

(5279970) 

320  News  (T)  (7921970)  325  Regional  News 
(T)  (7920241) 

330  The  Riddlere  (r)  (6467951)  3.40 

Wizadora  (9025406)  330  Rupert  (r) 
(6311777)  4.15  Mike  and  Angelo  (r) 
(8499222)  4.40  Sweat  (8542222) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (1853951) 

5.40  News  (T)  and  weather  (976339) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (827406) 

625  HTV  Weather  (736715) 

630  HTV  News  (7)  (90) 

7.00  Emmerdale  Vic  discovers  the  truth  about 
Terry’s  night  out  with  Helen  (T)  (3336) 
7.30343  Julia  Somerville  asks  why  police 
chiefs  seem  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  some 
crooks  to  capture  others  (T)  (74) 

8.00  The  Bilk  A  Hard  Rain  Boulton  and  Croft 
discover  that  rivalry  between  drug  dealers 
has  tragic  consequences  for  one  of  their 
more  valuable  customers  (T)  (61 16} 

830  Police,  Camera  Action  AJasIair  Stewart 
narrates  a  high-speed  race  against  lime 
to  transport  a  liver  lor  a  life-saving 
operation  across  29  miles  of  the  capital’s 
busiest  streets  (r)  (T)  (8951) 


Sytvta  Syms  In  a  watery  grave  (9.00) 

9.00  PD  James:  Original  Sin  (3/3)  Dl  Dame) 
Aron  comes  up  with  an  important  lead 
into  the  gruesome  murders.  With  Roy 
Marsden  and  Sylvia  Syms  (T)  (4845) 
10.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (291 16) 

1030  Regional  News  (T>  (546203) 

10.40  Crlmestoppere  Special  (900816) 

11.10  Gregory’s  Girt  (19B1)  with  John  Gord Dr- 
Sin  Clair,  Dee  Hepburn  and  Clara  Grogan. 

!  Witty  romantic  drama  capturing  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  growing  up  in  urban 
Scolland.  centering  on  the  ratetionship 
between  a  young  man  who  is  dropped 
from  school  football  team  and  his 
replacement  —  a  curvaceous  girl. 
Directed  by  Bill  Forsyth  (191222) 
1235am  In  Bed  with  MeDinner  (3546346) 
1.05  Funny  Business  (4076520) 

1.40  cyber  cafe  (6572926) 

2.10  Stand  and  Denver  (r)  (5365094) 

3.05  3-D  (r)  (T)  (75641568) 

335  The  Good  Sex  Guide  Late  (r)  (2003758) 
430  The  Time,  the  Place  (r)  (20988) 

5.00  Garden  Calendar  (T)  (99520) 

530  News  (82655) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235pm-1 25  A  Country  Practice  (9011999) 
5.10*5.40  ShorUand  Street  (1853951) 

6.25  Central  News  (635425) 

10.40  Crime  Stalker  (646512) 

11.40  Do  I  Not  Like  That!  (589048) 

12.40am  Bagdad  Cafe  (6626907) 

1.40  Ed's  Night  Party  (3309452) 

2.05  Club  Nation  (5368181) 

3.00  Access  All  Areas  (25487) 

330  Stand  and  DeOver  (2004487) 

425  Central  Jobflnder  '97  (4390278) 

520  Aslan  Eye  (2636891) 


WESTCOUNTRY 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235  Home  and  Away  (2308222) 

120-130  Emmerdale  (70070222) 

5.1O4L40  Home  and  Away  (1853951) 
6,00-730  Westcountry  Live  (63048) 

10i40  Film:  Conan  the  Destroyer  (16882680) 


ittEWWi 


As  HTV  West  except 
5.10-&40  Home  and  Away  (1853951) 

6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (38) 

630-7.00  Grass  Roots  (90) 

10.40  Film:  Conan  the  Destroyer  (16882680) 
5.00am  Freescreen  (99520) 


As  HTV  West  except 
12.55-125  A  Country  Practice  (901 1999) 
5.10  Shortland  Street  (1853951) 

625  Anglia  News  (635425) 

635-7.00  What’S  On  (774135) 

10.40  Him:  Conan  the  Destroyer  (16806628) 
1230am  In  Bed  with  Me  Dinner  (5182742) 


Starts: 

6L00  Sesame  Street  (1 1357) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (16715) 

9.00  Bewitched  (39593) 

9.30  Sister  Sister  (8933357) 

935  Hang  In’  with  Mr  Cooper  (7454845) 
1020  Crystal  Maze  (7751116) 

1120  Earthworm  Jhn  (4921661) 

11.45  The  Pink  Panther  (6453864) 

12.00  Fresh  Pop  (4610593) 

1225am  California  Dreams  (9705845) 
1230  Australia  Wild  (66999) 

1.00  Slot  Mertfirin  (59590898) 

1.15  Deri  Deg  (68045703) 

130  FHm:  South  of  Algiers  (53825661) 
3.10  Book  (6634131) 

330  RlcU  Lake  (96) 

4JD0  FHteento-One  (13) 

430  An  Inspector  Calls  (15) 

530  5  Pump  (8574) 

530  Countdown  (67) 

6.00  Newyddlon  (441135) 

6.05  Hena  (838512) 

635  Bob  Vn  Detou  (710777) 

7.00  Pobol  y  Cwm  (931593) 

725  Pwy  ’Dl  Pwy?  (213970) 

8.00  Pam  R  Duw?  (7086) 

830  Newyddlon  (6593) 

9.00  Family  Money  (9263390) 

10.05  FHm:  Edward  Srissorhands  (598280) 
1235am-1220  Dispatches  (6112346) 


CHANNEL  4 


6.00am  Sesame  Street  The  guest  is  Tracey 
Ullman  (11357)  7.00  The  Big  Breakfast 
(16715)  9.00  Bewitched  (r)  (T)  (39593) 
930  Sister  Sister  (r)  (8933357)  935 
Hangin'  with  Mr  Cooper  (r)  (T)  (7454845) 
1020  The  Crystal  Maze  (r)  {7751116} 
11 20  Earthworm  Jim  (r)  (4921661)  11-45 
The  Pink  Panther  (6453864) 

12.00  Fresh  Pop  (4610593) 

12.05pm  California  Dreams  (r)  (9705845) 

1230  Light  Lunch  (72425]  130  The  Three 
Stooges  (tyw)  m  Uncivil  War  Birds 
(98731406) 

135  Death  Drums  Along  the  River  (1963) 

I  starring  Richard  Todd.  A  thriller,  based  on 
Sanders  of  the  River,  in  which  police 
Inspector  Sanders  investigates  diamond 
smuggling,  murder  and  intrigue  in  remote 
Africa.  Directed  by  Lawrence  Huntingdon 
(T)  (42138999) 

330  Collectors’  Lot  (T)  (96)  4.00  Frtteen-to 
One  (T)  (13)  430  Countdown  (T)  (15) 
5.00  Rtcki  Lake  £T)  (8574)  530  The  Real 
Holiday  Show  (r)  (T)  (67) 

6.00Nangfn’  wfffi  Mr  Cooper  American 
campus  comedy  (T)  (80) 

635  Hollyoaks  Teen  soap  (T)  (32) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (689864) 

730  Thatcher’s  Children  (630512) 

8.00  Mad  About  Machines:  My 

KgSaEsa  Life  with  Dennis  Malcolm 
Hemley’s  love  affair  with  Dennis 
I  awn  mowers  (2/6)  (I)  (7086) 

830  A  Cook  on  the  Wild  Side  Hugh 
Feamley-Whittingsiall  concludes  his 
exploration  of  Britain's  wild  spring  larder 
(T)  (6593) 

9.00  Dispatches  Journalist  Andrew  Man- 
presents  a  revealing  account  about  what 
went  on  behind  the  scenes  at  the  last 
general  election  (T)  (122970) 

9j45  The  Long  Johns  Election  Specials  Tha 
first  of  three  conversations  in  which  John 
Bird  and  John  Fortune  taka  a  satirical 
look  at  the  general  election  (466845) 
10.00  Jo  Brand  Through  the  Cakehoto 
Comedy  series  (r)  (T)  (487796) 


Rob  Morrow  is  Dr  Fleishman  (1°-35) 

103S  5?S|ifSS  Northern  Exposure  The 
retun  ol  the  off-beat  Alaska- 
set  comedy  (T)  (624390) 

1130  The  Stephen  Lawrence  Story  How  the 
family  of  the  teenager  stabbed  to  death 
fouqht  to  bring  his  killers  to  justice  (r) 
(771777) 

1235am  The  Bay  Boy  (1984)  starring  Kiefer 
cmm  Sutherland  and  Uv  Uilmann.  A  rites  of 
BUaUi  passage  story  of  a  teenage  boy  living  in 
Nova  Scotia  in  1937.  Directed  tty  Daniel 
Petrie  (106618) 

225  A  House  lor  Pale  A  documentary  about 
a  20-yeai'OkJ  Copacabana  street  dweller 
(r)  (5375471) 

325-Schools  (748618) 

525  Backdate  (r)  (T)  (7225365) 


CHANNEL  5 


6.00am  5  News  Eeriy  (7180048) 

730  Havafcazoo  Magazine  for  pre-schoal 
chOdran  (2200406) 

8.00  Adventures  at  the  Bush  Patrol 

Children's  drama  series  (2828135) 

830  Wldeworid:  History  tn  the  Making 

Investigating  local  history  (2827406) 

9.00  Espresso  Magazine  show  featuring 
advice  on  consumer  issues  (5827357) 
10.00  Exclusive  Entertainment  news  with 
Jonathan  Coleman  and  Julia  Bradbury 
(6135406) 

10.30  The  Great  Garden  Game  A  mixture  of 
game  show  and  gardening  tips  from 
Bowood  In  Wiltshire  (2830970) 

11.00  Leeza:  Missing  —  a  Parent’s  Worst 
Nightmare  Discussion  with  Leeza 
Gibbons  (9067154) 

1130  Espresso  Update  (45631999) 

12.00  The  Bold  and  fee  Beautiful  James 
quizzes  Connor  over  his  love  fife 
(2821222) 

1230pm  Family  Affairs  (r)  (T)  (9712338) 

1.00  5  News  Update  (92735574) 

1.05  Sunset  Beach  Michael  saves  the  life  of 
Vanessa,  a  local  reporter  (T)  (6837048) 


The  5*s  Company  gang  (2.00pm) 

2JJ05’s  Company  Live  entertainment  show 
(3570113) 

330  Battling  for  Baby  (1991)  with  Suzanne 
Pleshette  and  Debbie  Reynolds.  A  young 
couple  find  themselves  caught  between 
their  mothers  when  they  have  a  baby 
(4715777) 

520  5*s  Company  Update  (14695883) 

530 100  Per  Cent  Game  show  (1777241) 
6.00  Whittle  Quiz  (1 774154) 

630  Family  Affairs  A  shock  lies  in  wait  for 
Duncan  (1765406) 

730  Exclusive  Entertainment  news  (1 675390) 
730  Serengeti  Safari  Hunting  dogs  of  the 
African  plains  (1754390) 

8.00  BgiMwfligfl  Nancy  Lam  Oriental  cooking 
made  simple  with  Nancy  Lam 
(T)  (1691338) 

8305  News  (1670845) 

930  Memotis  of  an  Invisible  Man  (1992) 
□wm  Espionage  comedy  with  Chevy  Chase 
Blaal  who  becomes  the  target  of  crooked  CIA 
agents  when  he  Is  rendered  invisible  by  a 
freak  accident  Also  with  Daryl  Hannah  (T) 
(32302357) 

1030  Exclusive  Extra  (5582574) 

11.00  Hie  Jack  Docherty  Show  (7642749) 
11.40  Bring  Me  the  Heed  of  Light 
Entertainment  Comedy  panel  game 
featLrtmg  Graham  Norton,  Lee  Hurst  and 
Fred  MacAulay  with  guests  Tim  Vine  and 
Paul  Thome  (2972512) 

12.10am  Live  and  Dangerous  Late  night 
Sports  Shaw  (64774623) 

430  Prisoner.  Cell  Block  H  (6824013) 

530 100  Per  Cent  (5702094) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  apd  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 

SKY1  = _ 

BWfe,  Morning  «xy£92*S IMO 
mtfKaihM  LM  <58380?  lOM  Anrthar 
World  [570861  11-00  Days  rtOur  Lma 
(37222)  1400  The 

(70970)  14»pmGeraldO  (^80)  2J» 
JefiST  Raphaal  (9339C) 

{23154]  4.00 Ooreh [87TS1 
3J»  Slar  Trek  D»  Hee 
:.-s  am  riaal  TV  pi  35}  eao  Married  —  wW; 
Qfldrsn  p715)  7.00  The 
7J0  U*A'S*H  (5999)  8JOO  Hwd  toWWrn 
tfeSun  (2832)  8J0Ths  Nanny  flftiTI  M® 

..  114»Ssaia  Scott  (37SW)  11  JO 
The  Nm  GaneraUon 
'•  LAPD  (68365)  1.00 rtt  M«  (8Sbl74Z) 

f  1 SKY2  _ _ 


(8 1528]  10JJO  Samson  and  Salty  (18W) 
(8563067]  11.10  Who  Dam  W  (194Z) 
(5180338)  1230pm  IHdnigM  ftumrmmd 
(1994)  (21154)  Z-00  Many  BWaidlta 
Ttaar  (1968)  [63088]  AM  High  Hiw 

SXWSSSItSM 

(5S0m  IMO  Wfj 
00662222)  1.10am  Tha  Pamela  Prtoople 
B  (1B94)  [966758]  2JSS  Johnny  Ba  Good 
(IMS)  (333907)  4J0  IMnlgM  Bun- 
araund  (1934)  (10817) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


■( 


IMprn  J3S2S!, 


7JO 


11027845)  llJtse  Lflta  Sha*  (B542067J 
12.00  Hit  Mw  (8S20520) 

SKYNEWS 


-.Mri 

ft  '  •' 


■  Wak^narecowraga.^ 
whouf34housaday.9s«ri<,8y9a"BT 

SKVunmcg 

Tha  Lie  Boy*  JJJJJ} 
.830671 3L30AB  Hands  on  _Pa<* 

*  WSM845)  9.10  Einaal 

toSteriham'  Of  a  VajWfl I  **!" 

^SSes  (1967) 

**  Oafahad  ft«B  (17203! 

'  (70864)  -7M  mm  "St** 

:  ds?o|.H6iwoi 

r/:  THEiaoVIE  CHANNEL _ 

;  gff*q£amfral  in  Cos* 

HttBPanteyPW 
T&SXif vn  Tha-nylnB  Sarcaro*  PS74) 


aeoBIg  (1888)  (88461351 

Great  Escapa  (1963)  P23S7gl 

lasaan  tub  am  Log**  fJMg 

(391 1207)  240  A  rites  teas 

(5296520)  4J0  FranWa  and  Johnny 

(1988)  {723709*1 

TNT _ _ _ 

gjUpm  Tha  Portrait  0993) 

1?M  Marioea  (19^ 
iMOan  Cknmaron  (1960)  (53238817) 
3.10-SjU  The  Portraft  (1983)  (471 183 46) 

SKY  SPORTS  1  _ 

7  0Oan  Sprats  Cflrtia  (8724)1  7M 
Li  Chatonge  C22970)  *30  1 

mMii)  onn  sports  Centre  (81593)  9.30 
S  0?  ^4195]  1AM  Formula 

Centra  (11533191 UO 
fi'l,,fnLrr  [0947)  GAO  SperiB  Centre 

2J0-3.Q0  Sports  uertre  (46836) 

ftKY  SPORTS  2  - 

Scrapbook  (9971999)  12J0am-1-«  5«v 
and  Inrtngp  (6764146) 

ckV  SPORTS  3  __ — _ 

(45327067)  Mtri 


(21661B381  SJO  Ssacfi  Voteybat 
(5573842S)  6J0  SWfl  SaSnfl  (427982031 
7  JO  Sports  Centre  (21641864]  7J©  Fool- 
bail  League  Review  (55794609)  9-00  Gofl- 
Madura  Island  Open  (69018241)  KXOO- 
1 1J«  GoK  Extra  179356067) 

EUROSPOBT _ 

7J0a«  Motors  [86654]  9J»  AS  Sports 
[98332]  10.00  Fun  Sports  (9762BI  11.00 
FootbaS  (80280)  1.00pm  Cioss-Counify 
String  (2851 2)  ZJOO  Skysurtarg  (2338)  2J0 
Triatnton  (70777)  3J0  AH  Sports  (3W45) 
4 J30  Freende  (3 2671 BM  FaoJtfflt  (77390) 
7.00  Fir  Sports  (75845)  8JD0  Football 
(736796)  11^0  Freende  (98357)  12i»- 
12Jflaa>  BaskeibaS  (87384) 

UK  GOLD  _ _  _ 

7.00am  Tefcsta*  (1755338)  73B  rWgh- 
bouts  (5326715)  BM  Cm»m* 
(3324032)  BJ25  EastEnders  (6765154)  9JM 
Djb  Bit  (2188654)  9-30  Don't  Wan  Up 
(8004375)  IOuOD  Never  the  Tt»n  (4407048) 
TOaBThe  Sul  Ivans  (£401-106)  MM  J  ultf 
Bravo  (4354932)  12A0  Cr«sroattt 

(8706898)  IMOpm  ttegffcouR  (44W31 1) 
1J»  EastEnders  (B735951)  1 X  No  Place 
Ua  Home  (5065600)  2.10  A  Little  BH  d 
Emuv  (93445195)  ZJQ  Three  Up,  «*» 
SL5S  -Alio 1  Allol  (79BO280J 
3J0  TTta  W  (2477135)  4.00  All  Creatures 
Great  and  Smal  (52316611 SJOO  ijeneraion 
Game  (30349154)  6A5  EastEnders 
(4153574)  8.40  Are  You  BemQ  Saved’ 
(1088406)  7^0  fluas  APtXK  (4238 135)  750 
BuBseye  (6367609)  fi-20 In S&fle&z. arta in 
twth  fR.(Q1067)  9J»  The  Bit  |522<B45) 
9J30  The  (9562222)  1O30Bom*n 

(1700006)  M.W  The  Your^ 
,9028574)  1155  Alewr  States  9u" 
(4906852/  iZJZSam  Ihe  Best  Tcpolrte 
Pr**im»n)  1-40  MmnVeeWeem 
5nopprg  at  Nigro  (89Ci£(K9l 

GRANADA  PLUS _ 

E.OOam  The  Krypton  Facia  (5977067)  RM 
Once  Upon  a  Time  (23778338)  6^5  ft  s  Fun 
to  Read 

(WS5574)  7,15  Ones  U»n  a  'f? 
(35427151  7M  Gransm's  Aiti 
730  Smith  (3642864)  flJW  Corot^ 
15014796)  8J0  FamAe* 
9J30  The  Fwtessflnws 
1O00  Second  Thoughii 
1030  Two'S  Company 
(50SLJ203)  11-00  WWW*  "25 

(43449701  ttMONri  OOWltaonSMJ 

(50178831  12J0pm  Fetr/»s  (686 
jjjO  ABuon  Msatifit  (4356086)  1J0 


TCC 


Bill  Hunter  and  Tort  Collette  (Movie  Channel,  8.00pm) 


Hon  Silver 
(5013067? 
(5886715) 
(2830154) 


Good  Lite  Guide  (6859300)  2M  Drum¬ 
monds  (28318831  XDO  Upstart.  Down- 
Etart  [3526154)  4.00  The  Doctor  Senas 
WS63S2I  4J0  Second  Thogrts 
(3386226)  500  The  Protesaon^a 

(51716091  600  Fandtes  (8538929)  600 
Classic  Coronation  (8336721)  700 
The  Doctor  Senes  (517233^  700  Two’s 
Company  (29367851  BOO  Upstart.  Dowtv 
sia»s  (2467593/  9.00  Classic  Coronation 
Street  (3501845/  9-30  Trie  Comedians 
(687O0B3)  1000-1100  The  Piofesstanals 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

BflOam  Brp  Garar»  BIS  Muppel  Batves 
17016203)  6.40  The  Care  Beans  (1555628) 
7.05  Encnanted  Tates  (6738370)  70S  Trie 
Utile  Mermaid  I1S32961)  800  Aladdin 
(33391 1  fl  M5  Quack  Pat*  (8673086) 9.10 
Mew  Doug  (3927970)  905  Mighty  Ducks 

[31379511  1000  Goot  Ttaop  (8740777) 
1025  DaAwtng  Duck  (67441  ifl)  1CL50 
Tmon  and  Pumtaa  (3B61338)  11.15 
Bonkere  (6781351 11.45  The  Unto  Mermaid 
(5556135)  12.10pm  Oust*.  Attack 

(2485796)  IMO  M«x»  Tracks  (5295593) 
1.10  Stick  with  Me  Kid  (16353901  200 
FILM:  Tha  Christmas  Box  (20715)  3JO 
Txnon  and  Pumbaa  (1413796)  MO  New 
Douq  (7149357)  405  Goot  Troop 


(75822261 4^>  Quack  fedr  (574 \D48)4SS 
Aladdin  (9753883)  520  Flash  Forward 
(4116425)  5.45  Timor  and  Pumbaa 
(181715)  600  Bone  Chief*  (1390)  6-30 
Boy  Meets  Wltarid  (5970)  700  Brotharty  Love 
(433 B)  7.30  RUL  Just  LHre  Dad  (01086) 
900  Dew'S  World  182661)  9004000 
Golden  GM&  (74715) 

FOX  KIDS  NETWORK 

flOOem  Three  Lotto  Gtv&is  (1077319)  600 
Inspect or  Gadget  (7423715)  700  5amtra 
Pcsa  Cats  (6533319)  700  Eagle  RBere 
16545154)  800  Teenage  Mutant  Hero 
Turtles  (9971319/  830  Masked  Rider 
(8983300)  800  Big  Bad  Beetteborgs 
(8967970)  900  Power  Rangers  Zeo 
(7836574)  10LOO  Caspar  (7414057)  10J0 
At»  Venture  (B983154)  1100 tie  ««fh  Louts 
18523405)  11-30  The  Tick  (B52413S)  1200 
incredbte  Huh  (0974406)  1200pm  Mortal 
Kontaal  (7830390)  1.00  HgfUandar 
(6525390)  100  Eagte  Riders  [7839961/ 
200  Teenage  MUari  Here  Tutflas 
(4901 5931  2-3°  Mashed  Rider  (3677241) 
300  Big  Bad  Beetteborgs  (4020628)  300 
Power  Rangers  Zeo  (3609086)  400  Cacper 
(3688K3)  400 Ace  VsnRrt  (-3664777/ 500 
Sptaaman  (4992845)  500  Goosariumps 
0688357)  6-00-700  Sweet  VaBey  High 


euDOare  Road  to  Avon  lea  (24883)  700 
Dennis  the  Menace  (71864)  BOO  Batman 
(37796)  800  Ait  Attach  00087)  BOO  Flash 
Gordon  (27310J  900  Bobby's  World 
(63609)  IQjOO  Romuald  me  Reindeer 
(42203)  10.30  Robinson  Suooe  (16203) 
1100  Danger  Mouse  (15999)  11-30 
Gravedate  High  (16628)  1200  Oscar's 
Orchestra  (30683)  1200pm  Hallway 

Across  the  Galaxy  and  Turn  Left  (67425) 
1.00  By  trie  Way  at  tha  Stars  (81680)  1-30 
Black  Beauty  (66706)  2.00  The  Girl  bom 
Tomorrow  (6796)  Z3D  Ocean  Odyssey 
(313 5)  3.00  An  Attack  (5203)  3J0  Flash 
Gordon  (8680)  4JD8  Batman  (7715)  *30- 
54)0  The  Big  Dteh  (3999) 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

Nor>-siOp  cartoons  Iron  SjOOui  to  9jDapm 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00cm  Mutant  Haro  Turtles  (25088)  &30 
Count  Duckiia  (54425)  7-00  Captain 
Sln*an  (B5883I  7 JO  Tales  from  the 
Crypikeepar  (6439(8  8.00  Bruno  the  IQd 
(99612)  8-30  Hey  Arnold'  (98883)  9J0 
Rufats  (89135)  8J0  RugraB  (32715) 
IolDO  Aaahh!  Rea  Morstere  (45777)  10JO 
Doug  (8531 B)  H.00  Rocko’fi  Modem  Lte 
(80425)  11 JO  Bailey  Kbper's  Port  ol  Wew 
(61154)  12JJ0  Kenan  and  Kel  (10929) 
1230pm  The  Secret  World  □>  Alex  Mack 
(74113)  1J0  aaer  Srster  (B4164)  1-30 
Mtjesha  (24654)  2J0  Round  tee  Twta 
B512)  2J0  The  Advariures  ol  Pete  and 
Pete  (3932)  3J»  StfcWfi'  Around  (4319) 
B30  Aaarihl  Reel  Monsters  (5777)  4.00 
Juman#  (7512)  4J0  Jumanji  (3706)  SiJO 
Jumanrt  (9954)  5J0  Jummjt  (4048)  8-00 
Press  Gang  (4661)  B30-7.00  Doug  (B24 1) 


TROUBLE 


12J0  Heattreak  wjfi  (745463®  1  JOpffl 
Madeon  (4350118)  1J0  Sweet  V^ayHgh 
(75S92801  tOO  Hangitma  (3895574)  2J0 
Caitomia  Dreams  (2490088)  3.00  Bytar 
Grave  (3814609)  3J0 9-2-6  (2462203)  4J» 
Sweet  Vriey  Higri  (2481338)  4J0 
HangMie  (2470222)  5.00  Sawd  by  the  Bel 
(38191541  5J0  CaBomta  Dreons 

(2461S74)  BjOO  Byker  Grave  (2491713 
6J0  Madsen  (2482087)  7.00-8 
Heartbreak  Htgri  (97625121 


BRAVO 


BJOpni  The  New  Tw*bW  Zone  (3815338) 
330  The  New  TwiSghtZono  (3894845)300 


The  Burning  Zone  (9768796)  10.00  Tour  d 
Duty  (97B1B03)  lltaO  FILIfc  Bordartno 
(9915114)  IJXMnn  The  Burning  Zone 
(4485968)  S-OOToir  Ol  Duty  (9470297)  3M 
RUt  THefters  (4965471)  5.00  Trie  New 
Twitgri  ZOno  (1244182)  5J0  The  New 
Tmkghl  Zona  [8633075) 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

7-OOpm  Eriertamroert  UK  [962B1  7  JO 
Roseanra  (4425)  8J0  Roseanne  (5048) 
8J0  Monty  Python  (7883)  9J0  Cheers 
(40661)  9 JO  Taxi  (23067)  IILOO  Gary 
Shandtng  (60486)  10 JO  Fraser  (86046) 
tun  Wb  Knwv  Where  You  Lte  (52406) 
11  JO  Monty  Python  (34681)  12-00  Nrtes 
(43758)  12J0em  Soap  (24181)  1J0 
Cheers  (97297)  1J0  Taxi  (£0988)  2.00 
ErvertdrvTKrt  UK  (58471)  2J8  Wfi  Know 
Where  You  Due  (44278)  100  Frasier 
(77433)  S3Q-4J0  Garry  ShanOng'c 
(31758) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1  Joann  Tha  Twigrit  Zone  (1036029)  1 JO 
Tales  ol  the  Unexpected  (3660075)  2J0 
100  Yeas  c4  Horror  [S76127SJ  2J0  Mght 
Galtoy  (5773013)  IOMjOO  Friday  the  13te 

HOME  &  LEISURE  _ 

BJXtem  The  Joy  of  Palnfang  (498663^  9  JO 
Grow  with  Joe  (2723947)  IQjOO  Stare  and 
Gardens  (4498399  1030  Our  House 
(4281486)  11-00  The  Panted  House 
(5240951)  11  JO  Tbs  Old  House  (5249680) 
12J0Yan  Can  Cook  (4061280)  12J0pffl 
Greham  Ken  (6204393)  1.00  Today's 
Gourmet  (4356390)  1J0  Home  Again 
17654834)  ZOO  HomadmeJ30Ci8O48)  2J0 
Fumnure  la  Go  (?463932)  ajXt  Two's 
Country  (3810683)  3J0  The  Ok)  House 

DISCOVERY _ 

4J0pm  FtSlUng  Adtrertiies  p4S751Z)  4J0 
Bush  Tuctar  Mart  1248379ft  MO  Treasure 
Huntara  (3822828)  5J0  Beyond  2000 
(2474048)  &00  WM  Things  (5854854)  7  JO 
InvwTHon  (3802864)  7 JO  Wonders  ol 
Weather  {3484425}  LOO  Dangerous  Seas 
{9751406}  SUOO  Top  Marquee  (5368715) 
9  JO  Firefighters  (8109749)  10.00  Justice 
Flea  (9774357)  11.00  Best  ol  British 
(4373067)  12J0  Classic  Wheeto  (7644128) 
1  JiOara  Top  Marquee  (H71471)  1  JD-2.00 
The  Edramrcis  (3978556) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

440pm  Ancient  Mysteries  (1843241/  LOO 
Secret  Serves  (7853951)  LOO  Four  Years 


ol  Thunder  (549681 6)  7.00-L00  Biography: 
Mantn  Luther  King  [4375367) 

CHALLENGE  TV _ 

Win  with  Pitre  Ttaw  twtoa  an  hra 
SjO^mBtadthustere  (88841 131 5.50  Fam¬ 
ily  Fortunes  (719512)  BJO  Cateriphraaa 
(60SH22)  74JS  Sate  ollrte  Century  (776638/ 
7-40  QMe  Us  A  Clue  (547203)  620  fit 
Clued  Up  (612241)  9.00  Through  trie 
Keyhole  (960066)  9J5  Busman's  Holday 
(855715)  1005  Treasure  Httat  (308222) 
11  JO  Lore  at  Frst  3gW  (195628)  12X0 
Sate  rt  tha  Century  (85704)  12J30am  Hart 
to  Hart  (47B91)  1-30  Moontgmlng  (798101 
kJO  CttrWy  (41028)  3J0  Al  Together  Now 
(73704)  4X0-5.00  The  FaB  Guy  (94617) 

UK  LIVING _ 

GLOOott  Tiny  Ltvfrg  (9581282)  9X0 
Otedrags  and  Oamour  (8527D67)  9.15 
Gordon  EBoll  (6867406)  10X5  Jany 
Sprtagei  (7828883)  11X0  The  Young  and 
Ife  Resttoss  (6162135)  11-50  Btookade 
(2447777)  1225pm  Teto  a  Utter 
(53924880)  12X5  Tempest]  (001 7048)  1X0 
Rotondu  (8353999)  2-30  The  Heat  Is  On 
I988742S)  3X0  LM  ffl  Three  (26487951) 
4X5  Jany  spmger  (9274390)  5X5  Lingo 
(78061319)  5J0  Luctcy  Udders  (9891241) 
6X0  I  Dream  of  Jeanne  (39489321  GJ5 
Fteady,  Steady.  Cook  (23*5777)  7X5 
Hearts  Aflre  (1273512)  7JS  Srootaide 
(2989067)  0X5  Rotonda  (5796357)  9X0 
BUI:  Heart  of  a  Chfld  (8843048)  11.00- 
12X0  TIib  Se^  Flea 

ZEE  TV _ 

7X0am  Jaagran  7 JO  Etedicn  Spedel  8X0 
ZEE  Caflng  8X0  Business  Update  9X0 
Hasya  Tana  Ghat  Vasya  9J0  Campus 
10X0  Serieel  11X0  Aasttara  11J0  Ras 
Baree  12X0  Dastaan  12Jflpffl  Dhoop  An 
Chaon  1X0  FHJk  Ehsaan  4,10  ZEE  Top 
10  5.10  VPtrem  Au  Beelal  6X0  Sony  Mari 
Lony  EJO  Zffi  and  You  7X0  Euro  Zjndagl 
7 JO  Etecttan  Special  8.00  News  8X6 
Andaz  9X5  Jaal  9X0  Hasretsln  10X0 
Cornmandbr  1030  Song  Yaafra  11X0  Zoe 
Homar  Show  11X0-12X0  Antakshan 


MTV 


The  24  haw  music  ebamaL  Includes 
news,  renews,  Hve  concert  footage,  rata 
vims  and  the  tatect  music  video  charts 

VH-1 _ 

The  video  h»*  channel  Classic  rack  and 
pop  wdaos  and  the  bea  new  Bounoa 
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CRICKET  49 

‘Sullen’  England 
brought  to  book 
in  134th  Wisden 


SPORT 


BRYANTS  EYE  50 

Marathon  Man  still 
running  through 
the  pain  barrier 


THURSDAY  APRIL  3 1997 


Leicester  lock  joins  select  band  after  being  chosen  to  captain  tour  to  South  Africa 

Johnson  named  as  Lions’  main  man 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


MARTIN  JOHNSON  will 
lead  ihe  first  professional  Brit¬ 
ish  Isles  rugby  union  party  in 
South  Africa  this  summer. 
Johnson,  only  the  fourth  En¬ 
glishman  to  achieve  this  sig¬ 
nal  honour,  was  named 
yesterday  ahead  of  five  other 
players  who  have  captained 
their  countries  and  three 
more  who  failed  to  win 
selection. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  the  Leicester 
lock,  one  of  six  players  from 
his  dub  named  by  the  Lions, 
which  equals  the  record  estab¬ 
lished  by  London  Welsh  in 
197],  although  the  Exiles  add¬ 
ed  a  seventh  during  their  visit 
to  New  Zealand  that  year.  The 
choice  also  reflects,  however, 
the  belief  among  the  tour 


management  that  the  captain 
must  be  a  man  dose  to  the 
heart  of  the  acdon  in  what  will 
be  a  physically  demanding 
13-match  trip. 

Fran  Cotton,  the  tour  man¬ 
ager,  played  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  another  lock.  Willie- 
John  McBride,  for  the 
unbeaten  Lions  of  1974  in 
South  Africa  and,  curiously, 
all  the  other  Englishmen  to 
have  led  the  Lions  also  had 
experience  at  lock:  Ronnie 
Cove-Smith  in  1924.  Doug 
Prentice  —  like  Johnson  a 
Leicester  player  —  m  1930  and 
Bill  Beaumont  in  19S0. 

"It's  a  massive  challenge  for 

all  the  players  and  the  man¬ 
agement,"  Johnson,  27,  said.“l 
hope  we  can  develop  a  good 


BRITISH  ISLES  TOUR  PARTY 


FULL  BACKS:  N  R  Jenkins  iPontypridd  and  Wales)  Ags  25;  Caps  50;  Hagtt  Sit  10m, 
Weight  I3sf  Sto  T  G  R  Stimpsori  (Newcastle  and  England}  23: 5:  SB  3H  15sl  7b. 
WINGS:  N  D  Beal  (Northampton  and  England)  36.  1:  at  an.  13a  atb;  J  Bentley 
(Newcastle  and  England)  30;  2  btU  JSSf  71b  i  C  Evans  flianeBand  Wales)  33,  71- 5ft 
lOin.  13sJ  3b  T  Underwood  (Newcastle  and  England)  28.  25;  Sit  9%r»:  13st  7b. 
CENTRES:  A  G  Batsman  (Richmond  and  Wales)  32:  9.  Slf  9fn.  13st.  I  S  Gibbs 
(Swansea  and  Walesj  26:  27;  5it  10n.  isst  7b;  W  J  H  Greenwood  (Lai caster)  24;  0. 
6it  5m:  I5st  J  C  Guacott  (Bath  aid  England)  31;  48,  6tt  lin:  I3st  9b.  A  V  Tait 
(Newcastle  and  Scotland)  32: 10,  6ft;  14st. 

STAND-OFF  HALVES:  G  P  J  Townsend  (Northampton  and  Scotland)  23.  25;  6ft; 
I3si  12b  P  J  Grayson  (Northampton  and  England)  25;  8. 6ft  tzst  101b. 

SCRUM  HALVES:  M  J  S  Dawson  (Northampton  and  Enctend)  24, 5.5ft  11m;  13sLA 
Heaiey  (Leicester  and  England]  23;.  2,  5ft  Iffin;  13s!  7b  R  Howtoy  (Cardiff  and 
Wales)  26.  16;  5tl  9m;  13sL 

PROPS:  P  M  Qotttssy  (Queensland  and  Ireland]  31;  16.  5ft  llvr.  I63L  J  Leonard 
(Harlequins  and  England)  28.  55:  5ft  10m;  17st  7b  G  C  Rowntren  (Leicester  and 
England)  25: 14:  Bit  1 7sf  77b  T  J  Smith  /Wabcrians  and  Scotland)  25. 2 5ft  ftn.  1 7si 
4b.  D  Young  iCardift  and  Wales)  29:  21. 611.  last  7b 

HOOKERS:  M  P  Regan  (Bristol  and  Enqland)  25.  13;  5tt  11m;  16sL  B  Wiffiams 
(Neab  and  Wales)  23, 1;5ft  1  tin.  ISa  71b  K  G  M  Wood  (Harlequins  and  Ireland)  25: 
9.  6ft:  16st  5b 

LOCKS:  J  W  Davidson  (London  Irish  and  tretandl  22;  12.  6ft  6rn;  17st  3b  MO 
Johnson  (Lecester  and  England,  captain)  27;  30;  6lt  Tin.  iSst  2b.  S  D  Shaw  (Bristol 
and  England)  23, 6:  fift  9m;  20st.  G  W  Weir  (Newcastle  and  Scotfand)  26:  45:6ft9n; 
I7a4b 

BACK-ROW  FORWARDS:  N  A  Back  (Leicester  and  England)  28: 5;  5ft  lOtn;  !4st  6b 
L  B  N  Daftagfio  (Wasps  and  England)  24;  1 1 ;  6tt  4rn;  1 6st  7b.  R  A  HU  (Saracens  and 
England)  23;  4;  6ft  3irt  ISsJ  13b.  E  R  P  MiDer  (LetesJer  and  Ireland)  21;  4,  «ft 3rv 
ISst  7b  I S Quirme!  (Richmond and  Wetes) 24;  14;6ft4in:  19sl4to. T A KRodber 
(Northampton/Aimy  and  England)  27;  31.  6ft  Bin;  iBst  R  I  Waaiwright 
(Watsonians/Army  and  Scotfand)  32;  28;  6ft  4ln;  15st  71b 
MANAGER:  F  Cotton.  COACHES:  I  McGeechan.  J  Tells.  A  Keast,  □  Aired. 
FITNESS:  D  McLean.  MEDICAL;  J  Ftobson.  K  Muptiy.  R  WegrzyL 


No  1058  In  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 
1  Daffodils  (8) 

5  Capital  of  Norway  (4) 

S  FDthy  look;  overbrightness 

(5) 

9  (Rocket)  start  to  nse  (43) 

11  Tiny  — .  C.  Carol  cripple  p) 

12  Riddle(9) 

13  Join  die  forces  (6) 

15  Arms  of  the  sea  (6) 

18  Health,  vitality  (4-5) 

19  Poor— .Edgar’s disguise 
dea/)(3) 

20  Localised  speech  (7) 

21  Wall-pain  ting  (5) 

22  Get  dean  (4) 

23  Uneven  (contest)  (3-5) 


DOWN 

1  Woman's  bedwear  (7) 

2  Kingdom  (5) 

3  Not  to  be  forgiven  (U) 

4  Unspeaking  (6) 

6  Whip;  one  harassing  (7) 

7  Foreign-aid  charity  (5) 

10  Exciting  activity  (3 ,3,5) 

14  Bums' Scottish  20  (7) 

16  Tasted;  took  specimens  (7) 

17  Pay  attention  (6) 

18  Victoria. /he  —  at  Windsor 
(Kipling)  (5) 

19  Weary  (5) 


ash  British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

PRIZES;  THE  WINNER  wilt  receive  a  return  ticket  travelling 
Economy  Class  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland’s  domestic  or 
Interneiltonai  network. 

THE  RUNNEFWJP  Will  receive  a  return  ticket  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland’s  domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers  an 
extensive  range  of  destinations  throughout  the  UK  as  well  as 
Europe:  Wffli  over  1,500  flights  a  week  to  18  European 
destinations  British  Midland  is  the  Airline  for  Europe. 

AH  flights  are. subject  to  avaBabitity. 


Post  war  entry  to  runes  Two  Crossword.  PO  Box  6886,  London 
E2  8SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  whiners’  names  and  sol¬ 
ution  wffl  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/ Address . . . . . — - 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  1057 

ACROSS:.  5  Astronautics  SFehbie  9  Recess  10  Only  12  De 
fado  14  Tabular  15  Cove  17  Wither  18  Afghan  20  Self- 
portrait 

DOWN:  l  Take  for  a  ride  2  Stab  3  Gabriel  4  Staccato 
6  Over  7  Cost  the  earth  1 1  Laugh  off  13  Warrior  16  Part 
!9Goad 


team  spirit  and  the  desire  to 
win.  There  are  guys  in  the 
squad  who  have  captained 
their  country  and  I'll  rely  on 
their  advice  and  experience.” 
They  are  leuan  Evans.  Rob 
Wainwright  Jason  Leonard, 
Gregor  Townsend  and  Keith 
Wood,  an  amalgam  that 
should  cover  every  permuta¬ 
tion  and  offers  a  range  of 
candidates  for  the  important 
role  of  midweek  captain. 

This  will  be  more  physical 
than  the  five  nations’,"  John¬ 
son  said.  He  has  mixed  memo¬ 
ries  of  South  African  opposi¬ 
tion,  since  a  punch  from  a 
Transvaal  forward  removed 
him  from  England’s  1994  tour 
to  the  Republic.  “Sides  out 
there  will  try  to  physically 
intimidate  us,  in  a  fair  way. 
and  we  have  to  be  ready  to 
stand  up  to  that"  he  said,  "but 
!  don't  think  it  will  be  a  dirty 
tour,  international  rugby  has 
changed  in  thar  respect” 

The  35-strong  party  con¬ 
tains  18  Englishmen,  eight 
from  Wales,  five  Scots  and 
four  Irishmen,  but  includes 
two  big  surprises  in  Matthew 
Dawson,  the  Northampton 
scrum  half,  and  Barry  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  Neath  hooker,  while 
there  is  one  uncapped  player. 
Will  Greenwood.  Ian  McGee¬ 
chan,  the  Lions  coach,  expects 
great  things  of  Greenwood, 
the  Leicester  centre  whose 
vision  he  admires,  and  of  Eric 
Miller,  die  baby  of  the  party  at 
21,  who  can  play  in  all  three 
back-row  positions. 

Dawson,  overlooked  by 
England  this  season,  also 
spent  three  months  sidelined 
by  a  knee  ligament  injury, 
though  his  qualities  are  dear¬ 
ly  well  known  to  McGeechan. 
die  director  of  rugby  at  North¬ 
ampton,  who  contribute  five 
players  to  the  tour.  In  this 
instance.  McGeechan  with-, 
drew  from  the  final  decision  to 
avoid  accusations  of  bias, 
which  will  be  made  anyway. 

Kyran  Bracken,  playing  for 
Saracens,  presented  the  stron¬ 
gest  possible  case  for  selection 
without  appearing  in  the  five 
nations’  championship,  but 
Dawson's  talents  fitted  the 
playing  template  with  which 
the  Lions  selectors  have  been 
armed  all  season.  McGeechan 
did  not  want  players  of  con¬ 
trasting  characteristics  at 
scrum  half,  as  was  the  case 
with  Dewi  Moms  and  Robert 
Jones  in  1993.  and  so  Dawson 
finds  himself  accompanying 
Robert  Hawley  and  Austin 
Healey. 

Williams,  23  and  capped 


'  '  i.iji -.i';': 
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Cotton,  the  tour  manager,  believes  his  35-strong  squad  has  a  “good  balance”.  It  includes  two  unexpected  names  in  Dawson  and  Williams 


only  once,  against  France  last 
September,  lies  third  in  the 
Wales  pecking  order,  behind 
Jonathan  Humphreys  and 
Garin  Jenkins,  and  has  been 
at  odds  with  his  club  of  late, 
but  his  handling  ability  and, 
specifically,  his  throwing-in 
skills  at  the  lineout  won  him  a 
place  ahead  of  Phil  Greening, 
though  Greening  might  sug¬ 
gest  that  Keith  Wood  is  not  the 
most  accurate  of  throwers. 

Wood,  like  Scott  QuinneLL 
sustains  a  family  tradition 
since  their  respective  lathers, 
Gordon  and  Derek,  played  for 
tiie  1959  and  1971  Lions.  The 
Irishman,  who  has  not  played 
since  dislocating  a  shoulder  In 


January,  expects  to  be  back  in 
action  for  Harlequins  in 
another  wed;  and  the  Lions 
management  will  be  anxious 
to  see  him  achieve  full  match 
fitness  before  the  party  leaves 
on  May  17. 

The  same  will  apply  to  Neil 
Jenkins,  the  Pontypridd  stand¬ 
off  half  picked  to  tour  as  a  full 
back.  Jenkins  bad  a  plate  and 
eight  screws  inserted  into  a 
forearm  last  month  after  an 
injury  against  England.  “It’s 
improved  a  lot  already  after 
only  a  fortnight  and  I  hope  to 
get  a  game  in  beforehand," 
Jenkins  said.  Nor  has  McGee¬ 
chan  ruled  him  out  of  the 
No  10  jersey  in  South  Africa. 


ITINERARY 


May:  24  v  Eastern  Prewnce  Invitation  XV 
(Port  Bizabetfi):  28  v  Border  (East 
London):  31  v  Western  Province  (Cape 
Town).  June:  4  v  Mpumalanga  (South- 
East  Transvaal.  Wttbank);  7  v  Northern 
Transvaal  (Pretoria):  11  v  Gauteng  Lions 
(Johannesburg);  14  v  Natal  (Durban); 
17  v  Enraging  Springboks  (Welington); 


(Durban)  July:  1  v  Northern  Free  State 
(Welkom):  5  v  South  A  Inca 
(Johannesburg) 


That  is  the  weakest  area  of 
the  side.  McGeechan  will  fer¬ 
vently  hope  that  Townsend's 
indifferent  season  with  Scot¬ 
land  has  been  the  result  of 
trying  too  hard  for  a  mediocre 


team,  while  Paul  Grayson,  his 
Northampton  colleague,  must 
build  upon  the  wider  game 
that  he  has  hinted  at  with 
England.  "We  have  a  good 
balance  in  the  parly,  good 
enough  up  front  to  put  a 
platform  in  place  and  good 
enough  in  the  bade  row  and 
threequarters  to  play  a  game 
of  pace  and  continuity,”  Cot¬ 
ton  said.  “We  don't  want  a  set- 
piece  battle,  we  want  to 
‘destructure’  the  game.” 

For  ail  that,  the  Lions  will  be 
looking  to  their  goalkickers. 
Jenkins  and  Grayson  are  ac¬ 
knowledged  experts,  but  Dave 
Aired,  the  Bristol-based  kick¬ 
ing  coach,  has  been  added  to 


the  management  team  to  im¬ 
prove  the  stalls  of  Tim  Stimp- 
son.  Townsend  and  Nick  Beal 
so  that  the  Lions  will  be  fully 
armoured  as  the  tour 
progresses. 

They  will  assemble  next 
weekend  in  Edinburgh  for  a 
two-day  briefing  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  weekend  the  manage¬ 
ment  will  decide  the  list  of 
replacements  on  stand-by. 
Since  each  of  the  home  unions 
is  on  tour  this  summer,  match- 
fit  substitutes  will  be  readily  to 
hand  for  a  tour  of  which  Cot¬ 
ton  said  last  night  “This  is 
only  the  beginning.  Now  the 
players  must  make  sure  they 
win!” 
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Apology  may  not 
save  Gould’s  job 


By  Russell  Kempson 


BOBBY  GOULD’S  future  as 
the  manager  of  Wales  still 
hangs  in  the  balance  despite 
attempts  by  the  Professional 
Footballers'  Association  (PFA) 
to  settle  the  dispute  between 
him  and  Nathan  Blake,  the 
Wales  and  Bolton  "Wanderers 
striker.  Blake  has  accused 
Gould  of  making  racist  re-, 
marks  and  has  said  that  be 
will  not  play  for  his  country 
again  while  Gould  remains  in 
charge. 

Brendan  Batson,  the  deputy 
chief  executive  of  the  PFA,  has 
spoken  with  player  and  man¬ 
ager  and  said  yesterday  that 


Gould:  uncertain  future 

the  issue  had  been  resolved,  if 
not  forgotten.  “Bobby, 
me,  which  is  to  his  credit, . 
has  made  a  full  apology  to 
Nathan,"  Batson  said.  “Na¬ 
than  has  acknowledged  that 
and  what  happens  next  is  now 
up  to  them. 

“Pm  sure  there  was  no 
malice  intended  in  Bobby’s 
comments,  but  once  he  real¬ 
ised  that  it  was  perhaps  insen¬ 
sitive,  he  did  something  about 
it  In  an  ideal  world  we 
shouldn’t  have  remarks,  like 
this  that  can  be  misconstrued, 
but  we’re  a/1  different.  Gom- 


ments  to  you  or  I  can  be  OK 
but  to  your  brother  or  friend 
they  might  not  be." 

However,  opinion  among 
the  26-strong  body  of  council¬ 
lors  ofthe  Football  Association 
of  Wales  (FAW)  appears  to  be 
divided.  Gould’s  contract  is 
due  to  expire  in  December  and 
the  2-1  defeat  against  Belgium 
in  Cardiff  on  Saturday,  which 
effectively  eliminated  Wales 
from  the  World  Cup  finals, 
will  not  have  enhanced  his 
chances  of  an  extension. 

The  Blake  incident  has  pos¬ 
sibly  tipped  the  balance  fur¬ 
ther.  “I  was  shocked  when  I 
heard  about  all  this,”  one 
FAW  councillor,  from  the  anti- 
Gould  lobby,  said  yesterday. 
“If  it  is  true,  then  it  has  to  go 
against  him.  I  don’t  like  rac¬ 
ism  at  all,  I  abhor  it” 

Alun  Evans,  the  former 
chief  executive  or  the  FAW, 
also  cast  doubt  over  Gould's 
future.  Writing  in  the  Western 
Mail,  which  is  based  in  Car¬ 
diff,  Evans  said  yesterday:  ‘1 
certainly  don't  believe  Bobby 
is  a  racist  but,  in  my  experi¬ 
ence,  he  is  a  bully  where  he 
thinks  he  has  the  upper  hand, 
as  often  betrays  a  man  who 
lacks  true  ability.  That  is  a 
major  weakness  in  dealing 
with  players  at  the  top  level” 

Gould  has  strenuously  de¬ 
nied  tiie  charge  of  racism,  and 
has  said  that  he  will  again 
select  Blake  for  Wales  if  he  is 
playing  well,  but  the  issue  is 
likely  to  be  discussed  at  the 
FAW  S  next  council  meeting, 
on  April  16.  Ken  ■  Tucker, 
chairman  of  the  FAW*S  senior 
international  committee,  said: 
“This  has  been  blown  up  out 
of  all  proportion.  It  was  a 
unanimous  decision  to.  ap¬ 
point  Bobby  and  I  'still  think 
he*  the  righr  man  for  the  job  ” 
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Shearer  in  trim 
to  make  return 


By  Russell  Kempson 


ALAN  SHEARER,  the  New¬ 
castle  United  striker,  should 
be  available  10  captain  Eng¬ 
land  against  Georgia  when 
their  World  Cup  qualifying 
campaign  resumes  at  Wem¬ 
bley  on  April  30.  Whether  he 
will  be  fit  to  assist  Newcastle's 
fading  challenge  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  —  they 
next  play  Sunderland  at  St 
James’  I%rk  on  Saturday  — 
will  be  determined  by  the 
dub's  medical  staff  today  and 
tomorrow. 

Shearer,  scorer  of  23  goals 
this  season,  has  missed  New¬ 
castle's  past  six  matches  after 
undergoing  a  third  operation 
to  repair  damaged  groin  tis¬ 
sue.  He  trained  yesterday  for 
the  first  time  and  emerged 
unscathed. 

"Everything  seems  to  be 
going,  well,”  he  said.  "I'Ve  been 
shooting,  crossing,  heading, 
turning  and  twisting.  Ive  had 
no  iU  effects  so  for  and  l 
reckon  I'm  now  ready  to  rejoin 
the  first  team.  Ill  obviously  be 
taking  advice  from  the  dub 
physios  about  possibly  return¬ 
ing  against  Sunderland,  but  I 
would  be  extremely  disap¬ 
pointed  if  I  was  not  ready  for 
the  Georgia. game." 

After  training.  Shearer  trav¬ 
elled  to  London  to  take  part  in 
the  announcement  that  Braun 
UK  Ltd,  the  electric  razor 
manufacturer,  is  to  become  an 
offidal  sponsor  of  the  World 
Cup  finals  in  France  next 
year. 

Shearer,  who  will  spear¬ 
head.  the  firm's  campaign, 
appeared  fresh  and  relaxed, 
not  particularly  surprising 
considering  the  undisclosed, 
yet  inevitably  substantial,  slice 
that  he  will  receive  of  the  £10 
million  package. 

Though  coy  about  his  finan¬ 


cial  remuneration.  Shearer 
was  happy  to  extol  the  virtues 
of  playing  for  England  in  the 
four-team  tournament  in 
France  in  June,  which  also 
involves  the  host  country,  Italy 
and  Brazil.  Many  Premiership 
managers  have  spoken  out 
against  it,  even  threatening  to 
withdraw  their  players  from 
the  England  squad,  because 
they  feel  that  it  should  be  a  rest 
period. 

"If  I’m  fit.  I’ll  be  going,  and  I 
wouldn't  expect  a  problem 
from  my  dub,"  Shearer  said. 
“I  would  think  everyone  wants 
to  play  in  it.  I’m  sure  the 


Shearer,  bad;  training 

feeling  I  get  playing  for  Eng¬ 
land  is  the  same  as  other 
players  and  I  dont  see  any 
reason  why  anyone  should 
puli  out,  except  through 
injury. 

“Tne  more  football  you  play 
means  that  you're  obviously 
being  successful.  That’s  what 
we’re  in  football  to  be  and  I 
can’t  really  see  how  you  can 
moan  about  ft.  It  would  be  nice 
to  have  a  longer  break  but 
when  you're  15  or  16  and  just 
getting  into  the  game,  that’s 
what  you  want  to  do  —  play 
for  your  country. " 


Finally,  you  can  expect 
superb  sound 
wherever  you  are. 

The  Bose®  Acoustic  Wav^  music  system, 
the  oniy  thing  that's  limited  is  its  amiability. 
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Credt  card-toed  remote  control 
rtuikjs  traity  fa  atfoy  bi-ft  wand. 

Bose  introduces  an  easier,  more  convenient  way  to  enjoy  superb 
sound.  Small  and  light,  the  Acoustic  Wave*  music  system  is  a 
complete  sound  system.  With  two  equalizers,  three  amplifiers, 
three  speakers,  an  AM/FM  stereo  tune^  CD  player  and  a  credit 
card-sized  remote  control.  Bose's  patented  acoustic  waveguide" 
speaker  technology  delivers  big,  rich,  lifelike  sound.  There  are 
no  cables  to  connect.  No  dials  to  adjust.  Just  plug  ft  in  and  start 
enjoying  it.  Not  found  in  any  shops,  this  system  is  available 
only  direct  from  Bose.  For  a  free  information-  pack,  simply  call 
freephone  or  send/fax  the  coupon  below.  Or  to  try  ft  in  your 
home  for  14  days,  satisfaction  guaranteed,  call: 

0800  022  Q44 

When  calling,  please  quote  reference  number  5319 
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Yes,  Bose,  it  sounds  good  to  me.  1 

Please  send  me  mo re  lofortaatha  shout  the  Base  Acoustic  Wave*  musk  J 
system  an A  the  14-day,  sawfacriM-paniiiteed  home  audition.  i 


Name 


TeL 


.Mjc/Mk/Ms.  i 
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1  -  ere  { 


Address 


Postcode. 


Please  return  in  an  envelope  10:  Bose,  Freepost  TK  1020, 
Twickenlum,  Middlesex  TW2  SUN. 

No  stamp  necessary.  Or  tax  to:  Olttl  894  7664. 
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